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Understanding the past, moving forward together

                                   Update
 
For the Asking.. 
1. 
What are some of the ways to say thank you in an Indigenous language?

2. 
What is the significance of an eagle feather, a raven and sweet grass in First Nations cultures? 
3.
What role does tobacco play in Indigenous cultures?
(answers at the end of the newsletter)
Rotary News

On Sept. 9th, HIP Board members and District Representatives met together in the ceremonial lodge at the Soul of the Mother on Six Nations of the Grand River. The meeting began with smudging followed by a traditional Thanksgiving Address given by Diane Longboat and singing and drumming by several members of the Soul of the Mother. 
We were seated around a fire in a circle while we discussed HIP's Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. Our go forward plans will be outlined in the near future. In brief, we all came away feeling we had experienced something special and are all most excited about future opportunities. We enjoyed a delicious home-made lunch and were treated to guest speaker Audrey Powless-Bomberry, a long-time educator on Six Nations. She spoke about her extensive experiences and outlined the many needs of students in the school system. She was very enthusiastic about the Dolly Parton Imagination Library.
The 20th Annual Native Child and Family Services of Toronto Pow Wow is taking place on Sept. 30th at Dufferin Grove Park. The Rotary Club of Toronto will be involved. We hope you can attend. The link will provide event details: 20th Annual Pow Wow | Activities | Culture Days.
The Rotary District 7070 Conference Nov. 3-4 in Niagara has selected the Kairos Blanket Exercise as a hands-on activity. Lead by Nicole Patterson, the Exercise will be on Sat. Nov. 4th. Rotarians from other districts are also invited to join. It is hoped 100 Rotarians will participate. If you haven't seen it before, now is the perfect opportunity to partake. Please see the conference link to register Rotary Uncorked – Hands On: Indigenous Community Focus – Rotary 7070 District Conference 2017. Nicole is also doing a Blanket Exercise in Belleville. Please contactct Nicole if you would like to discuss a Kairos Blanket Exercise nic.patterson@gmail.com or go on the link Rotary HIP - Links.  

On Sept. 23rd/24th, District 7080 held their District Conference. John Lomax co-ordinated Indigenous activities around music and peace. John is also co-ordinated an event at the Unitarian Church Mississauga on Sept. 26th.
HIP Director, David Newman has been very busy in Winnipeg this month beginning with hosting a visit with HIP Chair, Chris Snyder. Chris spoke about HIP at the Rotary club and attended ceremony at the Ma Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre (hosted by HIP Director, Diane Redsky). Chris provides greater details later in the newsletter. David also was busy working with the organization of the annual Rotary District 5550 Peace Days in late September. We have added two You Tube videos that David has been involved with. The first video is a walk undertaken by school children and the second video provides an overview of the Peace Days event. Take a look and see if you recognize our HIP director. Indigenous ways and philosophy are very much a part of the ongoing search for peace.  David also wrote an article that was published which can be read on our blog under "The World is Watching"  Rotary HIP - Blog. Job well done, David!
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Rotary International Convention

You no doubt are aware of the international convention coming to Toronto June 23-27, 2018. We expect 25,000-30,000 people to attend. Many people have suggested we have a presence there. We have, in fact, been working on this for some time. Here is what we are aiming for:

1.
A keynote address from the podium at the ACC from an Indigenous leader

2.
A high end Indigenous entertainer at the ACC

3.
Several breakout sessions

4.
Kairos Blanket Exercise

5.
Proper protocol throughout i.e. recognition of First Nations land etc.

6.
Dancing, singing, entertainment at the Friendship Centre

7.
A HIP booth at the Friendship Centre

8.
An opportunity for Indigenous peoples to sell their art and crafts

If you have any questions, suggestions or want to help out, please advise Julie Dunaiskis at  julie@eccgroup.ca

What is your club doing? Please email Julie Dunaiskis (julie@eccgroup.ca)  with a brief summary so we can post on the HIP website and provide an update in upcoming newsletters.  This will help other clubs and provide a sense of how we are involved.  We do not know the precise number of clubs across Canada who are involved in educational and awareness activities, however, our guess is at least 100. Some were involved well before HIP, many on their own and some because of our encouragement and leadership. 
Podcasts - Our most recent podcast was with Bob Rae. Mr. Rae was guest speaker at the Rotary Club of Toronto lunch meeting on March 29, 2017. We now have podcasts with John Andras, Tim Thompson, Chris Snyder, the Honourable Paul Martin, the Honourable Bob Rae and Kenn Richard. These are short and will provide terrific
insight into indigenous issues. We also have a video with Paul Martin. More are to come. Please advise if you have someone you think would be good to have on a podcast. These interviews were conducted by Emre Yurga, the incoming chair of the Rotary Club of Toronto's Indigenous Services Committee. Thank you, Emre.
Photo Album - We have added several photos from a knitting group of ten seniors from Markham-Stouffville-Uxbridge-Toronto-Atlanta(Georgia) that are sending items to East Three Secondary School in Inuvik . The items will include 100 scarves, 75 hats, 35 pair of mittens and 45 slippers. The new Minister of Indigenous Services, Jane Philpott contacted us to see if we could assist in the shipment of the items through our networks. Arrangements are being made.
Request a Speaker - Would your club like to have a Speaker at an upcoming meeting? If so, please check the list of available speakers on our website under Resources/Speakers List.  Or contact Tom Sears (tsears@sympatico.ca) to 
propose a date and a subject you would like the person to speak about i.e.  a) about HIP  b) a project  or  
c) awareness of the issues.  Ideally these talks will inform members and guests and hopefully engage members in becoming involved in an Indigenous program, donating money and developing a relationship with the local
 Indigenous community. We are happy to help you connect with the community close to you.  There have been an estimated ten presentations in the past month. As mentioned, Jay Lomax has agreed to be a part of our speaker's bureau.
Other 
A reminder, you can find our brochure on our website under Resources (Rotary HIP - HIP Brochure). If you would like to use it, you may print and distribute to your networks. If you need more, contact us and we can send. We have also improved our Facebook page and added a twitter handle. We have over 200 FB followers and 60 twitter subscribers to date. If you would like to be a friend on our Facebook page, click :  https://www.facebook.com/HonouringIndigenousPeoples/ to see our new site. You can like, follow and share. We
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also encourage you to check our website and contents regularly. Encourage your friends too. Also send Julie (julie@eccgroup.ca) the email address of anyone who you think would like to receive our newsletter.
We receive many comments on our website, however, we have grown considerably since it was first created. Our communications committee lead by Fred Lawlor, John Currie and Shirley Hawkins and administered by Julie is currently reviewing our website and other communication materials.
News & Events  

HIP Director, Lisa Farano was very active with several projects this summer as below:

Indigenous Life Festival - Miino Bmaadzwin (The Good Life)
The first Indigenous Life Festival was held at Blue Mountain Village Aug. 18-20th. The main thrust behind this one of a kind festival was education and awareness. Lisa wanted guests to walk away with more knowledge than they arrived with and the festival was a resounding success. Partners were M'Wikwedong Native Cultural Resource Center in Owen Sound and in particular, Ojibway elder and Knowledge Keeper, Glenn Trivett. Friday night was an information sharing panel discussion with Michael McLuhan hosting and guests were Innu youth leader Delilah Saunders, Indigenous rights advocate Branden Emmerson who spent six months at Standing Rock and sports journalist Laura Robinson. The weekend was all about interaction and discussion with questions and open dialogue encouraged by everyone. KAIROS hosted a blanket exercise and lots of interactive drumming, dancing, singing and even Cree comedian Don Burstick kept the weekend lively. Additional partner was the Indigenous 150+ Film Festival which screened back to back Indigenous films with lots of discussion and interaction. The Village at Blue Mountain 
has begun planning for next summer and John Ralston Saul has already shown interest in participating in the panel discussion.
Elephant Thoughts Summer Camp at Timiskaming First Nation

Twenty-five youth from Timiskaming First Nation participated in a one-week, fully interactive and high energy Elephant Thoughts summer science camp which was partially sponsored by Rotary HIP. Kids participated in all kinds of science experiments focusing on environmental learning and outdoor education. Director of Education and Principal Dan Lavigne was grateful and thrilled for the support of Rotary HIP without which this camp experience would not have been possible for the youth of his community.
Equinox Public Awareness Campaign

Equinox received a donation from Charley Coffey of $2,500 to kick off an individual fundraising component. Lisa is organizing a Go Fund Me campaign to enable individuals to contribute to this awareness and education campaign of the Canadian public to dispel many myths and misinformation about the history of Indigenous peoples. Kiwanis and other corporate organizations have indicated much interest in this program.
Approved Projects (Rotary HIP - Approved projects)
Check the HIP website to see full project descriptions and updates.  We hope you or your club can support any of the projects mentioned as follows.  We need much more financial support.  Please join in.  Not only will you help the project become reality and assist with the educational needs but you will learn a lot as well. We are also reviewing several new initiatives. When approved, we will be providing a brief outline with a link to the project. All 
of the projects below have been approved by our project committee and have the full support of the Indigenous community.
Kashechewan's Paddling with the Cree
In 2016, 16 young people completed their first canoe adventure along the Albany River to Kashechewan despite some difficulties with low water levels.  The members developed strong whitewater skills and were able to line 
canoes down the rapids. Many could not swim but they learned how to be comfortable and safe in the water.
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Two groups participated in 2017 to great success. Click the following link for their exciting report Rotary HIP - Newsletters. If you would like to help cover the costs of equipment and training, you can do so online through our HIP website and receive an immediate donation receipt from Canada Helps who processes the donations for us. You can also send a cheque made payable to HIP and indicate it is for this project. This money will help First Nations children learn a lot about themselves and their culture. The Ontario Government have given us a sizeable donation, however, we need additional funding. We also received a $2,500 donation from a donor in the UK. The cause was brought to their attention by a person working in Moose Factory. This is the largest individual donation received for this project to date.
Dolly Parton Imagination Library
Through the Dolly Parton Foundation, OISE and Native Child and Family Services of Toronto, books are supplied every month to Indigenous children from age 0 to age 5 in the GTA. If your club would like to help sponsor this
program in the GTA or in a separate community, contact Chris Snyder. Additional details are outlined on our website. Already there are 180 children enrolled in the GTA program and Keith McCrady, the co-ordinator who works with Native Child and Family Services of Toronto has received many favourable comments from the recipients. We have recently received an additional $7,500 to help fund this. Audrey Powless-Bomberry from Six Nations recently endorsed this program.
One Laptop per Child Canada
OLPC Canada connects Indigenous education programs to technology designed with 21st century students in mind. To date, the initiative has provided laptops and tablets to more than 10,000 Indigenous youth located in 60+ communities from coast to coast. The laptops and tablets are preloaded with educational content including books and interactive programs highlighting Aboriginal languages and cultures. Please see our website for details or contact OLPC at info@olpccanada.com. A number of clubs have recently donated to this project.
Elephant Thoughts
Elephant Thoughts is a leader in First Nations and Inuit educational programs. A team of professional educators incorporate First Nations and Inuit values, culture, special needs and specific disciplines into all programs. Their programs teach and integrate traditional and contemporary knowledge.

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge recently supported a one-week summer science program in Timiskaming First Nation, Quebec. As the first reserve created in Canada, the Algonquin community is located right on the border of Quebec and Ontario and 60% of their traditional territory is in Ontario. The Elephant Thoughts Summer Camp has been travelling to First Nations and Inuit communities nationwide since 2004 to deliver high energy, high quality science and technology themed programming to help engage and empower participants between the ages of 9-13. The children in last year's program had many wonderful nature experiences. The aim of the program is to help promote the "Big Ideas" relating to all fields of science and technology while creating awareness about traditional culture and Indigenous science practises. Participants are encouraged to develop confidence to ask questions and gain a better understanding of how the world around us works through hands-on materials and equipment. The goals of the summer camp are to promote science and technology, solidify a working foundation of scientific principals and methods and to encourage and excite participants to enter careers in science and technology. Your donation today will allow more children to experience nature next summer.
We continue to work with these and other groups to develop programs. If you have a project you would like others to join you in, please contact us. Application forms are on our website under Contacts if you have a project you wish us to consider or approve.
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Blog (Rotary HIP - Blog)
As always, there have been many news items recently that have been added to our blog.  Several are local Toronto stories along with HIP Director, David Newman's article "The World is Watching". Keep checking back for regular updates.  

Resources - Films & Documentaries (Rotary HIP - Films & Documentaries)
We have added several new You Tube videos from the Peace Days Winnipeg and one from the OneXOne First Nations Breakfast Program. Many other videos and films are available on our website. 

If you have recently viewed a good film or documentary or read a book not on our list with an indigenous theme or message, please email Julie Dunaiskis (julie@eccgroup.ca) and Janet McLeod (jmm@nexicom.net) to add to our list.  
HIP Membership & Donations
We would like you, your club and friends to become members.  You do not need to be a Rotarian to join. You can join today by selecting (Rotary HIP - Become a Member) on the HIP website.  Complete the online form and send us a cheque for $100 made payable to HIP. By becoming a member, you are saying we like and support what HIP is 
doing. Here is $100 to help move the cause of education and awareness forward. Please note, membership payment cannot be done online as it is not tax-receiptable. Please send a cheque c/o  100 Simcoe St., Suite 110, Toronto M5H 3G2 and reference the online form or send a note with your name, address, email and club(if applicable) to the above address. We will send you an acknowledgement and ensure you will receive our monthly newsletter.






Charitable donations can now be accepted online through our website (Rotary HIP - Make a Donation) and the donor will receive a tax receipt immediately.  You may designate funds to a specific project or to general projects focusing on education.  Thank you for your continued support of our projects.

Message from HIP Chair, Chris Snyder
I recently spent several days in Winnipeg with directors, David Newman and Diane Redsky. Winnipeg is considered to be Canada's largest Indigenous Reserve with 90,000 Indigenous peoples. Several years ago, MacLean's Magazine named it Canada's most racist city.  After my visit, I find this statement hard to believe. 
While there, we had meetings with the Manitoba Aboriginal Sports and Recreational Council, a presentation of the services of Ma Mawi Wi Itata Centre, an Indigenous services organization run by Diane, a meeting with Damon Johnston, the defacto chief of the Indigenous people in Winnipeg and CEO of the Aboriginal Council of Winnipeg.

I addressed the Rotary Club of Winnipeg which has a very active HIP committee, was part of a Peace Day at city hall which included a short meeting with the Métis Mayor, Brian Bowman and was present at a peace partners gathering at the fabulous Museum for Human Rights. This lead to a meeting with their CEO, John Young. There were many other Indigenous people I met who worked for Indigenous causes together with the non-Indigenous community.
What came out of all of this is there is a well integrated group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Winnipeg, all working together. There are many good things going on - just not enough. Everyone wanted to work with us on education and awareness issues. All of these groups were most impressed with our thrust and as mentioned want to work with us. This is to me very exciting.
David, who is a former minister of Indian and Northern Affairs in Manitoba is extremely well connected and respected as is Diane Redsky. We are very lucky to have them HIP directors.
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Over the years, David and Diane have developed outstanding relationships with everyone. This led me to conclude there is an endless list of opportunities for HIP and Rotary not just in Winnipeg but everywhere. If we follow Diane and David's lead of creating a good relationship, first peoples will want to partner with us.
What we concluded at the Six Nations meeting was an excellent way to build a relationship and create awareness is through a project with the Indigenous peoples. It must, though, be a project driven by the Indigenous community. You can do this by visiting the community, go to a pow wow, visit a reserve or community Friendship Centre or ask them to your club. If you want to discuss or help make a connection, please contact us. It might take some time but the opportunities for all are unlimited.
Meegwetch,
 

Sincerely




Chris Snyder 
Chair, HIP
snyder@eccgroup.ca
416-364-0181 Ext. 2501
905-990-1735 
Answers:
1.
Meegwetch is the most common, however, other words in other communities include Yawk0, Quajannamiik, nia:wen, Niyawe, Nakurmiik and Marse.
2.
In many First Nations communities, the eagle feather is a symbol of truth, power and freedom. The dark and light colours represent balance and the feathers pointing upwards symbolizes love. An eagle feather is often held in a meeting by the person speaking. The raven symbolizes change and sometimes is considered to be a trickster because of its changing attributes. Sweet grass is often used in smudging ceremonies usually in braided form and considered sacred.
3.
Tobacco is often given as a gift to the Indigenous person and establishes a relationship between the giver and the recipient. Tobacco is considered to be a sacred medicine.
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