Polio Eradication Campaign:  In 1985, Rotary International began raising funds in an effort to eliminate Polio worldwide. Polio has not been a problem in the United States for many years, but this is not the case in many developing countries. By partnering with the World Health Organization and other government and private groups, Rotary International has achieved a 99 percent reduction of Polio worldwide. Our local Rotary Club of Nashoba Valley will be organizing the 2nd Annual Purple Pinky Day at our school so Nashoba Regional School District and your family can be part of the solution.
Rotary’s Polio Ambassadors
We are now “This Close” to achieving a polio-free world, and many public figures and celebrities have signed on to help Rotary spread the word.  More than 40 world figures and celebrities  including Bill Gates, Archie Panjabi, Psy, Jackie Chan, Ziggy Marley, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Jane Goodall, Amanda Peet, and Jack Nicklaus are taking part in Rotary’s “This Close” campaign. We are “This Close” to ending polio—all we need is you. 
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 Polio Facts: The following facts are from http://www.historyofvaccines.org/content/timelines/polio
6/17/1894

First U.S. Polio Epidemic

The first major documented polio outbreak in the United States occurred in Rutland County, Vermont. Eighteen deaths and 132 cases of permanent paralysis were reported.
1905

Contagious Nature of Polio Discovered
1908

Poliovirus Identified
6/17/1916

New York City Polio Epidemic

More than 2000 people would die in New York City alone. Across the United States in 1916, polio took the lives of about 6,000 people, leaving thousands more paralyzed.
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8/8/1921

Polio Strikes FDR
Future U.S. president, fell ill with what most historians think was polio.  
Roosevelt’s illness left his legs paralyzed for life. He avoided being photographed in 
his wheelchair, however, and used braces and canes to appear to walk.
1929

The Iron Lung
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Philip Drinker, PhD (1894-1972) and Charles McKhann, MD (1898-1988), at 

Boston Children's and Harvard published a paper describing successful use

of an artificial respirator for patients suffering from paralytic polio. 
1/30/1934

Roosevelt's Birthday Celebrations

First of many annual Birthday Balls to commemorate Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s birthday and to raise money for polio research. The dance contests were enormously successful and led to Roosevelt’s creation of the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis in 1938.
1935

Early Polio Vaccine Trials

This year, two separate teams were at work developing and testing a polio vaccine. Both projects came to disastrous ends.
1938

March of Dimes Born

An enormous fundraising effort began when entertainer Eddie Cantor suggested on the radio that people send dimes to President Roosevelt at the White House to help fight polio. Within a few weeks, people had mailed 2,680,000 dimes to the President.
1948

Koprowski Tests Polio Vaccine on Himself

He and his assistant, who also took the vaccine, seemed to suffer no ill effects.
1949

Bodian Finds Three Types of Poliovirus
1/28/1949

Breakthrough in Culturing Viruses

In Boston, the team of John Enders, PhD (1897-1985), Thomas Weller, MD (1915-2008), and Frederick Robbins, MD (1916-2003), showed that they could grow polioviruses in non-nervous tissue—namely human embryonic skin and muscle tissue. Enders’s findings would lead the way to simpler, less expensive methods of producing large quantities of virus for study and eventually vaccine production.
2/27/1950

Koprowski Tests Polio Vaccine on Children

Researcher Hilary Koprowski at Lederle Laboratories conducted the first human trial of his attenuated oral poliovirus vaccine at a New York State facility for intellectually disabled children and children with epilepsy. Many thought that the move to testing a live vaccine in human subjects was premature, and some objected to testing the vaccine on institutionalized children, though the practice was frequent in this era.
1952

Polio Cases Surge

57,628 polio cases were reported in the United States in 1952, more than 21,000 of them paralytic cases. This epidemic heightened parents’ fears of the disease and focused public awareness on the need for a vaccine.
1952

Salk Begins Early Polio Vaccine Tests

Salk and team, with the support of the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, began its first tests on humans of their killed-virus polio vaccine. The subjects were resident children in institutions for the disabled and retarded. 
5/16/1953

Salk Gives Vaccine to His Family

Salk injected himself, his wife, and their three sons with his experimental poliovirus vaccine.
4/25/1954

Massive Polio Vaccine Trial Begins in U.S.

The Vaccine Advisory Committee approved a field test of Salk’s polio vaccine. The trial began the next day, with the vaccination of thousands of schoolchildren. 
4/12/1955

Polio Vaccine Results Announced

The vaccine was said to be 80-90% effective against paralytic polio. The U.S. government licensed Salk’s vaccine later this same day. 
1979

Rotary clubs take on a project to buy and help deliver polio vaccine to more than six million children in the Philippines.
1985
Goal Set for Polio Eradication in the Americas by Pan American Health Organization
A campaign to achieve polio eradication in the Americas by 1990. Its original goal of 1990 would not be met, but polio would be eradicated from the region four years later.
1985

Rotary International launches PolioPlus, the first and largest internationally coordinated private-sector support of a public health initiative, with an initial pledge of US$120 million.
1988

Global Polio Eradication Initiative

The World Health Assembly voted to launch a global polio eradication initiative. At the time, polio was endemic in 125 countries. The initiative called for the eradication of the disease by the year 2000.
1988

Rotarians raise US$247 million for PolioPlus, more than double their fundraising goal of $120 million.

The World Health Assembly passes a resolution to eradicate polio, setting up the launch of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. More than 125 countries are polio-endemic.
9/29/1994

Polio Declared Eliminated from the Americas
1997

Massive Vaccination Efforts in India

On a single January day in 1997, health workers vaccinated 127 million children against polio in India, a country struggling to control the disease. The following year, another 134 million would be vaccinated in a single day.
1998

Polio Immunization Efforts in Sudan

Although parts of Sudan had weak infrastructures and areas of ongoing armed conflict, the first National Immunization Days against polio began in the country in February. Later that year, the first National Immunization Days were also held in Somalia, a country with conflict and infrastructure problems similar to Sudan’s.
2000

A Return to Salk's Vaccine in the U.S.
6/21/2002

Polio Eradicated in Europe

Fourteen years after the launch of the global eradication program, the World Health Organization declared polio eradicated in Europe.
2003

Number of Polio-Endemic Countries Dwindles

By the end of 2003, the disease had been eradicated in so many countries (including Somalia) that only six remained on the list: Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Niger, Pakistan, and Nigeria. Of all of the cases reported in 2003, 90% of them occurred in just three of those countries: India, Pakistan, and Nigeria.
1/15/2004

Geneva Declaration on Polio Signed

On January 15, 2004, representatives from the six remaining polio-endemic countries (Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Niger, Pakistan and Nigeria) signed the Geneva Declaration for the Eradication of Poliomyelitis, committing themselves to “successfully implementing intensified polio immunization activities to stop transmission of the poliovirus by the end of 2004.”
2005

Polio Goal Unmet

The goal of the Geneva Declaration signed in 2004 would not be met. Polio remained circulating at the end of 2004 in four of the six previously endemic countries. Egypt and Niger, however, would make it through 2005 without a single reported case of indigenous polio, and by January 2006, the list of polio-endemic countries would be down to four.
11/26/2007

$200M Pledged to Fight Polio

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation gave a $100 million grant to Rotary International to combat polio. Rotary International promised to match the grant over a three-year period, for a total of $200 million to be used in the global eradication campaign.
2013

Syrian Crisis Creates Foothold for Polio

The political crisis in the Syrian Arab Republic, with its disruption of health programs and the displacement of millions of people, led to the reappearance of polio. Syria had not seen polio since 1999 prior to these outbreaks, which began in early fall 2013. The WHO launched an intensive emergency immunization drive to try to control the spread of the disease. By the end of 2013, 25 polio cases had been reported. The virus implicated in the Syrian outbreaks was similar to strains continuing to circulate in Pakistan.

3/27/2014

South-East Asia Region Polio-Free

The World Health Organization certified the South-East Asia Region polio-free on March 27, 2014. The region includes Bangladesh, Bhutan, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Timor-Leste. In 2011, India was the last country of these countries to report a case of disease from wild poliovirus.
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