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Foundation Giving in Motion
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2025 Tax Receipts Now Online
 Download anytime through your My Rotary account.
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Are you looking for a District to partner with on a  global grant? 
Are you looking for financial support for an approved or upcoming  grant? 

Has a service project caught your eye, and you would like to reach out to the club to learn more about it?
 You can do all of that by visiting spc.rotary.org.
Find Projects like this one from District 7090 

The Service Project Center is Rotary’s digital hub for sharing service stories, 
finding partners, and expanding impact.

Macatabo Early Childhood Development Centre –story from front page
 A Global Rotary Partnership in Action
The Macatabo Early Childhood Development Centre is a small preschool located outside Davao on
the island of Mindanao in the Philippines. Built in 1998 on land donated by a local family, the
school serves children ages 2–5 from the Manogo and Bagobo indigenous communities. Many
families rely on farm work and have limited financial resources. Originally designed for just 10
children, the one-room school has enrolled as many as 63 students at a time and has educated more
than 1,300 children since opening — preparing them for public school while allowing caregivers to
pursue employment.
In mid-2024, Rotary Club of Welland member Peter Inman visited the area while attending a
family celebration. During his visit, he was introduced to the school and quickly recognized the
serious state of disrepair, overcrowding, and sanitation challenges facing the students and teacher.
Peter and local leader Lorenzo Yumang connected with the Davao 2000 Rotary Club to explore
how Rotary could help.
After completing a detailed needs assessment using Rotary International’s Global Grant framework, a
sustainable improvement plan was developed. Brad Wood of the Rotary Club of Welland organized
the project proposal and sought partners. The Rotary Club of Jamestown, NY joined the effort,
and Rotarian David Troxell visited the site in January 2025 to help refine the scope. The final joint
project was valued at US$10,000, with each club contributing $5,000, and was scheduled during the
school break to minimize disruption.
The renovation was comprehensive. The building received new flooring, windows, doors, and a
refurbished roof. The single toilet was replaced with three flush toilets, and upgraded water and
sanitation systems were installed. The wood-fired kitchen was replaced with a safer, modern cooking
facility equipped with a refrigerator and gas cooktop. The electrical system was upgraded, storage and
desks were added, and the entire facility was repainted using durable, easy-to-maintain materials.
Students also received new uniforms, backpacks, and teaching supplies.
Since reopening, enrollment has increased, parents have become actively involved in maintaining the
school, a new qualified teacher has been hired by the government, and children now receive healthy
daily lunches. What began as concern during a family visit became a powerful example of Rotary
partnership in action.
This collaboration between Canadian, U.S., and Philippine Rotary Clubs demonstrates how working
together — across borders and cultures — creates sustainable, lasting change and restores pride and
opportunity in communities that need it most.
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update on Grants in District 7090 July 1 2025 to January
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The Rotary Foundation is the engine that
transforms and supports projects that change
lives in our local communities and around the

world.

How Global Grants Create Sustainable Change
The Rotary Foundation is more than a funding source — it is the framework that allows Rotary clubs to design projects
that are measurable, sustainable, and built to last.
Global grants are structured around Rotary’s Areas of Focus and require strong planning, local partnerships, and long-
term impact. They are not one-time donations. They are investments in lasting change.

What Makes a Global Grant Different?
✔ International partnership between sponsor and host clubs
 ✔ A clear needs assessment
 ✔ Measurable outcomes
 ✔ Sustainability beyond Rotary’s involvement
 ✔ Alignment with Rotary’s Areas of Focus
This structure ensures projects continue serving communities long after the grant funds are spent.

How District 7090 Clubs Use Global Grants
Clubs in District 7090 partner with Rotary clubs around the world to:
• Improve water and sanitation systems
 • Support health and medical initiatives
 • Strengthen education and vocational training
 • Advance economic development
 • Promote peacebuilding efforts
Through District Designated Funds (DDF) and matching support from the World Fund, local generosity is multiplied
into global impact.

District Grants vs. Global Grants
Both tools are powerful:
District Grants
 Support smaller, short-term projects locally or internationally. Flexible and club-driven.
Global Grants
 Fund larger international projects with sustainable and measurable results.

Together, they give every club in District 7090 the ability to make an impact , whether across the street or across the
world.



D I S T R I C T  G R A N T S

 Grants Chair - Sue Foster
Sub-committee - Club Grants Chair

suefoz@gmail.com

District Grants are used for flexibility in
 funding  local & international  short-term

 projects. 

District Grants are beneficial for clubs  because they energize members and encourage
community collaboration! 

INDIVIDUAL PROJECT REPORTS
If you club has an outstanding District Grant from 2025/26, and you are looking
for it to be funded with District Designated funds please go to the grants
centre as soon as possible  and complete  THE INDIVIDUAL PROJECT
REPORT.
After this has been completed and reviewed by the District Grants team  and
approved your club will be approved for funding. At this time a cheque for the
grant amount will be authorized and sent to your club. Please supply any
documentation in the documents section such as bank statements, cancelled
cheques , news stories & posts etc. for review.

Now Accepting Grant Requests for 2026/27
Ensure your club has qualified to apply for a District Grant
You must have your Foundation goals entered and a District Grant MOU
signed and sent to suefoz@gmail.com
once received I will record your club as qualified and you will then be able
to access the grants module
access the grants module and submit a grants request
the grant request will be opened  and reviewed and if approved , assigned a
District Grant  number
you are then asked to complete the application
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Supporting local students as they take their next step 
toward education and service

https://rotary7090.org/documents/en-ca/f14f436b-2f73-43b1-bc5c-7fff3e1384c9/1/
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Why Giving to the Annual Fund Matters
When Rotarians give to the Annual Fund, we are doing far more than making a donation ,  we are
investing in Rotary’s ability to change lives, locally and globally, year after year.
The Annual Fund is the engine that powers much of the work of The Rotary Foundation. Contributions to
this fund support sustainable projects in Rotary’s areas of focus, including peacebuilding, disease
prevention, clean water and sanitation, maternal and child health, education, economic development, and
the environment. Every dollar given helps transform generosity into measurable impact.

Your Gift Comes Back to Our District
One of the most important reasons Rotarians are encouraged to give to the Annual Fund is SHARE.
After three years, contributions return to our district as District Designated Funds (DDF). These funds
allow Rotarians right here in District 7090 to:

Support district grants for local community projects
Leverage DDF to help fund global grants around the world
Respond to humanitarian needs identified by our clubs and Rotarians
Rotary District 7090 Scholarships for High School Students and more

In simple terms: giving to the Annual Fund today helps fund the projects our clubs will
carry out tomorrow.

Strengthening Rotary’s Global Reach
Annual Fund contributions also strengthen Rotary’s ability to partner with clubs worldwide. DDF can be
matched by the World Fund, often multiplying the impact of a single contribution. This is how Rotary
turns local generosity into global change  and why consistent giving is essential to long-term success.

A Commitment to Stewardship and Trust
The Rotary Foundation is recognized as one of the most efficient and transparent charitable foundations
in the world. Strong stewardship, oversight, and reporting ensure that contributions are used responsibly
and for their intended purpose. When you give to the Annual Fund, you can be confident that your
investment is making a real difference.

Participation Matters
While every dollar makes an impact, participation is just as important. Broad participation reflects our
shared commitment to Rotary’s mission and strengthens our clubs and district. Whether you give monthly
through Rotary Direct, make an annual gift, or work toward Every Rotarian, Every Year, your
participation matters. To date all but 10 clubs have given to the Annual Fund

Giving Is Part of Being a Rotarian
Supporting the Annual Fund is one of the most powerful ways Rotarians live out our values. It ensures
that Rotary remains strong, relevant, and capable of creating lasting change — not just today, but for
generations to come.
Together, our gifts fuel Rotary’s ability to do good in the world.
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Missed the Paul Harris Society Session?-Key Takeaways from Edina’s Presentation
If you were unable to attend the recent Paul Harris Society (PHS) session with Edina Mehovic, you
missed an inspiring and informative look at how sustained giving through Rotary creates real, lasting
impact  and why the Paul Harris Society plays such a vital role in that story.

What Is the Paul Harris Society?
The Paul Harris Society recognizes Rotarians and friends of Rotary who choose to give US $1,000 or
more each year to The Rotary Foundation:  to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or approved grants.
As Edina emphasized, PHS is not about a one-time gift. It is about commitment a personal decision to
support Rotary’s mission consistently and intentionally.
Why Sustained Giving Matters
Edina highlighted that predictable, ongoing contributions allow Rotary to:
      

Consistent giving fuels Rotary’s ability to make strategic, sustainable change rather than short-term
fixes.
The Annual Fund Connection
A major focus of the presentation was how PHS giving to the Annual Fund strengthens districts and
clubs. After three years, Annual Fund contributions return to our district as District Designated Funds
(DDF).
In short, giving today helps fund the projects we will be proud of tomorrow.
Stewardship You Can Trust
Edina also spoke to Rotary Foundation stewardship a topic many donors care deeply about. The Rotary
Foundation is consistently ranked among the world’s most trusted charities, with strong financial
oversight, transparency, and reporting.
Rotarians can be confident that their contributions are used responsibly and as intended.
A Personal Rotary Journey
Perhaps the most powerful message was this:
 Many Rotarians already give at or near the PHS level they simply haven’t taken the step to formally join.
Becoming a Paul Harris Society member is a way to align your giving with your values and be part of a
global community of committed supporters.
Interested in Learning More?
If Edina’s message resonated with you and you would like more information about the Paul Harris
Society or want to confirm your membership status please reach out to:
Your Club Foundation Chair
Your District Paul Harris Society Representative-Paul Lehman
Or a member of the District Rotary Foundation Committee

Joining the Paul Harris Society is not about recognition  it is about impact, sustainability, and
ensuring Rotary continues to do good in the world, year after year. 

Together, our commitment makes lasting change possible.

Plan Stronger, long-term projects
Respond quickly to humanitarian and disaster needs
Multiply impact through matching funds and global
partnership



  From an Endowment Point of View 
Wolfgang will speak at your club on endowment and The Rotary Foundation
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Best of Friends Heritage Endowment Fund — A Legacy That Keeps on Giving
In 2022, District 7090 established the Best of Friends Heritage Endowment Fund,  a named
endowment held with The Rotary Foundation designed to honor past, present, and future Rotary leadership
while creating a lasting source of grant funding for our district. Market Value today  $164,597.51

Endowments are powerful tools. Instead of spending gifts outright, the principal is preserved and only a
portion of the earnings are used each year. Over time, the fund grows, generating sustainable income that
supports both district and global grants year after year. Through this growth model, one gift truly continues
to give forever.

Why It Matters for District 7090
A gift to the Best of Friends Heritage Endowment Fund strengthens our ability to do good in the world by
increasing the pool of District Designated Funds (DDF) available for district and global grant projects
— amplifying local and international impact. By contributing, Rotarians and friends of Rotary leave a long-
term legacy that supports service long after the original gift is made.

Honoring Friends and Leaders
Donations can be made:

In memory of cherished Rotarians
In honor of active leaders
Or simply to support the future of service in District 7090

Founding members of the Heritage Society were individuals and clubs that contributed $1,000 or more  are
permanently recognized on the District website. Contributions of any size also count toward your all-time
giving history and may be credited toward Rotary Foundation Major Donor or Arch Klumph Society
recognition.
How to Give
The Fund accepts gifts in multiple forms:

Online at rotary.org (select named fund and enter Gift ID E20602)
By phone or mail (instructions and forms are available on the District site)

There is no minimum contribution amount ,every gift adds to the legacy. You can also designate a planned
gift through your will, life insurance, or retirement accounts, ensuring your support will continue to
empower future generations of Rotarians.
Thank you to all that give
Whether you choose to give in honor of a fellow Rotarian, in memory of someone special, or simply as an
investment in the future of service, your contribution to the Best of Friends Heritage Endowment Fund is an
investment in lasting impact. Together, we can ensure that District 7090’s spirit of service thrives now and
forever

https://www.rotary7090.org/page/endowment-fund-7090


Many people think of PolioPlus as a medical or logistical effort, but in 2026 the final barriers to
eradication are overwhelmingly geopolitical. Peace is not simply a “nice-to-have”; it is a
prerequisite for reaching every last child. As we enter the final stretch of our journey to a
polio‑free world, it is clearer than ever that global health depends on global peace.

Conflict remains one of the greatest threats to polio eradication. War displaces families, destroys
sanitation systems, and creates areas where vaccinators cannot safely operate. Today’s obstacles
are not only medical and financial — they are rooted in instability and insecurity.

What is less widely known is that Rotary’s PolioPlus program has long served as a quiet engine of
diplomacy. “Rotary International’s Days of Tranquility (also known as humanitarian pauses or
ceasefires) are a critical strategy in the PolioPlus program, allowing vaccinators to access children
in regions affected by conflict, war, or extreme insecurity. These initiatives, often in partnership
with WHO and UNICEF, involve negotiating brief, localized ceasefires with warring factions to
ensure the safe delivery of polio vaccines.

These negotiated pauses — along with World Immunization Days — have been essential for
reaching areas once considered inaccessible, including parts of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Sudan, Sri Lanka, and conflict zones in the Middle East. In September and November 2024,
temporary humanitarian pauses enabled two rounds of emergency polio vaccination in Gaza
following detection of the virus, reaching more than 550,000 children. Rotary members and
partners often serve as neutral, trusted intermediaries, using the simple but powerful message:
Our war is not with the children. Days of Tranquility have also been used to deliver other lifesaving
interventions such as Vitamin A, deworming tablets, and measles vaccines.”

This February, as we reflect on The Rotary Foundation’s work, let’s remember that every
contribution to PolioPlus is also an investment in a more peaceful and stable world. And thanks to
the Gates Foundation’s 2‑to‑1 match, your $100 gift becomes $300 for peace and health.

Page 10

FEBRUARY is PEACEBUILDING and CONFLICT
PREVENTION MONTH

How Polio Eradication Is Peacebuilding

If you would like to learn more about what District 7090 is doing
to End Polio Now, please contact our End Polio Co‑Chairs: 

Frank Adamson – fadamson@vaxxine.com

Elaine Richard – emmrichard55@gmail.com 
Elaine also serves as the PolioPlus Society Coordinator for our
district.
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WHO WILL BE ROTARY’S NEXT PEACE FELLOW?
Applications Are Now Open

Rotary Peace Fellows are shaping policy, leading NGOs, and resolving conflict worldwide
Peace does not begin far away.

It begins with people—often already working quietly in our own communities—who are resolving conflict, building
trust, and creating lasting change.  Right now, Rotary is looking for those people.  They may already be doing   the
work, even if they don’t yet see themselves as global peace leaders.

• Community builders addressing division and inequity
• Educators and practitioners in conflict resolution

• Emerging leaders driven by justice, service, and impact
The Rotary Peace Fellowship is now open for applications.   Rotarians play a key role in identifying and encouraging

strong candidates.
A WORLD-CLASS EDUCATION. FULLY FUNDED.

Each year, Rotary awards fully funded Peace Fellowships through two distinct programs.
2 programs to choose from Master’s Degree Peace Fellowships Valued at $87,000+ USD

                                      Professional Development Certificate Programs Valued at $25,000+ USD
WHO SHOULD APPLY?

Ideal candidates typically demonstrate:
• Strong academic achievement

• Practical experience in peace, development, human rights, or related fields
• A clear commitment to community impact

• A minimum three-year gap between their most recent degree and the start of the fellowship
This is not a student award. It is an investment in experienced change-makers.

THE ROTARIAN ROLE: TALENT SCOUTS FOR PEACE
Rotarians are uniquely positioned to spot leadership potential.

Please consider sharing this opportunity with:
• Nonprofit and community leaders
• Educators and program directors

• Faith-based and grassroots leaders
• Local and international contacts within your networks

One conversation can change a life—and shape peace far beyond our district.
APPLICATION TIMELINE

Applications open: February 1
Deadline: May 15

(for the 2027 academic year)
Full program details:

rotary.org/peace-fellowships
DISTRICT 7090 CONTACT

Interested candidates or referring Rotarians may contact:
Bob Munroe

District 7090 Peace Fellowship Chair
Email: munroerobert@yahoo.ca

Bob is happy to answer questions and guide candidates through the application process.

https://rotary7090.org/page/peace-scholars
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Where is my Income Tax receipt for 2025
from The Rotary Foundation?

We are pleased to share an update regarding tax receipts for donations to The Rotary
Foundation.

Tax receipts are now available online through your individual Rotary donation page. This
provides an easy way to view and download your receipts at any time.

How to access your receipt:
Go to www.rotary.org
Sign in to your My Rotary account
Select My Donations (https://my.rotary.org/en/my-donations/)
Select TAX RECEIPTS & GIFT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Your available tax receipts will be listed there when you input dates
Please note that the 2025 tax receipt is not yet available, but it will be posted shortly on
rotary.org once processing is complete.

Receipts will still be emailed, but many members  will find the online option faster and more
convenient. Here is a  screenshot to help guide you through the process.
We hope this makes accessing your donation records easier

If you do not have a rotary.org account you can sign up for one. It is a great way to learn
more about Rotary too!
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Gratitude in Action
Behind every Rotary project is something powerful: a donor who chose to care.

When we thank our donors, we do more than acknowledge a gift ,we strengthen trust, deepen
relationships, and inspire continued generosity. The Gratitude Compass reminds us that gratitude
isn’t just a courtesy. It’s how we build a culture of generosity

Your support of The Rotary Foundation fuels district grants, global projects, scholarships, and
PolioPlus efforts.
Because of you:

Communities receive clean water
Students gain opportunity
Clubs create lasting change

Every gift matters. And every gift deserves thanks.

Gratitude doesn’t have to be complicated. A personal thank-you at a meeting. A short note. A quick
phone call. When donors feel appreciated and see their impact, they are more likely to stay engaged
and continue giving 

In District 7090, generosity is strong. Let’s make our gratitude just as strong.

💙 Try This Month: Gratitude Challenge
Choose one action:

Thank a member who gives consistently to the Annual Fund
Recognize a Paul Harris Fellow
Call a new donor and say, “Because of you…”
Spotlight a donor in your club newsletter (with permission)
Thank One Person You Normally wouldn’t, not the big donor. Not the obvious leader.

      Thank the quiet, consistent Rotarian who gives year after year.
       Unexpected appreciation leaves the strongest impression.

Small gestures. Lasting impact.

Let’s lead with gratitude — and inspire the next act of generosity.

Thank you
 Michael Sommer

for joining
the 

Paul Harris Society
Michael with 

PHS Chair-Paul Lehman

https://rotary7090.org/documents/en-ca/611e9e04-4063-4fa9-a85a-c042acfbd991/1/
https://rotary7090.org/documents/en-ca/611e9e04-4063-4fa9-a85a-c042acfbd991/1/
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KEY EVENTS LOOKING AHEAD

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

District Grant Applications Open
Feb 26 Amplifying International
Service-Foundation Open House
Peace Fellow Applications Now Open
April 17-District High School
Scholarship application due

March 2026: Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene Month
March 11-Zone 28/32 Zoom “End Polio
Now…Crossing The Finish Line”, featuring
four districts with innovative awareness
and fundraising ideas.
March 12-International Service Meeting
5:30-7:00 register online
April 19 Paul Harris Birthday
April 2026: Environment Month
May 15 Peace Fellow applications close
September 26, 2026-Participate for Polio
November 14, 2026-Foundation
Celebration tentative date

Tax Receipt Downloads  Available anytime via My Rotary.
Goals set for Foundation not too late!!
June 10- deadline for global scholarship applications to RI for September
2026 starting or 3 months prior to courses
qualify for Global Grants-year round
June 30 Contributions to Foundation for year 2025-26 must be postmarked
by June 30, and arrive by July 5
Global Grants applications

www.rotary7090.org
see events

“Amplifying International Service”.
 Thursday Feb 26 @7pm

With Brad Wood
District International Service Chair

Register Today

https://rotary7090.org/event/%e2%80%9camplifying-international-service%e2%80%9d-foundation/


 District Governor: Aaron Carlson  
District Governor Elect:  Joanne Serkeyn

 Governor-Nominee: Paul Gibel
 

District Grants Review Committee:
 John Boronkay,RC Orchard Park 
Margaret Andrewes,  RC Lincoln 

Don Lawrence,  RC Amherst
 Jim Ellison, RC LeRoy 

Cameron Johnston, RC Brantford Sunrise 
 Lezlie Murch, RC St. Catharines

 Ken Schander, RC Niagara on the Lake 
John Teibert, RC St. Catharines South 

Glen Christenson -RC Brantford Sunrise

District Scholar Peace Subcommittee Chair Bob Munroe

2025-26 District 7090 Rotary Foundation Committee 
Note: Many Committee members make great speakers at your club

District Foundation 
 DRFC-IPDG Dave  Alexander 2025-2026

DRFC Aaron Carlson 2026-2029
Past Rotary Foundation Chair - PDG Lisa Bishop

Fundraising Chair -IPDG David Alexander
Annual Fund - John Weismantel

Committee:  Annie Holtby
Paul Harris Society - Paul Lehman

Endowment Fund - Wolfgang Lindemann
Polio Plus Chairs - Elaine Richard/Frank Adamson

Coordinator PolioPlus Society - Elaine Richard
 Stewardship Chair - Paul Saskowksi 

committee: Michel Harrington  
Lezlie Murch, Sandi Chard

 
 

Grants Chair - Sue Foster 

Subcommittee:
Club Grants Chair-Sue Foster

Global Grants Chair- Lezlie Murch District 7090
International Service Committee: Brad Wood  
Global Vocational Training Team - Dan Smith

District Scholarships - Carol DeNysschen
 Ontario Cluster Fund - Dave Berry 

 New York Cluster Fund-TBA

       
  Bold is Voting Members of Foundation Committee

Editor:  Sandi Chard  sandichard@gmail.com
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