    (Example of form sent home with every elementary student explaining the Purple Pinkie Project.  I also have a Spanish version, but since I’ve made a few additions and revisions to the following form, please have someone revise the Spanish form to match info below.)
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                        On April 12th, 2017, the world will celebrate the 62nd anniversary of Dr. Salk’s polio vaccine.  Polio has not been a problem in the United States for many years, but this is not the case in many other countries.  In 1985, Rotary International, the world’s largest service organization, set a goal of eradicating polio worldwide.  When Rotary started, polio existed in 193 countries and today it exists in only 3 countries:  Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nigeria
     Rotary has raised over $1.2 billion through their PolioPlus "End Polio Now" program and protected 2.5 BILLION children from polio.  By partnering with the World Health Organization, CDC, UNICEF and other government and private groups, Rotary International has achieved a 99.9 percent reduction of polio worldwide and we are on course to eradicate polio in the world by 2018! The local ??????? High School Interact Club members are helping raise funds and increase community awareness about this disease.  Presently, through our Purple Pinkie Project, we wish to make students at your school part of  the solution.
    Throughout the world, each time a Rotary International volunteer gives the polio vaccine to a child in the village, the child’s pinkie cuticle is stained with purple ink.  Their purple pinkie indicates they have been immunized against polio and prevents double dosage of the precious vaccine.  On (DATE) members of the ________ High School Interact clubs will visit ______ Elementary School.  Since $1.00 is the approximate cost to immunize two children against polio, each student is encouraged to bring $1.00 or more to help with this cause.   Your child will NOT receive a polio vaccine…their $1.00 donation will pay the cost to give the polio vaccine to two children in one of the above countries. For each $1.00 they put in the Purple Pinkie Bucket, their pinkie will be painted purple or a purple yarn bracelet will be tied around their wrist.  Their purple bracelet or purple pinkie will be their own personal reminder of their effort to help protect children from the polio virus.  100% of the funds raised from this will be donated to Rotary International’s PolioPlus Program and will be matched 2-for-1 by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  A $1 donation will become $3!
     Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide, who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world. The main objective of Rotary is service - in the community, in the workplace, and throughout the world. Interact is Rotary International's service club for young people ages 12-18 and derives its name from the words “international” and “action,” reflecting the nature of an organization that exists in 143 countries and promotes active service at home and abroad.   If you have any questions, please call _________ with the ______Interact Club at (---)--- ----.
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