Hello, Everyone! Happy Fall! As most of you know, the fight to eliminate polio from this world is very real for me. Here is an interesting and very relevant history of District 7950’s immersion into the Fight to Eradicate Polio. Thank you, Past Governor Lou for sharing this with us.
WORLD POLIO ELIMINATION DAY OCTOBER 24

BY: LOU MARCIANO

In the year 1985, President of Rotary International, Dr. Carlo Canseco, convinced 

his Board of Directors that it was time for Rotary to take on a big challenge that would help humanity. A physician from South America, Canseco had worked with his incoming Directors in 1984, on his idea to try to eliminate Poliomyelitis (Polio) from the earth. Until this very day in 2020, the only disease that has been taken from the earth is Smallpox. That occurred in 1978, with a declaration from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that no cases had occurred for a two-year period. That stands as a single landmark in our world of health efforts.

Conseco convened a meeting of the United Nations, UNICEF, the World Health Organization, and CDCP. After much discussion, many believed it impossible for the many reason. Funding was exorbitant. It would take at least 115 million dollars to immunize all newborn babies born in the start up year. Where would it come from? Then more would be needed for each succeeding year. It would take a huge manpower pool to do the immunizations. Who would share the expense? How would records be kept? How would the vaccine be protected from heat and cold? There were other problems, also.
Canseco’s reply to the funding was that he would challenge all Rotarians around the world (1,250,000 members) to make donations and provide the manpower to and to administer the vaccine. (Two drops at 4 intervals at that time). These would be the Sabin oral prevention.

A device would be invented to protect the vaccine from weather. Rotarians would also work with CDCP and WHO to collect data and records. Finally, all of the committee agreed to work with Rotary on a trial basis. It was determined that it would take five years to get ready.
In mid 1985, Rotarians around the world began their search for the funds. Each of the 512 Districts around the world set up their committees. District 7950, (24 clubs in RI and 44 in Southeastern MA) was chaired by Jerry Dacey of the Quincy club. In three years, the district accumulated more than $950,000. At the 1988 International Convention, held in Philadelphia, a surprise announcement was made that more than $245 million dollars had been pledged and collected. A decision was made to begin immunizations that year.
History has been made. And by the turn of the century, in the year 2000, one hundred and twenty-five countries had been declared Polio Free. The extraordinary efforts of Rotarians, CDCP, and WHO, along with funding from many governments around the world, fundraisers continue efforts in third world countries that were not well organized. At the time of this writing, there are just two countries still struggling to be polio free, Afghanistan and Pakistan, which have had a total of just 20 or so cases this year. Recently, our International Chairman of the Rotary Foundation, Ravi Ravindran, and Polio Coordinator, Mike McFarland, met with the President of Pakistan to lay out a cleanup plan. 

In 1985, statistics showed that more than 350,000 new cases were occurring each year, so it is truly amazing that we are now at this figure. It has not been easy or inexpensive. To date at least two billion dollars has been invested. Fortunately, a few years ago, the Malinda and Bill Gates Foundation was responsible for contributions of one billion dollars. Bill’s father is a Rotarian and was responsible for that avenue of funding.

Currently, the Gates’ are matching Rotarians’ donations with two dollars for each dollar collected. 
It is estimated that at least eighteen million children have walked the earth who would have been crippled or would have died from the disease. In the USA, we have been polio free for about forty years. We still use the Salk vaccine, which is administered by injection. Rotary’s program uses the Sabin vaccine which is easily administered by mouth. Both have been very successful for prevention.

Every Rotarian has set a goal for collecting necessary funds. The program must continue in every country every year for all newborn babies. Consider that India was once the most devastated county for Polio but has been polio free for more than four years. They have a population of over one billion people, second only to China’s 1.4 billion.
For the past several years, a Providence Bruins hockey game has contributed $5 for each ticket sold by Rotarians. PDG Charlie Murphy started that program when he was Governor.

John Begg, Governor 1993-94 was instrumental in establishing a committee for our district. Under his leadership, we had a great conclusion to the major fundraiser. I had the good fortune to chair that committee for 17 years, until my wife became seriously ill. We have had several chairs since, all of whom have “pushed” for donations. Many new Rotarians do not know this history. 
Please make every effort to make this pandemic year a special effort year to raise more than $50,000 for Polio elimination. We can do it.

PDG Lou Marciano, lou7950@aol.com

