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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

PRESIDENT
 
Better Than Your Best

strategically. As you plan your next project, ask
yourself: “How does this create the conditions
for peace?” Consult the Pillars of Positive Peace
to learn how we can bring the world one step
closer to peace in everything we do.

The more you change your community
and the world, the more you will
change. Don’t just tell people about the
projects you have run or the funds you
have raised. Tell them how Rotary has
shaped who you are. Those personal
stories open doors, inspire new
members, and remind all of us why we
are here.
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Rotary has a way of surprising you.

YINKA BABALOLA

It surprises you when a stranger across the table becomes a lifelong friend. It
surprises you when a small project in one neighborhood ripples outward in ways you
never imagined. And it may surprise you when you realize that the person Rotary has
changed most … is you.

That is why this year, we are called to harness the change within ourselves, to look to
the future, and to Create Lasting Impact.

Now, I want to be clear about what those words mean. Change is only the beginning.
Impact is what endures. We must think of the long-term impact of every project. How
can a new water system contribute to the long-term health of a community? Can
residents help other communities build their own? How can a new classroom be part
of a wider strategy to improve education in the area? That is the sort of thinking we
need.

As we prioritize impact, we must also consider how our actions can contribute to
peacebuilding. Peace does not happen by accident. It must be built deliberately and 

READ MORE



Thank you, my dear friends. Now let’s get to work.

YINKA
 President, Rotary International

Storytelling is also an excellent way to recruit new members and raise funds. We need
more people standing with us and more resources if we are to end polio, spread
peace, and have a lasting impact on the world. We have set a goal of increasing
membership to 1.25 million Rotarians and more than 125,000 Rotaractors by 2030,
just in time for Rotary’s 125th anniversary.

Sit down with your club and look back over your accomplishments in the last few
years. Find your best year. Maybe it was a record year for new members.

Maybe you reached a fundraising milestone. Maybe you completed a project that the
whole community is still talking about. Once you find that year, I challenge you to do
better than your best.

In these ways and more, we will Create Lasting Impact across the globe, in our
communities, and in ourselves.
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CREATE IMPACTLasting

LINDSEY CANCINO
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MESSAGE FROM THE
DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

Happy New Rotary Year!

Welcome to a new Rotary year — one filled with incredible opportunity and purpose.

As we step into 2026–27, I invite each of you to focus on what matters most: doing
good in the world, helping our fellow man, and promoting peace — in our
communities, around the world, and within ourselves.

This is a remarkable moment for our organization. We are closer than ever to
eradicating Polio, a goal generation of Rotarians have worked tirelessly toward. And
we have more grant resources available to us than ever before, giving every club the
tools to turn great ideas into lasting change across our ten nations.

Your District Team stands ready to support you every step of the way — whether
that’s identifying the right grant for your project, starting a new EarlyAct, Interact,
Rotaract or Rotary club or other membership initiative, connecting you with
resources, or simply helping you dream a little bigger about what your club can
accomplish this year.

Let’s build on the strong foundation laid this past year and carry it forward together.
Let’s continue to Unite for Good, Create Lasting Impact, and Protect our Future.

I am honoured to serve alongside you this year, and I can’t wait to see what we
accomplish together.
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My fellow Rotaractors of District 7020,
Happy New Rotary Year! Today marks the beginning of a new journey for our
District, and I am deeply honored to officially begin serving as your District
Rotaract Representative for the 2026/2027 Rotary Year.

As we step into this new chapter together, I want to first express my sincere
gratitude to the leaders and administrations who came before us. Their
commitment, sacrifices, leadership, and service helped shape the district we are
privileged to be part of today. We are building on the foundation they laid, he te
standards they set, and the impact they created across our communities.

This year, our District theme is Rooted in L.O.V.E. To be rooted in L.O.V.E. means
to be grounded in Leadership, Opportunities, Vibe, and Excellence..

It means leading with purpose, creating opportunities for growth and service,
embracing our unique Caribbean spirit, and striving for excellence in
everything we do.

As we begin this Rotary Year in July, we also recognize Maternal and Child Health
Month. This reminds us that our service must continue to uplift the well-being,
dignity, and future of mothers, children, and families across our communities. I
encourage our clubs to reflect this spirit of care and compassion throughout the
month.

This year, I encourage every club, every leader, and every member to see
themselves as part of something greater than one title, one project, or one
club. We are one District, connected by service and driven by the desire to
make a lasting difference.

To our district leadership team, our club officers, and every Rotaract across
District 7020, thank you for saying yes to service, for believing in the power of
Rotaract, and for being part of this journey.

As we begin this new rotary Year, let us move forward with open hearts,
strong values, and a shared commitment to impact. Let us lead with love. Let
us serve with purpose. Let us build together.

Together, as one District, we will lead, create opportunities, embrace our
Caribbean vibe, and pursue excellence, firmly Rooted in L.O.V.E.

Herode Metellus
District Rotaract Representative
Rotaract District 7020
Rotary Year 2026–2027

Yours in Rotaract Service,
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Rotary
District 7020

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL'S

Club Excellence Award

2025-2026
Congratulations

TO OUR DISTRICT 7020  CLUBS

TOGETHER,
WE INSPIRE

EXCELLENCE.

Service
Above

Rotary Club of Abaco

Rotary Club of Cap-Haitien

Rotary Club of Central Cayman Islands

Rotary Club of Christiana

Rotary Club of Delmas-Centre (E-Club)

Rotary Club of Downtown Kingston

Rotary Club of East Nassau

Rotary Club of Eleuthera

Rotary Club of Grand Cayman-Sunrise

Rotary Club of Grand Cayman

Rotary Club of Grand Turk

Rotary Club of Juvénat

Rotary Club of Kingston East & Port

Royal

Rotary Club of Kingston

Rotary Club of Liguanea Plains

Rotary Club of Manville

Rotary Club of Manor Park

Rotary Club of Montego Bay

Rotary Club of Nassau

Rotary Club of Negril

Rotary Club of New Kingdom

Rotary Club of New Providence

Rotary Club of Old Fort

Rotary Club of Petion-Ville Sud

Rotary Club of Petion-Ville

Rotary Club of Port-au-Prince

Rotary Club of Road Town

Rotary Club of South Ocean

Rotary Club of South East Nassau

Rotary Club of St. Andrew North

Rotary Club of St. Croix Mid-Isole

Rotary Club of St. Croix West

Rotary Club of St. Croix West

Rotary Club of Maarten Mid-Isole

Rotary Club of Maarten

Rotary Club of St. Martin Sunset

Rotary Club of Sunrise of Road Town

Rotary Club of The Cayman Islands

Sunset

Rotary Club of Trafalgar New

Heights

Rotary Club of West Nassau

Rotaract Club of Delmas

Rotaract Club of South East Nassau

Centennial

ROTARY
S T R O N G  C L U B S .  S T R O N G E R  C O M M U N I T I E S .

G R E A T E R  I M P A C T .
DISTRICT 7020



JULY
MATERNAL AND CHILD
HEALTH MONTH

01
ROTARY CLUB
OF LÉOGÂNE
Nutrition, Mental
Health and
Hygiene: Rotary
Club of Léogâne
Takes Action for
Mothers and
Children

02
ROTARY CLUB
OF ST. MARTIN
SUNRISE
Rotary Club of St.
Martin Sunrise
Highlights Maternal &
Child Health with
Inspiring Community
Information Session

ROTARY CLUB
OF OLD FORT
Rotary Club of Old
Fort Hosts Packing
Party and Donates
Maternal and
Newborn Care
Packages to PMH
NICCU

03 04
ROTARY CLUB
OF OLD FORT
Rotary Club of Old
Fort Hosts Packing
Party and Donates
Maternal and
Newborn Care
Packages to PMH
NICCU

05
ROTARY CLUB
OF ABACO
Healthy Mothers,
Healthy Children -
Stronger Abaco 

06
ROTARY CLUB
OF SOUTH
EAST NASSAU 
RCSEN Delivers
Hope, One Story at a
Time 

10 THE COMPASS

CREATE IMPACTLASTING



11 THE COMPASS

CREATE IMPACTLASTING

On July 9, the Rotary Club of Léogâne
and the Maternal and Child Health
Centre (CMI) joined forces for a
special day dedicated to the health of
mothers and their children. More than
60 mothers attended.

Dr. Bazelais, Director of the CMI,
opened the event by praising the
longstanding partnership between
the center and the service club,
which have worked together on
several occasions to address the
community’s healthcare needs.

Two topics shaped the morning’s
discussions. The first was nutrition.
Darline Armand, a nurse with the family
planning department, explained the food
pyramid and reminded mothers why
proper nutrition is essential for both
children’s growth and maternal health.

The second focused on a subject rarely
discussed in Haiti: the mental health of

pregnant women and new mothers.
Horidine F. Réjouis, Chair of the activity,
highlighted an often-overlooked issue—

Nutrition, Mental Health and Hygiene:
for Mothers and Children

ROTARY CLUB OF LÉOGÂNE
Takes Action

READ MORE



CREATE IMPACTLASTING

the mother’s psychological well-being and
how it directly influences her child’s
development. Her presentation left a
lasting impression.

The second focused on a subject rarely
discussed in Haiti: the mental health of
pregnant women and new mothers.

Club President Louidet Macéan
commended the initiative, describing it as
a meaningful way to embody Rotary’s
motto, “Service Above Self,”. 

Yveson Pascal
Public Image Chair, Rotary Club of
Léogâne

ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARTIN SUNRISE 
Rotary Club of St. Martin Sunrise Highlights
Maternal & Child Health with Inspiring Community
Information Session

As part of Rotary's Maternal and Child
Health Month, the Rotary Club of St.
Martin Sunrise proudly hosted a
community information session featuring
Mr. Gesner-Orlando Simon, an
experienced midwife and passionate 

advocate for family-centered healthcare.
His presentation, "Every Family Needs a
Midwife: More Than Delivering Babies –
Building Healthier Families & Stronger
Communities," offered attendees a fresh
and inspiring perspective on the 

THE COMPASS12
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invaluable role midwives play in our
communities.

Many people traditionally associate
midwives with childbirth alone. However,
Mr. Simon challenged this perception by
highlighting that midwives provide
comprehensive care that extends far
beyond the delivery room. They are
trusted healthcare professionals who
support pergnant women, newborns,
fathers, and families throughout
pregnancy, childbirth, the postnatal
period, and beyond. Their work includes
health education, emotional support,
breastfeeding guidance, family planning,
early detection of complications, and
promoting healthy lifestyles for both
mother and child.

Throughout the evening, attendees
gained a deeper understanding of how
midwives contribute to healthier families
by empowering parents with knowledge,
encouraging preventive healthcare, and
advocating for safe and respectful
maternity care. Mr. Simon emphasized
that investing in maternal and child health
is an investment in stronger families and
healthier communities, aligning perfectly
with Rotary's commitment to improving
lives through service.

The session also highlighted the
importance of collaboration between
healthcare professionals, community
organizations, and service clubs to ensure
that every mother and child has access to
quality care and support. Participants 



CREATE IMPACTLASTING

INVESTING IN MOTHERS.
EMPOWERING FAMILIES.
TRANSFORMING
COMMUNITIES.

As Rotarians, we remain committed to
supporting initiatives that promote
maternal and child health, one of
Rotary's Areas of Focus. By creating
opportunities for education, awareness,
and community engagement, we
continue to work toward a future where
every mother, every child, and every
family has the opportunity to thrive.

Together, we are creating lasting impact—one
healthy family, one informed community, and
one act of service at a time.

EDUCATE. ENGAGE. EMPOWER.

We were actively engaged during the
question-and-answer segment, where
thoughtful discussions reinforced the
need for increased awareness of the
many services midwives provide
throughout the lifespan of a family.

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU

The Rotary Club of St. Martin Sunrise
extends its sincere appreciation to Mr.
Gesner-Orlando Simon for sharing his
expertise and passion with our members,
guests, and community partners.

His message served as a powerful
reminde that midwives are not only
caregivers during childbirth but also
educators, advocates, counselors,
and champions for healthy families.

THE COMPASS14



TOGETHER, WE
CREATE LASTING IMPACT.

Supermarket, Épi d’Or, Plasteck, and JBS Lab—
provided invaluable support. Their collective
commitment transformed an idea into a
meaningful experience that will leave a lasting
impression on every child who attended.

Yet the Rotary Club of Pétion-Ville views the
camp not as the end of its service, but as the
beginning of a longer journey. During the
coming year, the club has committed to
providing medical follow-up for approximately
twenty children and will

The camp was made possible through the
generosity of Rotarians, local businesses,
and community partners who answered
the call to serve. Donations of food,
financial support, and logistical assistance
ensured that every child received
nutritious meals and participated in
educational, cultural, recreational, and
sports activities throughout the program.

For many children in Haiti, summer is not a
season of camps, games, or discovery—it
is simply another chapter of daily
hardship. In Lalue, however, nearly 200
children experienced something different
this year: a place where they felt safe,
valued, and full of hope.

For the second consecutive year, the
Rotary Club of Pétion-Ville partnered with
the Sisters of Saint Rose of Lima to
organize a summer camp for children from
some of the country’s most vulnerable
communities. Together, they created an
environment where children could learn,
play, build friendships, and simply enjoy
being children.

The project demonstrates the power of
collaboration. Rotary members worked
side by side with the Sisters of Saint Rose
of Lima, while corporate partners—
including Karyna S.A., Caribbean 

A Summer of Hope:
 Transforming Young Lives 
in Lalue

CREATE  LAST ING IMPACT

ROTARY CLUB OF
PETION VILLE HAITI

15 THE COMPASS
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and every word of encouragement
reminded us that meaningful service
begins with compassion. In Lalue, the
Rotary Club of Pétion-Ville and the Sisters
of Saint Rose of Lima proved once again
that when communities unite around a
common purpose, they do more than
organize a summer camp—they create
hope, inspire dreams, and transform lives.

This initiative beautifully reflects Rotary's
Area of Focus on Maternal and Child
Health. Healthy children thrive when they
are nourished, cared for, educated, and
surrounded by adults who believe in their
future. By investing in children today,
Rotary is helping build stronger families
and more resilient communities for
tomorrow. Every smile, every shared
meal, every new friendship, 

 organize a health and age-appropriate
sexuality education session on August 9,
reinforcing its commitment to helping
children grow up healthy, informed, and
protected.

ROTARY CLUB OF OLD
FORT 
Rotary Club of Old Fort
Hosts Packing Party and
Donates Maternal and
Newborn Care Packages to
PMH NICCU
In recognition of Maternal and Child
Health Month, on July 29, members of
RCOF came together for our third annual
hands-on packing party to assemble care
packages for mothers and newborns at
Princess Margaret Hospital’s Neonatal
Intensive Care and Critical Care Unit
(NICCU). The evening was filled with
fellowship and service as members
sorted, packed, and organized the
essential items. The packing party
reflected the club’s shared commitment
to supporting families, demonstrating that
meaningful service begins long before a
donation is formally presented.

On July 30, in partnership with Nassau
Agencies Limited (NAL), RCOF donated the
care packages to the NICCU. The  

CREATE  LAST ING IMPACT

READ MORE
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packages included preemie/newborn
diapers, sensitive baby body washes,
multivitamin packs for mothers, baby
wipes, and postpartum self-care kits
containing maternal vitamins,
moisturizing cream, and a care guide
highlighting the signs of postpartum blues
and available support resources.

The initiative reflects the club’s
commitment to supporting both mothers
and newborns during one of life’s most
critical moments, ensuring families have
access to essential items that promote the
health and well-being of both mother and
child.

The presentation was attended by
representatives of PMH NICCU, the PHA
Foundation, and PMH Administration,
along with RCOF board members and club
members.

17 THE COMPASS
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TOGETHER,
WE ARE
PEOPLE OF
ACTION.



Rotary
CLUB OF

ABACO
Healthy Mothers, Healthy
Children – Stronger Abaco

PENDING PROJECTS

MATERNITY DRIVE:
We are currently collecting donations to
restock the maternity pantry at the Marsh
Harbour Healthcare Centre and establish a
new maternity pantry at the Cooper's Town
Clinic, ensuring expectant and new mothers
have access to essential supplies.

The Rotary Club of Abaco will be donating
breast lactation models to the Marsh
Harbour Healthcare Centre, Cooper's Town
Clinic, and Green Turtle Cay Clinic to
support breastfeeding education and
maternal health initiatives.

T O G E T H E R ,  W E  I N S P I R E  E X C E L L E N C E .

Service Above Self

The Rotary Club of Abaco kicked off the new Rotary year
and Child and Maternal Health Month with an informative
presentation by guest speaker Nurse McIntosh, a
Registered Nurse at the Marsh Harbour Healthcare
Centre and Parentcraft facilitator.

Her presentation, “Healthy Mothers, Healthy Children –
Stronger Abaco,” highlighted the importance of
Parentcraft classes in preparing families for parenthood
through education on breastfeeding, newborn care,
antenatal care, and healthy nutrition during pregnancy.

Members gained valuable insights into supporting
healthier families and building a stronger Abaco.

SOUTH EAST
NASSAU
RCSEN Delivers Hope, One
Story at a Time

The gift offered not just stories to read,
but moments of comfort and joy during
difficult times.

ROTARY CLUB OF

On July 23, 2026, the Rotary Club of South
East Nassau (RCSEN) brought its flagship
literacy initiative, “Books, Apps, and the
Chill”. Adolant Ward Library at the Sandlills
Rehabilitation Centre, Nassau, The Bahamas,
presenting a donation of 206 books to young
patients.The  Child and Adolescent Ward
provide specialised psychic care for children
and adolescences facing mental and
behavioural health challenges.

BREAST LACTATION MODELS:

C R E A T E  L A S T I N G  I M P A C T

18 THE COMPASS READ MORE



The donation forms part of RCSEN’s
“500 Books for 50 Years” campaign,
launched to celebrate the club’s
50th Anniversary, themed “Create
Lasting Impact.” Spearheaded by the
Youth & Literacy Committee under
Pam Culmer, Books Ahoy reflects
RCSEN’s commitment to literacy and
childhood development.

The presentation brought together RCSEN
leadership — including President
Candice Smith, Esk., Immediate Past
President Kent Forbes, Past President Dr.
Bridgette Rolle, J.P., Past President
Montgomery Penn, Secretary Dr. Davone
Rolles-Smith, and Youth and Literacy
Director Pam Culmer — alongside senior
administration and medical staff from
Sandilands Rehabilitation Centre.

imagination in every child’s hands, and a
reminder in their hearts that even during
life’s hardest moments, every story has the
power to heal and inspire,” said Pam
Culmer, Director of Youth and Literacy,
Rotary Club of South East Nassau.”

For the children on these wards, a book can
offer a small escape, a chance to imagine
adventures beyond hospital walls. For
RCSEN, it’s “Create Lasting Impact” in action.

The “500 Books for 50 Years” campaign
continues throughout the Rotary year, with
RCSEN inviting members and partners to
contribute books, funding, or volunteer time.
Rotary Club of South East Nassau meets
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. at the Nassau
Yacht Club. For more on Books Ahoy or the
50th Anniversary, contact RCSEN through
District 7020.

CREATE LASTING IMPACT
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ROTARY CLUB OF ST. ANDREW
NORTH COMES TO THE
RESCUE OF SCORES OF
CHILDREN IN CENTRAL AND
WESTERN JAMAICA
The Rotary Club of St. Andrew North, in
partnership with several stakeholders,
has invested $510 million to repair
schools and replace equipment
damaged by Hurricane Melissa, bringing
relief to hundreds of students across
central and western Jamaica.

Partners included Korey Rowe, principal
of KR Method (USA); Apex Foundation
(USA); and United Way of Jamaica.

The students are now
learning in safe, dry
and comfortable
classrooms, which is
incredibly
rewarding.”
Club President
Pierpont Wilson

On Saturday, June 21, club members travelled
from Kingston to inspect restoration work
completed at three early childhood
institutions: Morgan’s Pass Basic School in
Clrendon, which serves 26 students;
Sanquinetti Early Childhood Institute in
Trelawny, with 64 students; and Middle
Quarters Early Childhood Centre in St.
Elizabeth, with 50 students

Morgan’s Pass Principal Stacey McCall said
the school had been on the verge of closure
following the hurricane. “This assistance saved
the school and preserved an important
institution for our community,” she said. The
club has also committed to securing
replacement furniture.

At Middle Quarters, Principal Pauvine Barrett
explained that classes had been limited to
9:00 a.m. to noon because tarpaulins offered
little protection from the heat and afternoon
rain. Project oversight was provided by Father
David “Tony” Reid, an Angloan priest in the
area, who described the intervention as timely
and invaluable.

Sanquinetti Principal Diane Douse-Benjamin
presented the club with a Plaque of
Appreciation, noting that students had
frequently been sent home

20 THE COMPASS
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because of rain. “When no one else
showed up, the Rotary Club of St.
Andrew North did,” she said.

Past President Nakia Rowe introduced KR
Method, headed by his brother Korey
Rowe, to the relief project. The partnership
was formed to help rural communities
recover, particularly in St. Elizabeth, where
both brothers have roots.

“The visits reinforced the power of
partnership and Rotary’s commitment
to ‘Service Above Self,’’ Wilson said.

The club and its partners also donated
neonatal equipment valued at approximately
US$20,000 to Black River Hospital; $1.5
million to Munro College; printers to
Petersfield Primary and Friendship Primary
schools; and funded the re-roofing of a
family home in St. Elizabeth.

ROTARY CLUBS OF KINGSTON
& ST. ANDREW SCORE BIG
FOR COMMUNITY THROUGH
SUCCESSFUL CHARITY
PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT

The Rotary Club of Kingston and the Rotary
Club of St. Andrew have hailed their
inaugural Rotary Charity Pickleball
Tournament as a resounding success after
more than 80 players and supporters came
together for an exciting day of
competition, fellowship and community
service at Pickle & Chill on Saturday, July
18, 2026.

The tournament brought together Rotarians,
corporate partners, seasoned athletes, first-time
players and recreational pickleball enthusiasts,
all united by a common goal—to make a
meaningful difference in the lives of others.
From the opening serve to the final serve,
participants embraced the spirit of friendly
competition while supporting causes that will
have a lasting impact on communities across
Jamaica.

The event raised an impressive $740,000, with
the proceeds being shared equally between
the Rotary Club of Kingston and the Rotary
Club of St. Andrew to fund two impactful
community initiatives.

The Rotary Club of St. Andrew will use its
share of the funds to support the installation
of an Automated External Defibrillator (AED),
helping to strengthen emergency response
capabilities and improve access to life-saving
equipment.

Meanwhile, the Rotary Club of Kingston
will direct its proceeds towards the
Home for the Homeless Initiative,
implemented in partnership with Food
For The Poor, providing support for
underserved children and families by
helping to create safer and more
dignified living conditions.

21 THE COMPASS READ MORE
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CREATE LASTING IMPACT

The Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town began the new Rotary year
with enthusiasm, service, and fellowship as members warmly
welcomed their new President and reaffirmed their commitment to
making a positive impact throughout the Virgin Islands.

The Club kicked off the year with strong member engagement
activities designed to strengthen fellowship and encourage active
participation in Rotary's mission of service above self. Members
embraced opportunities to connect, collaborate, and contribute to
meaningful community initiatives while setting the tone for a
productive and impactful year ahead.

READ MORE

The tournament was conceived as a collaborative
service project that would harness the growing
popularity of pickleball while encouraging healthy
lifestyles, fostering fellowship and creating opportunities
for corporate Jamaica and the wider community to
support meaningful charitable initiatives.

The success of the event was made possible through the
invaluable support of an outstanding group of sponsors
whose commitment to community development helped
bring the tournament to life. Both Clubs extend heartfelt
appreciation to DCM Media, PwC, Ernst & Young, The
Hot Box, Ashley Furniture HomeStore, Unity Personal
Training & Fitness Studio, Toyota Jamaica, Kia Motors,
Sterling Asset Management, Allied Insurance Brokers,
First Global Bank, Rehab Oasis, Powerade, Wata, M-
Powa, Particular Presence, Sauced by 2 Yutes, Power
Play, Intranet Solutions, Excelsior, Subway, Armex Pro,
Wayne’s Discount, Bun Bun Bakery and Electric Pizza for
their partnership and investment in community service.

Encouraged by the success of the inaugural tournament,
both Clubs are already looking ahead to future editions,
with a shared commitment to grow the event into one of
Rotary's signature fundraising activities. As the final
points were played and trophies awarded, one message
resonated throughout the day: when communities come
together with a spirit of service, every rally can create
lasting change, and every partnership can help build a
stronger, healthier Jamaica.

22 THE COMPASS

ROTARY CLUB SUNRISE OF
ROAD TOWN CELEBRATES A
VIBRANT START TO THE
ROTARY YEAR

The Rotary Club Sunrise of Road
Town began the new Rotary year
with enthusiasm, service, and
fellowship as members warmly
welcomed their new President
and reaffirmed their commitment
to making a positive impact
throughout the Virgin Islands.

The Rotary Club Sunrise of Road
Town began the new Rotary year
with enthusiasm, service, and
fellowship as members warmly
welcomed their new President 

and reaffirmed their commitment to making a positive impact
throughout the Virgin Islands.
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Continuing its festival involvement, Rotary Club Sunrise
of Road Town members rolled up their sleeves and
joined in the construction of the BVI Family Rotary
Festival Float for entry in the August Monday Parade.
The project showcased the spirit of teamwork and
creativity that defines Rotary service. Members
dedicated their time and effort to ensuring the float
reflected both community pride and Rotary values while
contributing to one of the Territory's most anticipated
festival celebrations.

The month concluded on a compassionate note as the
Club extended support to new mothers at the Dr. D.
Orlando Smith Hospital through a donation initiative. The
contribution aimed to provide encouragement and
practical assistance to mothers and their newborns,
reflecting Rotary's ongoing commitment to improving
lives and supporting families within the community. The
gesture was warmly received and exemplified the Club's
dedication to caring for some of the most vulnerable
members of society.

As the Rotary year gets underway, the Rotary Club
Sunrise of Road Town remains focused on fostering
fellowship, strengthening community partnerships, and
delivering projects that create lasting impact. Through
cultural engagement, hands-on service, and meaningful
outreach, the Club continues to demonstrate how Rotary
members can make a difference while bringing hope and
support to the communities they serve.

Continuing its festival involvement, Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town members rolled up their sleeves and joinIn support of the
Virgin Islands' rich culture and heritage, members proudly participated in the annual Torchlight Procession, a cherished event that
officially marks the opening of the festival season. The procession provided members with an opportunity to celebrate the
Territory's traditions alongside residents and visitors while demonstrating Rotary's commitment to community involvement. The
Club's participation highlighted the importance of preserving cultural heritage and supporting events that bring people together.

Sunrisers At Work, collaborating with preparing the areas of focus to
be incorporated in the BVI Rotary Family Festival Floupe

Donation of Care Basket to Jamie and her newborn baby James at the Dr.
D. Orlando Smith Hospital

Members participated in the Torchlight Procession



THANK YOU FOR
SUPPORTING THE ROTARY
FOUNDATION! 
Your donations to our Annual Fund support extraordinary projects
that make a sustainable impact in communities close to home and
around the globe. Thank you for Doing Good in the World!

LEARN MORE: my.rotary.org/annual-fund
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Leading with Gratitude
I love the idea of a gratitude journal.
The practice is simple: Write down three
things each day that you are grateful
for, and watch how it shifts your
mindset, your energy, and even the way
you move through the world.
To me, gratitude is more than a feeling;
it is a force.

And in Rotary, gratitude is a reflection
of who we are. When we thank our
donors, we are acknowledging their
contribution and honoring their belief
in a better world.

I write in my gratitude journal often -
not every day but enough to keep me
grounded. I want to share with you an
entry from January, written during the
International Assembly. The assembly is
more than our annual learning event
for district governors-elect; it's a
gathering filled with inspiration and
moments that stay with you long after
the lights dim.

My first entry was in gratitude to
Debbie and Russell Doby.
In 2022, Debbie, then a district
governor-elect, missed out on that
inspiring assembly experience because
of the pandemic. Then, a year later, just
a few days before the district
conference she was excited to host,
Debbie and her husband were in a
head-on collision. The other driver was

created an endowment fund for their
district at the Arch Klumph Society level,
choosing to transform pain into purpose.
My second entry reflected on
Ravishankar and Paola Dakoju from the
Rotary Club of Bangalore, India. At the
assembly, the couple pledged $50
million to The Rotary Foundation, an
extraordinary gift representing 85
percent of their wealth. Ravishankar
said, "When you give more than you
think you can, life returns to you more
than you can ever imagine." That single
sentence captures the heart of Rotary.

My final entry was in gratitude to Moh
Eid and Chuck and Carol Stocking. After
Moh's brother, Ibrahim, a humanitarian
aid worker, was killed while helping
victims of war, Chuck was moved to
create the Ibrahim Eid Fund to support
Rotary Peace Fellows. Their leverage gift
was $100,000 toward a million-dollar
goal. That is what it looks like when
grief becomes hope.
And today, my gratitude entry is for
you. For longtime members and brand-
new faces, for those who give year after
year and those preparing to make their
first gift. Thank you.
Let gratitude be our compass this year.

JENNIFER JONES
Foundation Trustee Chair

SERVICE ABOVE
SELF
THE OBJECT OF ROTARY

The Object of Rotary is to encourage
and foster the ideal of service as a basis
of worthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster:

First The development of acquaintance
as an opportunity for service;

Second High ethical standards in
business and professions, the
recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations, and the dignifying
of each Rotarian's occupation as an
opportunity to serve society;
Third The application of the ideal of
service in each Rotarian's personal,
business, and community life;

Fourth The advancement of
international understanding, goodwill,
and peace through a world fellowship
of business and professional persons
united in the ideal of service.

THE FOUR WAY TEST

Of the things we think, say or do:

1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and better
friendships?
4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

MEMBER CODE OF CONDUCT

All members (Rotarians and
Rotaractors) are expected to:
1. Act with integrity and high ethical
standards in their personal and
professional lives.
2. Treat others fairly by using respectful
language, being supportive, fostering a
welcoming environment, and honoring
all individual member characteristics.
3. Use their professional skills through
Rotary to improve people's quality of
life in their own communities and
elsewhere in the world.
4. Avoid behavior that reflects adversely
on Rotary or other Rotary members.
5. Follow all codes of conduct for any
Rotary-related event.

MEMBER CODE OF CONDUCT

SERVICE ABOVE
SELF

TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE
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AG Christian Knowles
Chairman

PAG Bryan Knowles
Vice-Chairman

PAG Diane DeCardenas
Secretary

PAG Ryan Geluk
Treasurer/TRF & 

Major Gifts Coordinator

PAG Mario Smith
Fund Development Coordinator

RTN Rebecca Nutt
Gala Event Coordinator

NOTE FROMNOTE FROMNOTE FROM
THE CHAIR:THE CHAIR:THE CHAIR:

Thank you all for being a part of this Legacy Campaign. This is the first District
wide Legacy event EVER and I believe it will not only be historic in that sense, but
also, it will set the bar for many as a beacon of inspiration to do the same.
Within the last three years, we have witnessed the first Club level Million Dollar
Dinner (which they are now calling Legacy Dinners) IN THE HISTORY OF
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL, two years later, the first country MDD in D7020 with
Cayman, and now we are embarking on the first ever District Legacy Dinner. I
can’t help but feel the Rotary World taking notice of what our little collection of
islands can do, think of the INSPIRATION and LASTING IMPACT that can have
around the world. I am excited. All the best.

C R E A T E  L A S T I N G  I M P A C T

UPDATE:UPDATE:UPDATE: THE LEGACY GALATHE LEGACY GALATHE LEGACY GALA

Building
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Date: Saturday May 1  2027st

Location: Atlantis Convention Center Ballroom
Ticket Price: TBD

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Date: 
Location: 
Ticket Price: 
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We also celebrate two members who have reached
new levels of Multiple Paul Harris Fellow
recognition through their continued support of The
Rotary Foundation.

Assistant Governor Valentino Hamilton has
achieved Paul Harris Fellow +4, recognizing his
cumulative Foundation giving and his unwavering
commitment to advancing Rotary's mission. His
leadership continues to inspire Rotarians throughout
District 7020 to embrace the Foundation as a
powerful vehicle for sustainable service.

I am also deeply humbled to have recently been
recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow +5. While this
recognition is personally meaningful, it also serves
as a reminder that every contribution, large or
small, helps create opportunities for scholarships,
peacebuilding, disease prevention, clean water,
maternal and social economic development, and
environmental stewardship, and life-changing
humanitarian projects around the world.

These milestones are not simply about recognition
levels or lapel pins. They represent a shared
commitment to investing in Rotary's ability to
create lasting, measurable impact.

As our club continues to promote the Annual Fund,
PoloPlus, Rotary Direct, the Paul Harris Society, and
the PoloPlus Society, we remain committed to
building a culture where generosity is inspired by
service and every member is encouraged to
participate at a level that is meaningful to them. We
congratulate Alejandra, Assistant Governor
Valentino Hamilton, and all Rotarians who continue
to strengthen The Rotary Foundation through their
generosity and leadership. Together, we are
multiplying our service and changing lives, one gift,
one project, and one community at a time.

By: John Laramore, MBA, PHSC
Foundation Chair, Rotary Club of South Ocean
District 7020 Paul Harris Society Coordinator

The Rotary Club of South Ocean is pleased to
celebrate several Foundation milestones that reflect our
members' commitment to Doing Good in the World
through The Rotary Foundation.

This month, we are delighted to welcome Rotarian
Alejandra Rivas as our club's newest member of the
Policplus Society.

By making an ongoing annual commitment to PoloPlus,
Alejandra joins a dedicated group of Rotarians who are
helping Rotary fulfill its historic promise to eradicate
polio once and for all. Her leadership demonstrates
that ending polio remains one of Rotary's greatest
humanitarian priorities.

CEL EB R AT ING A  CU L TU R E  OF GENEROSITY:
F O U N D A T I O N  
ROTARY CLUB OF SOUTH OCEAN

M I L E S T O N E S  A T  T H E
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A MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT FUNDRAISING
Creating a Legacy of Hope Through The Rotary Foundation

Every act of generosity
has the power to change
a life. Every gift to The
Rotary Foundation is
more than a donation—it
is a promise of hope, an
investment in humanity,
and a commitment to
creating a better world.

To each of you who has
supported The Rotary
Foundation, thank you.
Your generosity is
transforming
compassion into action
across District 7020 and
around the globe.
Because of your 

commitment, children
receive life-changing
medical care, families
gain access to clean
water and improved
sanitation, students
pursue educational
opportunities,
communities become
more resilient, and
peace-building initiatives
continue to flourish.

Behind every Rotary
project is a story. It is the
story of a child whose
future is brighter
because someone cared.
A family finding strength
after hardship. A
community discovering
new opportunities
through sustainable
development. A village
receiving clean water for
the very first time. These
are not just projects—
they are lives forever
changed. They are living
proof that when people
unite with a shared
purpose, extraordinary
things happen.

This Rotary year, District
7020 proudly introduces
the Raise for Rotary 

Legacy Campaign—an
opportunity for every
Rotarian and friend of
Rotary to become part of
something that will
endure for generations.
Our goal is simple yet
powerful: to increase our
support of The Rotary
Foundation so that we
can serve more people,
expand our reach, and
multiply our impact
throughout our islands
and neighboring
communities.

Legacy Campaign—an
opportunity for every
Rotarian and friend of
Rotary to become part of
something that will
endure for generations.
Our goal is simple yet
powerful: to increase our
support of The Rotary
Foundation so that we
can serve more people,
expand our reach, and
multiply our impact
throughout our islands
and neighboring
communities.

The campaign will
culminate with the
District 7020 Legacy 
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AS YOU SUPPORT THE RAISE FOR ROTARY
LEGACY CAMPAIGN, PLEASE REMEMBER:
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Gala, a signature event
during our District
Conference. While the
evening will celebrate
service, fellowship, and
generosity, it is far more
than a gala. It is a
celebration of lives
changed, dreams
restored, and hope
renewed. It is an
invitation to invest in
Rotary's future 

and to ensure that our
legacy of Service Above
Self continues to inspire
generations yet to come.

No gift is ever too small.
Every contribution joins
thousands of others to
create a powerful force
for good. Together, our
generosity becomes
scholarships for young
leaders, clean water for 

 communities,
healthcare for
vulnerable families,
disaster relief for those
in need, and
opportunities where
none existed before.
This is the remarkable
power of The Rotary
Foundation.

Your contribution receives full credit toward your individual Rotary
Foundation giving record.
Please use the same email address associated with your My Rotary
account to ensure your donation is properly credited.
Donations are credited to the individual donor, not to the fundraiser.

The future we envision is built by the choices we make today.
Together, we are not simply raising funds—we are building a legacy
of hope, compassion, and service that will continue to transform
lives long after we are gone.

Thank you for believing in Rotary. Thank you for believing that
together, we can do even more.

Mario Smith
Past Assistant Governor
Fundraising Subcommittee Chairman
Rotary District 7020

CREATE IMPACTLASTING
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A MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT DISASTER

As the Rotary District
7020 Disaster Chair
(DDC), my remit is to
encourage the
Presidents of the
District’s Rotary Clubs to
ensure that their club
and its members are
prepared and able to
respond to the possible
and serious threats that
may endanger their club,
their country and its
population.

It is vital that the clubs
have a viable Disaster
Management Plan (DMP)
and that their DMP is
updated as necessary on
an annual basis.

The intention of the plan,
complete with
Appendices and
Checklists, is to provide
operational procedures
to prepare clubs to
respond effectively to
any potential emergency
and to implement
systems for business
continuity and recovery.
Consideration has been
given as to which
disaster scenarios clubs
are most likely to
encounter. All kinds of
natural, human, and

Developed in phases to
cater for actions
required in the event of
an emergency, the plan
should contain distinct
sections as follows:

Consequently, a Webinar
spotlighting Disaster
Preparedness is being
arranged for Rotarians in
Districts 7020 and 7030
on Saturday the 8th of
August, commencing
9a.m. Eastern time
(8a.m. Central).

• Fire
• Natural disasters
(earthquake, flood,
hurricanes, pandemics,
severe lightning,
tsunami, etc.)
• Power failure beyond
24 hours
• Internal
Communications/
Network/Computer
equipment failure
beyond 24 hours
• Cyber risks

The procedures will
increase the potential to
minimise the effect on
clubs, their continuity,
property, membership
and their families. 

• To safeguard and
protect personnel and
families.
• To allow continuity of
business operations. 
• To protect property,
buildings and other
assets. 
• Return to normalcy

The present District 7020
Governor Lindsey
Cancino has prioritized
Disaster Preparedness
and Mental Health for
his year in office.

A Webinar on Mental
Health, including Post
Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) is also
planned for the near
future.

accidental disasters are
possible, however those
more relevant to Rotary
Clubs are as follows:

READ MORE
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A MESSAGE
FROM THE
MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Club Presidents are urged
to appoint a Club Disaster
Chair, where one has not
been nominated.

Disaster Chair, where one
has not been nominated.

Whilst all Rotarians are
invited, all Club Presidents
and Disaster Chairs are
expected to attend the
Webinar.

Yours in Rotary Service,
Derek Haines M.B.E.,
Q.P.M., C.P.M.
District 7020 DDC.

Growing Rotary Through
Belonging, Innovation, and
Service.

District 7020 begins the
2026-2027 Rotary year with
a clear membership focus:
helping people who have
not yet met Rotary find
themselves in Rotary, while
ensuring every member
has a place to belong. Our  
work is aligned with the
district’s 3K-by-2030 goal to
grow toward 3,000 Rotary
members by 2030 while
strengthening 

READ MORE

the experience of current
and future members.

This year, the District
Membership Committee
will work through four
coordinated areas:
Membership Attraction,
Membership
Engagement, New Club
Development, and
Prospective Member
Management. Together,
these teams will help
clubs invite more people
into Rotary, improve
onboarding and
mentoring, strengthen
retention and belonging,
and ensure prospective
members receive timely,
welcoming follow-up.

Key priorities include
quarterly membership
forums, monthly
Membership Table
conversations, and
continued promotion of
Voices of D7020. Clubs
will be encouraged to
test and share fresh
ideas for attracting
members through
service experiences,
community partnerships,
flexible invitation
strategies, and stronger
public presence.

We will also focus on
keeping members
connected and engaged.
Clubs will be encouraged
to review member
satisfaction, strengthen
new member care, use
mentoring and
onboarding tools, gather
exit feedback, and create
experiences where
members feel valued,
heard, and included. In
partnership with District
DEI Committee, and
Rotaract, we will support
welcoming club cultures,
strengthen belonging,
encourage leadership
opportunities, and
highlight Rotaract
pathways.

New club development
will be another
important part of the
year ahead. District 7020
will advance traditional
sponsor clubs, satellite
and companion clubs,
innovative formats,
Impact Clubs, cause-
based clubs, and a
possible Passport Club.
Our goal is to charter 6
to 8 new clubs while
building a strong pipeline
of sponsor clubs,
founders, advisors, and
community partners.
Prospective 
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member follow-up will
remain a district priority.
Clubs will be encouraged
to respond quickly and
warmly to inquiries, with
district leaders and
Assistant Governors
providing support when
follow-up is delayed. By
tracking inquiries
monthly and sharing
trends at the
Membership Table, we
can better understand
where interest is growing
and how to turn interest
into lasting connection.

Our goals are bold, but
achievable when every
club plays a part. By
focusing on retention,
welcoming prospects,
and adding at least two
net new members
annually, clubs can help
build momentum toward
3,000 members while
deepening Rotary’s
impact. This year, District
7020 is committed to
growing Rotary not only
in numbers, but in
connection, purpose,
and belonging.

MEET THE MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Jennell Bryan
jenjenbryan@gmail.com

Leads the District 7020 Membership
Committee by providing strategic direction for
membership growth, attraction, engagement,
retention, and new club development across
the district. Works collaboratively with
committee chairs and club leaders to build
vibrant, sustainable Rotary clubs that create
lasting impact in our communities.

MEMBERSHIP ATTRACTION CHAIR
Nerissa Persaud
nerissa@ignitethehumanspark.com

Builds visibility, welcoming invitations,
prospective-member experiences, and
innovative attraction ideas to increase interest
and bring new members into Rotary.

MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT CHAIR
Julie Ramchandani
julieramchandani@gmail.com

Strengthens retention, onboarding, mentoring,
satisfaction surveys, and club-level
engagement practices to ensure members feel
connected, valued, and inspired to stay.

NEW CLUB DEVELOPMENT CHAIR
David Kirkaldy
davidkirkaldy7020@gmail.com

Advances flexible club formats, new club
pipelines, and innovative models to expand
Rotary’s reach and support clubs in successful
formation and long-term sustainability.

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER MANAGEMENT
CHAIR
Karen Pinder
karendpinder@yahoo.com
Builds visibility, welcoming invitations,
prospective-member experiences, and
innovative attraction ideas to increase interest
and bring new members into Rotary.
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HANWASH

THAT DAY WAS A GOOD DAY!

Congratulations, Cavaillon.
That day was your day!

WWW.HANWASH.ORG

Haiti National Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene Initiative

In Julypartners and community leaders
gathered in Cavaillon, Haiti, to officially
inaugurate the city’s rehabilitated drinking
water system.

Cavaillon’s original water infrastructure dates
back to 1983 and has undergone several
periods of rehabilitation. This latest chapter
included major improvements to the network,
solar-powered pumping, new piping, and
strengthened local management.

The result is significant: more than 7,000
people now have access to safe water for
approximately eight hours each day,
compared with only a few hours before.
But today was about more than
infrastructure. Speaker after speaker
emphasized that the system belongs to
the community and that its future
depends on local leadership, responsible
management, and residents paying their
water bills so it can be maintained and
sustained.

That is the heart of HANWASH’s work. A
water system is not truly successful simply
because it has been built. It is successful
when the community has the capacity and
ownership to keep it working.

Thank you to the many people and
organizations that helped carry this project
forward over several years!

One commune at a time. WASH for all of Haiti.



WHAT ARE
YOUR CLUBS
DOING?
From communities near
and far, Rotary clubs across
District 7020 are making a
difference. Here are just a
few ways we’re showing up
and creating change.

Rotary
District 7020SERVICE

SATURDAYS
TOGETHER, WE CREATE LASTING IMPACT.

Creating Lasting Impact

One day.
Many projects.
Stronger communities.
A better tomorrow.

SHARE YOUR IMPACT.
INSPIRE OTHERS. BE EPIC.

Tag us and use the hashtags below
to be featured in upcoming editions!

#ServiceSaturdays   |   #District7020   |   #CreateLastingImpact

READ MORE



Share your project on social media using

SERVICE SATURDAYS
Every act of service tells a story,

AND WE WANT TO SEE YOURS!

Complete a service project on any Saturday that aligns
with Rotary’s Five Avenue Of Service.

#SERVICESATURDAY #DISTRICT7020 #CREATELASTINGIMPACT

Include photos and a brief description of
your project and its impact.

The District Public Image Team will monitor the
hashtags through MARCH 31 , 2027st

EARN

50
BONUS
POINTS

Every qualifying Service Saturday earns your club

50 BONUS POINTS
towards the District Governor’s Goals

More importantly, it’s an opportunity
to showcase your club, inspire others,
and celebrate Rotary in action
across District 7020.

Tag us and use the hashtags below
to be featured in upcoming editions!

SHARE YOUR IMPACT. INSPIRE OTHERS. BE EPIC.

CREATE LASTING IMPACT.DISTRICT 7020

#ServiceSaturdays   |   #District7020   |   #CreateLastingImpact

ONE SATURDAY. MANY PROJECTS. LASTING IMPACT.



BARCELONA
Spain

ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION

2027
Barcelona!

Join the Rotary world in

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE. ONE
REASON. GREATER GOOD.

TOGETHER, WE

People of Action creating
lasting change in the world.

JUNE 13–27, 2027

FIRA BARCELONA GRAN VIA
Barcelona, Spain

Rotary WHERE PEOPLE UNITE AND TAKE ACTION
TOGETHER, WE SEE A WORLD

TO CREATE LASTING CHANGE.

REGISTER NOW!
rotary.org/convention

Saturday–Wednesday

#Rotary27

CONNECT.
INSPIRE.
TRANSFORM.

ATTEND BREAKOUT SESSIONS HEAR FROM FEATURED SPEAKERS CONNECT WITH FELLOW MEMBERS





KEEP EXPLORING

USEFUL LINKS

VOICES OF
7020 PODCAST

HANWASH

RI CONVENTION ROTARY DISTRICT
 7020 CONFERENCE

https://voicesofd7020.buzzsprout.com/
https://voicesofd7020.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.hanwash.org/
https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/registration
https://7020.org/stories/district-7020-annual-conference-2027
https://7020.org/stories/district-7020-annual-conference-2027
https://7020.org/stories/district-7020-annual-conference-2027


See you next month!
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	LINDSEY CANCINO
	Happy New Rotary Year!
	Welcome to a new Rotary year — one filled with incredible opportunity and purpose.
	As we step into 2026–27, I invite each of you to focus on what matters most: doing good in the world, helping our fellow man, and promoting peace — in our communities, around the world, and within ourselves.
	This is a remarkable moment for our organization. We are closer than ever to eradicating Polio, a goal generation of Rotarians have worked tirelessly toward. And we have more grant resources available to us than ever before, giving every club the tools to turn great ideas into lasting change across our ten nations.
	Your District Team stands ready to support you every step of the way — whether that’s identifying the right grant for your project, starting a new EarlyAct, Interact, Rotaract or Rotary club or other membership initiative, connecting you with resources, or simply helping you dream a little bigger about what your club can accomplish this year.
	Let’s build on the strong foundation laid this past year and carry it forward together. Let’s continue to Unite for Good, Create Lasting Impact, and Protect our Future.
	I am honoured to serve alongside you this year, and I can’t wait to see what we accomplish together.
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	JULY
	MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH MONTH
	ROTARY CLUB OF LÉOGÂNE
	ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARTIN SUNRISE
	ROTARY CLUB OF OLD FORT
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	ROTARY CLUB OF LÉOGÂNE
	Takes Action
	Nutrition, Mental Health and Hygiene:
	for Mothers and Children
	READ MORE
	THE COMPASS
	the mother’s psychological well-being and how it directly influences her child’s development. Her presentation left a lasting impression.
	Club President Louidet Macéan commended the initiative, describing it as a meaningful way to embody Rotary’s motto, “Service Above Self,”.
	The second focused on a subject rarely discussed in Haiti: the mental health of pregnant women and new mothers.
	Yveson Pascal
	Public Image Chair, Rotary Club of Léogâne



	ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MARTIN SUNRISE
	Rotary Club of St. Martin Sunrise Highlights Maternal & Child Health with Inspiring Community Information Session
	As part of Rotary's Maternal and Child Health Month, the Rotary Club of St. Martin Sunrise proudly hosted a community information session featuring Mr. Gesner-Orlando Simon, an experienced midwife and passionate
	advocate for family-centered healthcare. His presentation, "Every Family Needs a Midwife: More Than Delivering Babies – Building Healthier Families & Stronger Communities," offered attendees a fresh and inspiring perspective on the
	READ MORE
	THE COMPASS

	invaluable role midwives play in our communities.
	Many people traditionally associate midwives with childbirth alone. However, Mr. Simon challenged this perception by highlighting that midwives provide comprehensive care that extends far beyond the delivery room. They are trusted healthcare professionals who support pergnant women, newborns, fathers, and families throughout pregnancy, childbirth, the postnatal period, and beyond. Their work includes health education, emotional support, breastfeeding guidance, family planning, early detection of complications, and promoting healthy lifestyles for both mother and child.
	Throughout the evening, attendees gained a deeper understanding of how midwives contribute to healthier families by empowering parents with knowledge, encouraging preventive healthcare, and advocating for safe and respectful maternity care. Mr. Simon emphasized that investing in maternal and child health is an investment in stronger families and healthier communities, aligning perfectly with Rotary's commitment to improving lives through service.
	The session also highlighted the importance of collaboration between healthcare professionals, community organizations, and service clubs to ensure that every mother and child has access to quality care and support. Participants
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	INVESTING IN MOTHERS. EMPOWERING FAMILIES. TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES.
	As Rotarians, we remain committed to supporting initiatives that promote maternal and child health, one of Rotary's Areas of Focus. By creating opportunities for education, awareness, and community engagement, we continue to work toward a future where every mother, every child, and every family has the opportunity to thrive.
	EDUCATE. ENGAGE. EMPOWER.
	We were actively engaged during the question-and-answer segment, where thoughtful discussions reinforced the need for increased awareness of the many services midwives provide throughout the lifespan of a family.

	A HEARTFELT THANK YOU
	The Rotary Club of St. Martin Sunrise extends its sincere appreciation to Mr. Gesner-Orlando Simon for sharing his expertise and passion with our members, guests, and community partners.
	His message served as a powerful reminde that midwives are not only caregivers during childbirth but also educators, advocates, counselors, and champions for healthy families.

	THE COMPASS
	CREATE LASTING IMPACT


	ROTARY CLUB OF PETION VILLE HAITI
	A Summer of Hope:
	Transforming Young Lives
	in Lalue
	For many children in Haiti, summer is not a season of camps, games, or discovery—it is simply another chapter of daily hardship. In Lalue, however, nearly 200 children experienced something different this year: a place where they felt safe, valued, and full of hope.
	For the second consecutive year, the Rotary Club of Pétion-Ville partnered with the Sisters of Saint Rose of Lima to organize a summer camp for children from some of the country’s most vulnerable communities. Together, they created an environment where children could learn, play, build friendships, and simply enjoy being children.
	The camp was made possible through the generosity of Rotarians, local businesses, and community partners who answered the call to serve. Donations of food, financial support, and logistical assistance ensured that every child received nutritious meals and participated in educational, cultural, recreational, and sports activities throughout the program.
	The project demonstrates the power of collaboration. Rotary members worked side by side with the Sisters of Saint Rose of Lima, while corporate partners—including Karyna S.A., Caribbean
	READ MORE

	TOGETHER, WE CREATE LASTING IMPACT.
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	ROTARY CLUB OF OLD FORT
	Rotary Club of Old Fort Hosts Packing Party and Donates Maternal and Newborn Care Packages to PMH NICCU
	READ MORE
	THE COMPASS
	packages included preemie/newborn diapers, sensitive baby body washes, multivitamin packs for mothers, baby wipes, and postpartum self-care kits containing maternal vitamins, moisturizing cream, and a care guide highlighting the signs of postpartum blues and available support resources.
	The initiative reflects the club’s commitment to supporting both mothers and newborns during one of life’s most critical moments, ensuring families have access to essential items that promote the health and well-being of both mother and child.


	TOGETHER, WE ARE PEOPLE OF ACTION.
	The presentation was attended by representatives of PMH NICCU, the PHA Foundation, and PMH Administration, along with RCOF board members and club members.
	THE COMPASS
	Rotary
	CLUB OF


	ABACO
	Stronger Abaco
	SOUTH EAST
	NASSAU

	CREATE LASTING IMPACT
	The donation forms part of RCSEN’s “500 Books for 50 Years” campaign, launched to celebrate the club’s 50th Anniversary, themed “Create Lasting Impact.” Spearheaded by the Youth & Literacy Committee under Pam Culmer, Books Ahoy reflects RCSEN’s commitment to literacy and childhood development.
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	ROTARY CLUB OF ST. ANDREW NORTH COMES TO THE RESCUE OF SCORES OF CHILDREN IN CENTRAL AND WESTERN JAMAICA
	The students are now learning in safe, dry and comfortable classrooms, which is incredibly rewarding.” Club President Pierpont Wilson
	READ MORE
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	CREATE LASTING IMPACT
	because of rain. “When no one else showed up, the Rotary Club of St. Andrew North did,” she said.
	“The visits reinforced the power of partnership and Rotary’s commitment to ‘Service Above Self,’’ Wilson said.

	ROTARY CLUBS OF KINGSTON & ST. ANDREW SCORE BIG FOR COMMUNITY THROUGH SUCCESSFUL CHARITY PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
	THE COMPASS
	READ MORE

	ROTARY CLUB SUNRISE OF ROAD TOWN CELEBRATES A VIBRANT START TO THE ROTARY YEAR
	READ MORE
	CREATE LASTING IMPACT
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	CREATE
	LASTING
	IMPACT
	Continuing its festival involvement, Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town members rolled up their sleeves and joinIn support of the Virgin Islands' rich culture and heritage, members proudly participated in the annual Torchlight Procession, a cherished event that officially marks the opening of the festival season. The procession provided members with an opportunity to celebrate the Territory's traditions alongside residents and visitors while demonstrating Rotary's commitment to community involvement. The Club's participation highlighted the importance of preserving cultural heritage and supporting events that bring people together.
	Continuing its festival involvement, Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town members rolled up their sleeves and joined in the construction of the BVI Family Rotary Festival Float for entry in the August Monday Parade. The project showcased the spirit of teamwork and creativity that defines Rotary service. Members dedicated their time and effort to ensuring the float reflected both community pride and Rotary values while contributing to one of the Territory's most anticipated festival celebrations.
	The month concluded on a compassionate note as the Club extended support to new mothers at the Dr. D. Orlando Smith Hospital through a donation initiative. The contribution aimed to provide encouragement and practical assistance to mothers and their newborns, reflecting Rotary's ongoing commitment to improving lives and supporting families within the community. The gesture was warmly received and exemplified the Club's dedication to caring for some of the most vulnerable members of society.
	As the Rotary year gets underway, the Rotary Club Sunrise of Road Town remains focused on fostering fellowship, strengthening community partnerships, and delivering projects that create lasting impact. Through cultural engagement, hands-on service, and meaningful outreach, the Club continues to demonstrate how Rotary members can make a difference while bringing hope and support to the communities they serve.
	Members participated in the Torchlight Procession
	Sunrisers At Work, collaborating with preparing the areas of focus to be incorporated in the BVI Rotary Family Festival Floupe
	CREATE LASTING IMPACT
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	LEARN MORE:
	my.rotary.org/annual-fund
	CREATE
	LASTING
	IMPACT

	TRUSTEE CHAIR'S MESSAGE

	Leading with Gratitude
	I love the idea of a gratitude journal. The practice is simple: Write down three things each day that you are grateful for, and watch how it shifts your mindset, your energy, and even the way you move through the world. To me, gratitude is more than a feeling; it is a force.
	created an endowment fund for their district at the Arch Klumph Society level, choosing to transform pain into purpose. My second entry reflected on Ravishankar and Paola Dakoju from the Rotary Club of Bangalore, India. At the assembly, the couple pledged $50 million to The Rotary Foundation, an extraordinary gift representing 85 percent of their wealth. Ravishankar said, "When you give more than you think you can, life returns to you more than you can ever imagine." That single sentence captures the heart of Rotary.
	And in Rotary, gratitude is a reflection of who we are. When we thank our donors, we are acknowledging their contribution and honoring their belief in a better world.
	JENNIFER JONES Foundation Trustee Chair
	I write in my gratitude journal often - not every day but enough to keep me grounded. I want to share with you an entry from January, written during the International Assembly. The assembly is more than our annual learning event for district governors-elect; it's a gathering filled with inspiration and moments that stay with you long after the lights dim.
	SERVICE ABOVE
	SERVICE ABOVE

	SELF
	SELF
	THE FOUR WAY TEST
	Of the things we think, say or do:
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	UPDATE:
	THE LEGACY GALA
	THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
	AG Christian Knowles
	PAG Bryan Knowles
	PAG Diane DeCardenas
	PAG Ryan Geluk
	PAG Mario Smith
	RTN Rebecca Nutt
	NOTE FROM
	THE CHAIR:
	Building
	Date:
	Location:
	Ticket Price:
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	GENEROSITY:
	We also celebrate two members who have reached new levels of Multiple Paul Harris Fellow recognition through their continued support of The Rotary Foundation.
	CELEBRATING A CULTURE OF
	MILESTONES AT THE
	FOUNDATION

	ROTARY CLUB OF SOUTH OCEAN
	Assistant Governor Valentino Hamilton has achieved Paul Harris Fellow +4, recognizing his cumulative Foundation giving and his unwavering commitment to advancing Rotary's mission. His leadership continues to inspire Rotarians throughout District 7020 to embrace the Foundation as a powerful vehicle for sustainable service.
	I am also deeply humbled to have recently been recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow +5. While this recognition is personally meaningful, it also serves as a reminder that every contribution, large or small, helps create opportunities for scholarships, peacebuilding, disease prevention, clean water, maternal and social economic development, and environmental stewardship, and life-changing humanitarian projects around the world.
	The Rotary Club of South Ocean is pleased to celebrate several Foundation milestones that reflect our members' commitment to Doing Good in the World through The Rotary Foundation.
	This month, we are delighted to welcome Rotarian Alejandra Rivas as our club's newest member of the Policplus Society.
	By making an ongoing annual commitment to PoloPlus, Alejandra joins a dedicated group of Rotarians who are helping Rotary fulfill its historic promise to eradicate polio once and for all. Her leadership demonstrates that ending polio remains one of Rotary's greatest humanitarian priorities.
	These milestones are not simply about recognition levels or lapel pins. They represent a shared commitment to investing in Rotary's ability to create lasting, measurable impact.
	As our club continues to promote the Annual Fund, PoloPlus, Rotary Direct, the Paul Harris Society, and the PoloPlus Society, we remain committed to building a culture where generosity is inspired by service and every member is encouraged to participate at a level that is meaningful to them. We congratulate Alejandra, Assistant Governor Valentino Hamilton, and all Rotarians who continue to strengthen The Rotary Foundation through their generosity and leadership. Together, we are multiplying our service and changing lives, one gift, one project, and one community at a time.
	By: John Laramore, MBA, PHSC Foundation Chair, Rotary Club of South Ocean District 7020 Paul Harris Society Coordinator
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	NEWS &
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	HIGHLIGHTING OUR MOMENTS. CELEBRATING OUR PEOPLE, BUILDING A STRONGER TOMORROW.
	Create Lasting Impact
	READ MORE


	A MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT FUNDRAISING
	Creating a Legacy of Hope Through The Rotary Foundation
	commitment, children receive life-changing medical care, families gain access to clean water and improved sanitation, students pursue educational opportunities, communities become more resilient, and peace-building initiatives continue to flourish.
	Legacy Campaign—an opportunity for every Rotarian and friend of Rotary to become part of something that will endure for generations. Our goal is simple yet powerful: to increase our support of The Rotary Foundation so that we can serve more people, expand our reach, and multiply our impact throughout our islands and neighboring communities.
	Behind every Rotary project is a story. It is the story of a child whose future is brighter because someone cared. A family finding strength after hardship. A community discovering new opportunities through sustainable development. A village receiving clean water for the very first time. These are not just projects—they are lives forever changed. They are living proof that when people unite with a shared purpose, extraordinary things happen.
	Legacy Campaign—an opportunity for every Rotarian and friend of Rotary to become part of something that will endure for generations. Our goal is simple yet powerful: to increase our support of The Rotary Foundation so that we can serve more people, expand our reach, and multiply our impact throughout our islands and neighboring communities.
	Every act of generosity has the power to change a life. Every gift to The Rotary Foundation is more than a donation—it is a promise of hope, an investment in humanity, and a commitment to creating a better world.
	To each of you who has supported The Rotary Foundation, thank you. Your generosity is transforming compassion into action across District 7020 and around the globe. Because of your
	This Rotary year, District 7020 proudly introduces the Raise for Rotary
	The campaign will culminate with the District 7020 Legacy



	NEWS & EVENTS
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	READ MORE
	Gala, a signature event during our District Conference. While the evening will celebrate service, fellowship, and generosity, it is far more than a gala. It is a celebration of lives changed, dreams restored, and hope renewed. It is an invitation to invest in Rotary's future
	and to ensure that our legacy of Service Above Self continues to inspire generations yet to come.
	No gift is ever too small. Every contribution joins thousands of others to create a powerful force for good. Together, our generosity becomes scholarships for young leaders, clean water for
	communities, healthcare for vulnerable families, disaster relief for those in need, and opportunities where none existed before. This is the remarkable power of The Rotary Foundation.


	NEWS & EVENTS
	Your contribution receives full credit toward your individual Rotary Foundation giving record.
	Please use the same email address associated with your My Rotary account to ensure your donation is properly credited.
	Donations are credited to the individual donor, not to the fundraiser.
	The future we envision is built by the choices we make today. Together, we are not simply raising funds—we are building a legacy of hope, compassion, and service that will continue to transform lives long after we are gone.
	Thank you for believing in Rotary. Thank you for believing that together, we can do even more.
	Mario Smith Past Assistant Governor Fundraising Subcommittee Chairman Rotary District 7020
	AS YOU SUPPORT THE RAISE FOR ROTARY LEGACY CAMPAIGN, PLEASE REMEMBER:
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	A MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT DISASTER

	NEWS & EVENTS
	As the Rotary District 7020 Disaster Chair (DDC), my remit is to encourage the Presidents of the District’s Rotary Clubs to ensure that their club and its members are prepared and able to respond to the possible and serious threats that may endanger their club, their country and its population.
	accidental disasters are possible, however those more relevant to Rotary Clubs are as follows:
	• Fire • Natural disasters (earthquake, flood, hurricanes, pandemics, severe lightning, tsunami, etc.) • Power failure beyond 24 hours • Internal Communications/ Network/Computer equipment failure beyond 24 hours • Cyber risks
	It is vital that the clubs have a viable Disaster Management Plan (DMP) and that their DMP is updated as necessary on an annual basis.
	The procedures will increase the potential to minimise the effect on clubs, their continuity, property, membership and their families.
	The intention of the plan, complete with Appendices and Checklists, is to provide operational procedures to prepare clubs to respond effectively to any potential emergency and to implement systems for business continuity and recovery. Consideration has been given as to which disaster scenarios clubs are most likely to encounter. All kinds of  natural, human, and
	Developed in phases to cater for actions required in the event of an emergency, the plan should contain distinct sections as follows:
	THE COMPASS
	• To safeguard and protect personnel and families. • To allow continuity of business operations.  • To protect property, buildings and other assets.  • Return to normalcy
	The present District 7020 Governor Lindsey Cancino has prioritized Disaster Preparedness and Mental Health for his year in office.
	Consequently, a Webinar spotlighting Disaster Preparedness is being arranged for Rotarians in Districts 7020 and 7030 on Saturday the 8th of August, commencing 9a.m. Eastern time (8a.m. Central).
	A Webinar on Mental Health, including Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is also planned for the near future.
	READ MORE
	Club Presidents are urged to appoint a Club Disaster Chair, where one has not been nominated.
	the experience of current and future members.
	We will also focus on keeping members connected and engaged. Clubs will be encouraged to review member satisfaction, strengthen new member care, use mentoring and onboarding tools, gather exit feedback, and create experiences where members feel valued, heard, and included. In partnership with District DEI Committee, and Rotaract, we will support welcoming club cultures, strengthen belonging, encourage leadership opportunities, and highlight Rotaract pathways.
	This year, the District Membership Committee will work through four coordinated areas: Membership Attraction, Membership Engagement, New Club Development, and Prospective Member Management. Together, these teams will help clubs invite more people into Rotary, improve onboarding and mentoring, strengthen retention and belonging, and ensure prospective members receive timely, welcoming follow-up.



	NEWS & EVENTS
	Disaster Chair, where one has not been nominated.
	Whilst all Rotarians are invited, all Club Presidents and Disaster Chairs are expected to attend the Webinar.
	Yours in Rotary Service, Derek Haines M.B.E., Q.P.M., C.P.M. District 7020 DDC.
	A MESSAGE FROM THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
	Key priorities include quarterly membership forums, monthly Membership Table conversations, and continued promotion of Voices of D7020. Clubs will be encouraged to test and share fresh ideas for attracting members through service experiences, community partnerships, flexible invitation strategies, and stronger public presence.
	New club development will be another important part of the year ahead. District 7020 will advance traditional sponsor clubs, satellite and companion clubs, innovative formats, Impact Clubs, cause-based clubs, and a possible Passport Club. Our goal is to charter 6 to 8 new clubs while building a strong pipeline of sponsor clubs, founders, advisors, and community partners. Prospective
	Growing Rotary Through Belonging, Innovation, and Service.
	District 7020 begins the 2026-2027 Rotary year with a clear membership focus: helping people who have not yet met Rotary find themselves in Rotary, while ensuring every member has a place to belong. Our  work is aligned with the district’s 3K-by-2030 goal to grow toward 3,000 Rotary members by 2030 while strengthening
	READ MORE
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	HANWASH
	Haiti National Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Initiative
	THAT DAY WAS A GOOD DAY!
	Congratulations, Cavaillon. That day was your day!
	WWW.HANWASH.ORG
	One commune at a time. WASH for all of Haiti.
	Rotary




	SERVICE
	SATURDAYS
	TOGETHER, WE CREATE LASTING IMPACT.
	WHAT ARE YOUR CLUBS DOING?
	SHARE YOUR IMPACT. INSPIRE OTHERS. BE EPIC.



	SERVICE
	SATURDAYS
	DISTRICT 7020
	CREATE
	IMPACT.
	Every act of service tells a story,
	AND WE WANT TO SEE YOURS!
	Complete a service project on any Saturday that aligns with Rotary’s Five Avenue Of Service.
	Include photos and a brief description of your project and its impact. The District Public Image Team will monitor the hashtags through MARCH 31st, 2027

	EARN
	BONUS POINTS
	Every qualifying Service Saturday earns your club


	50 BONUS POINTS
	towards the District Governor’s Goals
	ONE SATURDAY. MANY PROJECTS. LASTING IMPACT.
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	2027
	Join the Rotary world in
	Barcelona!
	Rotary
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