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Dear Rotarians and Friends of District 6000, 
 
Over the past 2 years, globally we have experienced unprecedented change and challenges that have tested us all thanks to the 
covid pandemic. Strong leadership, inspiration, and encouragement must come from all members, from all ages, backgrounds, 
genders, and abilities. Open minds and endless opportunities are the path forward for growing and improving Rotary.  
 
Rotary International President Jennifer Jones’ theme this year is “Imagine Rotary”.  As you are probably aware of by now, Jennifer 
will be our first woman International President in Rotary history. I am excited she was selected to lead us in the coming year, and 
you will be inspired by her vision for the future. 
 
Jennifer’s Strategic Plan for 2022-2023 includes increasing our ability to make a lasting and meaningful impact, expanding our 
reach, enhancing member engagement, and increasing our ability to adapt. Rotary must demonstrate that we can change with the 
times. Over the past 2 years our clubs have made tremendous strides to make accommodations to allow our members to remain 
connected with each other virtually. This has provided us new opportunities like we have never experienced before. We have 
learned that this “new normal” can be beneficial and exciting if we open our minds to new possibilities. 
 
Rotary International encourages the adoption of new innovative club models, such as Rotaract clubs, satellite clubs, specific cause 
and focus based clubs, passport clubs, E-clubs, and corporate membership clubs. Club leadership should not be afraid to try new 
ideas and approaches and expand initiatives that succeed. Be willing to accept risk and chart a new course. Consider adjusting 
meeting times and places to create more variety in our member experiences. This model is already working well in many 
communities in our district and is worth trying to expand our membership base to allow more people to experience Rotary. 
 
During the coming year, I want to help make your club the best it can be. My wife Brenda and I, and the team of dedicated district 
volunteer leaders, look forward to helping support club and district activities, improve our public image, and to showcase the 
stories of our service and good works. We hope to strengthen your club continuity and help you build stronger partnerships within 
your communities. As we visit each of your clubs this year, we are anxious to learn what you have been doing and what the district 
can do to support your activities and help you achieve your goals. 
 
During my year as your DG, I ask clubs to focus on two primary missions: improving literacy and reducing food insecurity. 
I hope each club will determine the need for these two areas and will commit to completing one or more service projects. We also 
want to know of your successes so we can celebrate them. Together we can make a difference. 
 
Rotarians are known to be generous in their efforts to support and donate to the Rotary Foundation and eradicating polio. We 
have nearly eliminated this disease from our planet, but we must continue to fight to finish the job. Please give generously to the 
Rotary Foundation and become a PolioPlus Society member. 
 
Brenda and I look forward to the opportunity to share time with you during our visits. We also hope you will mark your calendar 
to join us at one of three regional district conferences to be held in April 2023 to celebrate your successes. Let’s make Rotary fun 
and memorable. 
 
Be the reason someone feels welcomed, seen, heard, valued, loved, appreciated, and supported! This is what we do in Rotary. 
 
IMAGINE ROTARY, 
Steve Wieneke 
 

Steve Wieneke 
District Governor 2022-2023 
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