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Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the Michigan Community Service Commission announced the 33 individuals, businesses and nonprofit organizations who will be honored at the 2026 Governor’s Service Awards for their commitment to service and volunteerism throughout their communities.  

Kim and Doug Wood make incredible contributions to the causes they care deeply about, supporting each other in service for nearly 50 years and amplifying each other’s work. “They are tireless advocates for justice and mercy in our community and are always pushing us to do more than we are doing, so that we can serve more people,” Community United Methodist Church Pastor Robert Blanchard said. “They are very much the kind of people who lead from the front and inspire others to keep up with them.”
Kim’s passion for service began early in her life, and it is exemplified by her work advocating for community sustainability, leading conservation projects, and mentoring young leaders. She believes strongly in the empowerment of others, as she frequently states, “You have to learn to say no, so someone else has the opportunity to say yes.” She currently serves as an AmeriCorps member with 4-H HealthCorps. Kim also serves in many organizations that focus on animal care. She is President of the Muskegon Area Beekeepers Association, advocating for pollinator education and conservation. Additionally, she is an active volunteer for both Alliance for Therapy Dogs and Pond Buddies, organizations which support the training and adoptions of dogs.
Similarly, Doug volunteers in several organizations dedicated to social impact. He has served in leadership roles for an impressive list of over 35 area boards and committees. He is the co-chair of the Education Impact Council at United Way of the Lakeshore, where he focuses on education support for underserved populations. He is the Board Vice President at Family Promise of the Lakeshore, which addresses family homelessness. His dedication to others is most evident by the 20 weekly hours he spends with the Muskegon Rotary Club mentoring young people and strengthening community initiatives. He was the driving force behind establishing the organization’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, promoting inclusivity and advocacy for all.
“Kim and Doug’s legacy is one of action, leadership, and unwavering dedication. Their ability to bridge generations, economic backgrounds, and political perspectives makes them true catalysts for change,” United Way of the Lakeshore Community Engagement Coordinator Sara Sherwood said.  “Their decades of service have strengthened organizations, empowered young leaders, and improved communities across Michigan.”
