THE

REMARKABLE
MR. HARRIS

AND TI-IE CLUB THAT CHANGED THE WORLD




deseribed Chicago as a "great sore of a city.” It was dirty. Al i T t
|t was carrupt, It was the Home of Faul Harris. ) -
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written by DIANA SCHOBERG



Chicago's central business district, §

where Harris worked os a lawyer,

was are of the most densely packed B2

cormmercial greas in the world

was Filled

with peaple,
yet it wae

impersonal,
and Harris

He longed for a place
where ke could Find people
ke could briest, people
fike Ehose i the small Mew
Ergland town of his youth
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Faul Percy Harrie was bom
19 April 1868 In Racine, Wis,

M Father took Him o live with Hig grandparents
b Wallingford, VE., when he was three years old after
tHe Family ran into Finsrcial Eroubls,
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Crowing up in
Y Wallingford, Harris
wae wmilschievaus.

He skipged

climbed out of His |

il

be dgleeping...

«ard g2t bent pire on chapel ' TRy S He matched up his family's
pews for peaple bo ait o, [T11Y g g TG rooster, Methuselah, n
SRTE T | g cockfight with the local
g g =7 "|  blacksmiti's rooster,

i

-

" The 1itsle red schodlhouss that he avoided s pow the meeting place of the Rotary Club of WalllngFord.
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As he got older, Harris drifted from
school to school, attending Black. River Academy
Che was expelled?, Vermont Milkary Academy,
and the University of Yerment, where e helped
Found what ke called an "urderground society
for the subjugatton of unruly Freshmen.”

He was expelled along with three athers over
accusalions about its activities, thowugh
later they all received degrees From the school.

He was shudying al Frinceton when e
found out his beleved grandfacher hed died,

WORK HARD AND
LIVE HOMORASLY FOR
YOUR GRAMOFATHER'S
SAKE.

When the school year was ovir,
Haris westt back to Walllngford
bo live with his grandmother.
Directicnleas, he book a job a9

| UM an office boy ab a marbie company =

For #1 a day. After a year,
Hia gramdmather decided ha
should go to law schoct,




His grandmother died
ang year into ke schooling, B

the Lniversity of
lowa law achoal, [r
Harris stopped in |
. He was

fascinated by the

Harris graduated from law school
in 1851, AL the commincement
cargmiciyy, Ehe kiymate apaakar U.HgE-:l
the graduates bo take five yeara to go
to a emall fown and make a fool of
themselves before setiling down In the
clty of their chioice to buBid 4 career,

Harris took. that as
permigsion bo go ol on an adventure...
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SAN'FRANCISCO

i | Reparter far the
< Son Fronciscs Chranicle

Yosemite
Yokley

e
Pl

Artar af the Old
Fiftesnth Street Theoter,
reporfer for the Recky
Mountain Mews




Watched Grover
| - Glevelonds inaugurotson
and hod o temperary stint
| ot the Woshington Stor [ B

e s “9) he traveled the world,
- “ﬂuh-{ll'lﬂ'“i"lﬁ\‘- FI;_:HL S i1 .; T t-ihiﬂg DM jDI?S
ITmi:lmdmnﬂ f‘f?;;? o dﬂ'ﬂl tl'lﬂ way to

pay for it

Mrght chark at the
5t. Jomes, the best toursst
hartel in thie city
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i@ On Z7 February 1896, at the Al i II||||H
' age of 7, Harrls settled in la‘ T ] I| |

i Chicago and built a law practice [ I'-'I" AL
|l representing victims of bankruptey :

i and embezziement. [t was a good

b focus at that Hme in a lawless

Fraptier Bow Flled with Fraad,

e
sy

dEFFleulE bo
gettle dowr
Hao'd dins
k¥ Al efHRic
[l eaterizs every
} night to
I 1rar dboir
{  different
culluregs
i :: ! i:"l: churehes of

_,_' -- . :. Sunday afternoons
P, were the loneliest of all.
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: Harris told Siivester Schisls, a cllent ard coal
Harrls was impressed by how Frank had : dealer From a swall Fown T Tndians, about
mide Friende with the busineasmen It his idea for a cub. It would nclude membera,
each from a different profession, who would
gatker For Friendship and mutual cooperation,
They could join only if another member
vouchked For them.




Harris and Schiele talked it over with Gus Loehr, a mutual client and mining
engineer, who offered to hold the organizational meeting in Wis office, Loehr invited [S5]
Wiz friend Hiram Shorey, another Mew Ertgt&riﬂ_er' and a merchant tailor.

N Harris hosted
| ERe mext meati
= when EHe Fifthk
= member, Harry
i Rusgles; joed,
By the third
meeting, the club
kad 15 members.
AL this meeting,
| Hosted by Schisle,

bhey established
| long-atandi
o Fradibions auch
ag paying fines
for miadeedn
o and addressing
Ve il Fellow members
23 February 1905, Roort 711y Unity Bullding, Chicdgo O by their first

; S names, which

wag unusual af
EHat time,

Il
ROLIMD "I'AELE.
1i“.|.-l.l!-iI

HOW ABOUT
ROTARKF

They decided
on Ehe name
Rotary, after
1 the practica
of rotating the
| meetings among
club membera’
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Schiele was

the club'a firat
preaiders, and
Harris was
glectad bo Fhe
post in 1907,

Harris agked San Francisco _

bderued Musioz,
who was geing
on 4 trip fo
Sar Franclaog,
o sop whether
pecpie there
wers mEeregted
(1 Farming a
club, Muraz
priembiceted Ehe
idea bo Howier
Wood, who ras
with I, leading [0

ko the formation Fane
of tle second
Rofary club
in 1808,

I 1910, Herrés ripped kis jacket

whilp Wik g with the Chicago Praivie Club,

a wilderneas group of which he was
a4 charter member. Jean Thomsaon, aleo

an Ehe Hike, effered to mend [E.

New York City
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In 1208,

the Rotary
Club of

Pl Yok was
84 established,

Three motha
later, tha bwo
married. Thiy
rmaread keir home
Comely Bank,
after the street
in Edinzurgh,
Scotland, where

Jean grew up.
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That year, the National
Agsoclation of Rotary Clubs
was formed, and Harrls became
its First president. In 1912,
Harris retired, exiausted, He
retreatad From the public eye
for nearty 15 years, General
Secretary Chesley R Perry said
me suffered a "serious i
breakdown." Harris deseribed
what happened as a heart attack,
Hig poor health continued
Fhroughout his life, including
another heart atkack and a

merv s breakdowm,

I APPOIMNT A COMMITTEE
OF OME, WHO WILL BE CHESLEF
PERRE TO SEMD A TELEGRAM Th
OUR FRESIDENT EMERITUS,
EEPRESSIMNG THE APPRECINT DN
AMD LOVE OF EVERY DELEGATE

Wheri He recovered,

Harria returmed HERE AMD OUR REGRET
to hig legal work., THAT HE 15 NOT WITH US5.
Ha avoided Hofary
corvientions, sending

risgsrEAdes fo be

In 1926, Harris
reemerged. "The
Rotarian,™ which had
been [aunched in

1911 to publish a
treatise by Harris on
Rotary, printed his
autoblography, in part
to dispel mimore about
where he'd beer all
Erose years. The Final
imetallment, published
in November of that
year, showed the
Harrises in Bermuda,
where He made kis
First visit to a

Fatary club an

foreign soil since

the organization's
founding,
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In May 1928, they safied
Frowm Montresl fo Greal
Britain, on what would
e the first of several
withriwirel bours of Rolary
cubs in other emmiries,

He set sall agait In 1932, traveling to The Haguwe

as a delegate o a law congress and visiti
m'thltntmwmmp[ﬂsmh:hmHElﬂM Fﬁiﬂ]

Riga, Labvim and Stockhotm, Swidern

Fe channeled his mischief [ a mare
constructive marmer than before, uniting
Rotarians the world over.*

THE DOCTORS TELL
ME THAT T AM BOT TO
SaY VERY MUCH, BUT HOW COLLD
I, IN ANY BRIEF SENTENCE, IMPART
TO YOLl EVEN A VESTIGE OF THE
SENTIMENTS A5 T WITNESS
THIS WAST COMCOURSES

Harriy had a heart atfack in 1229 but
aurprised everyone when e showed up at
the 1230 B Corvention, his first
convention appearance since 1912,

That vear, as the Nazi party was gaining
r in Germany, Harrés planted kis first free
of friendahip an European eofl in Berlin,

“Always up for sheranigee, Haris ploved & blond=Halred ket y In a shelch ab Ehe krhest of Darisk Bolariars.

A



5,11943 Fl Convention

ROTARY HAS STOOD
THE TEST OF FIRE AND
BLOOD AMD MAMFESTLY
3 DESTINED TO EMNDURE.

Sk
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After Finiehing his travels, Harris cantinued addressing conventicns,
conbributing to "The Rotdarian," and writing books about his life.

After a long ilness,
rlarria dipd on

Z7 laruary 1947,

AN outpauring of dodationa to The Rotary Foundation insplred the creation of the Paul Harris
Memorial Furnd to fortify the Foundation, That year, the Foundation launched the forerunner
ta the Ambassadorial Scholarships program, calling the students *Faul Harris Fellows,™

in 1857, the Foundation Trustees created the Faul Harris Fellow recognition to honor donors
of 91,000. To dare, more than a million Fellows have been recognized.
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