Inspirational Readings – for Rotary Meetings

Compiled by Sonny – send me yours, if you like, at Holt7850@Gmail.com
Feel free to use these to add inspiration to your meetings.
I have grouped them under the following categories:

1.)Inspirational Closings 

2.)Inspirational Invocations

3.)Rotary Minutes

1.) Inspirational Closings – for Rotary Meetings
Winds of Fate

One ship drives East,
and another drives West,
With the self-same winds that blow;
Tis the set of the sails, and not the gales,
Which tells us the way to go.

Like the winds of the sea are the ways of fate,
As we voyage along through life;
Tis the set of the soul that decides its goal,
And not the calm or the strife.
           -Ella Wheeler-Wilcox 

It Couldn’t be Done
Somebody said that it couldn't be done,
But, he with a chuckle replied
That "maybe it couldn't," but he would be one
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried.
So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin
On his face. If he worried he hid it.
He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn't be done, and he did it.

Somebody scoffed: "Oh, you'll never do that;
At least no one has done it";
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat,
And the first thing we knew he'd begun it.
With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin,
Without any doubting or quiddit,
He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn't be done, and he did it.

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done,
There are thousands to prophesy failure;
There are thousands to point out to you one by one,
The dangers that wait to assail you.
But just buckle it in with a bit of a grin,
Just take off your coat and go to it;
Just start to sing as you tackle the thing
That "couldn't be done," and you'll do it.
                 -Edgar Albert Guest 

Bag of Tools

Isn't it strange how princes and kings,
and clowns that caper in sawdust rings,
and common people, like you and me,
are builders for eternity?

Each is given a list of rules;
a shapeless mass; a bag of tools.
And each must fashion, ere life is flown,
A stumbling block, or a Stepping-Stone.
                          -RL Sharpe 
The Road Not Taken

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

                -Robert Frost

To Young Rotary Leaders

There will be an awakening one day

And a vision from out of the blue

Will fall upon you.

A new world will begin

Where all peoples of the earth

Will live in freedom.

A freedom to walk unafraid

To speak freely without fear.
To love and to be loved.

To bear the fruit of the earth.
To aspire to greatness.
To lead the unfortunate to a new life,
Rich with opportunity.

To learn.
To work hard.
And to have just rewards,
For one’s labor.

To teach,
And in the teaching,
Bring new inspiration,
To those who will follow in the footsteps,
That you will leave in the sands of time.
Go forth unafraid and with dignity.

                                                                       -Sonny Holt
Ageless Quotes -  Age 6 to 48

I've learned that I like my teacher because 
 she cries when we sing "Silent Night".  Age 6 
 
 I've learned that our dog doesn't want to eat 
 my broccoli either.  Age 7 
 
 I've learned that just when I get my room the 
 way I like it, Mom makes me clean it up again.  Age 12 
 
 I've learned that if you want to cheer yourself 
 up, you should try cheering someone else up.  Age 14 
 
 I've learned that although it's hard to admit 
 it, I'm secretly glad my parents are strict with me.  Age 15 
 
 I've learned that silent company is often more 
 healing than words of advice. Age 24 
 
 I've learned that brushing my child's hair is 
 one of life's great pleasures. Age 26 
 
 I've learned that wherever I go, the world's 
 worst drivers have followed me there.  Age 29 
 
 I've learned that if someone says something 
 unkind about me, I must try to live my life so that no 
 one will believe it. Age 30 
 
 I've learned that you can make someone's day 
 by simply sending them a little note.  Age 44 
 
 I've learned that the greater a person's sense 
 of guilt, the greater his or her need to cast blame on 
 others.  Age 46 
 
 I've learned that children and grandparents 
 are natural allies.  Age 47 
 
 I've learned that if you want to do something 
 positive for your children, work to improve your 
 marriage.  Age 48 

Ageless Quotes -  Age 49 to 85

 I've learned that no matter what happens, or 
 how bad it seems today, life does go on, and it will 
 be better tomorrow. Age 49 
 
 I've learned that singing "Amazing Grace" can 
 lift my spirits for hours. Age 50 
 
 I've learned that motel mattresses are better 
 on the side away from the phone.  Age 51 
 
 I've learned that you can tell a lot about a 
 man by the way he handles these three things: a rainy 
 day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.  Age 52 
 
 I've learned that keeping a vegetable garden 
 is worth more than a medicine cabinet full of pills.  Age 53 
 
 I've learned that regardless of your relationship 
 with your parents, you miss them terribly after they 
 die.  Age 55 
 
 I've learned that making a living is not the 
 same thing as making a life.  Age 58 
 
 I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second 
 chance.  Age 62 
  
 I've learned that if you pursue happiness, it 
 will elude you.  But if you focus on your family, the 
 needs of others, your work, meeting new people, 
 and doing the very best you can, happiness will find 
 you.  Age 65 
 
 I've learned that whenever I decide something 
 with kindness, I usually make the right decision.  Age  66 
 
 I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't 
 have to be one.  Age  82 
 
 I've learned that every day you should reach 
 out and touch someone. People love that human touch, 
 holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on 
 the back.  Age 85 
 

 


2.)Some Inspirational Invocations (use occasionally in place of the typical “Thank you, Lord for this food we are about to eat, etc., etc., …)
1.) My fellow Rotarians, you have this power. This power to use language to share your ideas, to touch hearts, and to bring about change in the world.  As Rotarians, we have the power to speak and share, to explain and to educate, to inspire and to influence. It is our responsibility to share our talents and ideas and to find meaning in other people’s messages. May we use our skills to provide service to others less fortunate and help them to be self-sustaining. May we continue to grow as Rotarians so that we stand in our community as a symbol of those willing to freely put service above self and make this, our community, and the world a better place to live.

2.) Dear Lord,
You've blessed us with friends and laughter and fun

With rain that's as soft as the light from the sun ---

You've blessed us with stars to brighten each night

You've given us help to know wrong from right --

You've given us so much, please Lord, continue

To give us strength and compassion

To serve others less fortunate than us.

Amen”

3.) Dear Lord, You have created this wonderful world in which we find ourselves. Help us to live so that our gratitude and thanksgiving may be self-evident daily. We invoke Your grace upon us, with common purpose, symbolized in our Rotary motto: Service Above Self! Grant us the vision to see the needs of our fellow human beings that we may give ourselves in service to meet those needs. Strengthen our bodies with (this food and) fellowship here at these tables that we may go forth to, some day, achieve our common goal of Peace through Service. Amen.
4.) To the Powers on high  and with the wisdom surrounding  us, may it fill our hearts, minds, and body full of the Inspiration, the Knowledge, the Action, and the Perseverance  to Make Peace thru Service a lasting Peace that will be sustained for thousands of years.

Help each one of us and the community around us to unite, as we steer the future of Rotary in Service.  May our members stay at peace as we move them out of their comfort zones to expand membership,  set up new relationships with other organizations, focus on new generations, and seek, future visions while offering each the highest praise. 

Help focus our eyes, to see beyond our own thoughts, and into the thoughts of those who know no peace,  have no hope,  and see no way out.  Let us hear their needs like a ringing bell in the fog. 

To whom much is given, much is expected, thank YOU,  for giving us, so much.  May we live up to our quest, to make this a better world, Free of Polio, one where all the women, children, and the living are at peace. 
Amen

5.) God You give good tidings to the afflicted, You bind up the broken-hearted, You proclaim liberty to the captives . . .. we thank You for setting us into the family of Rotary, and for placing before all of us good opportunities for healing the afflicted, encouraging the broken-hearted, liberating those whose lives are limited.                  We thank You this day for our (food, our) fellowship, the vision and the inspiration being promised to us here. We thank You for the joy of serving together as we work to make our towns, our cities and our world all places where a good life can flourish in peace and in mutual understanding. By whatever name each of us calls You, gather our Invocations all together and use them to glorify Yourself and to enrich our spirits. Amen.

6.) Dear lord, I am growing older.  Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject.  Release me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful, but not moody, helpful but not bossy. Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places and tal​ents in unexpected people. And give me grace, O’ Lord, to tell them so! Amen.

3.) Rotary Minutes

Rotary Minute 1 – Ethics in Rotary
Sheldon and Business Ethics

Paul Harris devoted nearly an entire chapter of his second book to Arthur Sheldon, who helped to shape much of the early Rotary philosophy. Sheldon moved to Chicago after graduating from the University of Michigan, but found himself appalled by the business ethics that dominated Chicago, or rather lack of business ethics. He abruptly quit a good job because of the unethical things his employer expected of him. Sheldon argued that, not only can ethical business people survive in a community filled with unethical businesses, but they can prosper. Given a choice, people will always choose someone that they can trust. This principle, later formalized in the four-way test, quickly became a core element in Rotary philosophy. As Paul Harris wrote, 

“The doctrine of caveat emptor was, at the time, applied to the consumer. Ill will and distrust characterized the attitude of business toward competitors and the welfare of employees was given scant consideration. Sheldon noted, however, that there were certain conspicuous exceptions to the rule; that some of the most fair-minded and liberal business houses were the most successful, and he set out to study the principles which made for success. His studies led him to reverse his previous impressions and eventually to the conclusion that there was but one dependable route to permanent success, and that was the route of service.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, pages 95-96) Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary Minute 2 – Ethics in Rotary
Profit is Not Evil

Arthur Sheldon penned the phrase “He profits most who serves best” as a guiding principle of ethical conduct for Rotarians. The more cynical business people in Chicago argued that this was nothing more than a marketing ploy. It is a good bet that many of those cynical individuals conducted their business by other principles, instead of focusing on providing the best service possible. 

Paul Harris believed that Sheldon’s premise was the product of a person who believed in basic fairness above all else and that Sheldon would have been fair to his customers because it was the right thing to do. The fact that it was also a good business practice was a bonus. You could feel good about your fairness and make a profit because people wanted to do business with a fair individual. Paul Harris argued that there was no need to feel guilty about making a profit if you did so by providing a good product or service at a fair price. In fact, being ethical in business is such a wise business practice that, in time, those less inclined to ethical behavior will be forced to change their ways in order to compete with you. 

Rotary Minute 3 – Contentious Issues

You can often get a glimpse into the mindset of an era by looking at how people conducted themselves. The original members of the first Rotary Club felt that fellowship and goodwill was so important that they informally resolved to take steps to avoid any risk to their friendships, banning the discussion of topics that might have created controversy and hurt feelings. Paul Harris wrote,

“The 1905 members of the Rotary Club of Chicago, so valued the friendship of their fellow-members that they put a ban upon religious and political discussions, fearing that they might become disturbing factors, and they were richly rewarded for their foresight. There was plenty of dynamite in questions which might have been raised; but they were not raised. The formula was very simple; it read, ‘GO about your common tasks together, avoid discussions of dissentious subjects, and your reward will be friendship.’ The formula was worthy of adoption in much wider circles.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 59). Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary Minute 4 - Rotary and Religion

Rotary was a secular organization from its inception, largely because Paul Harris and the other early Rotarians felt it important to represent all faiths in their organization. However, being secular does not imply hostility to religion. Many clubs routinely include an invocation at the beginning of their meetings, and clubs routinely collaborate with churches to achieve common goals. As Paul Harris wrote,

“Religious organizations work in complete harmony with Rotary and many clubs in the smaller communities, where the facilities offered by hotels and restaurants are inadequate, have their luncheons or dinners in church parlors, where they are served the best of meals by the ladies of the church to whom the opportunity of earning money with which to support church activities, is welcome.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 65) Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org). 
Rotary  Minute 5 – The Ideal of Service

Paul Harris wrote, “What a privilege it is to be linked with one hundred and fifty thousand other men of more than eighty nations, differing in languages, customs, and historical back’ grounds; and yet alike in one respect—all businessmen, held together by a common ideal applicable to all phases of life, the ideal which is popularly known as the ideal of service.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 80)

In the more than 70 years since Paul Harris wrote these words, some things have changed, while others have remained the same. Rotary membership has grown by 800% in those 70+ years, and now both men and women share that common ideal. But the ideal of service, which is the core of Rotary, has not changed. Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).
Rotary  Minute 6 – Vocational Versus Community Service

Rotary has four Avenues of Service, but even today, community service dominates in many clubs. Although this state of affairs was distressing to many early Rotarians, who believed that vocational service was a natural for Rotary philosophy, the community projects that blossomed transformed many smaller towns. In many locales, Rotary members became the visionaries in the community—the people who believed that improvements were possible and proved it with their actions.  Paul Harris wrote,

“Two antagonistic schools of thought developed in the course of time. To the proponents of vocational service, the work seemed so important and so eminently adapted to Rotary, that they viewed with jealousy the ease with which community service monopolized the interest of many of the clubs, particularly in the smaller cities.
Hundreds of small towns and cities, all but dead so far as civic consciousness was concerned, took on new life and strove to make themselves the best and most progressive in the country. Boys’ bands sprung up wherever it was possible to take root. Boys’ camps were inaugurated. Languishing Chambers of Commerce revived, and new Chambers of Commerce organized where there had been none before. Rotarians were more than propagandists; they frequently constituted the entire working force. Those who could not contribute money, contributed labor.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 107)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 7 – Sparking Community Action
Community projects by local Rotary Clubs did much more than provide playgrounds, parks, or places to meet. They changed the attitudes of the people who made up the communities. Who knew that the spirit of Rotary would be so contagious? Rotarians started the process; the community kept it going. Paul Harris wrote,

There never had been such doings since barn-raising days. Not the least in importance, was the change in demeanor of the citizens. Years seemed to have been shaken off; they were boys again. Old grouches began to smile, and ancient feuds languished for want of sufficient animosity to keep the fires burning. Community service proved its worth.
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, pages 107-108)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 8 – The Case for a Community Focus

Many of the earliest Rotarians believed that the optimal focus for Rotary was on stimulating ethical conduct in businesses and professions. There was always a community focus as well, but that focus gained momentum when Rotary began expanding into smaller cities and towns, which often did not have the social and political structure for community action. Rotarians were the leaders of these communities, not just the leaders of their professions. Their leadership and vision changed their communities and cemented the role of Rotary in community service. It took decades for Rotary to settle on the current structure of multiple avenues of service rather than a single primary goal. Community service had proven its worth and therefore will always be a central part of Rotary.  Paul Harris wrote,

In the smaller towns and cities, the need of community service was manifested in every quarter. There was nothing abstruse about it; it called for action rather than study or the exercise of the imagination. To one who employed few, if any clerks or helpers, the employer-employee relationship seemed not a serious matter.
Certain leaders who were not adverse to community service, were nevertheless of the opinion that clubs should not participate as clubs; that they should go no further than to encourage their members to take part in community activities sponsored by other organizations, except in rare instances where there were no other organizations qualified to act; in which cases, Rotary clubs might take up the work until other agencies could be organized for the purpose.
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 110)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 9 – Going International

Not New, Just Better

Paul Harris Wrote, “Little which is worthwhile comes without effort. It could not be appreciated if it were so to come. Rotary was not the result of a stroke of genius; in fact, there is little if anything, even original about it. There is wisdom in the expression, ‘There is nothing new under the sun,’” (Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 73)

Rotary was the first service organization and the first organization of diverse members to go international, yet Paul Harris did not believe that its success was based on its originality. Instead, he attributed its success to the hard work of members, which is probably true even today. Rotary is special because Rotarians are special. They care, they act, and they give of themselves. That is the secret of our success, although admittedly, it is not much of a secret.

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 10 – The First Service Project

You would think that doing something for the community would be easy. People would be grateful to have their community improved. But the first service project of the first Rotary Club demonstrated that parochial interests often make public projects difficult, even projects that are provided free. Paul Harris wrote,

“… Rotary’s first public service … consisted of initiating and promulgating the establishment of public comfort stations in Chicago. Of all the multitudinous undertakings of Rotary, the writer cannot recall one more ambitious. Rotary’s first public undertaking resulted in the enrollment of every important civic organization in the city of Chicago, and also the city and county administrations, in its support. For more than two years, the battle against indifference, vested interests, and so forth continued until eventually Chicago’s first public comfort station was established on the northeastern corner of Washington and LaSalle streets. The greater significance however, was in the fact that it was the precursor of thousands of similar services rendered by Rotarians throughout the world. Its lesser significance is to be found in the fact that the Rotary Club was raised to the rank of a civic organization in Chicago, to be counted on, henceforth, as an asset in the city. The head of the Y.M.C.A. expressed the prevailing sentiment when he said, ‘The Rotary Club of Chicago has now shown reason for its existence.’”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, pages 75-76)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 11 – Becoming International

We think of Rotary as synonymous with RI (Rotary International), but of course, it was not an international organization until it had its first club from a country other than the USA. That first club from outside the United States was Winnipeg, Canada, which established a Rotary Club in November of 1910. That may be the date on which Rotary became international, but as Paul Harris noted, Rotary was thinking internationally long before then.  Paul Harris wrote.

“It takes more than one swallow to make a summer, but one Canadian Rotary club sufficed to internationalize Rotary. In fact, the fever was at the time running so high that it is questionable whether even the inclusion of Winnipeg was necessary; Rotary simply had to become international somehow.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, page 86)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 12 – A Beehive of Activity

They say the devil is in the details. The growth of Rotary International was largely due to how well the details were handled in those early years by Ches Perry, Rotary International’s first secretary. With unbounded energy and love of all things Rotary, Ches recruited and organized an incredibly effective RI staff, which not only effectively managed Rotary’s growth, but also helped to inspire it.  Paul Harris wrote,

A recent visitor at headquarters expressed himself as follows: “I found the whole staff of Rotary International in action, nearly a hundred strong and it’s the nearest thing to a beehive I ever saw among humans. Here is the throbbing heart of Rotary, the great central organ that pumps the constant, pulsing stream of Rotary achievement and ideals into eighty countries of the world. And here is the vortex where that life-blood comes back to be translated and enriched with direction and inspiration before it goes back into circulation. Mail comes in and goes out mountain-high, much of it in foreign tongues; cables and telegrams flutter like birds; yet with all that high-pressure there is a cordial, friendly feeling of team work and pride in the job. It is the practice, rather than the exception, for the staff of Rotary International to give up Saturdays, Sundays and holidays to the work they feel must be cleared. They preach service, they live it, and they give it. And with full appreciation to a hundred loyal hearts who assist him it is only fair to say that the prime credit for the incredible performance belongs to Chesley R. Perry, Secretary of Rotary International.
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, pages 101-102)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 13 - A Preview of Polio Plus

There is perhaps no greater single achievement in Rotary than Polio Plus, which has all but eliminated this dreaded disease. However, Rotary’s concern for the crippling diseases of childhood date back long before Polio Plus, as noted by Paul Harris in his 1935 book, This Rotarian Age.

A splendid citizen of Elyria, Ohio, came into Rotary bringing his own pet propaganda with him. In fact, he made application for membership in the Rotary Club of Elyria for the express purpose of getting the backing of Rotarians for his enterprise; the care, cure, and education of crippled children. To write the story of Edgar Allen is to record one of the greatest humanitarian achievements of all time. His selection of Rotary as an agency through which to secure for such unfortunates the birthrights to which they were entitled was a high honor to the movement. Acting mainly through Rotarians, the International Society for Crippled Children has brought about the organization of more than forty state and provincial societies to promote the interests of crippled children. [This program was the precursor to the March of Dimes.]
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, pages 108-109)

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary  Minute 14 – Early Bitter Disputes

Paul Harris wrote, “Boy work [programs for troubled children, who were almost exclusively boys] and crippled children work zealots were not content to be dismissed with a theory or with charges of insincerity. They were not interested in refinement of reasoning. To them, service was the ideal, and the role of the propagandist seemed an attempt to avoid responsibility. They had no fears of things being overdone. What they did fear was that splendid opportunities for service might be lost and that Rotary might eventually become merely another banquet-eating, cigar-smoking, song-singing, speech-making, back-slapping aggregation of clubs. They had no orthodoxy other than the orthodoxy of service. They were willing to leave preaching to the preachers; they wanted to do things here and now, and wanted fellow-members to join with them.”
(Paul Harris, This Rotarian Age, pages 110-111)

Modern Rotarians are often surprised by the bitterness of some of the early disputes about the role of Rotary in society. They expect that an organization that has always been dedicated to service will somehow live in harmony. However, organizations are made up of people, and people do not always agree. Paul Harris readily acknowledged the bitter internal disputes that occupied Rotary in its early years. These disputes were not confined to logical arguments, but sometimes involved attacks on motivations, which seems in retrospect to be very un-Rotary-like. However, despite their intensity, the spirit of fellowship and service shared by all of the disagreeing parties kept them talking until a compromise could be reached. That compromise involves a commitment to the multiple avenues of service that characterizes modern Rotary clubs. It also demonstrates the value of another core principle of Rotary. When people of different cultures, professions, and perspectives commit to fellowship above all else, even the most egregious differences have the possibility of resolution.

Reprinted by permission of the Rotary Global History Fellowship from the Newsletter Nuggets Section of “What Paul Harris Wrote” (www.whatpaulharriswrote.org).

Rotary Minute 15 – Important Dates in Rotary

1905: Chicago attorney Paul P. Harris convenes the first Rotary meeting in Chicago. 

1907: The Rotary Club of Chicago calls a meeting of civic organizations to establish a committee for installing city comfort stations, or public toilets, to improve sanitation. Paul Harris later wrote in his book. "In common with my fellow members, I had learned to place emphasis on the giving rather than the getting," 
1919: The oldest Rotary club in our district is chartered, the Rotary Club of Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada.

1924: The modern Rotary emblem, a new version of the gearwheel first adopted in 1918, is adopted.  The redesigned logo has a more realistic gearwheel with a keyway.

1924:  Randolph Rotary receives its Charter.

1925: First and only Inter-State club in our district: Rotary Club of Woodsville, NH/Wells River, VT
1935: Rotary International’s First International Club is in our district (7850.}  The Boundary Club (US and Canada)
1943: Rotary International officially adopts The Four-Way Test,

1945: A group of 49 Rotarians help draft the United Nations Charter.

1985: Rotary launches PolioPlus to fund the operational, social mobilization, and training efforts required to eradicate polio. 

1987: Women join Rotary. On 4 May, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that Rotary International may not exclude women from membership based on gender. Hundreds of women across the United States are admitted to Rotary. The club that started the legal battle, the Rotary Club of Duarte, California, is reinstated after its termination in 1978 for admitting women.

1995: The first women begin their terms of service as district governors.

2002: Europe is declared polio-free 
Rotary Minute 16  – Martin Luther King, Birmingham Speech

Eulogy for the Martyred Children (paraphrased)
given September 18, 1963. Birmingham, Ala.

This afternoon we gather in the quiet of this sanctuary to pay our last tribute of respect to these beautiful children of God. They entered the stage of history just a few years ago, and in the brief years that they were privileged to act on this mortal stage, they played their parts exceedingly well. Now the curtain falls; they move through the exit; the drama of their earthly life comes to a close. They are now committed back to that eternity from which they came.

…  they have something to say to each of us in their death. They have something to say to every minister of the gospel who has remained silent behind the safe security of stained-glass windows. They have something to say to every politician who has fed his constituents with the stale bread of hatred and the spoiled meat of racism. …  They have something to say to every Negro who has passively accepted the evil system of segregation and who has stood on the sidelines in a mighty struggle for justice. They say to each of us, black and white alike, that we must substitute courage for caution. They say to us that we must be concerned not merely about who murdered them, but about the system, the way of life, the philosophy which produced the murderers. Their death says to us that we must work passionately and unrelentingly for the realization of the American dream. 

…For the bereaved families? It is almost impossible to say anything that can console you at this difficult hour and remove the deep clouds of disappointment which are floating in your mental skies. But I hope you can find a little consolation from the universality of this experience. Death comes to every individual. There is an amazing democracy about death. It is not aristocracy for some of the people, but a democracy for all of the people. Kings die and beggars die; rich men and poor men die; old people die and young people die. Death comes to the innocent and it comes to the guilty. Death is the irreducible common denominator of all men. 

Life is hard, at times as hard as crucible steel. It has its bleak and difficult moments. Like the ever-flowing waters of the river, life has its moments of drought and its moments of flood. Like the ever-changing cycle of the seasons, life has the soothing warmth of its summers and the piercing chill of its winters. But if one will hold on, he will discover that God walks with him, and that God is able to lift you from the fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of hope and transform dark and desolate valleys into sunlit paths of inner peace.

And so today, you do not walk alone. You gave to this world wonderful children. They didn’t live long lives, but they lived meaningful lives. Their lives were distressingly small in quantity, but glowingly large in quality. And no greater tribute can be paid to you as parents, and no greater epitaph can come to them as children, than where they died and what they were doing when they died. … They died between the sacred walls of the church of God and they were discussing the eternal meaning of love. This stands out as a beautiful, beautiful thing for all generations. Shakespeare had Horatio to say some beautiful words as he stood over the dead body of Hamlet. And today, as I stand over the remains of these beautiful, darling girls, I paraphrase the words of Shakespeare Good night, sweet princesses. Good night, those who symbolize a new day. And may the flight of angels take thee to thy eternal rest. God bless you.

On Sunday, 15th September, 1963, a white man was seen getting out of a white and turquoise Chevrolet car and placing a box under the steps of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham Alabama. Soon afterwards, at 10.22 a.m., the bomb exploded killing Denise McNair (11), Addie Mae Collins (14), Carole Robertson (14) and Cynthia Wesley (14). The four girls had been attending Sunday school classes at the church. Twenty-three other people were also hurt by the blast.

Rotary Minute 17 – Life of Paul Harris #1

Paul P. Harris was born on 19 April 1868 in Racine, Wisconsin. When Paul was about 3, he and his older brother, Cecil, were sent to live with their paternal grandparents in Wallingford, Vermont. 

He was a mischievous child and an itinerant student. He "had no objection to reading - assuming that the reading be something sensible" and "did not consider Pilgrim’s Progress nor Plutarch’s Lives in that category," 

He attended primary school in Wallingford and secondary school in Rutland, where he often played pranks and skipped class. He also attended Black River Academy in Ludlow but was expelled after only a few weeks.

After attending Vermont Military Academy, Harris enrolled at the University of Vermont in Burlington. In December 1886, he and three others were expelled for their conduct as members of an underground society. Paul wrote, 

“I ably assisted in the organization of an underground society “for the subjugation of unruly freshmen.” The operations of this clandestine organization gave new color to life at the University. President Buckham became conscious of the change and banished four of the organization's most faithful workers from college. I was one of the four. I was not guilty of the particular atrocity for which I was expelled but my conduct richly deserved the punishment.”

Harris spent the spring with a private tutor his grandfather paid for, and in the fall of 1887, he began his studies anew at Princeton University. 

Rotary Minute 18 – Gettysburg address by Lincoln ( 12 Feb birthday)

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.
Abraham Lincoln
November 19, 1863
