 Rotary District 6000 Board Meeting
February 19, 2026
In Attendance:  DG Norlan Hinke (Chair), PDG Dennis Drager (Secretary), IPDG Dave Cook, PDG Steve Wieneke, DGE Bill Bruce, DGN Gretchen Nollman, Directors: AG Marie Pipes, Allyson Walter, AG Steve SchraderBachar on zoom.
Absent: AG Darrell Limkeman
Guests: DGND Chris Nelson, Megan Van Kooten, Tim Trudeau, Heidi Drager
Meeting called to order: DG Norlan Hinke at 12:13 pm.
Ascertain Quorum: PDG Dennis Drager verified that a quorum was present.

Agenda: No motion to approve agenda

Minutes Approval: Motion for approval of Minutes from November 20, 2025 board meeting by AG Marie Pipes , DG Bill Bruce 2nd, motion carried.

B&F Committee Report: 
No B & F committee report.

District Team Reports:
No questions were raised about the district reports.

DG Norlan Hinke presented President Heidi Drager of the Rotary Club of HOPE a Foundation Banner recognizing the club for achieving status as a Paul Harris Society club for the 2024-25 Rotary year. DG Norlan noted that this is 1 of 5 Rotary clubs of the over 36,000 clubs in the world to achieve this status in the 24-25 Rotary year.

PDG Steve Wieneke reported on the status of the districts Rotaract clubs. It was noted that both the Iowa State University and Iowa Rotaract clubs are doing well, accomplishing many things in their communities. He informed the board that the Rotaract Club at Simpson terminated their club with RI. They will clear their final RI invoice in the next couple of days.

IPDG Dave Cook reported that a Lily Ferguson of the ISU Rotaract Club has been awarded the (Norman Borlaug) 2026 World Food Prize. She will be going on an internship to India this summer.
No motion to approve given.

Old Business: 
IPDG Dave Cook updated the board on the district's commitment to support the upcoming RI convention in Minneapolis. The district will be looking for volunteers to help with the convention. 

The district’s insurance policy was reviewed with DG Norlan Hinke and DGE Bill Bruce. No changes to the district’s coverage.

New Business: DG Norlan Hinke is unsure about nominations for the district’s Nomination Committee. PDG Steve Wieneke will work with the DG to move forward with nominations. 

Megan reported that we are having problems with the district’s “Lisco” email account. She is doing research on this and working with DGN Gretchen. Megan expects to have information on this by the 1st of March. She will send an update to the board on what she finds out.

DG Report: DG Norlan Hinke reports that he did Megan’s review, he feels she is doing exceptional. He is busy promoting the Flight Around the Atlantic in support of PolioPlus. Annual conference planning is coming along with several speakers lined up. Marie Pipes noted that in conjunction with the conference there will be a youth conference.
DG Norlan received news that 4 district clubs have been terminated by RI for not paying dues. The clubs were Albia, Creston, Fairfield, and Kalona. All the clubs are either reinstated or in the process. 
DG Norlan indicates that he and Cindy have decided not to go to Taiwan for the RI convention. He will pay $50 fee to unregister for the convention.

DGE Report: DGE Bill Bruce gave a short update on International Assembly. Great experience. He came away with the understanding that RI’s emphasis is on collaboration, therefore, the District organizational chart will be changing to align with RIs organizational theme of collaboration.
In preparation for PELS, he has hosted 2 pre-PELS meetings on zoom with 1 more coming up before PELS happens in April. In keeping with the RI theme of collaboration, alot of time is planned to change the view of ‘our rotary club’ to a world collaborative organization.
The District conference in 2027 will be held in Ames, with a good chance of this being a joint conference with 5970.
He has been working with a group of D6000 Rotarians to develop a new Youth Protection policy, indicating that DG Hinke suspended the previous youth protection policy back in July. A proposed new policy was handed out, which resulted in lots of discussion. It was decided that the board needed more time to study the policy before it is to be voted on. The discussion was tabled and will be continued at a special board meeting to be held March 5th via Zoom. DGE Bill relates a concern that there is a lack of insurance coverage for US participants on the Xicotepec project trip. Should a lawsuit be filed in Mexico, RI would not defend US individuals involved. The question was raised whether the district should require the Xicotepec project to secure this coverage.  After some discussion it was decided to have a meeting with the Xicotepec team for their input before making a decision. This issue was tabled and will be discussed further at the special board meeting Mar. 5th. 
After board discussion on the DGEs proposed budget and several questions, DG Norlan Hinke asked for a motion on the budget. Motion to accept the proposed 2026-27 district budget by IPDG Dave Cook. PDG Dennis Drager 2nd. Motion carried with one abstention. 
DGN Report: DGN Gretchen Nollman was unable to give her DGN report. DG Nolan requested DGN Gretchen’s report sent to Megan who will send out to the board.

Motion to adjourn   PDG Steve Wieneke motion,  AG Marie Pipes 2nd. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at        1:38          pm

Next Meetings: May 21, 2026, Following the District B&F committee meeting at the District Office.

Minutes respectfully submitted by PDG Dennis Drager. The first one who mentions to me at the May board meeting that they read this line; I will buy a beverage.
