
These principles have been developed over the years to provide Rotarians with a strong, common 

purpose and direction. They serve as a foundation for our relationships with each other  

and the action we take in the world. 

Object	of	Rotary	
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 

particular, to encourage and foster: 

• FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

• SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness 

of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

• THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 

life; 

• FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world 

fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

 

The	Four-Way	Test	
The Four-Way Test is a nonpartisan and nonsectarian ethical guide for Rotarians to use for their personal and 

professional relationships. The test has been translated into more than 100 languages, and Rotarians recite it 

at club meetings: 

Of the things we think, say or do 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

 

 

 

Avenues	of	Service	
We channel our commitment to service at home and abroad through five Avenues of Service, which are the foundation 

of club activity. 
 

1. Club Service focuses on making clubs strong. A thriving club is anchored by strong relationships and an ac-
tive membership development plan. 
 

2. Vocational Service calls on every Rotarian to work with integrity and contribute their expertise to the prob-
lems and needs of society. Learn more in An Introduction to Vocational Service and the Code of Conduct. 
 

3. Community Service encourages every Rotarian to find ways to improve the quality of life for people in their 
communities and to serve the public interest.  
 

4. International Service exemplifies our global reach in promoting peace and understanding. We support this 
service avenue by sponsoring or volunteering on international projects, seeking partners abroad, and more. 
 

5. Youth Service recognizes the importance of empowering youth and young professionals through leadership 
development programs such as Rotaract, Interact, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, and Rotary Youth Exchange. 

Rotary	Guiding	principles	

h�ps://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/guiding-principles 



Rotary Areas of Focus 
 

Promo�ng peace 

Today, 65 million people are displaced by armed conflict or persecution. Through our partnerships 
with several leading universities, Rotary Peace Fellows develop the skills to strengthen peace efforts, 
train local leaders to prevent and mediate conflict, and support long-term peace building in areas af-
fected by conflict. We provide up to 100 peace fellowships per year at Rotary Peace Centers. 

Figh�ng disease 

More than 100 million people are pushed into poverty each year because of medical costs. We aim to 
improve and expand access to low-cost and free health care in underdeveloped areas. Our members 
educate and mobilize communities to help prevent the spread of major diseases such as polio, HIV/
AIDS, and malaria. Many of our projects ensure that medical training facilities are located where the 
workforce lives. 

Providing clean water 

More than 2.5 billion people lack access to adequate sanitation facilities. At least 3,000 children die 
each day from diarrheal diseases caused by unsafe water. Our projects give communities the ability to 
develop and maintain sustainable water and sanitation systems and support studies related to water 
and sanitation. 

Saving mothers and children 

At least 7 million children under the age of five die each year due to malnutrition, poor health care, 
and inadequate sanitation. To help reduce this rate, we provide immunizations and antibiotics to ba-
bies, improve access to essential medical services, and support trained health care providers for moth-
ers and their children. Our projects ensure sustainability by empowering the local community to take 
ownership of health care training programs. 

Suppor�ng educa�on 

Sixty-seven million children worldwide have no access to education and more than 775 million people 
over the age of 15 are illiterate. Our goal is to strengthen the capacity of communities to support basic 
education and literacy, reduce gender disparity in education, and increase adult literacy. 

Growing local economies 

Nearly 1.4 billion employed people live on less than $1.25 a day. We carry out service projects that 
enhance economic and community development and develop opportunities for decent and productive 
work for young and old. We also help strengthen local entrepreneurs and community leaders, particu-
larly women, in impoverished communities. 


