Guide to Land Acknowledgements
What is a Land Acknowledgement?
A land or territorial acknowledgement is an Indigenous protocol used to express gratitude to those who reside on the land. Today, a land acknowledgement is an integral act of reconciliation that involves making a statement recognizing the traditional territory and homeland of the Indigenous people prior to the arrival of settlers. It is more than a statement or gesture. It is the recognition of the presence of Indigenous people, their relationship with the land and Canada’s colonial history. 

Developing a land acknowledgement is an opportunity for you to acknowledge the land, the condition of the natural environment and the need to respect the land. In addition, it is also a chance to learn and better understand the history that has brought you to reside on the land you are on and to appreciate your place within that historical context. It allows you to recognize and respect the original peoples of the regions where you live and work, and honours the land itself.
Check https://native-land.ca/ to help you identify traditional territories and treaties associated with the land you are on.
Why do a land acknowledgement?
When a land acknowledgement is said at the beginning of a meeting, it reminds us of our responsibilities to the land and to each other and keeps them front of mind for the meeting.    It reminds us that the decisions we take today have an impact on this land, on other people both today and into the future.

The sharing of a land acknowledgement supports one of Rotary’s cornerstones, as a humanitarian organization, of building sustainable peace in communities throughout the world. When people take responsibility for relationships in their community, that change can have a global effect.
When to do a land acknowledgement?
At the start of a meeting, the land acknowledgement should come before all toasts or anthems.
It is suggested that clubs may want to use a land acknowledgement whenever there are public meetings and perhaps do a land acknowledgement at the club level regularly – eg once  a month.
What if the meeting is taking place virtually with participants in different places?
If the meeting is taking place virtually and there are participants from different communities, you as the host of the meeting can acknowledge the land that you are on and then ask participants to take a moment to quietly reflect on the land that they are currently on.

Personalisation: Reflecting on your relationship to the land
When doing a land acknowledgement, people are encouraged to personalize the statement – to talk about your personal relationship to the land .
• where you were born;
• some of your family’s history (e.g., when and how your family arrived on this land);
• where you currently live; and/or 
• your relationship to the land (e.g., your personal experience enjoying the natural environment or your concerns about environmental degradation) 
• How does this land acknowledgement relate to the work you are doing? 
Acknowledging where you come from enables you to reflect on your position and privilege, and situate yourself and your work within the context of colonisation and its ongoing impact on First Nations, Inuit, Métis and urban Indigenous peoples.
Suggested Wording for District 7090 Rotary Clubs:
We are privileged to meet on lands that that First Nations, including the {Mississaugas of Credit, Haudenosaunee, and Chonnonton} *, have called home for thousands of years and many continue to walk today.  
We strive to stand with all Indigenous people across Turtle Island, past, present, and future in promoting the wise stewardship of the land.  We seek to move forward with a spirit of peace, friendship and respect towards reconciliation and collaboration.   
*Note put in here whose land you are on- check out https://native-land.ca/ to check whose land you are on (“Ho-deh-no-show-nee”) (“Chun-ongk-ton”)
Online Resources:
21 things you may not know about the Indian Act

https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/21-things-you-may-not-have-known-about-the-indian-act-
Summary of the Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100014597/1572547985018 


University of Manitoba’s National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation’s library of reports
https://nctr.ca/records/reports/
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
Books:
A Knock on the Door: The Essential History of Residential Schools from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
A Mind Spread Out on the Ground by Alicia Elliott
Clearing the Plains: Disease, Politics of Starvation, and the Loss of Aboriginal Life by James Daschuk
Indigenous Relations: Insights, Tips and Suggestions to Make Reconciliation a Reality: by Bob Joseph and Cynthia F Joseph
Peace and Good Order by Harold Johnson
Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, and Hard Truths in a Northern City by Tanya Talaga
Reconciliation and the Way Forward: Collected Essays and Personal Reflections edited by Shelagh Rogers, Mike Degagne, Glen Lowry and Sara Fryer
The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious Account of Native People in North America by Thomas King
Other ways to continue your learning

Autobiography, Fiction and Poetry by Indigenous Authors:
Bone Black by Carol Rose GoldenEagle
Disintegrate/Dissociate by Arielle Twist
Five Little Indians by Michelle Good
From the Ashes: My Story of Being Métis, Homeless, and Finding My Way by Jesse Thistle
Heart Berries by Terese Marie Mailhot
Hope Matters by Lee Maracle, Columpa Bobb and Tania Carter
Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese
“Indian” in the Cabinet: Speaking Truth to Power by Jody Wilson-Raybould
If I go Missing by Brianna Jonnie
In My Own Moccasins by Helen Knott
Mamaskatch: A Cree Coming of Age by Darrel J McLeod
They Called Me Number One: Secrets and Survival at an Indian Residential School by Bev Sellars
The Right to be Cold: One Women's Story of Protecting Her Culture, the Arctic and the Whole Plant by Sheila Watt-Cloutier
This Place: 150 Years Retold by Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm, Sonn Assu and Brandon Mitchell
Treaty # by Armand Garnet Ruffo
Split Tooth by Tanya Tagaq
Sanaaq: An Inuit Novel by Mitiarjuk Nappaaluk
Indigenous Podcasts:
All My Relations  https://www.allmyrelationspodcast.com/
Coffee with My Ma https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/coffee-with-my-ma/id1372866076
Missing and Murdered: Finding Cleo https://www.cbc.ca/listen/cbc-podcasts/148-missing-murdered-finding-cleo
Native Currents   http://nativecurrents.blogspot.com/
Red Man Laughing https://redmanlaughing.squarespace.com/
Telling Our Twisted Histories https://www.cbc.ca/listen/cbc-podcasts/906-telling-our-twisted-histories?cmp=DM_SEM_Listen_Titles
The Jig is Up https://metispodcast.podbean.com/
This Land https://crooked.com/podcast-series/this-land/
Unreserved https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-105-unreserved?cmp=DM_SEM_Listen_Titles
