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*What is the Rotary Global Scholarship?

· Designed for Graduate Study: Rotary Global Scholarships are for graduate study in a country other than the United States. Applicants must have completed an undergraduate degree prior to applying and should also be accepted into a university program outside the US.
· Process has two parts: These scholarships are competitive, and application occurs in two Stages; please see section below, “How does this all work?”
· Includes a Service Project: In addition to graduate academic studies, applicants must propose and implement a sustainable, measurable and needs-based community service project that is associated with one of the seven areas of service supported by Rotary. Service Projects should be in the student’s chosen field and must be completed during the scholarship period. The Seven Areas of Focus are presented in the graphic below. For more information on developing your Service Project linked to one of Rotary’s Seven Areas of Focus, please click here.

[image: A diagram of a seven areas of focus  AI-generated content may be incorrect. ]
*Am I eligible?
· Applicants must have completed their undergraduate studies and have applied and been accepted to a graduate program outside the US. Applicants cannot be family members of Rotary members and must live in Rotary District 6290. This means that you currently work in, attend school in, or are a resident of District 6290. For further guidance click here. Students who are residents of District 6290 will receive priority consideration.
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*Why apply for a Rotary Global Scholarship?

· Global Scholarships fund graduate level studies abroad. Additionally, Global Scholars must execute a sustainable, measurable and needs-based community service project that needs to be completed during the scholarship period. Scholarships are awarded for one year with the opportunity to receive renewed annual funding for up to four years. The annual maximum scholarship support is $30,000. This level of support will not only help a student complete a graduate degree abroad, but it will help open employment and professional opportunities that will shape a positive trajectory of impact for a lifetime.

· Global Scholarships connect scholarship recipients with a local Rotary Club in the country in which they study. This allows for support within the country and also provides a community that scholars can interact with throughout their course of study and Service Project.
*How does this all work?

Interested individuals will submit an email to the Global Scholarship (GS) Committee Chair (Dr. Rachel Sytsma-Reed; email below), apprising her of their interest in the GS program. During this “Pre-Application” time, the GS Chair and interested individuals will review eligibility. A two-Stage application process begins when an eligible individual is invited to move on to the full application process; at this point the individual becomes a Prospective Candidate. The two Stages of the application process are outlined below.

*Stage One: Candidate Selection and Preliminary Application

· STAGE ONE – “CANDIDATE SELECTION/PRELIMINARY APPLICATION:”
Prospective Candidates are invited to submit a Preliminary Application; eligibility questions should be discussed with the Global Scholars Chair by email prior to submitting a Preliminary Application. Upon receipt of a completed Preliminary Application, the Global Scholarship Committee will conduct interviews. Based on the results of the interview and review of the completed Preliminary Application, the Prospective Candidate may have his/her application move on to the Rotary District Foundation for approval, after which notification will be made to The Rotary Foundation with a period of time for comments. If all looks good, the Prospective Candidate becomes a Candidate.
Preliminary Applications are due January 19, 2026.
· Stage One Preliminary Application: please click here. Preliminary Applications are due January 19, 2026.

*Stage Two: Candidate Formal Application

· STAGE TWO – “CANDIDATE FORMAL APPLICATION:” After completing Stage One (i.e., after a Prospective Candidate has been vetted and becomes a Candidate), he/she is invited by the District Global Scholar committee/Rotary International to complete and submit a Final Application. Final Applications are due June 1, 2026.

· Formal Application: Candidates will be invited to complete a Formal Application before March 1, 2026.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONSULT THE FOLLOWING:

*2025-2026 Timeline for Selecting a Global Scholar
· November, 2025
· Rotary District 6290 Candidate search starts; Pre-Application period opens
· January 19, 2026
· District 6290 Pre-Application for Prospective Candidates closes; Preliminary Applications due
· January 23, 2026
· Prospective Candidates will be notified about scheduling interviews with the Global Scholarship Committee
· February 20, 2026
· Stage One Interviews conclude.
· February 28, 2026
· Successful Prospective Candidates notified to begin the second stage: the Formal Application; they are now “Candidates”
· Candidates fill out The Rotary Foundation Formal Application
· Candidates complete all necessary required attachments and extra materials for Final Application
· Candidates discuss completed applications with District 6290 Rotary Foundation Staff
· June 1, 2026
· Formal Applications due to Global Scholar Committee
· July 15, 2026 (latest)
· Successful Candidate(s) notified of scholarship approval.

*Qualities of Successful Candidates for the Rotary Global Scholarship

· Excellent leadership skills and potential
· Proven record of success in chosen academic field
· Demonstrated, personal commitment to community service
· Well-defined and realistic educational and career goals
· Sincere interest and intent in maintaining a relationship with Rotary after the scholarship year
· Motivated to work with others in creative problem-solving
· Commitment to involvement with the host sponsor club in their host location


* Service Projects from Global Scholars

· Service Project: A key aspect of the Global Scholarship is the partnership between the scholar and the Rotary Club in which the scholar is a student. As a part of this relationship, Global Scholars must conceive of and plan out a Service Project associated with one of the Seven Areas of Focus embraced by Rotary. This Service Project will take place during the successful applicant’s year or years of study in the host country. This takes planning and vision; applicants are strongly encouraged to get started on this in Stage One of the application process. For examples of Service Projects please click here.

· Sample Service Projects – Titles with a 1-2 sentence description would be good to include on Webpage

*Past Global Scholars:  
· Graduate School Country
· Graduate School Name/Logo/Homepage link
· Graduate Program of Study 
· Ariel Dempsey (Global Scholar 2025) 
· Link to Ariel’s address to Rotary: click here. 
· Ariel’s Ted Talk: click here.

*Resources for Rotary Club Presidents and Foundation Representatives”
· Press Release 
· Newsletter Blurb that folks can pull and include on their club websites and/or club newsletters
· “Forwardable” talking points for Presidents to email to club members so that the messaging is clear, concise, consistent, and confident. 
· Recruiting Videos – in RAIL; Rachel can update/improve but not right now… anyone else want to take a stab at that or are they good as is?
· Global Scholars Slideshow for Recruiting - Clubs and Members.pptx



*Contact Person in Rotary District 6290

[image: A person wearing glasses and smiling

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]A fervent believer in and supporter of the mission of Global Scholars, Rachel Systma-Reed, District 6290 Global Grants Chair, is excited to leverage the joys and lessons of her own graduate school experiences for the purpose of helping develop the next generation of global leaders. Rachel holds a doctorate in Educational Psychology and a Master’s in Oceanography (Astrobiogeochemistry) from the University of Connecticut as well as a Master’s of Science in Secondary and Adult Science Education from Grand Valley State University. A former college professor (Calvin University) and researcher before moving to northern Michigan almost a decade ago, Rachel is passionate about the power of higher education to teach intellectual humility, broaden individuals’ perspectives, dismantle barriers, and catalyze global problem-solving. She highly values any work that honors and makes space in our culture for intellectual pursuits. She and her husband, Daniel Sytsma-Reed, live in Charlevoix with their three children and Maple, a toy poodle once mistaken for a black squirrel.
Please email Dr. Rachel Sytsma-Reed, District 6290 Global Scholarship Chair, at rachel@greatlakescfa.org, to register your Pre-Application interest in the Global Scholarship program, review eligibility, and submit all Preliminary Stage One) Application materials. 
Rotary District 6290 Global Scholar Review Committee:
Chairperson: Rachel Sytsma-Reed - Charlevoix Rotary Club
Alice Chapman – Kentwood Rotary Club 
Chris Etienne – Petoskey Rotary Club
James P White – Grand Rapids Rotary Club 
Jackie Taylor – Grand Rapids Rotary Club
Jayne Mohr – Traverse City Rotary Club
Al Bonney - Traverse City Rotary Club 
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