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Thank You Clubs!

Every dollar today becomes a grant in three years.



💙 Congratulations to Our Giving Clubs!
As we celebrate Rotary Foundation Month, we extend heartfelt congratulations to 

all clubs in District 7090 that have already contributed to the Annual Fund this year. 
Your generosity fuels district and global grants that change lives both 

locally and around the world.

Every dollar given today builds the grants of tomorrow — thank you for turning Rotary’s
vision into action!

🌟 Top Clubs Giving to the Annual Fund (November 9)

💛 Together, these clubs have already contributed over $58,000 to the Annual Fund — an
inspiring show of generosity across borders! 

A total of 49 clubs in District 7090 have donated to the Annual Fund so far this year. All
Clubs together have donated to the Annual Fund $84,810.00

Keep up the great work, and let’s challenge every club to be part of this year’s 
Foundation success story.

Page 2



The Rotary Foundation Trustees established a new Hurricane Melissa Response Fund in October 2025 to support
immediate relief efforts for people affected by the devastating hurricane.

 Donors can give directly to relief efforts led by Rotary members.

Contributions will be accepted until 31 January 2026. Districts can apply for grants from the funds until 28 October
2026, or until all funds have been allocated. Any contributions that haven’t been spent by then will be transferred to
the Disaster Response Fund and made available for disasters worldwide.

Giving to Rotary Disaster Relief helps with Logistical Efficiency: Disaster sites often lack the infrastructure to manage
spontaneous, uncoordinated donations of goods. Donating cash to an established organization like Rotary avoids
creating logistical problems (such as piles of unneeded or spoiled items) and ensures the aid provided is exactly what
is needed at the time, delivered by experienced partners like ShelterBox. Rotary is working directly with District 7020
local Rotarians to help with this effort

 online: visit https://my.rotary.org/en/disaster-response-fund.
To give by check, make it payable to The Rotary Foundation or to an associate foundation and include a completed
contribution form. In the DESIGNATION/PURPOSE section, choose Other and write the fund name (Hurricane Melissa
Response Fund).

How contributions are credited and recognized: Gifts to the Hurricane Melissa Response Fund: Count toward a
donor’s total cumulative giving, Factor into Paul Harris Fellow, Paul Harris Society, Major Donor, and Arch Klumph
Society recognition, Help the donor’s club achieve the 100% Foundation Giving Club banner. Donations are not
credited toward a club’s Annual Fund giving, toward per capita or SHARE calculations, or toward generating DDF
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Rotary Foundation Trustees establish fund to aid the Caribbean

https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
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The Rotary Foundation is the engine that
transforms and supports projects that

changes lives in our local communities and
around the world.

HOW DOES THE ROTARY FOUNDATION RECOGNIZE ROTARY CLUBS?

Donations to the Foundation are essential to securing and expanding our programs throughout
 the world. We recognize with gratitude clubs that make extraordinary contributions.

• 100% Paul Harris Fellow Club: These are clubs in which all dues-paying members are 
Paul Harris Fellows. The club receives a banner. This is a one-time recognition, but the intent is 

that the club will maintain its status.

• 100% Foundation Giving Club: This banner is given to clubs that have an average of US$100
 in per capita giving and in which every dues-paying member donates at least $25 during the

 year to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, the Endowment, or approved global grants.

• Every Rotarian, Every Year Club: This banner is awarded to clubs that have a minimum Annual Fund
contribution of $100 per capita during the year and in which every dues-paying member personally

contributes at least $25 to the Annual Fund in that time period.

• Top Three Per Capita in Annual Fund Giving: These banners are presented each year to the three 
clubs in each district with the highest per capita Annual Fund giving.

• 100% Paul Harris Society Club: This banner is awarded to clubs in which every dues-paying member
contributes at least $1,000 during the year to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or an approved global grant.

• 100% Rotary’s Promise Club: These are clubs in which every dues-paying member supports the
Endowment with an outright gift of $1,000 or more or a commitment of at least that amount in 

an estate plan. These clubs receive a certificate upon request.

Will you help our club be recognized by the Foundation this year?
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Did You Know? – Plug & Play Rotary Videos
 Reminder that we have a great collection of short

videos available on the District 7090 YouTube
Channel! These “plug and play” videos are perfect to
show at club meetings, training sessions, or Rotary

gatherings.
They highlight topics such as What is Rotary, End
Polio Now, District Grants over the Years, and the

Seven Areas of Focus. Nearly all are under two
minutes—making them quick, engaging, and easy to

use.
You can find them on the Plug & Play page under the

Foundation section of the District 7090 website
or District 7090 youtube channel

New areas of focus videos are available

Share the transformative work Rotary does worldwide with compelling new videos that showcase our
areas of focus and the impact we make. Use these short videos as content for club meetings, at public-

facing events, and on social media channels. The videos come in 30-second and 60-second formats 

7 areas of Focus new 2025
Overview of all (1:00)

Providing clean water (1:00)
Peace Building and Conflict (:30)

Disease Prevention and Treatment (:30)
Basic Education and Literature (1:00)

Community Economic Development (1:00)
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (1:00)

Environment (1:01)

https://rotary7090.org/50043/Page/Show?ClassCode=Page&Slug=plugandplay
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdjrtEU3xOikLRZ1lJrKtjA
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The Rotary Foundation has  recently approved several  Global Grants supported by clubs in our district. These projects
span continents and focus on Rotary’s seven areas of focus.

GG2459458 – Oncology  Equipment for hospital  in Santa Cruz, Bolivia $93, 000
Disease Prevention and Treatment

 Partners: D4690 / NOTL / D4730, D7080, D7090, D6450, D7020, D7040, D5580 St. Catharines, Grigota, Caledon, Castelldefels, Chicago,
Mississauga,  Medicine Hat, Cataraqui-Kingston, Karachi, Cornwall Sunrise,Campbellford, Madras Coromandel, Kingston, 

St Maarten, Waterfront, Oak Park-River Forest, Nipigon

GG2570470 – D7090 Human Trafficking Education, Prevention & Awareness, USA $47,556
Peace Building and Conflict Prevention

Raise awareness, provide education, and implement prevention strategies regarding the nature and prevalence of 
human trafficking across the seven counties within District 7090, NY, USA.

 Partners: Lockport / St. Catharines D7090, D4690, Batavia, Buffalo-Sunrise, Lewiston-NOTL, Brantford Sunrise, Ellicottville, Grand Island,
 LeRoy, Grigota, Orchard Park, St. Catharines Lakeshore, Niagara Falls Sunrise, Oakville, Niagara On the Lake, Norfolk Sunrise

GG2454468 – Sounds of Hope Bolivia $54,112
Disease Prevention and Treatment

Provide hearing aids for 300 economically disadvantaged children and adolescents, in first to sixth grade
 Partners: D4690 Sirari, Bolivia / D4590 Vinhedo , Brazil/, D7890, D7090, St. Catharines, Oak Park-River Forest,  Pleasant Valley. 

GG2570152 – WASH Uganda School  D7090 Cluster 2024 $52,050
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene

Provision of WASH facilities and Groundwater Supply System for Kanoni 1 Primary School, Uganda
 Partners: D9214 Nkumba Uganda / D7090 Brantford, Dundas Valley Sunrise, Dunnville, Fonthill, Grimsby, Hamilton After 5, Hamilton AM, 

Lincoln, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Sunrise, Norfolk Sunrise, Simcoe, St. Catharines, St. Catharines Lakeshore, St. Catharines South, Welland,
Knumba Stewar, Kajjansi

GG2454829 – Carpentry Program, Bolivia $30,860
Peacebuilding & Conflict Prevention, Community Economic Development

Developing opportunities for productive work and improving access to sustainable livelihoods
 Partners:  D4690, Sucre, Bolivia / D7090, St. Catharines , D4921, Sucre-La Plata, Reno Central, D5190, Sirari

GG2572441 – Agua Potable Bella Vista, Bolivia $30,000
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

 Provide  safe, reliable drinking water, and sanitation by building a well.
 Partners:  D4690, D7090, Trinidad, Bolivia / St. Catharines ,  Niagara On the Lake

GG2575063 – Egypt Gift of Life $148,857
Disease Prevention and Treatment

Provide lifesaving cardiac interventions to 43 Egyptian children
 Partners: D2451 Gaza Metropolitan /D5340La Jolla Sunrise, D7090 St. Catharines South, Dundas, Gift of Life,  D7180, + Many Rotarians

$456,435 Total Projects 
$54,749 D7090 Clubs

$54,749 Matched with D7090 DDF
$43,799 World Fund 80%

Thank you for your annual fund
contributions to support these projects!



November is Foundation month, so I would encourage anyone who is
able to consider donating to the Annual Fund. Any monies donated will
flow back to our District in three years, providing the monies that can
be used by our District for District Grants. (Club Grants)
I will remind everyone that December 2 is Giving Tuesday and a perfect
day to consider making a donation to the Rotary Foundation.(TRF)
I would also like to challenge every Rotarian in District 7090 to
participate in the programs and grants that your generous gifts to the
Rotary Foundation make possible.
Participating in grants from TRF is a powerful driver of engagement for
Rotary clubs. Through empowerment, collaboration, personal growth,
global impact and enhanced public relations, Rotary clubs find a
renewed sense of purpose and a deeper connection to their
communities and the world. When clubs engage in these grant
opportunities, they not only fulfill their mission of service but also
empower their members to become leaders, People of Action,
changemakers and advocates for a better world!

D I S T R I C T  G R A N T S
 Grants Chair - Sue Foster

Sub-committee - Club Grants Chair
suefoz@gmail.com

Donate and  Participate!

For more information on how your club can access  
District Foundation Matching Funds
contact Sue Foster  - Club Grants Chair

Today’s Giving Builds 
Tomorrow’s Grants.

https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
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Paul Harris Fellows

Paul Harris Fellow
The Paul Harris Fellow recognition, established in 1957, is one of Rotary’s most prestigious honors. Named after Rotary’s
founder, Paul Harris, it acknowledges individuals who contribute — or have contributions of US$1,000 or more made in
their name  to The Rotary Foundation.

This distinction reflects a commitment to Rotary’s ideals of service, goodwill, and peace. Many clubs present Paul Harris
Fellow awards to recognize exceptional generosity, leadership, or community service.

Rotary Club of Kenmore recent Paul Harris Fellow Event

Brantford Sunrise recent Paul Harris Fellow Event
Paul Williamson, Jackie Young, Dave Carrol,Doug Hunt

Rotary Club of Dunkirk-Fredonia



Page 9

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
Every year our District

rallies to promote
awareness and to support
Rotary’s global fight to

End Polio.

We walk, hike, run, and
cycle to Participate for

Polio. We raise flags,
illuminate landmarks, and
host PolioPlus Auctions,
Purple Pinky, and RotZi
events. We even Roar,

Pull, and share Pints for
Polio.

From your End Polio
Co‑Chairs, a heartfelt

thank you to District
7090! And our gratitude
to all who have joined the
new PolioPlus Society

by pledging $100 USD or
more each year—until the

world is finally free of
polio.
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The total PolioPlus giving from all clubs
 in District 7090 so far this Rotary year is 

$33,161.41 USD

Every Club donating at total of $1500USD
receives a certificate from The Rotary

Foundation.  Donations include club members
and club support.

PolioPlus Giving top 15 Clubs to Date 

  United for Polio Eradication   

Photos: Dr. June Mergl in the Illumination Tower Niagara Falls,
Rotary Club of Fonthill Arches after Pints for Polio, Rotary

PolioPlus Canadian Moose Stuffie, Sandi Chard DGND at the 6th
Annual Dr. Ron Mergl Participate for Polio, students at the Fort Erie
5th Annual RotZi event, Thie Convery ‘Polio Eradication Champion’

Elaine Richard Lisa Bishop PDG Joanne Serkeyn DGE and Cathi
MacDonnell at Rotary Roar, 7090 Youth Exchange student at ‘hike

for polio’ Ancaster 



Wolfgang Lindemann
RC of Norfolk Sunrise

District Endowment/ Major Gift
Subcommittee Chair

wolflindemann1@gmail.com

 Tax Planning From an Endowment Point of View 
Wolfgang will speak at your club on endowment and The Rotary Foundation
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Tax planning should be a year-round activity. However, as year-end approaches, it’s an
especially good time to review your personal finances and take advantage of any tax-saving
opportunities available to you. One effective strategy is making a charitable donation to The
Rotary Foundation’s Endowment Fund, which can significantly reduce your personal tax bill
while helping to “Do Good in the World.” 
Here are two examples to consider, one for Canadians and one for Americans.

🇨🇦 For Canadian Rotarians
Both the federal and provincial governments offer donation tax credits that combine to
provide meaningful savings:
 • For total charitable donations up to $200 in a year: Federal donation credit 15%, Ontario tax
credit 5.05%.
 • For total donations exceeding $200: Federal donation credit 29% (33% for income over
$253,414), Ontario tax credit 11.16%.
 To receive a 2025 tax receipt, donations must be made by December 31, 2025.

“A year-end gift to Rotary’s Endowment Fund can make a difference for generations and for
your 2025 tax return.”

🇺🇸 For American Rotarians
If you have an employer-sponsored retirement plan or a traditional IRA, Required Minimum
Distributions (RMDs) begin in the year you turn 73. RMDs are mandatory, regardless of your
employment status, and must usually be completed by December 31 each year (with a one-
time exception for your first RMD, which may be delayed until April 1 of the following year).

Because RMDs count as taxable income, you might instead consider making a Qualified
Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from your IRA to The Rotary Foundation’s Endowment
Fund. A QCD satisfies all or part of your RMD but is not included in your taxable income.

While you won’t receive a separate charitable deduction, a QCD can still yield significant
financial benefits. It may help lower your taxable income, reduce your Medicare premiums, and
decrease the portion of your Social Security benefits subject to tax. For 2025, the maximum
annual QCD limit is $108,000, and unlike RMDs, you can begin making QCDs as early as age
70½.

“When you give directly from your IRA, you can fulfill your RMD and reduce your taxable
income all while supporting Rotary’s mission.”

mailto:wolflindemann1@gmail.com
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Rotary’s Service Project Center now includes access to the Grant Center
Rotary’s Service Project Center is a comprehensive hub to help you
design and manage effective projects, find international partners,
and tell stories of service. And now a refreshed Grant Center page

has been integrated into this dynamic site, giving you seamless
access to the Grant Center. On the Service Project Center, you can

also showcase your club’s projects, a helpful way to find international
partners for your global grant projects. 

Other recent enhancements include a Resources page with links to
project planning materials and an Impact page dedicated to

supporting Rotary’s Action Plan that has a quiz game to expand your
knowledge about how to measure impact. 

For all your service project needs, visit the Service Project Center,
and come back regularly as we continue to make improvements

Rotary’s updated Vocational Service in Action is a
practical guide that helps members apply their

professional skills and ethical standards to serve others.
This new edition explains what Vocational Service is, why it

matters, and how it supports Rotary’s values and Action
Plan.

Read the issue today available on our foundation website
Vocational Service into action today

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50043/Documents/en-ca/48e458dd-feee-4d9d-ae92-3328c6e85f43/1/
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Tuesday, December 2

🌍 Creative Ways to Celebrate Giving Tuesday
Giving Tuesday is more than a day to give — it’s a chance to inspire kindness, strengthen community,
and create lasting change. Here are a few ideas to spark your club’s creativity:

Address a Community Need
 Rally your members to organize a food, clothing, or supply drive to fill gaps in local services or 
respond to urgent needs in your area. Small actions can make a big difference!

Host a Community Event or Mini-Festival
 Bring people together to learn about local causes and celebrate generosity. Partner with nearby 
clubs or community groups to create a Giving Tuesday Movement that highlights multiple nonprofits
 in your area.

Engage and Recruit Volunteers
 Use the day to invite new faces to serve alongside you. Host a hands-on project, open house,
 or service showcase to deepen connections with existing supporters and attract new ones.

Fundraise for Your Mission
 Invite supporters to give toward your club’s service projects or The Rotary Foundation. 
Emphasize the tangible impact — every dollar given today builds the grants and projects of tomorrow.

Support Partner Organizations
 Shine a light on under-resourced or emerging nonprofits. Share their stories on your social media or
collaborate on a joint initiative. Giving Tuesday is about community, not competition.

Collaborate Across Sectors
 Partner with local businesses, schools, and service groups. Together, you can amplify generosity and
multiply impact.

Celebrate Generosity
 Recognize the donors, volunteers, and partners who make your work possible. A simple thank-you,
photo, or shout-out on social media can inspire others to give, too!

Promote Rotary Direct
 Encourage members to make their giving easy and ongoing through Rotary Direct — it’s the simplest
way to turn Giving Tuesday into Giving Every Day.
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KEY EVENTS LOOKING AHEAD

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

November 15: District Grant
Qualifications
November 15-Foundation
Celebration
Dec 2 Giving Tuesday
 Foundation Office Hours Dec 2 new
time 7:00 p.m.
Foundation Office Hours January 27 

December 2025: Disease Prevention and
Treatment Month
January 27 -Open house Hours with
special guest Edina from The Rotary
Foundation special Topic Paul Harris
Society and more
February 2026: Peacebuilding and
Conflict Prevention Month
Feb Peace Fellowship applications open
March 2026: Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene Month
April 2026: Environment Month

Goals set for Foundation not too late!!
June 10- deadline for global scholarship applications to RI for
September 2026 starting or 3 months prior to courses
qualify for Global Grants-year round
June 30 Contributions to Foundation for year 2025-26 must be
postmarked by June 30, and arrive by July 5
Global Grants applications year round

www.rotary7090.org
see events

https://rotary7090.org/event/foundation-celebration-with-district-grant-seminar-1/


 District Governor: Aaron Carlson  
District Governor Elect:  Joanne Serkeyn

 Governor-Nominee: Paul Gibel
 

District Grants Review Committee:
 John Boronkay,RC Orchard Park 
Margaret Andrewes,  RC Lincoln 

Don Lawrence,  RC Amherst
 Jim Ellison, RC LeRoy 

Cameron Johnston, RC Brantford Sunrise 
 Lezlie Murch, RC St. Catharines

 Ken Schander, RC Niagara on the Lake 
John Teibert, RC St. Catharines South 

Glen Christenson -RC Brantford Sunrise

District Scholar Peace Subcommittee Chair Bob Munroe

2025-26 District 7090 Rotary Foundation Committee 
Note: Many Committee members make great speakers at your club

District Foundation 
 DRFC-IPDG Dave  Alexander

Past Rotary Foundation Chair - PDG Lisa Bishop

Fundraising Chair -IPDG David Alexander
Annual Fund - John Weismantel

Committee:  Annie Holtby
Paul Harris Society - Paul Lehman

Endowment Fund - Wolfgang Lindemann
Polio Plus Chairs - Elaine Richard/Frank Adamson

Coordinator PolioPlus Society - Elaine Richard
 Stewardship Chair - Paul Saskowksi

committee: Lezlie Murch
 Sandi Chard

 
 

Grants Chair - Sue Foster 

Subcommittee:
Club Grants Chair-Sue Foster

Global Grants Chair- Lezlie Murch District 7090
International Service Committee: Brad Wood  
Global Vocational Training Team - Dan Smith

District Scholarships - Carol DeNysschen
 Ontario Cluster Fund - Dave Berry 

 New York Cluster Fund-TBA

       
  Bold is Voting Members of Foundation Committee

Editor:  sandichard@gmail.com
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