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Caribbean Partnership is now on Facebook!
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Caribbean Partnership

The Caribbean Partnership provides opportunities for Rotarians in the United States and throughout the 
countries of the Caribbean and North Atlantic to 

 become better educated as to our respective cultural similarities and differences and 
 to develop relationships, share knowledge, ideas, and interests that would result in partnered 

clubs.

Outgoing Chair, jv Vlass – June message

Thank you, PRID Milt Jones!! for it was your idea of “Think Caribbean” that our Caribbean 
Partnership Inc. got its start. 

Milt’s plan was for the Rotary Clubs of Rotary Zones 33 & 34’s USA Mainland to develop 
relationships that would lead to friendships and do Rotary’s work together. His goal at that time was to 
have 20 Clubs Twinned, as they were formally called, and the name has evolved to the current term of 

Partnering that we use today. Think Caribbean was not a new idea; however, Milt put it into serious 
action with results that we see today.

I remember, as a DGE, speaking with Director Milt from the Atlanta airport, heading to D-7030’s District Conference, 
when he wished me the best in presenting the idea of Partnering to the incoming D-7030’s Presidents. My classmate, D-
7030, DGE Victor Pilgrim, had invited me to present the Partnering idea, and have our Districts, my 6910 and his 7030, 
doing Rotary’s work together.

My presentation was well received, and over half of the Presidents-Elect were interested and wanted for our Districts’ 
clubs to do Rotary’s work together by partnering.

The fellowship was very typical Caribbean (simply the best). The hospitality with great food, great music, and location 
in the Islands, could not get any better.  But what really made it work were that the relationships we established grew to 
friendships and the projects that followed.

Between D-7030 and D-6910, we had 70 Clubs Partnered. Director Milt’s dream had truly developed to be the basis of 
our Caribbean Partnership Inc.  Today, seven years later, we have over 400 Clubs of Rotary Zones 33 & 34’s 29 
Districts partnered

We have now evolved to the specific purpose for which our Corporation was organized, as stated in our articles of 
incorporation.  The purpose is to provide opportunities for Rotarians in the US and throughout the countries of 
Caribbean and North Atlantic to become better educated as to our respective cultural similarities and differences, to 
develop relationships, share knowledge, ideas and interests that would result in Partnered Clubs:

Outgoing CP Chair  
jv Vlass
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 which provide for worthy community needs
 assisting individuals in need with the basic necessities of life
 advancing education and literacy 
 eliminating prejudice and discrimination
 and as always, advancing peace through fellowship 

With your continued support of our Caribbean Partnership Program, we will ensure awareness and the needed 
momentum to keep us growing. 
The wonderful part about our Program is that it is without boundaries, we are 29 districts, not 33 or 34.   Zones do not 
matter. Through the Caribbean Partnership Inc., we are one powerful Rotary influence.

I hope that this helps with some insight into our CP Program history, and look forward to seeing everyone soon at our 
Caribbean Partnership Celebration in Trinidad, July 27-28, 2012. It’s only fitting that we will be back in D-7030 for our 
CP Celebration where we first lifted upward.

This is my last article for our CP Newsletter.   Thank You Kitty Bucsko, our CP Newsletter editor,  for your dedication 
and excellent work. My tenure as CP Partnering Chair and CP Chairman ends June 30,  which is only fitting, my 
Birthday.

Thanks to all of you for the support you have given me and our CP since we began.  I know you will continue to support 
our incoming CP Chair, D-7610 PDG Horace McCormack,  and our incoming CP Partnering Chair, D-6910 PDG Gene 
Windham, to bring our CP Program to the next level. 

We are so fortunate to have such a dynamic team taking these leadership positions.  We are truly blessed. 

In closing, I want to thank all that have supported our Caribbean Partnership Inc. that highlights the International
part of who we are, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL.

jv Vlass PDG 2006-07 Rotary District 6910
Zones 33-34 Caribbean Partnership, Inc. Chairman
Zones 33-34 Caribbean Partnership, Inc. Partnering Coordinator
770 752 0609, (H) 770 598-6120 (cell), Skype jvvlass
jvjewelrydesign@bellsouth.net
http://www.caribbeanpartnership.org

INCOMING CARIBBEAN PARTNERSHIP (CP) CHAIR – PDG Horace McCormack

A welcome message from the Incoming Chair of the 
Caribbean Partnership

Dear CP Family,

The Caribbean Partnership Initiative has evolved into a well-established program in Zones 33 and 34.   The program has 
accomplished a lot over the past 7 years and continues to show great potential for significant achievements in the future.   

Incoming Chair
Horace McCormack
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It has the ability to grow with the participation of ALL 29 Districts in our Zones and create more projects between 
approximately 1700 clubs.  

These clubs are already enjoying some form of relationship between them, and from such relationships tend to yield 
great service projects or exchanges.       

Though we have come a far way, there is much more to be done to continue the building process of this program.  I am 
pleased and honored to have the opportunity to help lead this important program of Rotary International to greater 
heights!  

Carlota and I are looking forward to being in touch with all members of this organization,  and hope to provide service 
to you in effective and efficient ways to enhance the program.    Over the coming year we will work hard to initiate 
some, and rejuvenate other relationships that may have gone a bit cold due to the turnover of leadership in the Clubs and 
Districts.   

We will attempt to expand the program to even more Districts and Clubs that have not previously participated in the 
Caribbean Partnership program.   We know that may be the case with the Districts that have been added to our Zones in 
recent years.   

We will seek to get more activities going in District 7000, as we know that Puerto Rico has great potential to participate 
in partnerships and service projects.  Our intention is to continuously increase the awareness of the organization and 
enhance our public image internationally.  

Clearly, Rotarians in Zone 33-34 are aware of, and interested in, supporting the program,  but it is important that it 
remains prominent in our minds and our conferences at all times.  Within our region this program should be given 
utmost priority for service projects as we do have strong needs within the various Islands and Countries that make up 
the Caribbean.   Our priority will be to promote the capabilities and support systems of Rotary International and the CP 
Program so Clubs and Districts can take full advantage of this initiative.  

To this end, we are inviting all Rotarians and Friends of Rotary to attend the Caribbean Partnership Celebration which is 
being held in Zone 34 (District 7030 in particular), in Port of Spain, Trinidad, July 27-28, 2012.   This event was held in 
Zone 33 last year. 

The Conference promises to be very exciting with numerous presentations and displays of breakthrough projects and 
initiatives taking place in the region with emphasis being placed on the success of the Caribbean Partnership Program 
over the past year.   We will have short presentations from various clubs that have had successful experiences in 
partnering on projects through the Caribbean Partnership Program.  We will recognize a number of individuals who 
have participated in significant ways to help the Program enjoy its level of success.

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Caribbean Partnership Program, I would like to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to our out-going Chairman James “jv” Vlass who served in multiple capacities in the leadership of the 
Caribbean Partnership Program since its inception.   

 jv served for a number of years as the Partnering Chair, an office in which he had responsibility for partnering 
hundreds of clubs to work together in meaningful ways.   

 jv has been unselfish with his time and talents and was always prompt in completing assignments in order to 
help partners get activated quickly.  

 He and his supportive spouse Susan are to be commended for their hard and consistent work to develop and 
lead the Caribbean Partnership Program.    

 As they step down from office, we wish them all the best in their future endeavors and hope they will continue 
to be supporters of the CP Program.   
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We would also like to express special thanks and appreciation for the out-going Vice Chair of Caribbean Partnership 
Program, PDG Rupert Ross who served this organization well over the past 2 years.  In his capacity of Vice Chair, PDG 
Rupert assisted the Chair jv in his activities and led the promotions of CP internationally.   We would like to commend 
him and his spouse Cheryl for their hard work and support of this organization throughout their tenure.   We wish them 
well in their future endeavors and hope they will continue to be supporters of the CP Program.   
  
I would like to welcome all incoming officers of the CP Executive Committee and look forward to working with them.   
They are: 

 Vice Chair - PDG Errol Alberga of District 7020; 

 Secretary – Kathleen ‘Kathy’ Brill of District 7570

 Partnering Chair - PDG Gene Windham of District 6910.  

I look forward to working with all new and existing members of the Executive Committee, as we aim to achieve great 
things in the year ahead. 

Remember, sky is the limit in what we can do with the Caribbean Partnership Program.   Let’s go mon!      

Yours in Rotary service
Horace

Caribbean Partnership Celebration 2012

in the Heart of the Caribbean – Trinidad  - July 27 – 28, 2012
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Port of Spain

PDG and CP Chair-elect, Horace McCormack, is inviting Rotarians, family, and friends to take part in the Caribbean 
Partnership Celebration in Trinidad, West Indies, July 27-28, 2012. The event for Rotary Zones 33 and 34 will take place at 
the luxurious Hyatt Regency Resort, Port of Spain, Trinidad.

“Conference Chairman Ian Gillette and his hard-working organizing committee are well into the planning for an exciting 
event with interesting and dynamic speakers,.” said PDG Horace, who is chair-elect of the Caribbean Partnership.

“This is a great opportunity to meet directly with potential Club and District leaders who are seeking to create partnerships
with other clubs in the Caribbean and the Mainland, USA. 

“This is where we learn about the various opportunities that exist in the Caribbean/USA and how we can participate in this 
process of partnering to create long-term relationships to perform international development work through joint projects,.” he 
said.

All Clubs are encouraged to sponsor a member to attend the CPC.  This could be the Club President, International Chair or any 
other member. This is important to the Clubs’ involvement in the partnership activities taking place 

between the USA and the Caribbean.

Visit Website - cpc2012.com -  to register.
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Hosts:  District 7030’s 2011 DG Lara Quentrall-Thomas and DG 2012 Stephen Ramroop.

Conference Chair:  Ian Gillette



Caribbean Partnership Newsletter – June, 2012 Page ~ 8 ~

C
A

R
I

B
B

E
A

N
 

P
A

R
T

N
E

R
S

H
I

P
 

N
e

w
s

l
e

t
t

e
r

-
J

u
n

e
,

2
0

1
2

Our Caribbean Partnership continues to fulfill the specific purpose for which our Corporation was organized:

 to provide opportunities for Rotarians throughout our Zones 33 and 34 to become better educated as to our respective 
cultural similarities and differences

 to provide opportunities to develop relationships, share knowledge, ideas and interests that would result in partnered clubs 
and then lead to projects that fill a specific need in the area.

The photos below show CP Chair-Elect Horace promoting CP to PEs and Rotary Leaders at Chesapeake 
Multi- district PETS! The audience included PRIP, RID, PDGS, over 400 attendees. 

Date of the event was March 2 in Chantilly, Virginia. 

   

Below:  CP Incoming Chair, Horace McCormack, is flanked on his right by Jayaram Kumar, PDG for District 7620 and member of the 
Washington, DC Club; and on his left, Jim Gates, Past District Community Service Director, District 7610, and Member of the Reston Club
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…from Cordel E.A. Josiah MBE, Past President
ROTARY CLUB OF ANTIGUA

The Rotary International Zone 33-34 Caribbean Partnership Celebration 
is a great opportunity for Clubs in the Caribbean to form partnerships 
with Rotary Clubs in North America.

At left – William 'Bill' Jarrett, CP District Chairman for D7610 last 
year, Cordel Josiah,  and jv Vlass

The specific purpose of this CP conference is (1) to provide 
opportunities for Rotarians in the United States and throughout the 
countries of the Caribbean and North Atlantic, to become better 
educated as to our respective cultural similarities and differences.  

(2) Further, to develop relationships, share knowledge, ideas, and 
interests that would result in Partnered Clubs which provide for worthy 
community needs, assisting individual in need with the basic necessities 
of life, advancing education and literacy, eliminating prejudice and 
discrimination, and as always, advancing peace through fellowships.

I have been very privileged to have attended several of these conferences, and have secured partnerships and joint projects with 
several Clubs in the United States to the benefit of the Rotary Club of Antigua and the Community of Antigua & Barbuda. 

Last year in Reston, Virginia, the hospitality at the conference was very friendly and relaxing. The presentations on the projects 
conducted by North American Clubs in the Caribbean were done with sincerity and commitment. 

I was also able to present a joint medical project that The Rotary Club of Antigua has with the Rotary Club of Alexandria, Virginia. 
It was at this conference that I also learned about the World Pediatric Project in Richmond, Virginia and its assistance to infants and 
young people. 

I am now proud to say that we now have four infants with serious medical problems registered in this programme.

This conference brings Rotarians together from several Districts. What a wonderful opportunity for fellowship!

I sincerely recommend that all Rotarians in District 7030 attend this conference, especially since it is right here at home in the 
Caribbean in Trinidad, July 2012.

The organizers of the Caribbean Partnership Inc., namely Chairman PDG James “jv” Vlass and Conference Chairman PDG Horace 
Mc Cormack are to be commended for a job well done!

Rotary Club of Vienna, Virginia – District 7610
A Club of Excellence, Having Fun and Committed to Service

Caribbean Partnership 
Woody Bentley introduced PDG Horace McCormack, current Vice Chair and incoming Chair of 
Rotary International’s Caribbean Partnership, at a regular Rotary Club of Vienna meeting in early 
May. PDG Horace reported that he always enjoyed visiting the RCV, which he called “one of the 
best meetings, with the most energy.” 

[At this meeting, he even brought along a prospective Rotarian looking for a home club.] 

PDG Horace reminded us of his long association with the RCV, for example, his years as ADG 
with responsibility for the RCV, and the fact that he first came to the United States from his native 
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Jamaica on the basis of an exchange visa issued in Kingston by then-Vice Consul David van Valkenburg. 

Please join the Caribbean Partnership!  PDG Horace thanked the RCV for its past and present sponsorship of projects in Haiti 
and Jamaica, and asked us to join in the Caribbean Partnership. Rotary International Zones 33 and 34 report to the same Director. 
Taken together, these zones stretch from Maryland to Suriname and include most of the Caribbean. [Puerto Rico has its own district, 
and the Dominican Republic is grouped with the Spanish-speaking countries of Central America.] 

PDG Horace urged us to concentrate our charitable giving on Caribbean projects, an area of need that’s close to home and in our 
time zone. The Caribbean Partnership has already completed 400 projects in key areas like clean water and education, and has 200 
more awaiting sponsors.

“My Governorship [2009-2010] was transformed by the 2010 earthquake in 
Haiti. There is nowhere in the Western Hemisphere where the need is greater.” 

The 2012 Caribbean Partnership Conference is in Trinidad!

For more information, including on the July 27-18, 2012 conference in Port-of-
Spain, Trinidad, go to www.CPC2012.com, where you can register!

A Short History of Trinidad and Tobago

When Trinidad was explored by Columbus in 1498, it was inhabited by the 
Arawaks; Carib Indians inhabited Tobago. Trinidad remained in Spanish 
possession, despite raids by other European nations, until it was ceded to Britain 
in 1802. Tobago passed between Britain and France several times, but it was 
ultimately given to Britain in 1814. Slavery was abolished in 1834. Between 
1845 and 1917, thousands of indentured workers were brought from India to 
work on sugarcane plantations. In 1889 Trinidad and Tobago were made a single 
colony.

Partial self-government was instituted in 1925, and from 1958 to 1962 the nation was part of the West Indies Federation. On Aug. 
31, 1962, it gained independence and on Aug. 1, 1976, Trinidad and Tobago became a republic, remaining within the 
Commonwealth. While the country is a stable democracy and enjoys the highest living standards in the Caribbean thanks to oil 
revenue, tension between East Indians and blacks has underlined much of political life. In 1970 the tension was the underlying cause 
of riots, protests, and an army mutiny for the end of foreign influence over the economy. These events prompted a state of 
emergency which lasted for two years.

Eric Williams, “Father of the Nation” and leader of the People's National Movement (PNM), which is largely supported by blacks, 
governed from 1956 until his death in 1981. In Dec. 1986 the multiracial National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR), based in
Tobago, won a parliamentary majority, promising to sell most state-owned companies, reorganize the civil service, and reduce 
dependence on oil.

In 1990, to protest the NAR government, some 100 radical black Muslims blew up the police station in an attempted coup, in which 
the prime minister and other officials were held hostage for six days. The NAR was defeated in 1991, and the PNM returned to 
power. In 1995, the East Indian–based party, the United National Congress (UNC), led by Basdeo Panday, formed a coalition 
government with the NAR. In 2000, Panday narrowly won another term.

In Dec. 2001 elections, the governing UNC Party and the PNM Party gained 18 seats each. The two parties agreed to allow 
President Robinson to select the prime minister to end the impasse. But when Robinson chose Patrick Manning of the PNM because 
of his “moral and spiritual values,” the opposition angrily called for new elections. In the Oct. 2002 elections, Manning's party 
declared victory. Maxwell Richards, a university dean, was selected president by parliament in 2003.

In April 2006, former prime minister Panday was sentenced to two years in prison for committing fraud in public office. Richards, 
running unopposed, was re-elected in February 2008.

<source> http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108046.html
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Stories of interest at June, 2012

from http://shelterboxusa.org

SHELTER BOXES TO PERU

ShelterBoxes en route to Peru for mudslide survivors

At left - Home and truck buried by a mudslide in the Cuzco 
region.

224 ShelterBoxes were being sent to Peru to bring shelter, 
warmth and dignity to families who have been made homeless by 
recent mudslides.

A ShelterBox Response Team (SRT) has found a need for 
emergency shelter in the mountainous area of Cuzco in 
southeastern Peru. Much of the region had been evacuated, but 
many people remain in the more isolated areas.

US-based SRT members John Cordell and Gary Boe travelled to 
Abancay, a city in Apurimac District, where a landslide occurred 
on March 18.

"We arrived in Abancay to find around 150 families homeless after heavy rains on Sunday caused the hillside to let go, which 
produced a mudslide that buried their homes," said Boe. "Our priority is to get emergency shelter to them as soon as possible."

At right - US-based SRT member Gary Boe speaking with 
mudslide victims.

There were reports of similar problems in a town called 
Choccepuquio in Chincheros District, in the same region where 
60 homes have been destroyed. Several more homes had also 
been damaged in the area surrounding the capital of Lima.

The SRT is coordinating a response with the national disaster 
management office, the National Institute of Civil Defense 
(INDECI), and other officials of the regional area while the 
ShelterBoxes are being transported to the South American 
country.

Heavy rains have caused rivers to burst during Peru's rainy 
season over the past few months, flooding fields of crops and 
producing landslides that have damaged hundreds of homes.
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Rotary International (RI) Announcement

ShelterBox and Rotary International signed a Project Partnership agreement recently, giving the two organizations mutual support in 
helping victims of natural disasters obtain temporary shelter. More information regarding the partnership will be available in the 
coming weeks.

At left - RI’s John Hewko and ShelterBox Founder, Tom Henderson.

WATER PROJECT IN HAITI
Submitted by Robert Leger, Les Cayes

Rotarian, Stefano Scotti, is a member of the Rotary Club of Les Cayes, Haiti, and Stefano is working on the Matching Grant Project 
75763 – Project Aquaplus.  

Stefano is originally an engineer from Italy. He is a very good resource for this project. He was explaining that they could dig under 
the bed of the river to put the PVC line during the dry season before the rainy time would start.   

Here are some photos of this Haitian Water Project:
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ROTARY CLUB OF TYSONS CORNER, Virginia
and WeCareToShare, Chantal, Inc.

The Rotary Club of Tysons Corner, Virginia, recently welcomed a special guest speaker – Dr. Sarah A. John of WeCareToShare, Chantal.

Dr. Sarah John is the lead physician for WeCareToShare, Chantal, Inc., a nonprofit medical relief team that provides medical care 
for the mountain villages of Chantal and Canon in Haiti.  Recently, WeCareToShare made its sixth trip since the 2010
earthquake and treated about 1,000 patients per day.

Chantal is a remote agricultural village 300 miles southwest of Port-au-Prince with no permanent doctors or clinics. 
WeCareToShare workers are all volunteers who pay their own way and treat patients free of charge. The group hopes to build a 
permanent clinic in Chantal at a cost of $300,000, with help from Rotary.

Dr. John was born in Chicago, attended Brandeis University and New York Medical School, and works for Urgent Care in Mount
Vernon.

At left - As you can see in the map at the 
left, Tysons Corner is quite centrally located 
in Virginia, near Washington and Reston.

Rotary Club of Vienna, Virginia, is nearby –
see map on Page 17 of this newsletter.

************

Some information about WeCareToShare, Chantal
from http://chantalhaitimission.wordpress.com/

Our last Haiti Medical Mission trip is now completed and was conducted Sunday, April 15 through Sunday, April 22 2012.

 Our team consisted of 26 members working in the specialties of dentistry, gynecology, pediatrics, and adult medicine.
 We had a fully functioning pharmacy in 2 locations staffed by a licensed pharmacist.
 We spent 4 days in Chantal and divided the team in half so 2 days could be spent in Canon Haiti.
 Each day we saw approximately 400-600 patients.

We were supported by 22 staff members, including 5 laboratory technicians, interpreters, security guards, cooks and drivers. Fr. 
Yves Francois coordinated the many support services including transportation, lodging, and food for all of us and we are indebted to 
him.

We are also grateful to the sisters who kept us nourished physically and spiritually with their quiet and joyful presence.

Chantal, Haiti (itouchmap.com)
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Currently dates for the next trip are not set, but we are hoping one can be conducted in the Spring of 2013. Keep posted to the blog 
or subscribe to it to be keep up with the latest details.

Requirements for acceptance into the team include the following:

1. Paying all transportation costs associated with flights to/from Port Au Prince (PAP) and from PAP to Les Cayes if that 
option is taken.

2. A $500 minimum donation to cover the costs of all ground transportation, all meals, lodging, payment of interpreters and 
provision of medications and supplies for clinic days.

     This donation will be due prior to the start of the trip and is tax deductible. Checks must be made out to “Knights of 
Columbus Share Program” with notation “Mission to Haiti” in the memo field. See the Donation tab for address 
information. (This sum of money can be raised through donations you acquire from others. Each person who donates 
will receive a letter verifying the tax-deductible donation.) Additional fund-raising efforts are also highly encouraged 
to optimize the support we can provide in terms of medications and feeding the waiting patients.

3. A completed trip application submitted to Juliet Geiger at julietgeiger@aol.com
4. Any costs associated with personal trip preparations (immunizations, passports, personal belongings…)

Where is Chantal and why do we go there?

Chantal is approximately 250 miles southwest of Port Au Prince - a 
very rural community which has subsistence farming and rice 
agriculture.

It is normally a small community of approximately 1500 people, but 
now has almost doubled with refugees from Port Au Prince because 
of the earthquake. The surrounding mountain villages and seaside 
villages result in additionally many hundreds of more folks coming 
to the clinic, often walking 4 -5 hours to be seen.

There is no doctor or dentist or pharmacy within hours of Chantal by 
vehicle. Two nursing sisters at the local Church run a small 
dispensary and are providing us with a site.

Currently there are more than 2 million Haitians who are displaced since the earthquake and the recent hurricane. Many are 
relocating to more rural areas. The government there is asking NGO’s to focus on these areas because they remain underserved.

Rotary Club of Vienna, District 7610
Helps Jamaican Hospitals

Submitted by: Patricia Velkoff, Member Vienna Rotary Club
(ph: 703-938-6100; email: pvelkoff@cox.net)

“Committed to Service” is part of the motto of The Rotary Club of Vienna, Virginia.  Their volunteer work and monetary support of 
over 50 local charities annually has been an inspiration to the Vienna community for many years.  It is not surprising, then, that 
when the Club heard about an urgent need nearby, they reached out to help. 

Not long before, at the Kingston Public Hospital in 
Jamaica, Past Assistant District Governor Bobby 
Young (pictured at left) had reviewed clinic records 
and he recognized that a problem was emerging.  
Requests for prostate cancer screenings were
increasing over time, but the two hospitals 

responsible for screenings, Kingston Public Hospital and 
Mandeville Regional Hospital, had no dedicated equipment to meet 
the growing need.  

Haiti map showing Chantal

Map of the Caribbean, showing Jamaica
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As the second most frequently diagnosed cancer among men, prostate cancer is treatable.  Early detection, though, is essential.  

As a Rotarian, PADG Young knew that the international community of Rotarians would rally to help once the need was known.  He 
mobilized his Rotary Club, St. Andrew North, and reached out to mainland Clubs through 
PDG Horace McCormack, incoming Chair of the Caribbean Partnership Program.   

The Caribbean Partnership helps to facilitate projects between Rotary Clubs in the Eastern 
and Southeastern United States and Rotary Clubs in the Caribbean.  Through the 
relationships he had developed over the years, PDG McCormack was able to connect the 
Rotary Clubs of St. Andrew North and Vienna.  Together, they pooled their resources, 
requested additional funding from Districts 7020 and 7610, and finally requested additional 
funding from Rotary International.  

With a “thumbs up” from Rotary International through a Matching Grant Awarded in early 
May, the Rotary Clubs of Vienna and St. Andrew North are ready to roll.  As a result of 

their efforts, ultrasound machines, biopsy guns, and other supplies will soon be on their 
way to the two Jamaican hospitals.  Congratulations go to the Rotary Club of St. Andrew 

North, to the Rotary Club of Vienna, and to the Caribbean Partnership for supporting early detection and treatment of prostate 
cancer in Jamaica.

Do you have signs of prostate cancer? 

With no early warning signs, prostate cancer is often diagnosed after it has advanced and is difficult to treat.  .    

These symptoms may not be signs of cancer, by they need to be discussed with your doctor: 

 A frequent need to urinate, especially at night
 Difficulty starting or stopping a stream of urine
 A weak or interrupted urinary stream
 Leaking of urine when laughing or coughing
 Inability to urinate standing up
 A painful or burning sensation during urination or ejaculation
 Blood in urine or semen

Call your doctor if you have any of the following: 

 Urination that is difficult, painful or otherwise abnormal
 Chronic pain in your lower back, pelvis, upper thighbones, or other bones
 Unexplained weight loss
 Swelling in your legs
 Weakness in your legs and/or difficulty walking, especially if accompanied by constipation

This list of warning signs from WebMD is provided as a courtesy by:
The Rotary Club of Vienna.

Vienna, Virginia, U.S.A.

The map at left shows the location of Vienna, 
Virginia.  

According to Wikipedia, in 2010, Vienna had a 

population just under 16,000.  

Map of Jamaica, showing Kingston



Caribbean Partnership Newsletter – June, 2012 Page ~ 18 ~

C
A

R
I

B
B

E
A

N
 

P
A

R
T

N
E

R
S

H
I

P
 

N
e

w
s

l
e

t
t

e
r

-
J

u
n

e
,

2
0

1
2

Networking through the Caribbean Partnership - A Success Story

By Patricia Velkoff, Ph.D.
Major Grants Chair & incoming International Chair (Rotary Club of Vienna, Virginia)

If “chance favors the prepared mind,” then PDG Horace McCormack, incoming Chair of the Caribbean Partnership, must have a 
mind that is especially primed to make connections on behalf of families all over the Caribbean. 

At a recent conference in the Bahamas, PDG Horace made the chance acquaintance of Jennifer Torres, Program Manager of 
Children’s Place International in Evanston, Illinois.  Children’s Place International provides comprehensive services to families 
affected by HIV/AIDS in Chicago, Africa, & Haiti.  

Immediately recognizing a worthy cause, PDG McCormack talked with Ms. Torres about two emergency needs – two roofs and 
two latrines – that were long-overdue for HIV/AIDS affected families in Haiti.  He set to work with his contacts in District 7610 and 
in the Caribbean Partnership.  

Before long, he received a favorable response from Patricia Velkoff, Major Grants Chair of the Rotary Club of Vienna, Virginia.  
Her Club was interested in both the Children’s Place project and in the potential of developing other projects through the Caribbean 
Partnership.    

PDG McCormack set to work, and before long, a flurry of contacts connected Roland Saint-Cyr with Dr. Velkoff & Dr. Jean-
Rony Boulin, International Service Chair of the Rotary Club of Cap-Haitien, Haiti.  An additional burst of activity started when 
President Janet Brown of the Rappahannock-Fredericksburg Club heard about the project.  She was able to mobilize additional 
support from the Rotary Clubs of Rappahannock-Fredericksburg, Fredericksburg, Stafford, North Stafford Co.-
Garrisonville.  AG Dave Varrelman also contributed, and Phil Lustig, Treasurer of CP, assisted with advice and logistical help.  
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Those contacts, along with the encouragement and shepherding from PDG McCormack, paid off.  With excellent coordination, a 
Rotary contribution of $3,500 will soon support this sanitation project in Haiti.    

A great benefit of developing projects in the Caribbean is the availability of the established support network of the Caribbean 
Partnership.  CP provides a network of people who can help Clubs foster cultural exchanges, develop relationships, and share their 
knowledge, ideas, and interests.  Mainland Clubs and the 25 countries of Zones 33 and 34 can look to the Caribbean Partnership for 
help in pairing projects and sponsors, advice on developing Twin Club relationships, and overall expertise and experience in the 
region.  

The Caribbean Partnership created a dream come true for families involved with The Children’s Place.  Beyond the support for 
sanitation, though, new relationships have been established, and The Rotary Club of Vienna has a new path toward partnership on 
future projects.  
  

Caribbean Partnership is now on Facebook.  Have a look!  In fact, why  not choose to our Facebook page?
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SERVICE ABOVE SELF

ROTARY CLUBS REACH OUT TO LESS FORTUNATE CHILDREN
Another partnering success story!

For eight years now, Rotarian Regina Edwards from the Rotary Club of Carrolton Farmers Branch, Texas, has partnered with 
Bhagwan Chuganey of the Rotary Club of Montego Bay, Jamaica, to benefit the less fortunate in western Jamaica.  Thousands of 
US dollars’ worth of funding and donated items were given out over the years, and this year, Regina came with her family to share 
in the joy of Rotary’s motto “Service Above Self.”  

On May 7 and 8, the Edwards family – Regina and Ken, along with sons Austin (10) and Luke (8) – joined up with members of the Rotary Club of 
Montego Bay, led by International Service Director Bhagwan Chuganey, to deliver supplies and a monetary donation to two well-known 
children’s homes in western Jamaica – Blessed Assurance and West Haven, in Copse, Hanover.

Gloria Viera, founding President of West Haven Children’s Home, was on hand to receive the gifts and was most grateful for the work of both 
Rotary Clubs.

Below - Rotarians Dominica Pradere, Alfred Pierre, Bhagwan Chuganey and Kay Rueben surrounded by children at Blessed Assurance 
Children’s Home.

Below left – Visiting Rotarian, Regina Edwards receives a warm hug from one of the children at Blessed Assurance Children’s Home.
Below right – This resident (seated) of the West Haven Children’s Home, Lethe, Hanover, sharing his meal.
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Above – Ken Edwards, Bhagwan Chuganey (International Service Director), Regina Edwards, Gloria Viera (Founding Piresident of West Haven 
Children’s Home), Roxanne Smith (Rotary Club of Montego Bay, President-elect, Ben Buls, Rotarian Michelle Daswani – Assistant District 

Governor, Dominica Pradere (Rotary Club of Lucea)

Another Success Story – March 2012
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You won’t want to miss these!  Click the links below:

First Organization at Florida State University 
to start a medical mission program to Jamaica

A video made by Marchele Tucker

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1spsUBzYopk&context=C3e73addADOEgsToPDskJwbh2-_f9z065bVh6NGPp6
--

Marchele Tucker
FIU Dept. of Biological Science
07-11 Undergraduate 

American Medical Student Association 
(F.I.U Chapter)
2010-2011 President
2010 &2011 Medical Mission Coordinator (Jamaica)

REMINDER

All Clubs are encouraged to sponsor a member to attend the CPC in Trinidad.

This could be the Club President, International Chair, or any other member.

This is important to the Clubs’ involvement in the partnership activities taking place between the USA and the 
Caribbean.

Milestones of Rotary – a video of 7 1/2  minutes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJiyl3FR5mw
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APPENDIX – A 
Rotary Districts in Florida and along the East coast -
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APPENDIX B
Governors of Zones 33/34 - 2010-11

Mailing list for Caribbean Partnership Newsletter at March, 2012
This list will be updated as I receive more information.  I print it here for your information.

District District Governor Email address

7730 PDG Magda Baggett mbaggett@nc.rr.com
DG Mark Lynch mark@qualitysoundinc.com
DGE  Don Adkins    donead@aol.com
DGN Andy Chused   andy@chusedcpa.com

7710 PDG Serge Dihoff serge20@frontier.com
DG Mack Parker mparker130@nc.rr.com
DGE Rick Carnagua rcarnagua@clarkpavementmarking.com
DGN Leigh S. Hudson lhudson@hudsonshardware.com

7570 PDG Pat Combs pbc141@btes.tv
DG Janet Johnson janetmj@ntelos.net
DGE Woody Sadler lorwood@embarqmail.com

6970 PDG Cynde Covington cyndecovington@aol.com, 
cyndecovington@gmail.com

DG Clint Dawkins cdawkins@bigdbuildingcenter.com
DGE John Brunner jbrunner@jbrun.com
DGN Art MacQueen amacqueen@cfl.rr.com

6900 PDG Casey Farmer cfarmer@pattilloconstruction.com
DG Margie Kersey margie@callkbs.com
DGE Cheryl Greenway cgreenway8@aol.com
DGN Blake McBurney Blake.McBurney@mcburney.com
Newsletter – Jackie Cuthbert cuthbert@mindspring.com

7750 PDG Becky Faulkner drgenesis@charter.net
DG Gary Goforth dg2011@rotary7750.org
DGE Kim Gramling kdgramling@yahoo.com

7630 PDG Don Hackett dhackett@dovepointe.com
DG Roger Harrell rharrell@intercom.net
DGE Jim Roney jim.roney2@verizon.net

6920 PDG Lloyd Horadan lhoradan@sandersvilletech.edu
DG Gordon Matthews Gordon.matthews@earthlink.net
DGE Robert (Bob) Griggers Bobgrig@aol.com

7720 PDG Don Johnson dljgov1011@embarqmail.com
DG Greg Browning greg.browning@ssa.gov
DGE Skip Morgan tlmorgan@inteliport.com

7550 PDG Mary Keely mekeely@aol.com
DG Larry Nelson lnelson@wvstateu.edu
DGE Ernie Hayes ernesthaysatty@frontier.com

7620 PDG Jay Kumar jayku2006@gmail.com
DG Claude Morissette cmorissette@kanuckconstruction.com
DGE Bob Parkinson rparkinson@rsbp.biz
DGN Peter Kyle peter.kyle@gmail.com
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District District Governor Email address

7530 PDG Ranjit Majumder ranjit.majumder@mail.wvu.edu
DG Ed Powell
DGE Greg Smith

7610 PDG Ron Marion ronandros@verizon.net
PDG Horace McCormack hmccormack@hgmteam.com
DG Jon Allan mjallan@verizon.net
DGE Steve Cook cookstk-mih@verizon.net
DGN Juanita Cawley jcawley3@cox.net
DGND Richard Storey richstorey@aol.com

6990 PDGDoug Maymon dougmaymon@bellsouth.net
DG Todd Dayton governortodd@gmail.com
DGE Ted Eldredge teldredge@bellsouth.net
DGN Ellen Blasi epblasi@yahoo.com

7770 PDG Rick Moore rick@Rotary7770.org
DG Paula Matthews pajmatt2@bellsouth.net
DGE Ed Duryea eduryea@islc.net

6890 PDG Ed Odom edodom@aol.com
DG Alan Feldman Alan@FeldmansPhotography.com
DGE Tom Wade TWade@USF.edu
DGN George Robertson-Burnett GCPRB@TampaBay.rr.com

7690 PDG Wes Patterson wespatterson@rotary7690.org
DG Terry Titus terrytitus@Rotary7690.org
DGE Rick Snider ricksnider@Rotary7690.org

7680 PDG Firoz Peera fpeera@carolina.rr.com
DG Allen Langley allenlangley@shelbyrotary.org
DGE Chris Jones chrisjones@acnrep.com

6980 PDG Charlie Rand legal0103@aol.com
DG Art Brown asbrown@cfl.rr.com
DGE Rick Baines Ric2b@bellsouth.net

7000 PDG John Richardson jrichardson@i-h-e.com
DG Paul Roman paulroman2550@gmail.com
DGE Jorge Almodovar yaucoweb@gmail.com

7600 PDG Jayne Sullivan jaynesullivan@cox.net
DG Jim Bynum onstagejb@comcast.net
DGE Walter (Cap) Neilson  wcn@landmarkappraisals.com
DGN Chuck Arnason  chuck@indieplacefarm.com

6960 PDG Don Thomas sgtarms6960@aol.com
DG Denise Hearn
DGE Stephen Schlueter
DGN Tim Milligan

6930 PDG Louis Venuti louisvenuti@gmail.com
DG Laile E Fairbairn lailefairbairn@comcast.net
DGE Terri M Wescott tmwescott@yahoo.com

6950 PDG Lynda Vinson lynda @LGVinsonCPA.com  
DG Carl W. Treleaven ctreleaven.rotary@gmail
DGE Jamie Mick jmick@tbpm.net
DGN Roger Proffer rogerproffer@yahoo.com
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District District Governor Email address

7670 PDG Ed Walcoff dg10-11@rotary7670.org
DG Bill Parker   billparker105@att.net
DGE Frank Dean nosky2hi@frontier.com

7030 PDG Tony Watkins tonyw@caribsurf.com
DG Lara Quentrall-Thomas rotary@regencytrinidad.com
DGE Stephen Ramroop stephen.ramroop34@gmail.com
Herve Honore honoreh@wanadoo.fr

7010 PDG Ron Strickland rlstrick@rlstrick.com
6490 DG Ron Schettler Rrs110@consolidated.Net

Newsletter editor, Bill Wills Billphyl@aol.com
7810 DGE Allan MacLellan awmac@nbnet.nb.ca

Sara Mansbach saramansbach@gmail.com
6940 PDG Sylvia White slywhite@juno.com

DG Jeannie Quave jeannie@ebrsales.com
DGE Edward (Ed) Philman edphilman@gmail.com

7020 PDG Diana White dianawhite.7020@gmail.com
DG Guy Theodore HH5GT@aol.com
DGE Vance Lewis vancel@surfbvi.com
DGN Jeremy Hurst irg@candw.ky
DGD Paul Brown peebee3550@gmail.com

6910 PDG Gene Windham ghwindham@windstream.net
d6910@bellsouth.net, attention Betty 
and Judy Write (District Secretaries)

DG Bill St.Clair bstclair@mindspring.com
DGE Margie Eddy-Forbes sparky@plantationcable.net
Brian Heimbigner, Int’lChair bheimbigner@comcast.net
Tina Hollcroft, Int’l Co-chair tinahollcroft@gmail.com
Barbara Fisher, Int’l Co-Chair bfis@bellsouth.net
DGN Anton Zellman antonz@me.com
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APPENDIX C 
INTERESTING INFORMATION – ZONES 33 AND 34

Interesting websites for Zones 33 and 34 

 http://www.rizones33-34.org/

 http://membership33-34.blogspot.com/

 http://rotaryresources.blogspot.com/  (Zone 33 Rotary Coordinator’s Blog -  Rotary Resources)

 http://zone34retentioncentral.blogspot.com/ (Zone 34 Rotary  Coordinator’s Blog – Retention Central)

From Wikipedia –

Port of Spain, also written as Port-of-Spain, is the capital of the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the country's third-largest 
municipality, after San Fernando and Chaguanas. The city has a 
municipal population of 49,031 (2000 census), a metropolitan 
population of 128,026 (1990 unofficial estimate) and a transient 
daily population of 250,000.

It is located on the Gulf of Paria, on the northwest coast of the 
island of Trinidad and is part of a larger conurbation stretching 
from Chaguaramas in the west to Arima in the east with an 
estimated population of 600,000. 

Port of Spain is Trinidad and Tobago's most developed city. 

The city serves primarily as a retail and administrative centre and it 
has been the capital of the island since 1757. It is also an important 
financial services centre for the Caribbean and is home to two of the 
largest banks in the region.

The city is also home to the largest container port on the island and is one of several shipping hubs of the Caribbean, exporting both 
agricultural products and manufactured goods. Bauxite from the Guianas and iron ore from Venezuela are trans-shipped via 
facilities at Chaguaramas, about five miles (8 km) west of the city. The pre-lenten Carnival is the city's main annual cultural festival 
and tourist attraction.

Today, Port of Spain is emerging as a leading city in the Caribbean region. Trinidad hosted the Fifth Summit of the Americas in 
2009 whose guests included US President Barack Obama and US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

Port of Spain also hosted the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 2009 and hosted a Commonwealth Business 
Forum in 2011.

It will host the 2012 CP Celebration in July - the 27th  and 28th.
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