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RYLA is a great membership opportunity
By Tom Sturiale

(This article ran originally in the July 4, 2016 issue.)
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Our district completed another successful Rotary Youth Leadership Awards event last June at Fitchburg State University, with 188 high school sophomores attending from more than 40 schools. These enthusiastic, energetic and creative kids attended an incredible series of training and education events over a three-day period. Each year, a group of 25 to 30 of the RYLAns are selected as group leaders to train the next year’s RYLAns. Of those, a select few are chosen to supervise the group leaders the following year. The graduation and awards ceremony was held on the final afternoon and more 400 parents and Rotarians were in attendance.

Just think about this for a moment. The implications are enormous. Our Rotary district has provided leadership training for almost 4,000 high school students during the past 20 years. We have invested almost $500,000 in this effort. The RYLA training program has evolved into a highly sophisticated training and educational program. We have impacted more than 40 schools and communities, myriad teachers and administrators, 8,000 parents and, most importantly, 4,000 students! For all those Rotarians who have not participated in the RYLA program, I strongly suggest you avail yourself of the opportunity. It is simply an exciting and exhilarating experience. And for those Rotarians who have spent countless hours planning and executing the RYLA program, congratulations on a job well done!

What are the implications for membership in Rotary? Think about the numbers and the contacts mentioned above and the time span. Does your club maintain a database of all the RYLA students you have sponsored over the years as well as of their parents, teachers and school administrators? Have we communicated and advertised the RYLA program and its benefits to our communities and the schools? Have we invited the RYLAns back to our clubs to talk about their experiences? Have we maintained e-mail or Facebook communication links to all these folks over the years? Think of how many of our RYLAns have graduated from college, or completed their military tours, or started businesses, or started families and returned to settle in the Central Massachusetts area. Have any of the RYLAns, their parents, teachers or school administrators been invited to join Rotary during the past 20 years? 

RYLA represents one of the best manifestations of the Rotary Way – the training of youth.  It also presents us with a rich field of prospective Rotarians. 

We should take more advantage of RYLA.

Tom Sturiale, chair of District 7910's Visioning Committee and vice chair of its Membership Committee, may be reached at tsturiale36@gmail.com.

Documents for October 2016 Membership Workshops, in PDF format:
· Participant Comments
· Introductory Notes for Moderators
· Sessions Discussion Points
· Rotary Membership-Development Ideas Sites
To learn about the October 2016 Membership Workshops, click here.

For more information on Rotary memberships:
· Rotary Individual Membership Application - Word Format
· Rotary Corporate Membership Application - Word Format
· Rotary Corporate Membership Opportunity - Word Format
· Rotary Corporate Membership Information - Word Format
September & October 2016 'Membership Corner' articles:
· September 5: Corporate memberships In Rotary
· September 19: What are our Rotary objectives? Membership! Membership! Membership!
· September 26: Rotary club objectives
· October 3: A review of membership best practices from eight of our clubs
· October 10: Membership Workshops start on October 24
· October 31: Membership Workshops recap
· To read previous articles for Rotary 2016-2017, click here.

[image: https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000050053/Images/Rotary-Membership-Guide---Cover-Logo---Text-Image.jpg]"A Rotary Membership Guide" is a collection of "Membership Corner" articles written for this weekly newsletter during the 2015-2016 Rotary year, which began last July 1. It is intended to offer an idea or thought each week aimed at stimulating discussions, questions and actions to effectively increase membership at all our clubs. Click here, to download this 52-page "Guide," in Word format.
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