FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Holland Rotary Charities Announces Winners of “Peace in Nature” Photo Contest
Holland, MI — Holland Rotary Charities is pleased to announce the winners of its 2026 Peace in Nature Photo Contest, celebrating the beauty of the natural world and its ability to inspire peace and reflection.
The Jury Award was presented to Anneke Van Ast for her striking photograph, Mirroring the Heavens. Ms. Van Ast is a student at Hope College, and her work stood out for its composition and evocative sense of tranquility.  The judge was Stone Peng  (www.stonepeng.com).
The Public Vote Award recognized several outstanding entries:
· 1st Place: Look Both Ways by Gary Bogle, a member of the Holland Noon Rotary
· 2nd Place: Alaskan Range by Bob Chaphalkar, a member of the Elk Rapids Rotary. In a generous gesture, Mr. Chaphalkar donated his prize back to Holland Rotary Charities.
· 3rd Place: Bear Lake by Jenny Murphy, a resident of Holland, Michigan
The Peace in Nature Photo Contest continues to highlight the talent within our communities while promoting Rotary’s mission of fostering peace and goodwill through meaningful engagement.
Holland Rotary Charities extends a sincere thanks to all participants, supporters, and volunteers who made this event a success. Your contributions help sustain programs and initiatives that strengthen our community and advance Rotary’s impact both locally and globally.
For more information about Holland Rotary Charities and its initiatives, please visit https://hollandrotary.org/page/holland-rotary-charities-impact-on-community
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