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DISTRICT LOCAL GRANTS INFORMATION AND REQUIRMENTS

District 6290 accepts grant proposals for local and international projects. Each qualified Rotary club in the district can apply for one district local grant or one district international grant. 

To qualify to submit grant proposal clubs must meet the following criteria.
· Have contributed to the Foundation Annual Fund with an average of $100 per club member during the 2025-2026 Rotary year.
· Have two members successfully complete the live or online Grant Management Seminar (GMS) by midnight October 15, 2026. One of the members completing the training must be the committee chairperson. If, as of July 1, 2025, a club has less than 20 members, only one member, the committee chairperson, must complete the training. GMS training is valid for the year you take it plus one additional year. Any member listed as a Grant Committee Chairperson or Committee Member for a grant project under application for the 2026 cycle who successfully completed the GMS for the 2025 grant cycle does not need to take the GMS again for 2026.
· Submitted the Combined Club Memorandum of Understanding and District Addendum for 2025-2026 / 2026-2027 by October 15, 2026.
· Be current with final grant reports on any previously received district grants.
· Complete the grant check list (see item 5).
· Be able to participate, via Zoom conference call, in the District Grants Committee meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2026, to briefly explain the grant request and answer any committee member questions.
· Have paid both Rotary International and District 6290 dues by October 15, 2026.

Unqualified clubs can participate in local projects, but these funds are not eligible for matching funds from the district. 

Rotary local grants are for projects in the continental United Sates. District 6290 local grants are for projects within our district. If approved, the district will match the qualified club’s funds by a minimum of $500 to a maximum of $2,500.

Grants must respect the wishes of the receiving community and strive to understand and appreciate their traditions and culture. Grants require the direct involvement of Rotarians to use of all grant funds in a way that complies with the following terms and conditions:
· Assess community needs and develop a project plan.
· Establish a committee of at least three Rotarians to oversee the expenditure of funds.
· Oversee grant funds from start to finish.
· Implement project(s).
· Provide training, education, and outreach where applicable.
· Provide evidence of community involvement and ownership.
· Organize meetings with local service providers, local officials and/or recipients.
· Promote the project in the local media.
· On-going monitoring and evaluating the project.

Projects must be in one of the seven Rotary Foundations’ areas of focus: peacebuilding and conflict prevention; disease prevention and treatment; water, sanitation, and hygiene; maternal and child health; basic education and literacy; community economic development; and the environment. If you’re not sure if your project is in one of the areas of focus check with the District 6290 grant review committee chair, or a committee member.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES
(Updated by RI October 2025)

Activities that are eligible for district grant funding:
A. Align with The Rotary Foundation’s mission.
B. Can include:
1. Local service projects and related travel
2. Scholarships for any educational level
3. Vocational training teams (groups of professionals who teach others about a particular field or learn more about their own) and related travel
4. Scholar and vocational training team orientation
5. Grant management seminars
6. Rotary members’ participation in, and travel to and from, Rotary project fairs, to help clubs and districts find project partners
7. Projects and activities in countries where Rotary has clubs as well as in areas where we do not, and in geographic areas where permitted by law and in accordance with Foundation policies
8. Rotary Youth Exchange, RYLA, Rotary Friendship Exchange, Rotaract, or Interact programs
9. Community assessments
10. Construction and renovation
11. Microcredit activities when working with a registered microfinance institution that has operated for at least three years to administer loan programs
12. Campaigns to build awareness of and signs alerting people to the presence of land mines
C. Involve active participation by Rotary members
D. Cause no harm and comply with the laws of both the United States and the country where the grant-funded activities will be carried out. (If you plan to sponsor activities in or travel to countries sanctioned by the U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control, you will be asked to supply more information.)
E. Protect the safety and well-being of all minors who participate, and comply with Rotary International’s youth protection policies
F. Are reviewed and approved by the Foundation before they are implemented. 
G. Demonstrate sensitivity to the traditions and culture of the area where a project will be carried out
H. Comply with the Conflict-of-Interest Policy for Program Participants as outlined in section 30.040. of The Rotary Foundation Code of Policies and summarized in section 10, Conflict of Interest Policy for Grants
I. Adhere to Rotary’s policies for the use of the name “Rotary” and Rotary logos, emblems, and graphics, as outlined in sections 34.040.6. and 34.040.11. of the Rotary Code of Policies
J. Include signage on or near project sites that identifies the grant sponsors and The Rotary Foundation, as outlined in section 40.010.2. of The Rotary Foundation Code of Policies and in accordance with Rotary’s brand guidelines, which can be found in the Brand Center
K. Adhere to Rotary’s Privacy Statement for Personal Data, outlined in section 26.080. of the Rotary Code of Policies

INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES AND SPENDING
(Updated by RI October 2025)

District grant-funded activities may not:
A. Discriminate against any group
B. Promote a particular political or religious viewpoint
C. Perform purely religious functions
D. Provide continuous or excessive support to any one person, entity, or community
E. Establish a foundation, permanent trust, or long-term interest-bearing account
F. Create financial liability for The Rotary Foundation or Rotary International that is greater than the grant funding
G. Include fundraising activities
H. Transport vaccines over national borders without prior approval of government and regulatory authorities in the originating and receiving countries
I. Require anyone to work without pay. (Projects should strive to uphold labor rights and fair wage practices; if the people who will benefit are required to volunteer on the project, their explicit consent is required.)
J. Require work by anyone below the country’s legal working age or, if the law doesn’t specify, anyone underage 16

District grant funds also may not be used to pay for:
K. Expenses that are incurred, or activities that are in progress or already completed, before the grant is approved
L. Contributions to The Rotary Foundation, PolioPlus, or another Foundation grant
M. Purchases of land or buildings
N. Weapons or ammunition
O. Military assistance
P. Expenses related to Rotary events such as district conferences, conventions, institutes, anniversary celebrations, entertainment events, or project ceremonies
Q. Public relations initiatives, unless they are essential to completing the project
R. Project signage that costs more than US$1,000
S. The operating, administrative, or indirect program expenses of another organization
T. Unrestricted cash donations to a person or cooperating organization
U. COVID-19 vaccines
V. Immunizations that administer only the polio vaccine
W. Travel to National Immunization Days
X. Abortions or procedures that are undertaken solely for sex determination
Y. Study at a university that hosts a Rotary Peace Center in the same or a similar academic program as Rotary Peace Fellows
Z. International travel for anyone under age 18, unless they are accompanied by a parent or guardian or are participating in the Rotary Youth Exchange program
AA. Loan guarantee systems
AB. Items that would then be owned by a Rotary district, a Rotary or Rotaract club, or a member. If items bought with grant funds are no longer needed or functional, the organization designated in the grant application as the benefiting entity is responsible for disposing of or selling them and will receive any proceeds. No Rotary district, Rotary or Rotaract club, or their members can receive any income from the disposal or sale of the items.
AC. The detection and removal of land mines or the purchase of equipment to remove land mines

GRANT APPROVAL AND FOLLOW UP

1. Applications will be accepted from July 1 through October 15, 2026. Incomplete applications will be returned to clubs and may or may not be considered depending on availability of funds.
2. The Grants Committee will review qualified clubs’ applications.
3. A Grant Committee member will contact each club committee chair to follow up on the request and confirm contact information for the Zoom interview on Tuesday, November 10, 2026.
4. After the interviews, the Grant Committee will discuss all the grant proposals and award grants based on project merit, amount of request and club’s contribution toward the project.
5. If approved, the district will match the qualified club’s funds at a minimum of $500 to a maximum of $2,500. District matching grants will be prorated if there are not enough funds to cover all the approved grant projects. If money is still available after all regular grants are funded, clubs that have included a qualified District 6290 Rotary partner club in their grant proposal will be instructed to resubmit only the funding page of their proposal, if necessary, and the grants committee will review to approve one qualified partner club match up to $1,000. This additional funding will be prorated if there are not enough funds to match all the qualified partner funds.
6. Committee chair should expect to hear within one week if their grant proposal was awarded district matching funds.
7. District matching funds should arrive in January/February 2027.
8. Upon completion of the project a final report should be submitted, and any unused district funds should be returned.



REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND FINAL PAYMENT PROCEDURE

The sponsoring Rotary Club must submit a report (Report format is on the District Website under Our Foundation and District Grants) on the use of District Grant funds every 12 months and a final report within 30 days of completion. If a club does not meet grant reporting deadlines, it will not be eligible to apply for a District Grant for two complete Rotary years. 

The final report must include:
1. A report (electronic) that provides details of all expenses. For auditing purposes, please retain all original receipts and submit copies with the final report. 
2. Documentation of Rotarian participation in the implementation of the Grant, which reflects the required Rotarian activities and should include at least two photographs (electronic) appropriate for publicizing the completed project.
3. A narrative that includes information on the implementation of the project(s) and how experience gained from it, will inform/guide the district for the next Rotary year.

GRANT POLICY FOR DISTRICT LOCAL GRANTS

Durable Goods: Durable goods are tangible, long-lasting products that do not quickly wear out and generally have a useful life of three years or more. Because durable goods provide benefits beyond the year in which the grant was awarded they promote sustainability, an important goal for any Rotary project.

Consumable Goods: Consumable goods are products intended to be used up, eaten, or worn out, requiring frequent replacement due to their short lifespan. Consumable goods, like food or cash cards, do not foster sustainability, however they do provide important benefits to the beneficiaries.

1. Grant proposals for durable and consumable goods will be considered.
2. Grant requests for “Consumable Goods” will, effective in the Rotary Grant year 2026-2027, continue to be evaluated on their own merits, as in the past. In the case that a grant request for “Consumable Goods” is submitted on a recurring basis, it will only be awarded funds twice in any given five-year period. (Grant awards in past years do not count towards this two-in-five-years formula.)
3. Clubs should avoid requesting District funds supporting the same projects/programs year after year such as to become part of the annual budget of the benefitting organization. Definition of “same” project/program is when the same project, program, entity or organization is being supported, or the same people are benefitting each year. 
4. District grant funds left over and not used at the completion of the project must be returned to the District Grants Committee.
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	1. SPONSORING CLUB DETAILS



Sponsoring Rotary Club: 
	



Per Capita Club Annual Giving in 2025-2026: $ 
This data can be found by running the club giving report from your club’s My Rotary page.
Annual giving must be ≥$100/member to apply.

Project Implementation Committee
(includes the Chairperson/Grant Writer and at least two additional Rotarians)

It is the Project Committee’s responsibility to coordinate the project, monitor funds and provide reporting and financial accounting to the District Grants Committee. The chairperson of the Project Committee will be responsible for successful project completion and compliance with District Local Grant reporting requirements.

The Committee Chairperson
	Rotarian Chair/Grant Writer for the Project:
	

	Full Postal Address (include city and zip): 
	

	Home Phone:
	

	Business Phone:
	

	Cell Phone:
	

	E-mail: 
	

	Year attended GMS
	




The Committee Member
	Rotarian Member of the Project Committee: 
	

	Full Postal Address (include city and zip): 
	

	Home Phone:
	

	Business Phone:
	

	Cell Phone:
	

	E-mail: 
	

	Year attended GMS
	





The Committee Member
	Rotarian Member of the Project Committee: 
	

	Full Postal Address (include city and zip): 
	

	Home Phone:
	

	Business Phone:
	

	Cell Phone:
	

	E-mail: 
	

	Year attended GMS
	



	2. THE PROJECT



Project Name
	



Dollar Value of Requested District Local Grant: $ 
Minimum $500 USD to Maximum $2,500 USD

Rotary Foundation Area of Focus for the Project
Peacebuilding and conflict prevention; disease prevention and treatment; water, sanitation, and hygiene; maternal and child health; basic education and literacy; community economic development; or the environment
	



Project Description
Summarize the project, along with its goals and objectives (include description of benefiting organization)
	



Start Date
Estimated start date of the project
	



Completion Date
Estimated completion date of the project
	



Implementation Plan
Outline how the project will be carried out
	


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
Ownership
Who will be the final owner of any project equipment/materials/supplies This cannot be a Rotary Club or Rotarians
	


Project Ongoing Maintenance
Complete this section only if the project requires on-going maintenance to keep the project sustainable. Attach a signed letter from the organization’s leader confirming their willingness to cooperate with your Rotary club to maintain the project over a specified period of time

Name of Organization(s)
	



Sustainability
Sustainability is highly recommended but not required, if you have a sustainability element in your project, describe how your project is sustainable and for what period of time.
	




Rotary Recognition
Summarize your plan on how the project will gain community awareness for Rotary
	



Project Finances
All expense and revenue information must be completed in U.S. dollars
Total expense number must be the same as total revenue number

	Expenses

		Item Expense:
	
	$

	Item Expense:
	
	$

	Item Expense:
	
	$

	Item Expense:
	
	$

	Item Expense:
	
	$

	Item Expense:
	
	$

	Item Expense:
	
	$

	
	Total
	$







	Revenue

		
	Column A
	
	Column B

	Your Rotary Club Contribution
	$
	District Match
	$

	List Participating Rotary Clubs, Others & Amounts  

	Club Name
	
	$
	$ 0.00
	$

	Club Name
	
	$
	$ 0.00
	$

	Club Name
	
	$
	$ 0.00
	$

	Other Organization
	
	$
	$ 0.00
	

	Other Organization
	
	$
	$ 0.00
	

	
	Total Column A
	$
	Total Column B
	$

	                                                 Total of Columns A & B = $








What will be the impact on the project if full funding from the district is not available?
	



	3. OTHER PARTNERS



Rotary Clubs
Complete this section only if the project involves another Rotary club.  Attach a signed letter from the club president confirming their contribution amount and willingness to cooperate with your Rotary club’s project.

Names of club(s)
	



Other Organizations
Complete this section only if the project involves another, non-Rotary organization.  Attach a signed letter from the organization’s president confirming their contribution amount and willingness to cooperate with your Rotary club on this project.

Name of Organization(s)
	




	4. BENEFITTING ORGANIZATION(S) COMMITMENT


As an officer of the benefiting organization, I have reviewed and received a copy of this grant application. Our organization agrees to return to the Rotary Club any funds received if our organization’s project is cancelled or if the funds received are not used as intended on the Rotary grant application. Attach a signed letter from the benefiting organization confirming their commitment to this project.

	Name of Organization:

	Date:

	Print Name:
Title: 
	Signature:



	5. APPLICATION FORM COMPLETION CHECKLIST AND QUESTIONS


NOTE: All sections of the form must be completed. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

The following checklist and questions MUST BE COMPLETED to make sure your application is complete. Double left click on the box and change the setting from not checked to checked. 

Have you:
	|_|
	A. Completed all the sections of the application form?

	
	

	|_|
	B. Does the project description clearly state how the project will assist those in need? 

	
	

	|_|
	C. Attached a letter of support from any participating Rotary Club as requested in section 3?

	
	

	|_|
	D. Attached a letter of support from any affiliated organization as requested in section 3?

	
	

	|_|
	E. Attached letter from the organization committed on-going maintenance of project as requested in section 2?

	
	

	|_|
	F. Attached letter from the benefiting organization commitment as requested in section 4?

	
	

	|_|
	G. Have you checked to see if the project complies with all applicable legal and safety requirements of the community? 

	
	

	|_|
	H. Have you checked with your club president or club treasurer to ensure that your Rotary International and Rotary District 6290 dues were paid by October 15, 2026?

	
	

	|_|
	I. Does your club have any outstanding reports from other Rotary grant projects?                                If yes, please explain.

	
	

	|_|
	J. What was your Club’s per capita contribution to the Rotary Annual Fund for 2025-2026? 

	
	

	|_|
	K. If your club membership as of July 1, 2025, was less than 20 members, did the project chair/grant writer from your club successfully complete a Grant Management Seminar in 2025 or 2026?  

	
	

	|_|
	L. If your club membership as of July 1, 2025, was 20 members or more, did the project chair/grant writer and one additional member of the project committee from your club successfully complete the Grant Management Seminar in 2025 or 2026?

	
	

	|_|
	M. Has your club signed and submitted the current combined Memorandum of Understanding/Addendum Form, and if the club has not named a president for the next Rotary year the current secretary may sign this form? 

	
	

	|_|
	N. Has the benefiting organization signed and received a copy of the grant application? 

	
	

	|_|
	O. Has the President of your Rotary club signed this District Local Grant Application? 

	
	



	6. SPONSORING ROTARY CLUB COMMITMENT


The following signature of the sponsoring Rotary Club President for the period during which the project will be undertaken (2026-2027 Rotary year) confirms the following:
1. All information contained in this application is true and accurate to the best of our knowledge; this application meets the criteria that are set out below for Terms and Conditions for the District Local Grant.
2. The club has agreed to undertake this project as an activity of the Club and organization (if any) involved.
3. We understand and will comply with the required Rotarian activities and reporting requirements as Stated.
4. We agree that a final report will be provided within one month after project completion and a progress report will be submitted no later than October 15, 2025 whether or not the project is completed. 

	Rotary Club of 

	Date:

	2026-2027 Club President
Print Name:
	Signature:

	Club Project Committee Chair, who attended a Grant Management Seminar in _________.
Print Name:
	Signature:


	Club Project Committee Member, who attended a Grant Management Seminar in_________.
Print Name:
	Signature:







	7: SUBMISSION


Please submit completed application form and all attachments electronically as one PDF file to:
Linda Falstad, Rotary District 6290 Grants Committee Chair  
         lindaf@ridistrict6290.org   (Cell Phone)  616-218-1331

[bookmark: _1fob9te]If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the District Grants Committee Chair. Further information regarding project eligibility is also available at the District website at www.ridistrict6290.org. RI publishes comprehensive Terms and Conditions for all grants, available for download on the district website under Our Foundation and Foundation Grants.
 
“On behalf of the Rotary District 6290 Grant Committee, I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and ability this grant application is complete, meets all District Local Grant guidelines, and is eligible for funding.”

	Print name of DGC Chair: Linda Falstad
	Signature
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