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BH	
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A	
  Fortnight	
  Exchange	
  Between	
  Central	
  
Massachuse7s	
  District	
  7910	
  and	
  England’s	
  

Districts	
  1110,	
  1140	
  and	
  1250	
  

•  Host	
  a	
  Bri+sh	
  Rotarian	
  couple	
  for	
  3	
  to	
  4	
  days	
  in	
  
the	
  fall	
  of	
  2015	
  

•  Show	
  them	
  your	
  favorite	
  places	
  
• Make	
  friendships	
  that	
  will	
  last	
  for	
  years	
  
•  Become	
  eligible	
  for	
  a	
  free†	
  2	
  week	
  trip	
  to	
  
England	
  in	
  2016	
  (†excluding	
  airfare)	
  

•  Smoking	
  is	
  something	
  that	
  is	
  enjoyed	
  by	
  fewer	
  
and	
  fewer	
  people.	
  Please	
  respect	
  your	
  guests'	
  
wishes,	
  especially	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  nonsmokers.	
  Similarly,	
  
pets	
  and	
  young	
  children,	
  while	
  welcome,	
  must	
  be	
  a	
  
posi+ve	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  experience.	
  

•  If	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  first-­‐+me	
  host	
  you	
  may	
  find	
  it	
  useful	
  
to	
  talk	
  with	
  someone	
  who	
  has	
  hosted	
  before.	
  Every	
  
new	
  host	
  is	
  apprehensive	
  about	
  bringing	
  
"strangers"	
  into	
  their	
  homes,	
  and	
  every	
  host	
  ends	
  
up	
  loving	
  the	
  experience.	
  A	
  list	
  of	
  all	
  par+cipa+ng	
  
hosts	
  is	
  available	
  for	
  your	
  
reference	
  in	
  this	
  regard.	
  

•  They	
  are	
  YOUR	
  guests	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  responsible	
  
for	
  their	
  food	
  and	
  entertainment	
  expenses	
  during	
  
your	
  period.	
  However,	
  it's	
  up	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  
individual	
  lifestyle	
  as	
  to	
  whether	
  you	
  have	
  your	
  
meals	
  in	
  or	
  out,	
  where	
  you	
  will	
  sightsee	
  or	
  what	
  you	
  
choose	
  to	
  do	
  to	
  entertain	
  your	
  Guests.	
  Many	
  of	
  the	
  
English	
  Rotarians	
  come	
  prepared	
  with	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  
things	
  they	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  see	
  and	
  do,	
  and	
  others	
  
leave	
  all	
  the	
  decisions	
  up	
  to	
  you,	
  their	
  gracious	
  
hosts.	
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History	
  

It	
  all	
  began	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  of	
  1973.	
  The	
  late	
  
FRANK	
  BANDEY,	
  incoming	
  District	
  Governor	
  of	
  
District	
  114,	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.A.	
  for	
  the	
  
Assembly	
  at	
  Lake	
  Placid.	
  While	
  he	
  was	
  there	
  he	
  
was	
  invited	
  to	
  ahend	
  the	
  50th	
  Anniversary	
  
celebra+ons	
  of	
  the	
  Rotary	
  Club	
  of	
  Dedham	
  in	
  
Massachusehs.	
  He	
  and	
  his	
  wife	
  were	
  hosted	
  by	
  
the	
  late	
  BILL	
  HEFLER,	
  a	
  member	
  and	
  Past	
  
President	
  of	
  that	
  Club	
  and	
  his	
  wife.	
  	
  

In	
  October	
  1973	
  the	
  American	
  couple	
  came	
  to	
  
England	
  and	
  Bill	
  spoke	
  at	
  the	
  District	
  114	
  
Conference	
  held	
  in	
  Jersey.	
  Ahending	
  a	
  
discussion	
  at	
  the	
  Interna+onal	
  Group	
  Mee+ng,	
  
he	
  learned	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  +me	
  of	
  the	
  'contact	
  
club'	
  arrangements	
  in	
  Europe.	
  He	
  became	
  very	
  
interested	
  in	
  this	
  concept	
  and	
  suggested	
  that	
  
similar	
  exchanges	
  should	
  he	
  arranged	
  with	
  
American	
  clubs;	
  but	
  having	
  a	
  dis+nctly	
  
voca+onal	
  aspect.	
  Bill	
  originally	
  suggested	
  
exchanges	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  Districts	
  791	
  (now	
  
7910	
  -­‐	
  around	
  the	
  Boston	
  area)	
  and	
  114	
  (now	
  
1140	
  and	
  1250).	
  

It	
  took	
  four	
  years	
  to	
  set	
  up,	
  but	
  in	
  October,	
  
1977	
  11	
  Rotarians	
  (and	
  their	
  partners)	
  lek	
  
these	
  sunlit	
  climes	
  for	
  Boston,	
  District	
  791	
  and	
  
"New	
  England	
  in	
  the	
  Fall":	
  the	
  first	
  ever	
  
BANDEY-­‐HEFLER	
  Exchange	
  visit.	
  From	
  Logan	
  
Airport	
  these	
  hardy	
  Brits	
  were	
  transported	
  to	
  
Milton	
  (the	
  Heflers’	
  home	
  town)	
  where	
  they	
  
were	
  met	
  by	
  100	
  Rotarians	
  and	
  their	
  wives.	
  A	
  
great	
  welcoming	
  party	
  ensued	
  and	
  set	
  the	
  
standard	
  of	
  generosity	
  and	
  convivial	
  fellowship	
  
that	
  endures	
  to	
  this	
  day.	
  

Fellowship	
  Exchange	
  Format	
  

The	
  inten+on	
  was	
  that,	
  accompanied	
  by	
  their	
  
spouses,	
  each	
  Rotarian	
  would	
  stay	
  with	
  a	
  
Rotarian	
  of	
  similar	
  voca+on	
  and	
  his	
  family.	
  
During	
  their	
  two-­‐week	
  stay	
  all	
  the	
  Brits	
  changed	
  
homes	
  four	
  +mes,	
  the	
  idea	
  being	
  to	
  ensure	
  
circula+on	
  and	
  to	
  meet	
  as	
  many	
  families	
  as	
  
possible.	
  The	
  visitors	
  also	
  found	
  it	
  interes+ng	
  to	
  
see	
  the	
  different	
  way	
  in	
  which	
  Rotary	
  Club	
  
mee+ngs	
  are	
  conducted	
  in	
  America.	
  

This	
  Massachusehs	
  trip	
  was	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  visit	
  
of	
  13	
  American	
  couples	
  to	
  England	
  in	
  
September/October	
  1978.	
  

Those	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  fortunate	
  enough	
  to	
  
par+cipate	
  in	
  these	
  exchanges	
  have	
  no	
  doubt	
  
that	
  it	
  is	
  Interna+onal	
  Rotary	
  in	
  ac+on	
  and	
  at	
  its	
  
very	
  best.	
  The	
  original	
  basic	
  format	
  has	
  been	
  
retained	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  possible;	
  although	
  voca+onal	
  
pairing	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  prac+cal	
  to	
  any	
  significant	
  
degree.	
  The	
  emphasis	
  is	
  now	
  very	
  much	
  based	
  
on	
  interna+onal	
  fellowship	
  –	
  the	
  enjoyment	
  that	
  
comes	
  from	
  mee+ng	
  new	
  friends	
  in	
  different	
  
surroundings.	
  

Host	
  Responsibili<es	
  

To	
  become	
  a	
  host	
  is	
  a	
  truly	
  rewarding	
  experience	
  
but	
  also	
  one	
  that	
  requires	
  a	
  commitment	
  of	
  +me	
  
and	
  money	
  for	
  the	
  3	
  or	
  4	
  days.	
  You	
  and	
  your	
  
partner	
  (or	
  just	
  yourself	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  single	
  and	
  
choose	
  to	
  do	
  it	
  solo)	
  are	
  in	
  for	
  a	
  fantas+c	
  +me.	
  

•  Both	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  spouse/friend	
  are	
  expected	
  
to	
  spend	
  meaningful	
  +me	
  with	
  the	
  guests	
  and	
  be	
  
involved	
  in	
  the	
  planning	
  and	
  entertaining	
  of	
  the	
  
visitors.	
  Hosts	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  devote	
  full	
  +me	
  to	
  
their	
  guests	
  during	
  the	
  visit.	
  Try	
  to	
  forget	
  about	
  
work	
  for	
  a	
  few	
  days	
  and	
  give	
  yourselves	
  a	
  chance	
  
to	
  really	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  one	
  another.	
  

•  BE	
  YOURSELF!	
  No	
  maher	
  what	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  
experienced	
  in	
  England	
  or	
  what	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  
heard	
  of	
  their	
  customs,	
  please	
  remember	
  that	
  our	
  
visitors	
  are	
  here	
  to	
  become	
  acquainted	
  with	
  our	
  
“American	
  Way	
  of	
  Life”	
  and	
  to	
  make	
  new	
  and	
  
las+ng	
  friendships.	
  

•  Allow	
  your	
  guests	
  to	
  REST	
  and	
  RELAX.	
  While	
  
there	
  will	
  be	
  many	
  places	
  to	
  go	
  and	
  things	
  you	
  
want	
  them	
  to	
  see,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  that	
  everyone	
  
has	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  nap,	
  put	
  up	
  their	
  feet,	
  and	
  
otherwise	
  catch	
  up	
  with	
  jet	
  lag	
  and	
  a	
  very	
  busy	
  
visitor	
  pace.	
  

•  Be	
  prepared	
  to	
  help	
  your	
  English	
  guests	
  with	
  
money	
  exchange,	
  if	
  needed.	
  Your	
  guest	
  may	
  want	
  
to	
  pay	
  for	
  a	
  meal,	
  but	
  expenses	
  during	
  the	
  visit	
  are	
  
generally	
  born	
  by	
  the	
  host	
  couples.	
  

•  Be	
  sure	
  to	
  offer	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  your	
  washer	
  and	
  
dryer	
  and	
  give	
  instruc+ons	
  on	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  these	
  
appliances.	
  Allow	
  +me	
  in	
  your	
  schedule	
  for	
  laundry	
  
and	
  similar	
  necessi+es	
  to	
  be	
  done,	
  a	
  trip	
  to	
  a	
  local	
  
beauty	
  shop	
  at	
  mid-­‐trip	
  is	
  oken	
  appreciated,	
  so	
  be	
  
sure	
  to	
  ask.	
  


