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O Rotary District 7090
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-Named funds start at $25,000
Apply thru your local Rotary Club see page 8

This year there are three scholarships to give deserving high school
graduating students.

Congratulations to the members of the newly
formed District 7090 PolioPlus Society.

Coordinator Elaine Richard recently
welcomed Robert Cervoni—see page 13 for
details.

‘World Immunization Week is quickly
approaching! Has your club planned how
it will observe this important public health
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LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FOUNDATION'S The

ANNUAL FUND Rotary

Foundation

The Truth About the Annual Fund (It Might Surprise You)

ANNUAL FUND: MYTH VS REALITY §:

LET'S BREAK IT DOWN-SIMPLY.
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- Your givin :
My donation just cumeg ha&( to Rotary
oes somewhere support your club :
internationally Through SHARE system, distct & globa
[ grants return to your club in 3 years.
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Only large donations o 7 o—o Every gift matters HreL * i
make a difference L] Every contribution joins others for @e}ﬁﬂ, A

real, measurable global impact.

X MYTH m o
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Supports projects like dean i Le)
water, education, and community €55 g}
impravements, many right here.
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o————=o {o start your Rotary journey \ W ekl
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: ? Simple denation—maonthly or one-time—Is
d(- ) alt akes to be part o something bigger.

It's complicated W
to get involved

BOTTOM LINE: THE ANNUAL FUND IS HOW ROTARY TURNS GENEROSITY INTO ACTION-LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY. Rota I'y-;ﬁ'}'
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The Rotary Foundation is the engine that
transforms and supports projects that change

M M ENT lives in our local communities and around the
world.

Best Financial Practices

WHAT ARE THE BEST FINANCIAL PRACTICES FOR GRANT FUNDS?

Because grant funds come from donor contributions, it’s important for sponsors to manage
these funds prudently, transparently, and in accordance with Rotary Foundation policies.

Some good ways to do that are to:

0 Follow your spending plan to distribute and use grant funds for their stated purpose and in
atimely manner.

0 Make project-related payments by check or other traceable method.

O If payments are made electronically by one person, maintain a paper record showing that
the payment was approved by both signatories.

0 Maintain detailed receipts and record each transaction. Your ledger should list each
transaction and note the date, the amount, and the reason for it.

0 Share information so you can manage grant payments smoothly and keep funds secure.
Thank you for helping Rotary maintain the highest level of grant oversight.

Cadre of Technical Advisers

WHAT IS THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CADRE OF TECHNICAL ADVISERS?

The Cadre of Technical Advisers is a group of Rotary members who offer their expertise and
advice to clubs and districts that are planning and carrying out grant projects around the world.
They also strengthen the impact of Rotary’s grants by safeguarding Foundation funds.

Cadre members provide guidance about conducting community assessments, incorporating
sustainability, setting up monitoring or evaluation plans, and properly managing the financial
aspects of a project.

More than 550 Cadre members who speak more than 80 languages come from 75 countries. You
can connect with Cadre members who have expertise in a specific area of focus or in a particular
language, country, or district.

Do you want to learn more about the Cadre, connect with a member, or join the

Cadre?
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DISTRICT GRANTS

Grants Chair - Sue Foster
Sub-committee - Club Grants Chair

suefoz@gmail.com

District Grants are used for
flexibility in funding local &
international
short-term projects.

@M ¥ Chub of Brantford-Sunrise

=22 Stedman Community Hospice %

District Grants are beneﬁaal for clubs because they energize members and encourage community
collaboration!

ITS THAT TIME OF YEARTO COMPLETE YOUR INDIVIDUAL PROJECT
REPORT

« Ifyour project has been completed from 2025/26 and the club has not yet received your
District Designated Funds please check the status of your project and complete the required
Individual Project Report at your earliest convenience .

 The duedateis April 15 but an extension can be negotiated if required for completion of the
project.

e Please let Sue know that you have completed the Individual Project Report

« Thereport will be reviewed by the grants committee and a stewardship review will be
completed

e Any other information required will be communicated to you by the Grants team

e Once approved a cheque will be initiated for the requested DDF and mailed to the club

THE GRANTS MODULE IS OPEN FOR GRANT REQUESTS FOR
2026/27

« Ensure that your club has been qualified for District Grants for 2026,/27

« that the required training has been completed

e current District Grant MOU has been signed and returned to Sue Foster

 Foundation & Polio Plus goals have been entered in Rotary Club Central

« once your club is qualified the grants module will be opened to Submit a Grant
Request



Rotary Peace Fellowship — Applications Close May 15

There is still time to apply for one of Rotary’s most prestigious opportunities — the Rotary Peace
Fellowship, with applications open until May 15.
Each year, The Rotary Foundation awards up to 170 fully funded fellowships for leaders committed
to peace and development. Fellows study at leading universities around the world, gaining the skills
needed to prevent conflict, build sustainable change, and strengthen communities.

Two program options are available:
Master’s Degree Programs (15—24 months)
Professional Development Certificate (1 year, for experienced professionals)
The fellowship covers tuition, living expenses, travel, and field study, making it a life-changing
opportunity for emerging and mid-career leaders.
Since its launch, more than 1,800 Rotary Peace Fellows are now working in over 140 countries —
leading change in governments, NGOs, education, and international organizations.
Know someone who would be a great candidate? Encourage them to apply before May 15.

Peace starts with people — and Rotary is helping build the next generation of leaders.
visit: rotary.org/peace-fellowships

Interested individuals can contact: Bob Munroe District 7090 Peace Fellowship Chair P
munroerobert@yahoo.ca

STUDY ABROAD M(__.\?
2026-2027

The 3% FUNDING TYPE: Fully Funded
ROTARY PEACE FELLOWS ARE Rotary X DEADLINE: 15 May 2025
GIVING BACK BY SUPPORTING Foundation OPEN TO: Different Countries
Research
PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT andlcopﬂict
INITIATIVES IN COMMUNITIES R » -

AFFECTED BY CONFLICT ROTARY

PEACE
FELLOWSHIP

Conflict
resolution

* Refugees and displaced persons Communication
* Young people and .
« Conflict-affected areas presentation

= Women and children skills
* Impoverished communities

Project
planning

900/0 Leadership

Alumni who say they have opportunities
to connect and collaborate with

Rotary networks and partners



District 7090 Impact Snapshot (as of March 31)
Foundation Givings for  months $444,220

Annual Fund Polio Givings

$203,992 $71,886

Top Clubs in Givings for Polio

Annual Fund Per Capita Batavia, NY — $9,984.54
. Top performers: Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON — $7,608.22
Niagara Falls, ON —$ 1,433.94 Brantford, ON — $4,413.47
Clarence, NY —297.55 Ambherst South, NY — $3,953.50
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON — 239.21 Dundas Valley Sunrise, ON —
. 9
Hamburg Sunrise, NY — 188.89 $3,119.92

Brantford-Sunrise, ON — 164.46 Top Rotaract Club

University of NF Canada-$355.00

Other Foundation givings

total $101,594

Disaster Response-$2,515
Hurricane Melissa-$5,888
Global Grants-$93, 190

Thank you to all clubs and Rotarians that have given
*2 new Benefactors ($1000 min given to endowment)
*7 Major Donors ($10000 given over time)

*9 Major Gifts (S10000 given in 2025-26)

*486 Every Rotarian Every Year ($25 min given)
*288 Sustaining Members ($100 min given)

*52 Paul Harris Society giving ($1000 min given)
*173 Rotary Direct
*3 Rotary Clubs EREY status obtained
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The Paul Harris Fellow:

Rotary’s Most Meaningful Recognition

Recognizing those who make a difference. The Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) is one
of Rotary’s highest honors, celebrating individuals who demonstrate
extraordinary commitment to service and generosity through support of The
Rotary Foundation.

Flamborough AM
Remy Pravato, Paul Giannotti and Justin Piper Merrett

Hosting a Paul Harris Fellow event this month? Don’t let it go unnoticed, send us your photos and
highlights so we can showcase your club in the next issue.

Foundation Celebration & District 7090 Awards 2026 — Call for Host Club

District 7090 is seeking a club to host our annual Foundation Celebration and District Awards
event in 2026.

This signature event recognizes the incredible impact of our clubs and celebrates the power of The
Rotary Foundation across our district.

The preferred date is Saturday, November 14, 2026, though there is some flexibility.
If your club is interested in hosting, please reach out to DG Aaron Carlson or

Foundation Chair Dave Alexander to express your interest and learn more.

Help us create another memorable evening celebrating Rotary’s impact!

Page 7




In Memory of John Boronkay, Rotary Club of Orchard Park
It is with deep fondness that we remember and honor the life of John Boronkay, a dedicated and long-standing Rotarian, whose
quiet leadership and unwavering commitment to service left a lasting impact on District 7090 and beyond. John exemplified the
very spirit of Rotary. During the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, he worked closely with me to help design and refine the
ClubRunner grants module—an innovation that continues to support clubs in their humanitarian efforts. His thoughtful
approach, technical insight, and collaborative nature were instrumental in shaping a tool that has benefited countless Rotarians
and their communities. A kind, compassionate, and soft-spoken gentleman, John was also a mentor to many. Over the years, he
generously guided fellow Rotarians through the complexities of grant applications, always willing to share his expertise. He had a
remarkable gift for reviewing and strengthening proposals, elevating them through his careful editing and skillful wordsmithing.
John’s passion for The Rotary Foundation was evident in all he did. When the opportunity arose to pursue a global grant aimed
at preventing and combating human trafficking, he was among the first to step forward as a member of the “Fab 5” steering
committee. His research, writing, and editorial contributions were essential to the success of that initiative, helplng transform
vision into meaningful action. Beyond his many contributions to Rotary, John was a
cherished friend. He shared his wisdom generously, and his conversations—often
about his beloved grandchildren and the broader issues facing our world filled with
insight, warmth, and sincerity. His legacy of service, mentorship and quiet dedication
will continue to inspire us. | am grateful for his life, his friendship, and his enduring
commitment to doing good in the world.

Lezlie Murch RC Niagara-on-the-Lake

Fellow Rotarians have this tosayaboutJohn: Fab 5+ 1 Human Trafficking Grant Steering Committee

Paul RC Lockport: “John’s skill and professionalism was evident in grant drafting and in Foundation training events. | knew him as a gentleman and
encourager”’

Tommy: RC Lewiston/NOTL: “Gentile, intelligent, helpful and insightful. John helped change my life for the better.
Despite his many accomplishments, he was never self-aggrandizing or sanctimonious. Always humble and helpful”’

Paul RC Batavia: “John was my mentor as | joined the grants subcommittee in 2013. Always had an answer for any questions and was able to point to
the right resource to get answers. Helped start Batavia down the path of making District Grants a tool to serve our community”’

Sandi: RC St Catharines Lakeshore: “I had the privilege of working with John for many years on the Grants Committee. When we needed to update the
District Grants module, he was one of the first people we knew could make a difference. His practical ideas helped simplify the process and make
grants more accessible for clubs. John was a pleasure to work with and will be deeply missed”

RC Orchard Park:
Elaine: “Ifirst met John when he was AG for our Area. He told me that he only agreed to take the job as long as Orchard Park was included. Prior to that,
we really didn't have an AG but that is another story. When he held his quarterly meetings he sent an open invitation to our club so, as secretary, | went.
Eventually he convinced me to follow in his footsteps as AG. When he called a few years ago and asked if he could join our club. Just as he showed me
how Rotary is so much larger than just our little club, he also helped show members in our club Rotary's bigger picture. John was the embodiment of a
true Rotarian. He was always positive, kind and fair. Doing whatever it took to help others. His daughter has stated "Rotary was his life".

John: “John truly was a gift to our Orchard Park Club. Although he did not have many years with us, what he brought to the table is irreplaceable”

Rob: “It was clear to me that Rotary was a way of life for John, even though | only knew him for a short period of time”

Kathy: “He was one of the finest and kindest! Thank you for all that you did for the rotary!” o
Ted: “A great guy. Always working to make our club better. May he rest in peace”

Don: “He was a true Rotarian and served this organization so very well”

Mark: “John was a great mentor. | always enjoyed our conversations. He taught me so much about Rotary
and was always encouraging. He exemplified what it meant to be a Rotarian, and he will surely be missed”’

On behalf of Rotary District 7090 Foundation
Committee may they rest in peace.
The late Joyce and John Boronkay.

Mark Sparza RC Orchard Park learning about
Rotary with John Boronkay
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What is the Endowment Fund?
The Rotary Foundation (TRF) is the engine that drives all the good that Rotarians do in the world. Rotarians provide
the imagination and the sweat equity required to solve some of the world’s most complex problems. TRF supplies a
proven, structured way—through its programs and grants—to allow Rotarians to be successful in a sustainable way.
While we are all committed to TRF today, I would like you to think about TRF of tomorrow. This is where the
Endowment Fund comes in.

The Rotary Foundation created the Endowment Fund in 1982. It is a restricted fund that gives future Rotarians the
resources they need to design and implement sustainable projects year after year. The objective is to provide a
permanent and sustainable source of funding that will further the work of future Rotarians committed to “Doing
Good in the World.”

When you donate to the Annual Fund (SHARE), it helps people around the world live better lives today. When you
give to the Endowment Fund, you support life-changing programs today and forever.

Donor contributions are invested in perpetuity, and only a portion of the investment earnings is spent on designated
programs. The principal of the initial gift is never spent. The Endowment Fund’s strategy is to preserve and invest
the initial contribution and to grow the value of that gift.

There are two ways of supporting the Endowment Fund: either as an outright gift or a bequest, which is a promise of
a future gift to the Endowment Fund.

Legacy is an important component for Rotarians, and the Endowment Fund is designed to preserve your legacy. Two
good examples of that are our 7090 Heritage Endowment Fund. The 7090 Heritage Endowment Fund (E20602) was
established in 2022 to pay tribute to Rotarians who have made a meaningful impact in our clubs or district. Another
example is for Rotarians to create their own Named Endowed Fund.

The Endowment Fund provides a predictable, ongoing stream of income for Rotary’s highest priorities, acting as a
“financial engine” for the organization.

Specific uses include:

Funding Global Grants: Supporting sustainable, large-scale projects, such as those focusing on disease
prevention, clean water, and education

Rotary Peace Centers: Endowing master’s degree fellowships and professional development certificates
Named Funds: Donors ($25,000+) can create a named fund directed toward specific areas of focus, the Annual
Fund, or the World Fund

District Support: A portion of earnings is sent back to local districts for projects

Key Aspects of the Fund

Perpetuity: Contributions are invested forever, ensuring a legacy of giving that lasts beyond a donor’s lifetime
Investment Strategy: Focused on equity investments to generate higher long-term returns

Giving Options: Donations can be made through outright gifts or planned, deferred gifts, such as estate bequests

Your generous contributions to The Rotary Foundation’s Endowment Fund are essential to securing and growing
Rotary programs throughout the world. Rotary recognizes donors to express gratitude for your commitment,
offering individual recognition as well as naming opportunities that enable you to honor a friend or family member
with a named or endowed gift.

Always remember that Rotary’s tomorrow depends on what you do today.
Wolfgang Lindemann
Rotary Club of Norfolk Sunrise Page 9
District Endowment/Major Gift Subcommittee Chair
wolflindemann1@gmail.com



April Is Environment Month & April 22 is Earth Day

‘Within District 7090, most clubs are participating in the Great Lakes Watershed Cleanup.

Thousands of Rotarians & Non-Rotarians alike, on both sides of the Canadian and U.S. border will roll up their
sleeves to collect refuse along the shoreline, and innumerable waterway tributaries to the Great Lakes basin......

The Earth is significant as a call for action for inhabitants of the world. However, environmental action need notbe
limited to Earth Day or the Environment Month. These actions need to become a habit. Rotarians in District 7090
are active in a whole range environmental actions.

Some examples include:
Nature walks, couple with clean-ups of trails and lakeshores
Scrap metal and e-waste fundraiser
Food waste reduction projects
Plant-based diet challenges
Rain barrels to promote awareness about water
Tree planting
Pollinator gardens
Calculating carbon footprint savings through various actions
Partnering with schools and community groups
Plastic free month challenge
Environmental minute at weekly meetings
‘Working with municipalities to remove invasive species
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A Inspiring Stories & Live Performances
for a Better World

3

tis by Botairy Loases I8 & 32

Wednesday, Time,
May 20, 2026 7:00pmET

Join us for a high-energy hour of inspiring
stories, music, and a message of peace,
showcasing the work of Rotary.

For more than a century, Rotary and its members have been promoting peace and working to address the
underlying causes of conflict in our communities and around the globe — a challenge that’s more important
now than ever before.

On May 20, you can learn more in a special on-line presentation “Unite for Peace”— a high-energy hour of
stories, music and more, showcasing the peacebuilding work of Rotary through our commitment to create
lasting change that enhances international relationships, improves lives and communities, and creates a more
peaceful world.

Register at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/BZANYBDMRIG7fEMIy4zkfQ# /registration
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Recent changes in global health funding and ongoing challenges in some of the world’s most
vulnerable regions are creating new pressures on the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI).
These developments serve as an important reminder: the final mile is often the hardest.

The following is an excerpt from a statement by Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland published in
March 2026. The statement speaks with urgency and clarity to what is at stake — and why now more
than ever, the role of Rotarians is essential.

“We are at a critical stage in the campaign to eradicate polio, infection numbers in Pakistan and
Afghanistan are very low, but this is a result of great efforts on the ground in these last two endemic
countries. Pakistan has 400,000 people working in vaccination teams, in Afghanistan teams are
working street by street in cities, towns and villages to ensure that every child is reached.

Vaccination teams operate in very dangerous regions along the border between the two countries
where they are constantly at risk of attacks and violence. Conflict between the two countries has put
them at further risk but still the effort to vaccinate goes on, a recent drive in Pakistan inoculated 45
million children.

These challenges extend beyond the two endemic countries of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Today,
outbreaks of variant polio persist in the world’s most fragile settings. Humanitarian crises, conflicts,
and disasters complicate efforts to vaccinate every child against polio, while logistical challenges and
resource constraints make it hard to respond quickly to every outbreak.

Failure to eliminate the polio virus in Pakistan and Afghanistan would open the door to new
outbreaks in countries where the virus was eliminated. \We cannot afford to be complacent.

Rotary International pioneered the campaign to eradicate polio. Our members have given huge
amounts of financial, volunteering and advocacy support to this endeavour, and we remain fully
committed to the task of eradicating polio as our organization’s number one humanitarian goal.

Alongside our partners and in collaboration with national governments, we have helped immunize
more than 3 billion children against polio in 122 countries, prevented over 20 million cases of paralysis
and reduced the number of polio cases by 99.9%.

We intend to fulfil the promise made 40 years ago, to safeguard the health of children by eradicating
polio.

We need every Rotarian and supporter to do everything possible to back our campaign. We need to
redouble our efforts to ensure that we succeed, that we achieve our goal, that this, our most
important humanitarian cause is realized, we must End Polio Now."”
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@ District 7090

N PolioPlus Society Membership Form

As a Rotarian and supporter of Polio Eradication, Rotary's #1 priority, | wish to participate in this
humanitarian endeavor as a member of the PolloPlus Society.

Therefore, | hereby commit to making an annual donation to the PolioPlus program of The
Rotary Foundation as follows: (select one)
l:l $100 per year (minimum amount to become a society member)

D A contribution of § per year to PolioPlus (more than $100)

Soclety members will receive a PolioPlus Soclety membership pin and Paul Harris credit.
Make your donation online at www.rotary.org/donate and select the Polio Fund or through
your Rotary Club. If you make it enline, you can set it up as a recurring donation.

Email form to District PolioPlus Society Coordinator Elaine Richard
emmrichard55@gmail.com.

Name:

POLIOPLUS SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP

Signature:
Date:

Club Name:

PolioPlus Society membership materials will be mailed to
UNTIL THE LAST CHILD IS IMMUNIZED your club president for presentation at a club meeting. We
LUR (e LI VR T2 Pl A ant you to be properly recognized for your commitment to

EVERY CHILD IS AT RISK. polio eradication.

Rotary : I

SS, and continued support of the Po
ss made over the last four decades is not I

~ generations will live in a polio-free world.
: TOGETHER, WE WILL FINISH THE JOB 3

District 7090 proudly launches its
PolioPlus Society, uniting members to
fund polio eradication until Afghanistan
and Pakistan are certified polio-free.

What It Means to Join

Members of the PolioPlus Society pledge
to:

Donate $100 USD or more annually to
the PolioPlus Fund and Continue giving
until polio is eradicated

Your Impact & Recognition

All donations earn: Foundation
Recognition Points and matched 2:1 by
the Gates Foundation

Members also receive: a Gold & Red
Lapel Pin and PolioPlus Society
Certificate

How to Join

Complete a PPS membership (pledge)
form and send it with donation
confirmation to:

District 7090 PolioPlus Society
Coordinator Elaine Richard at
emmrichard55@gmail.com

0IN TODA


https://rotary7090.org/documents/en-ca/340dab4f-2964-4523-9931-4386ce286090/1/

Know a student who would benefit?

Encourage your club to promote Rotary scholarships in your local high schools.

c Rotary District 7090 = i
Foundation Scholarships )
/) Deadline 3

3-SCHOLARSHIPS } =
AVAILABLE

Apply thru your local Rotary Club

This year there are three scholarships to give deserving high school
graduating students.

Three - $1200.00 USD awards

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Applicant must be within the boundaries of District 7090 at application and in
final year \
of high school education with a commitment for full time, post-secondary (college, %
university, community college) education. - ol
2. A resume of community service and/or volunteer activities completed, plus a i
100-word
paragraph about the impact these experiences have had on you.
3. An essay of 750 words describing: why you chose your career/education path,
and what
community service/volunteer activities you plan to participate in.
4. Optional: letter of reference from any community member (not a family member)

please see your local Rotary Club for full details

Applications Now Open

SUBMIT YOUR Carol DeNysschen
REGISTRATION TO YOUR Rotary District 7090

LOCAL ROTARY CLUB District Scholarships Chair
Email: scholarships@d7090.org
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K.EY.EVENTS R LOOKING AHEAD
e District Grant Applications Open
 April 17-District High School e May 20 Unite for Peace-Zone 28-zoom
Scholarship application due * May 21-Foundation Office Hours
 April 23-District Foundation e July 18-Polio Day at Tiger Cats Game
Committee Meeting-All Welcome e September 26, 2026-Participate for Polio
e April 19 Paul Harris Birthday * November 14, 2026-Foundation
e April 2026: Environment Month Celebration
e World Immunization Week April 24-
30 Districts
* May 15 Peace Fellow applications
close

g

%)TARY
ACE
FELLOWSHIP

Deadline May 15th

o A

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

* Goals set for Foundation not too late!!

* June 10- deadline for global scholarship applications to RI for
September 2026 starting or 3 months prior to courses

e qualify for Global Grants-year round

¢ June 30 Contributions to Foundation for year 2025-26 must be
postmarked by June 30, and arrive by July 5

¢ Global Grants applications year round

www.rotary7090.org

Page 15
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https://www.rotary7090.org/page/peace-scholars
https://rotary7090.org/event/polio-night--hamilton-tiger-cats/

2025-26 District 7090 Rotary Foundation Committee

Note: Many Committee members make great speakers at your club

District Foundation
DRFC-IPDG Dave Alexander 2025-2026
DRFC Aaron Carlson 2026-2029
Past Rotary Foundation Chair - PDG Lisa Bishop
Fundraising Chair -IPDG David Alexander
Annual Fund - John Weismantel
Committee: Annie Holtby
Paul Harris Society - Paul Lehman
Endowment Fund - Wolfgang Lindemann
Polio Plus Chairs - Elaine Richard/Frank Adamson

Coordinator PolioPlus Society - Elaine Richard
Stewardship Chair - Paul Saskowksi

committee: Michel Harrington
Lezlie Murch, Sandi Chard

Grants Chair - Sue Foster

Subcommittee:
Club Grants Chair-Sue Foster
Global Grants Chair- Lezlie Murch District 7090
International Service Committee: Brad Wood
Global Vocational Training Team - Dan Smith District
Scholarships - Carol DeNysschen
Ontario Cluster Fund - Dave Berry
New York Cluster Fund-TBA
District Governor: Aaron Carlson
District Governor Elect: Joanne Serkeyn
Governor-Nominee: Paul Gibel

District Grants Review Committee:
Margaret Andrewes, RC Lincoln
Don Lawrence, RC Amherst
Jim Ellison, RC LeRoy
Cameron Johnston, RC Brantford Sunrise
Lezlie Murch, RC St. Catharines
Ken Schander, RC Niagara on the Lake
John Teibert, RC St. Catharines South
Glen Christenson -RC Brantford Sunrise

District Scholar Peace Subcommittee Chair Bob Munroe

Bold is Voting Members of Foundation

C .
Omlﬁl&ﬁtgg Sandi Chard sandichard@gmail.com
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	The Rotary Foundation is the engine that transforms and supports projects that change lives in our local communities and around the world.

	Best Financial Practices
	WHAT IS THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CADRE OF TECHNICAL ADVISERS?

	DISTRICT GRANTS
	Grants Chair - Sue Foster Sub-committee - Club Grants Chair suefoz@gmail.com
	District Grants are used for flexibility in  funding  local & international   short-term  projects.
	District Grants are beneficial for clubs  because they energize members and encourage community collaboration!
	ITS THAT TIME OF YEAR TO  COMPLETE YOUR INDIVIDUAL PROJECT REPORT
	THE GRANTS MODULE IS OPEN FOR GRANT REQUESTS FOR 2026/27



	🌍 Rotary Peace Fellowship – Applications Close May 15
	There is still time to apply for one of Rotary’s most prestigious opportunities — the Rotary Peace Fellowship, with applications open until May 15. Each year, The Rotary Foundation awards up to 170 fully funded fellowships for leaders committed to peace and development. Fellows study at leading universities around the world, gaining the skills needed to prevent conflict, build sustainable change, and strengthen communities.
	Two program options are available: 🎓 Master’s Degree Programs (15–24 months) 🌐 Professional Development Certificate (1 year, for experienced professionals) The fellowship covers tuition, living expenses, travel, and field study, making it a life-changing opportunity for emerging and mid-career leaders.  Since its launch, more than 1,800 Rotary Peace Fellows are now working in over 140 countries — leading change in governments, NGOs, education, and international organizations.  👉 Know someone who would be a great candidate? Encourage them to apply before May 15.
	Peace starts with people — and Rotary is helping build the next generation of leaders.
	visit: rotary.org/peace-fellowships  Interested individuals can contact: Bob Munroe District 7090 Peace Fellowship Chair P 📧 munroerobert@yahoo.ca
	District 7090 Impact Snapshot (as of March 31)
	Foundation Givings for 9 months $444,220

	Annual Fund $203,992
	Polio Givings $71,886
	Annual Fund Per Capita  Top performers: Niagara Falls, ON —$ 1,433.94 Clarence, NY — 297.55 Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON — 239.21 Hamburg Sunrise, NY — 188.89 Brantford-Sunrise, ON — 164.46
	Batavia, NY — $9,984.54 Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON — $7,608.22 Brantford, ON — $4,413.47 Amherst South, NY — $3,953.50 Dundas Valley Sunrise, ON — $3,119.92 Top Rotaract Club University of NF Canada-$355.00
	Endowment Fund

	$66,747
	Other Foundation givings total $101,594
	Disaster Response-$2,515 Hurricane Melissa-$5,888 Global Grants-$93, 190
	Thank you to all clubs and Rotarians that have given   *2 new Benefactors ($1000 min given to endowment) *7 Major Donors ($10000 given over time) *9 Major Gifts ($10000 given in 2025-26) *486 Every Rotarian Every Year ($25 min given) *288 Sustaining Members ($100 min given) *52 Paul Harris Society giving ($1000 min given) *173 Rotary Direct *3 Rotary Clubs EREY status obtained


	The Paul Harris Fellow:  Rotary’s Most Meaningful Recognition
	Recognizing those who make a difference. The Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) is one of Rotary’s highest honors, celebrating individuals who demonstrate extraordinary commitment to service and generosity through support of The Rotary Foundation.
	Hosting a Paul Harris Fellow event this month? Don’t let it go unnoticed, send us your photos and  highlights so we can showcase your club in the next issue.

	Foundation Celebration & District 7090 Awards 2026 – Call for Host Club
	District 7090 is seeking a club to host our annual Foundation Celebration and District Awards event in 2026.
	This signature event recognizes the incredible impact of our clubs and celebrates the power of  The Rotary Foundation across our district.
	📅 The preferred date is Saturday, November 14, 2026, though there is some flexibility. 👉 If your club is interested in hosting, please reach out to DG Aaron Carlson or  Foundation Chair Dave Alexander to express your interest and learn more.
	Help us create another memorable evening celebrating Rotary’s impact!
	In Memory of  John Boronkay, Rotary Club of Orchard Park It is with deep fondness that we remember and honor the life of John Boronkay, a dedicated and long-standing Rotarian, whose quiet leadership and unwavering commitment to service left a lasting impact on District 7090 and beyond. John exemplified the very spirit of Rotary. During the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, he worked closely with me to help design and refine the ClubRunner grants module—an innovation that continues to support clubs in their humanitarian efforts. His thoughtful approach, technical insight, and collaborative nature were instrumental in shaping a tool that has benefited countless Rotarians and their communities. A kind, compassionate, and soft-spoken gentleman, John was also a mentor to many. Over the years, he generously guided fellow Rotarians through the complexities of grant applications, always willing to share his expertise. He had a remarkable gift for reviewing and strengthening proposals, elevating them through his careful editing and skillful wordsmithing. John’s passion for The Rotary Foundation was evident in all he did. When the opportunity arose to pursue a global grant aimed at preventing and combating human trafficking, he was among the first to step forward as a member of the “Fab 5” steering committee. His research, writing, and editorial contributions were essential to the success of that initiative, helping transform vision into meaningful action. Beyond his many contributions to Rotary, John was a  cherished friend. He shared his wisdom generously, and his conversations—often  about his beloved grandchildren and the broader issues facing our world filled with  insight, warmth, and sincerity. His legacy of service, mentorship and quiet dedication  will continue to inspire us. I am grateful for his life, his friendship, and his enduring  commitment to doing good in the world.
	Lezlie Murch RC Niagara-on-the-Lake

	Fellow Rotarians have this to say about John:
	Paul RC Lockport: “John’s skill and professionalism was evident in grant drafting and in Foundation training events. I knew him as a gentleman and encourager.”
	Tommy: RC Lewiston/NOTL: “Gentile, intelligent, helpful and insightful. John helped change my life for the better. Despite his many accomplishments, he was never self-aggrandizing or sanctimonious. Always humble and helpful.”
	Paul RC Batavia: “John was my mentor as I joined the grants subcommittee in 2013. Always had an answer for any questions and was able to point to the right resource to get answers. Helped start Batavia down the path of making District Grants a tool to serve our community.”
	Sandi: RC St Catharines Lakeshore: “I had the privilege of working with John for many years on the Grants Committee. When we needed to update the District Grants module, he was one of the first people we knew could make a difference. His practical ideas helped simplify the process and make grants more accessible for clubs. John was a pleasure to work with and will be deeply missed.”
	RC Orchard Park:  Elaine: “I first met John when he was AG for our Area. He told me that he only agreed to take the job as long as Orchard Park was included. Prior to that, we really didn't have an AG but that is another story. When he held his quarterly meetings he sent an open invitation to our club so, as secretary, I went. Eventually he convinced me to follow in his footsteps as AG. When he called a few years ago and asked if he could join our club. Just as he showed me how Rotary is so much larger than just our little club, he also helped show members in our club Rotary's bigger picture. John was the embodiment of a true Rotarian. He was always positive, kind and fair. Doing whatever it took to help others. His daughter has stated "Rotary was his life". John: “John truly was a gift to our Orchard Park Club. Although he did not have many years with us, what he brought to the table is irreplaceable.” Rob: “It was clear to me that Rotary was a way of life for John, even though I only knew him for a short period of time.” Kathy: “He was one of the finest and kindest! Thank you for all that you did for the rotary!”  Ted: “A great guy. Always working to make our club better. May he rest in peace.”  Don: “He was a true Rotarian and served this organization so very well.”  Mark: “John was a great mentor. I always enjoyed our conversations. He taught me so much about Rotary   and was always encouraging. He exemplified what it meant to be a Rotarian, and he will surely be missed.”

	On behalf of Rotary District 7090 Foundation Committee may they rest in peace.  The late Joyce and John Boronkay.
	Mark Sparza RC Orchard Park learning about  Rotary with John Boronkay


	💙 What is the Endowment Fund? The Rotary Foundation (TRF) is the engine that drives all the good that Rotarians do in the world. Rotarians provide the imagination and the sweat equity required to solve some of the world’s most complex problems. TRF supplies a proven, structured way—through its programs and grants—to allow Rotarians to be successful in a sustainable way. While we are all committed to TRF today, I would like you to think about TRF of tomorrow. This is where the Endowment Fund comes in.
	The Rotary Foundation created the Endowment Fund in 1982. It is a restricted fund that gives future Rotarians the resources they need to design and implement sustainable projects year after year. The objective is to provide a permanent and sustainable source of funding that will further the work of future Rotarians committed to “Doing Good in the World.”
	When you donate to the Annual Fund (SHARE), it helps people around the world live better lives today. When you give to the Endowment Fund, you support life-changing programs today and forever.
	Donor contributions are invested in perpetuity, and only a portion of the investment earnings is spent on designated programs. The principal of the initial gift is never spent. The Endowment Fund’s strategy is to preserve and invest the initial contribution and to grow the value of that gift.
	There are two ways of supporting the Endowment Fund: either as an outright gift or a bequest, which is a promise of a future gift to the Endowment Fund. Legacy is an important component for Rotarians, and the Endowment Fund is designed to preserve your legacy. Two good examples of that are our 7090 Heritage Endowment Fund. The 7090 Heritage Endowment Fund (E20602) was established in 2022 to pay tribute to Rotarians who have made a meaningful impact in our clubs or district. Another example is for Rotarians to create their own Named Endowed Fund.
	The Endowment Fund provides a predictable, ongoing stream of income for Rotary’s highest priorities, acting as a “financial engine” for the organization. Specific uses include: Funding Global Grants: Supporting sustainable, large-scale projects, such as those focusing on disease prevention, clean water, and education Rotary Peace Centers: Endowing master’s degree fellowships and professional development certificates Named Funds: Donors ($25,000+) can create a named fund directed toward specific areas of focus, the Annual Fund, or the World Fund District Support: A portion of earnings is sent back to local districts for projects
	Key Aspects of the Fund Perpetuity: Contributions are invested forever, ensuring a legacy of giving that lasts beyond a donor’s lifetime Investment Strategy: Focused on equity investments to generate higher long-term returns Giving Options: Donations can be made through outright gifts or planned, deferred gifts, such as estate bequests
	Your generous contributions to The Rotary Foundation’s Endowment Fund are essential to securing and growing Rotary programs throughout the world. Rotary recognizes donors to express gratitude for your commitment, offering individual recognition as well as naming opportunities that enable you to honor a friend or family member with a named or endowed gift.
	Always remember that Rotary’s tomorrow depends on what you do today. Wolfgang Lindemann  Rotary Club of Norfolk Sunrise  District Endowment/Major Gift Subcommittee Chair  wolflindemann1@gmail.com
	April Is Environment Month & April 22 is Earth Day
	Why Polio Eradication Matters  Now More Than Ever
	Through advocacy, awareness, and continued support of the PolioPlus Fund, we can help ensure that the progress made over the last four decades is not lost—and that future generations will live in a polio-free world.  TOGETHER, WE WILL FINISH THE JOB
	Know a student who would benefit? Encourage your club to promote Rotary scholarships in your local high schools.
	2025-26 District 7090 Rotary Foundation Committee
	Note: Many Committee members make great speakers at your club
	Grants Chair - Sue Foster
	District Governor: Aaron Carlson   District Governor Elect:  Joanne Serkeyn  Governor-Nominee: Paul Gibel
	Bold is Voting Members of Foundation Committee

