
 

Rotary Scholarship helps change lives 

 

 

What is more important in this world than education?  We have been learning since the 
day we were born and I believe that our learning and unlearning process should continue 
for the rest of our lives. When I lived in Brazil for a year after high school, the Rotary 
International program helped me to learn and educate myself in a way I never could have 
imagined. I learned to speak a new language, to make new family and friends and to 
experience the world in a completely new and exciting way. Later, after four years of 
University Education I was able to reflect upon how important that experience truly was. 
It helped to shape my values and beliefs about the world in which I am a small but 
important part. My dream grew... I knew that I wanted to continue to educate myself, to 
learn new languages in order to glimpse into new cultures, to make connections with 
people and to live and experience new countries in a meaningful way, in order to change 
and better appreciate my own. I grew to firmly believe that living, studying and working 
abroad is an incredibly valuable experience and one that educates in a way that the 
classroom, a book, or a podcast never could.  
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Then, last year I received the Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship! What an incredible gift 
this was. This scholarship allowed me to make a dream come true, to continue to live out 
my goals and values and do it in a structured, safe and meaningful way. With the grant 
that I received, I moved to San Salvador, El Salvador and was able to attend the 
University, live with El Salvadorian families, get involved with local people and projects 
and experience a taste of Latin American culture. I am passionate about social justice and 
peace issues, specifically focusing on education for youth and how different forms of 
popular education can help, support and strengthen communities who have experienced 
violence, trauma and loss. I was able to connect with some inspiring individuals in my 
time and learn first-hand about how they worked with their communities to create art, 
music, safe spaces and a brighter future. 

My goal, in living in El Salvador, was to watch, listen, participate and learn in a way that 
I could take home to my own country and communities. I received more in my time there 
than I ever could have imagined. Speaking Spanish was a great plus for me, as I was able 
to connect with families and individuals on a deeper level. I was also always in constant 
contact with Rotary members and although far away from my own family, I never felt 
like I was left alone. I am beyond grateful for this experience and wish that every young 
and passionate person could experience the same. I firmly believe that we are all one big 
family and we need to learn to break down the barriers that separate us and keep us from 
living in violence, anger and hate. We need to find ways to connect with people from 
across the world who are experiencing life in a contrasting way, in order to better learn 
and grow as a whole. Thank you to everyone who made this experience possible for me 
and I cannot wait to keep this fire going for the rest of my journey! Gracias, paz y mucho 
amor, 

In July 2013, Ambassadorial Scholarships were replaced by GLOBAL GRANT 
Scholarships. Please refer potential candidates to the district website to determine 
eligibility and contact information. 

 

 


