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2018 DISTRICT CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

John U. Bacon has worked the betterpart of two decades as a writer, a publc speaker, and a
college instructor, winning awards for all three. He has authored nine books on sports, busi-
ness, healh, and history, the last five New York Times bestsellrs, including The Great Halfax
Explosion: A Workd War | Story of Treachery, Tragedy, and Extraordinary Heroism. The book is
a riveting account o the largest manmade explosion in history priorto the atomic bomb, and
the equally astonishing tales of survival and heroism that emerged from the ashes.

India stay in high school. Balla is
Known as “The Toilet Warror” and through his efforts 6,500 Indian school chidren can now go
1othe tolet at school. Mark has delivered a TEDx talk, spoken at district conferences and mul
distict PETS in Australia and India. He was a speaker at the WASRAG World Water Summit

520 Pauloin 2005 and at the Rotary Presidential Summit on WASH and Literacy in Schools in
Kolkata in 2016. At the R Convention in Seou in 2016 he was elected to te board of WASRAG.

Mariyn M. Kaplan is a charter member and past president of Cross Timbers Rotary Club in
Norman, and past club treasurer. She completed a three-year stint serving as Treasurer in
Rotary Distict 5770, she has served ten years as a member of the Rotary Bi-Ditrict Founda-
tion Banquet Committee, and she has chaired Rotary Distict 5770's committee to promote
attendance at the Rotary Intemational Conventions. She served as Rotary District Govemor in
2015-16. Marilynjoins us as RI President lan H.S. Riseley's representative.

Chris Etienne firs joined Rotary in 1990 and is honored to be a member of the Rotary Club
of Petoskey since1991. She served as club president in 1997-98. Chris has served Rotary
District 6290 in many capacites including Assistant Governor, Membership Chair, Distict
Trainer, Nominating Comitiee Chair, Finance Chair and was Distict Govemor in 2007-
2008. Chiis is currenty senving as the Rotary Coordinator for Zone 29 and was a training
leader forthe Regional Leaders Training Insitute in 2016.

Tan Boeckh s the President and a Director of the Graham Boeckh Foundaion tha s dedicated
1o transforming mental health senvices. He has been involved in a number of large-scale pro-
jocts n ntegrated youth services, and major colaboratives in the mentl health sector in Cana-
da and intemationally. Ian i also a former Director of the Mental liness Foundation of Quebec,
whose mission is 1o promote mental health and raise awareness by educating secondary
‘,/ ‘school students on how to recognize the signs of mental health problems and how to seek help.

Dr. Jeff Reuter s the former director of Ohio Sea Grant and Stone Lab. He currently acts as
‘Special Advsor to the office, and continues to participate on regional, national and intemation-
al advisory groups concemed with protecting Lake Erie. Dr. Reutter is an aquatic biokogist and
limnologist, the author of over 150 fechnica reports and joual articles, and a frequent lecturer
on ssues related to the changing Lake Erie ecosystem, harmil aigal blooms, nutrent loading,
‘aquati invasive species, linking environmental health and coastal economic development.





