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This project is in the planning stages for 2021-2022 and will involve working with a non-
profit organization called Water First.

e Water Firstis the only charitable organization in Canada focused on addressing
Indigenous communities’ water challenges through education, training, and
collaboration.

o Together with First Nation communities, Water First is working to solve the issue that
water treatment plants have no ongoing training in water management once the
treatment plant built.

e Water First works with tribal councils by funding a career training program for young
adults in water management. The program is a 15-month program, where those
selected are paid and trained and at the end graduates of the program will receive their
Operator in Training (OIT) and Water Quality Analyst (WQA) certifications meaning they
are Provincially certified in water management.

e In 15 months, the internship program provides over 2,000 hours of training in the
classroom, at local water treatment facilities, and out on the land. And then use their


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterfirst.ngo%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9c4223a2f80c4a15d7c008d916322ae4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637565226986413884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nDYC5otNrw37L0HC8mFe8I7WYwBKVGPfGCIQqQcAKmQ%3D&reserved=0

knowledge, skills, and credentials to support their communities, providing safe and
clean drinking water for future generations.

e Each program supports 12 - 18 students
o Costis approx. $50,000 per intern for 15-month program
e Funding - 1/3 by First Nations

e Water First, will assist in the intern selection process and manage the 15-month training
program.

Programs to date:

e #1 Pilot - Manitoulin Island - 7 First Nation communities

o #2 Kenora (Bimose) - 11 First Nation communities

e #3 Georgian Bay - 8 First Nation communities - start May 2021

o #4 77 - start spring 2022; with Rotary District 7010 support (includes clubs in Sudbury
and surrounding area)

Objectives:

« Raise funding to provide support to Water First 4" program.

e Apply for financial assistance utilizing District and The Rotary Foundation Global Grant
funds.

o Work with Water First to influence selection of 4" program, preferably within the area
covered by Rotary District 7010.
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For additional information contact Rotary International District 7010 -
RIDistrict7010@gmail.com
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