
 

 

CLUB TYPES 

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change — across the 

globe, in our communities, and in ourselves. The criteria for membership are simple. For Rotary clubs, a member needs to be an adult — or for Rotaract clubs, a person age 18-30 — 

who demonstrates good character, integrity, and leadership; has a good reputation within their business or profession and community; and willing to serve in the community or 

have an impact elsewhere in the world. All clubs share similar values and a passion for service, but no two clubs are the same because each community has its own unique needs.  

All club types meet at least twice each month. 

Club Type Description 
2019-20 
RI Dues 

Estimated 
count on 1 

January 
2019 

Minimum 
number of 

charter 
members 

Voting 
privileges 

Members are 
counted in RI 

database Appeals to 

Traditional 
Rotary Club 

Professionals and aspiring leaders who 
meet regularly for service, connections, 
and personal growth 

$68 35,000 20 Yes, all RI 
dues-

paying 
members 

Yes, all 
active, RI 

dues-paying 
members 

People looking for connections, service 
opportunities, and traditions 

Satellite 
Club 

A Rotary club sponsored by a traditional 
club but with its own meetings, projects, 
bylaws, and board 

$68 580 8 Yes, all RI 
dues-

paying 
members 

Yes, all 
active, RI 

dues-paying 
members 

Those who want a club experience or meeting 
format or time other than what’s offered by 
the traditional clubs in the area 

E-Club A Rotary club that meets only online $68 285 20 Yes, all RI 
dues-

paying 
members 

Yes, all 
active, RI 

dues-paying 
members 

People who travel frequently, whose 
schedules make it difficult to meet in person, 
or who prefer an online experience 

Passport 
Club 

A Rotary club that allows members to 
attend other Rotary club meetings as 
long as they attend a specified number of 
meetings in their own club each year 

$68 20 20 Yes, all RI 
dues-

paying 
members 

Yes, all 
active, RI 

dues-paying 
members 

People who travel frequently, or those who 
enjoy trying a variety of club experiences and 
meeting lots of new people 

Corporate 
Club 

A club whose members (or most of them) 
work for the same employer 

$68 1 
 

20 Yes, all RI 
dues-

paying 
members 

Yes, all 
active, RI 

dues-paying 
members 

Employees of an organization who want to 
come together to do good in their community  

Cause-
Based Club 

A club whose members are passionate 
about a particular cause and focus their 
service efforts in that area 

$68 Unknown 
 

20 Yes, all RI 
dues-

paying 
members 

Yes, all 
active, RI 

dues-paying 
members 

People who want to connect with others while 
addressing a particular set of problems. 

Rotaract 
Club 

A club of members ages 18-30 that is 
sponsored by a Rotary club and often 
works with that club on projects  

None 9,600 
 

 n/a n/a Does not 
count as a 

Rotary 
member 

Younger people who want to serve their 
communities, develop leadership and 
professional skills, and have fun through 
service  



 

 

CLUB MODELS 
Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change 

— across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves. The criteria for membership are simple. For Rotary clubs, a member needs to be an adult — or for Rotaract 

clubs, a person age 18-30 — who demonstrates good character, integrity, and leadership; has a good reputation within their business or profession and community; 

and willing to serve in the community or have an impact elsewhere in the world. All clubs share similar values and a passion for service, but no two clubs are the same 

because each community has its own unique needs.  

All club models meet at least twice each month. With exception of Rotaract clubs, all active members pay US$68.00 in annual dues, are counted in Rotary 

International’s database, and have voting privileges. 

Club Model Description 

 
 
 

Appeals to 

Minimum 
number of 

charter 
members 

Traditional 
Rotary Club 

Professionals and aspiring leaders who meet regularly for 
service, connections, and personal growth 

People looking for connections, service opportunities, 
and traditions 

Learn more at Start a Club. 

20 

Satellite Club A Rotary club sponsored by a traditional club but with its 
own meetings, projects, bylaws, and board 

Those who want a club experience or meeting format or 
time other than what’s offered by the traditional clubs in 
the area 
Learn more in the Guide to Satellite Clubs. 

8 

E-Club A Rotary club that meets primarily online People who travel frequently, whose schedules make it 
difficult to meet in person, or who prefer an online 
experience 
Learn more about online club meetings. 

20 

Passport Club A Rotary club that allows members to attend other Rotary 
club meetings as long as they attend a specified number of 
meetings in their own club each year 

People who travel frequently, or those who enjoy trying a 
variety of club experiences and meeting lots of new 
people 

Learn more in the Guide to Passport Clubs. 

20 

Corporate Club A club whose members (or most of them) work for the same 
employer 

Employees of an organization who want to come together 
to do good in their community 
 

20 

Cause-Based Club A club whose members are passionate about a particular 
cause and focus their service efforts in that area 

People who want to connect with others while addressing 
a particular set of problems. 
 

20 

Alumni-based 
Club 

A club whose members (or most of them) are former Rotary 
or Rotary Foundation program participants  

People who have participated in Rotary outside of a club  20 

Rotaract Club A club of members ages 18-30 that is sponsored by a Rotary 
club and often works with that club on projects  

Younger people who want to serve their communities, 
develop leadership and professional skills, and have fun 
through service. 
Learn more in the Rotaract Handbook. 

 n/a 

EN-719 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/be-vibrant-club-your-club-leadership-plan-philippines
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/be-vibrant-club-your-club-leadership-plan-philippines
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-topic/start-club
http://www.rotaryleader-en.org/rotaryleader-en/en201705?pg=2#pg2
https://my.rotary.org/document/guide-satellite-clubs
https://www.rotary.org/en/club-innovation-nomads-find-home
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-topic/online-club-meetings
http://www.rotaryleader-en.org/rotaryleader-en/en201905?pg=6#pg6
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/guide-passport-clubs
https://www.rotary.org/en/club-innovation-satellite-clubs
https://blog.rotary.org/2019/04/16/rotary-ecoclub-offers-diversity-variety/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.rotary.org%2F2019%2F07%2F02%2Fnew-voices-club-charts-its-own-course%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ccarrie.goldbeck%40rotary.org%7Cebd98fa5581d478a9f0f08d6feed89e9%7C67b4e0430afd4afb8b94bf96370c8e7f%7C1%7C0%7C636976693520789130&sdata=sfr5jJC8VE71jG%2BMLztUlmN6BnnBngdIeD9aX2C2mUA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.rotary.org%2F2019%2F07%2F02%2Fnew-voices-club-charts-its-own-course%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ccarrie.goldbeck%40rotary.org%7Cebd98fa5581d478a9f0f08d6feed89e9%7C67b4e0430afd4afb8b94bf96370c8e7f%7C1%7C0%7C636976693520789130&sdata=sfr5jJC8VE71jG%2BMLztUlmN6BnnBngdIeD9aX2C2mUA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rotary.org/en/club-innovation-promise-leadership-skills-draws-members
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/rotaract-handbook

