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Project fairs are regional events hosted by Rotary Districts, usually on an annual basis, to encourage international friendship and collaboration. Fairs are held in Africa, Europe, Central and South America and the Middle East.  Fairs give Rotary Clubs a chance to showcase their service efforts to potential global partners, and they give international visitors the   chance to find a project that meets their club's goals.

Fairs typically run two to three days and may include site visits to service projects as well as opportunities to experience the local culture. These activities help visitors learn about the community and build long-lasting relationships with their international hosts.

Why Host a Project Fair?

Hosting a project fair is a great way to meet Rotary members from around the world, promote your Club and District service efforts and find an international partner. Sharing your club’s priorities and your community's needs with potential partners increases the likelihood that your service projects will find support.

Who Can Attend?
Any Club representative or Rotary member interested in supporting an international service project can attend a fair. Project fairs give visitors the chance to develop a relationship with Rotary members in another country and see firsthand how a community would benefit from international collaboration.
Costs for Attendees:

· Transportation

· Conference Registration (usually includes meals)

· Hotel Accommodation (usually at reduced conference rate)

· Optional Tours 

· Souvenirs
Google: “Rotary Project Fairs” for more information
Colombia 2020 Top 10 Projects Seeking Global Grant Funding:
If your Club does not have an international project and is interested in allocating funds to an existing Global Grant submission, following are some of the projects that have applied for and/or already gained Global Grant status and are seeking international funding partners. Projects listed are in random order.
1. Economic Development Network (GG1985212) Medellin

Colombia has largest internally displaced population in world due to 60 yrs. of armed conflict.  Project is to empower 100 young, displaced people and their families through job readiness training and counselling to lead more peaceful and affirming lives.

Contact:  Daniel Cano (former Peace Scholar)  dancano@gmail.com
2. Fundemabu Moving to the 21st Century, Barranquilla
Marymount School educates 350 girls, aged 5 - 18 from low income families.  Project proposed and sponsored by the Interact Club that volunteers in this school.  Objective is to equip 13 classrooms with computer technology for the teachers to use and for shared student access to additional Chromebooks.
Contact:  Laura Posada laura.posada@fundemabu.co
3. Safe Sleep Saves Babies, Medellin
Prevent Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) by providing newborns living in extreme poverty with cost effective, portable cradles ($27 U.S.) so that they sleep in the correct position and not in overcrowded beds with adults. Partnering with the Colombian Red Cross, objective to also educate families on safe sleeping.
Contact:  Jairo Villegas  +573137768583
4. Organic Products & Economic Entreprenuership for El Pencal Village, Phase 2 
To assist 143 peasant families of an arid, hillside village who are seasonal coffee bean pickers to improve their lives through expansion of growing 30 varieties of organic products and the necessary irrigation.  Phase 1 increased orchard from 20 fruit trees to 50, increased initial irrigation storage capacity, introduced fish farming and provided marketing techniques.  Phase 2 is to build on success.
Contact: Alvaro Uribe Restrepo aur42126@gmail.com
5. Equipment Upgrade for Prosthetics Lab, Bogata
Half of Colombian population poor with limited access to health services.  Need to upgrade equipment to be able to assist more landmine victims annually as currently limbs built by hand.  60 yrs. of armed conflict have created vast need and prosthetics need to be renewed every 3 yrs.  Already partnering with U.S., Belgium and France in this initiative.

Contact:  Martin Kleiner martin.kleiner@mac.com
6. Unicorn Hackathon, Cucuta
To develop approximately 300 young entreprenuers with a global vision by equipping them with the technology tools and training to succeed in technology-based enterprises that may be run locally with the potential of a global market.  Presented by a very young, visionary Rotarian who is a tech wiz who views technology not as a problem, but as a solution!

Contact:  Jorge Luis Rojas Lugo publicidadbrothers@gmail.com
7. Rotary Feeds Solidarity, San Cristobal, VENEZUELA
Due to current unstable, political environment in Venezuela, there is no means to present projects at a fair.  Two Rotarians travel to Colombia to present the need.  11% of population in Venezuela only eats twice/day or less.  Objective to add 5 canteens in marginalized areas to an existing network to feed malnourished children between ages of 2 – 14 yrs. and to provide basic health assessments quarterly.  $10 U.S. provides nutrition for one month for one child.  Target is 1, 00 people of which 250 children.
Contact yet to be provided.
8. Urological Health, San Cristobal, VENEZUELA
High rate of urological diseases in Venezuela resulting in a high death rate due to access to medical treatment in timely fashion and/or infections.  Objective to purchase laparoscopic equipment to expand treatment capacity.  Urology hospital is free and has 700 beds, but only currently using 400.

Contact yet to be provided.

9. Re-Create, Santiago de Cali
In the very poorest schools in this community Rotaractors have assessed that children, particularly between the ages of 8 – 15, are not being offered extracurricular activities to explore new skills and/or enhance existing skills.  Every yr. Rotaractors work with 2 schools and want to improve life skills for children in grades 4 – 7 through sports, music and art.
Contact:  Maria Alejandra Bedoya Romero mabr410@hotmail.com
10.  Empowerment of Farm Women, Medellin
Colombian women suffer the most inequality in their society.  Objective is to enhance an existing collective or artisanal women producers through a strategy of combined production and commercialization.  Aim to elevate quality of each artisan’s products so that they are more competitive in the general marketplace. 

Contact:  Erika Aristizabal Erika.aristizabal4@gmail.com
For further information on any of these projects contact:
Joan Fisher, Rotary Club of London South sinkpolio@rogers.com
Ph.: 519-432-3954
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