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Our DGE Returns: 

 
DGE Dave reported on the Inter-
national Assembly in San Diego to 
the Leadership Team at the Bing-
hamton Club.  Dave also present-
ed the new Strategic Direction and 
Goals for Rotary that will guide 
our efforts over the next five 
years.  The vision for the next five 

years is the same vision presented last year by 
President Barry Rassin.  Dave is filling out the 
many committees of our District and instructing 
them to develop goals for the next Rotary year. 
 
Dave also described the new theme of President 
Elect Mark Maloney, ñRotary Connects the 

Worldò.  Dave thought this 
theme fit our desire to en-
courage collaboration within 
and outside of Rotary to 
make a bigger difference.  
Dave also noted that the 
presentations at the Interna-

tional conference matched well with his goals 
and aspirations for our District.   
 
Connecting the Dots in Rotary and in Our 
Communities:   
 
I believe that our District will make a significant  

 
 
 

 
 
 
contribution in the Rotary World in both local  
regional and international development.  In re-
gard to international development we have 11 
colleges and Universities and several multi-
national corporations.  We also have members 
with impressive contacts.  The following story is 
just one example. 
 
The Ithaca Noon Rotary last year started the 
dozen dinner draw to raise funds for Interna-
tional Development.  Dennis Gray headed this 
project.  Dennis and his wife Maricelis Acevedo 
moved to Ithaca from Toronto.  Dennis owns a 
water equipment company and developed a 
strong relationship with WASRAG, the most in-
fluential Action Group in Rotary.   
This year the funds raised from the dozen din-
ner draw will support a non-profit corporation, 
AguaClara Reach which provides innovative 
gravity fed water treatment that does not re-
quire an energy source.  This corporation is a 
spin off from Cornell University.  The five year 
vision for this corporation is to serve 1 million 
customers across several countries.  Through 
Dennisôs contacts, AguaClara will be featured at 
the WASRAG conference just prior to the Inter-
national Convention in Hamburg.  Now, 215 
countries and territories will know about a new 
company formed in Ithaca NY.   

ñStriving for diversity throughout Rotaryò 
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Demand excellence and be willing to pay for it 

Maricelis works at Cornell on hybrid seed for 
feed crops.  She travels the world improving the 
availability of food stock.  Both Dennis and Mar-
icelis have supported the work of Health for 
Haiti.  They along with Dr. Jennifer Musa (co-
director for Health for Haiti) will design our in-
ternational program for the District Conference.  
We want to describe the future of international 
development in Rotary and showcase the 
emerging capabilities in our District.   
 
And our international work does not stop here.  
A few other projects include: 
 
Nancy Potter and George Gull of Ithaca 
Noon are developing a new Global Grant 
to extend their clean water work in Costa 
Rica along the border of Nicaragua.  

Health for Haiti has completed five years 
on the transformation of the region 
around Grande Saline. 

Josephine Allen of Cornell and 
Ithaca Noon spent one month 
in South Africa with a student 
team developing hydroponic 
growing of strawberries.  Hy-
droponic farming is an emerging 
trend for our region.  Josephine 

also serves as an Assistant Governor. 
Unadilla Rotary has three members includ-
ing Assistant Governor Don Tuttle in Le-
sotho Africa working on their interna-
tional grant to  to work on a Rotary part-
nership to build schools in Lesotho Afri-
ca .  Don raised some of the money for 
this project through crowd funding. 

 
District 7170 is Published in the Rotary 
World:  Rotary International developed an ar-
ticle on the innovative Global Grant on Opioid 
Abuse.  This article will appear in various media 
outlets throughout the Rotary world. 
 
I developed an article on the importance of col-
laboration for Zones 24 and 32.  This article was 
made available to the Northeast, most of Cana-
da and Alaska and even Bermuda.  If you would 
like to get published, please let us know.  Sever-
al articles have appeared in local media. 
 
Rotary Must be Fun:  For your dining and 
entertainment pleasure may I recommend:  
 

§ Unadilla Pie Night ï 3/14 
§ Sidney Saint Patrick's Day Event - 3/16  
§ Milford Chicken & Biscuit Dinner at Jackieôs:        

 3/22 -  4pm to 7:30 pm 
§ Endwell Rotary Comedy Night with Dinner 
at Atrio: 3/23, opens at 6pm 

§ Intra City luncheon: 4/9 at the Binghamton 
Club.  Speaker: Tyrone Muse, President & 
CEO of Vision Federal Credit Union on the 
Power of Community Partnerships  

 
Note:  If I have missed your special event, let 
me know and I will send a follow-up note.  I ex-
pect to attend all of these events if you have 
something to discuss.   
 
Rotary Fun Day at Greek Peak: June 15 
The District is joining up with Cortland Noon to 

put on Rotary Fun Day at Greek 
Peak.  Plans are being developed.  
Cortland Noon wanted to put on a 
special event for the District to cele-
brate their 100th anniversary.  I 
wanted to have fun. 
 
March is Water and Sanitation 

Month:  Water and Sanitation provides the 
greatest opportunity for improving world 
health.  March 22 is World Water Day.  I think 
we have this theme covered: 
AguaClara Reach 
Agua Viva Serves in Costa Rica 
Health for Haiti 
Significant water projects in Kenya 
Environmental Sustainability Strategy in-
cluding water front clean up 

Several clubs planning water front clean-up 
projects 

Focus on the importance of hand washing by 
the Ithaca Noon Club  

 
Displays Requested for District Confer-
ence:  We have great display space at the Dou-
bletree in Binghamton for the District Confer-
ence.  We also are encouraging collaboration 
with other clubs and community service provid-
ers.  Non-Rotarians are welcome to participate 
in our event.  Letôs provide a few examples. 
Southern Tier 8 can display their plans for 
the 8 counties that they serve including 
our District.  

The 6 clubs in the Catskills can develop a 
display on their beautiful and historical 
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Be brave. Even if youôre not, pretend to be. No one can tell the difference. 

part of New York State. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension can develop a 
display on the Tasteôs of NY and the 
emerging trends for ag and food. 

 
100 anniversary clubs now and in the near 
future can educate us about their com-
munity and their great history. 

United Ways can educate us on key issues 
like poverty and their program ALICE: 
Asset Limited, Income Constrained Em-
ployment. 

Clubs with programs for early education of 
our youth can shed light on this very im-
portant topic.   

 
To sign up, just contact me at 
jsmith1532@aol.com. 
 
Developing Powerful Positive Stories of 
our Communities:  Southern Tier 8 is devel-
oping a new portal to post positive stories on 
our region.  I will be one of the contributing edi-
tors.  Please forward me positive stories about 
your community and region.   Did you know 
that our region has over 150 waterfalls?  Or that 
every second of the day an aircraft takes off in 
the world with flight controls from Endicott NY.  
Did you know that Cornell University produces 
the most number of Fulbright Scholars?  De-
posit and Hancock are part of the Bluestone 
capital of the United States. 
 
Public Image Grants Return:  This spring 
we will be awarding ten $250 grants to clubs to 
support Public Image.  The guidelines for com-
peting for these grants will be made available 
during early March. 
 
Key Dates:  We are entering the Rotary season 
where there are many event opportunities.  I 
will send an updated District Schedule to all 
members.  As with the previous version, please 
be sure to that your major club and community 
events are included at the end of the schedule.  
Please take advantage of the various programs. 
 
 
March: Water & Sanitation 
 
President-Elect Fireside Chats  
 

Rotary Leaderhip Institute ï 3/9 in Owego 
 
Multi-District PETS ï 3/15-16 
 
Grants Management Seminar ï SUNY 
Broome ï 3/23 
 
District Training Assembly & Grants 
Management ï 3/30 ï SUNY Oneonta 
 
April: Maternal & Child Health 
 
District Training Assembly & Grants 
Management ï 4/6 ï Dryden 
 
Delivery of Tree Peonies 
 
May: Youth Services 
 
DFC & DAC ï 5/7 at Cortland noon 
 
District Conference ï Friday, 5/10 ï Sunday 
5/12 ï DoubleTree Binghamton 
 
Deadline for District Grant Applications 
ï 5/15 preliminary, 5/31 final 
 
 
June: Rotary Fellowship 
 
Club Youth Exchange Training ï 6/15 
 
District Pass the Gavel ï 6/19 
 
RYLA Banquet ï  
 
RI Convention ï 6/1 ï 6/5 Hamburg Germa-
ny 
 
Rotary Fun Day ï 6/15 at Greek Peak 
 
Remember the Rotary Foundationð 
 
Please remember to support the Rotary Foun-
dation.  Its impact in the world grows each year 
while it maintains the highest ratings from 
Charity Navigator.  We will produce a special 
edition of the newsletter just on the Founda-
tion.  
 

DG JEFF  

mailto:jsmith1532@aol.com
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Our Rotarians of the month are Josephine Allen of Ithaca Noon and Don 
Tuttle of Unadilla.  Both of these members serve as Assistant Governors and 
recently have experienced extended stays in international development noted 
above.  They are building great experience that will serve Rotary and our District.   
 
Josephine Allen of Cornell and Ithaca Noon spent one month in South Africa 
with a student team developing hydroponic growing of strawberries.  Hydro-
ponic farming is an emerging trend for our region.  Josephine also serves as 
an Assistant Governor. 

Unadilla Rotary has three members including Assistant Governor Don Tuttle in 
Lesotho Africa working on their international grant to work on a Rotary 
partnership to build schools in Lesotho Africa .  Don raised some of the 
money for this project through crowd funding. 

 

Whistle 

PDG Richard and Tree Peonies 
 
 
PDG Richard is being honored in this picture by the Johnson City Club for his 
work with Rotary and his tree peony program.  Richard has a large order of 
Tree Peonies coming in February.  Buy your Motherôs Day gifts early through 
the order form below and support Rotary in the process. 
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Transforming our Communities  
And Rotary 
May 10-12, 2019 

 
Binghamton NY Doubletree Hotel 

 
¶ Our 30th annual District Conference will be an opportunity for Rotarians and 

community members to celebrate progress, exchange ideas and take action on the 
future of our communities and Rotary 

 

¶ Transformation experts from across the country will speak as well as regional 
Rotary and community leaders. 
 

¶ Fun events will be sprinkled throughout the weekend including: 
 

- Drone tour of District 7170 
- Taste of New York room 
- Polio Plus fun walk and riding tour 
- Exhibits: clubs, Interact, Rotaract, Partnerships, Exchange Students 
- Virtual Reality and the story of LUMA FEST 
- Running tour (5k fun run) of Binghamton, Golf 
- Biking tour of Binghamton 
- Fun raffles and door prizes 
- Musical performances from our exchange students and others 

 
We want to showcase all of our communities 

Local clubs, communities, service providers and RI will have marketing space. 

Hug children after you discipline them 
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¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ wƻǘŀǊȅ  
 

¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ 
aŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƛǊǊŜǎƛǎǝōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ƴŜǿ Ŏƭǳōǎ 
/ǊŜŀǝƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘΣ wƻǘŀǊŀŎǘΣ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻǊǇΣ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ wƻπ
ǘŀǊȅΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

wŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ wƻǘŀǊȅ 
¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 
! ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
!Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ тмтл 
bŜŜŘǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǝƻƴέ ōǊŀƴŘ 
±ƛǎƛƻƴ нлнр 
bŜǿ DŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ 

 
hǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ wƻǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ  hǳǊ ŜƴǝǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ 

ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
 

[ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǊƭȅ .ƛǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ  

ŎƻƴǘΦ 

Give to charity all the clothes you havenôt worn in the last three years 
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We have started the last half of the year in Exchange 

 

   Some of our kids have only a few months left to be here and experience all they can.  Please support them 
in their sports and academic events.  Take them somewhere and show them something new before they 
need to go home.  Please get involved in their lives somehow and make a difference. 

   Others are in their last stages of planning and preparation of going out for a year.  Please get to know 
them, invite them to your clubs and give them background on the good work Rotary does so they are com-
fortable with clubs and Rotarians when they arrive overseas.  They may be able to bring back a great, new 
project!! 

 

We just spent a two-day event in Dryden, having our Inbound/Outbound 
orientation. Everyone hung out together doing a building exercise-
stressing cooperation- to build the highest tower!   

Then skits were performed by all dealing with the ñproblemsò kids 
faced and will faceétransportation, making friends, eating new food, 
parental and club restrictions, and, of course, LANGUAGE Η 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Sunday we went to TC 3 for our final sessions and a fun time at the pool.  We have some marvelous 
swimmers and divers and I think the girls were winning the volleyball game??  Others spent time talking to 
each other and learning about their ñnew countryò and hearing the language spoken so they know what they 

are getting intoΦ 

 

Never forget your anniversary 



8  

Delhi Rotary Club is pleased to share a few good things.  First, we led all others in local 
Salvation Army Christmas Collection.  Secondly, to the best of my knowledge, we are #1 
in America (Yes!) in processing matching grants for wheelchairs (via Wheelchair Founda-
tion) sent to needy persons in third world countries.  We have sent 135 to date.  

 

Mary Surdey from Rotary Club of Binghamton traveled to Spain and attended a Rotary 
meeting!  She met with President George of the Mijas, Spain club, they exchanged banners 
and discussed their latest projects.  Currently in Mijas, they are involved in local and interna-
tional projects including stocking a local food bank in Fuengirola and they are hiring a mu-
ralist to beautify a wall in nearby Gibraltar.  

Eat prunes 


