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Today’s children are our future workforce, parents, and citizens. Children who read well
and avoid traumatic stress are more likely to have success in school, work, and life.
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When do children start to fall behind?
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Every baby has a unique genetic makeup which then is influenced by their early experiences.
The first five years are critical for physical, mental, social and emotional development.
Poor reading has been linked to lower graduation rates and higher crime and unemployment.

Why don’t some young children reach their potentials?
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ROTARY TO THE RESCUE!

Increasing early literacy can decrease childhood trauma. When caring adults
regularly talk, read, sing, interact and share books with young children, they build children’s
brains, nurture language and literacy, and form lasting positive relationships. On the other
hand, when children experience neglect or chronic stress, their brain growth can be disrupted
and their ability to pay attention and to learn is reduced.

Rotarians can take action! Learn about promoting literacy and preventing child abuse in
the early years and early grades. Adopt a project. Check out the amesamrotary.org website
for a free downloadable Community Literacy Toolkit and these six Program Guides.

Reach Out and Read with Doctors Public Reading Corners
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Gift Books for Disadvantaged Families Little Free Libraries

A traditional greeting of the Masai Africa tribes is “How are the children?”
Rotarians can lead community activities in order to reply “All the children are well.”



