People of Action
January 2019
THE NEWSLETTER OF ROTARY DISTRICT 7300
Including Allegheny, Beaver and Parts of Westmoreland Counes, Pennsylvania
Mid-Year Review

Dear Fellow Rotarians:
I felt the enthusiasm of fellow Rotarians during the
Mid-Year Review meeting and for the District
Conference. The Conference Committee is working
hard to make this celebration the best ever. This will
be the last celebration for our District 7300 as it has
existed for years. I seek input and participation from
every club in the District, and I hope that each club
will be represented at Seven Springs.
As we are all aware, our Rotary District 7300 is
preparing to merge with District 7330 to form District
7305. After having interaction with some of the
Rotarians in leadership positions of District 7330, I see
this as a UNION, and not a merger. In the time
remaining before the UNION, I believe that each
Rotary club in District 7300 will work diligently to
become more healthy, beautiful and admirable; just
like the bride and groom work on their souls, minds,
and bodies before their UNION, to make it happy,
healthy and eternal.
Please feel free to call on District leaders to help you!
Yours in Rotary Service,

S. Singh Ajmani

The January Mid-Year Review is the half-way
point for sitting District Governors, as well as
the mid-point for all club activities during
the Rotary year (July 1-June 30). As of
Friday, 25 January 2019, 81 District members
had registered for this important event,
which was held on Saturday morning, 26
January 2019, at the Pittsburgh Plaza Hotel
(formerly Crowne Plaza Hotel) in Green
Tree.
Highlights included committee reports,
financial and foundation reports, and plenty
of time for good old-fashioned fellowship
with like minded Rotarians. If you did not
attend, you can see some of what you missed
with the photo gallery, on pages 4 and 5.

Rotary International President-Elect Mark
Daniel Maloney unveiled the 2019-2020
Rotary theme, pictured above, at the
Governor Elect Training (GETS) in San
Diego, earlier this month.
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Nicholas A. Carlisano
1929 -– 2018
Past District Governor 1987-1988 – December 30, 2018
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How Important is a Rotary Club President?
The 35,000+ Rotary Club Presidents throughout the world are, without question, the most
important people in the entire Rotary family.
Each Club President has the opportunity and should lead their club by engaging and inspiring its
members while they serve their fellow citizens and promote Rotary in the community.
Rotary is a bottom–up organization, which means that the clubs are the foundation and the
most important entity in Rotary. Rotary Districts, Zones and even Rotary International exist to
support the clubs and to assist them to be as effective as possible in their “Service Above Self”
activities and endeavors.
Rotary Club Presidents are chosen, or asked to lead their clubs, by the members of those clubs
and no matter whether it is the first time as President, the second, third, fourth or more time, it
is an honor bestowed on that person by their fellow club members.
The chosen individual is recognized as someone who has the talent and leadership ability to
make a positive difference in their club. They do so by inspiring and leading by example so that
the club sets and achieves its goals to serve others while enjoying the camaraderie of their
fellow Rotarians as well.
Of course, along with the honor that is bestowed upon the Club President Elect comes
responsibilities and obligations, some of which must be accomplished even before taking office.
A Club President Elect must begin planning and educating him or herself for the upcoming
Rotary year no later than when the new Rotary Theme for that year is announced in January.
Recruiting other club officers and committee chairs, and deciding on projects and events, is one
phase of the planning process.
Another very important, and in fact, mandatory part of the training process is to attend the
annual President’s Elect Training Seminar (PETS). Rotary International requires every District
Governor Elect to hold a PETS for their Club Presidents Elect in the Spring before the new
Rotary year begins and every Club President Elect is required to attend that PETS. Many
things within the Rotary world are constantly changing and all of the incoming officers must
keep up to date to see what is new. PETS is one of the best ways to accomplish that goal.
Accepting the nomination of Rotary Club President is accepting an obligation that requires
some time and personal sacrifice … but many, many folks who have completed the year as Club
President will say that it was the best and most rewarding year they ever experienced.
(1)
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PHOTO GALLERY-Mid-Year Review
(see page 1)
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PHOTO
GALLERY
(Continued)
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PRESIDENTS ELECT
& NOMINEES
SAVE THE DATE!
District 7305 PETS
Connecting Rotary Districts 7300 & 7330
When:

Noon Friday, March 22 through 2:30PM Saturday, March 23

Where:

DoubleTree by Hilton at the Monroeville Convention Center
101 Mall Boulevard, Monroeville, PA 15146

How:

Reserve your own room for $104 + taxes (includes breakfast)
Use ROTARY PETS code when reserving room to get the rate.
Call 412 373-7300.

MORE DETAILS SOON
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Young People Plus Spacecraft Equals Fun for Everyone!

Space Travel
by Charlie Skinner
On 23 January 2019, the program of the Fox Chapel Rotary focused on "Space Travel"
as seen through eyes of students from Fox Chapel Area High School and Shady Side
Academy. The club sponsored the students to a recent World Affairs Institute that was
devoted to the topic of exploring space. Past President Tom Benic introduced the
students with some photos from the event and then the students shared their
impressions and answered questions. Ted Massalski provided an impromptu pop
quiz! It was clear that the World Affairs session got the students thinking about the
many questions that space travel presents for the future.
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EIGHT SCHOLARSHIPS, $5000 EACH

The Bob Williams Rotary Memorial Scholarship
Committee is now accepting applications from current
high school seniors and G.E.D. students.

This year eight scholarships will be awarded at $5000
each.

All Rotarians are encouraged to seek applicants for this
program. The application materials can be found on the
Rotary District 7300 website (rotarydistrict7300.org)
under "Bob Williams Scholarship.” Many high school
counselors have the materials as well. Please note that
this is a need-based scholarship.
The deadline for the receipt of applications is the last
day in February, 2019.
Please contact Bob Arbuckle, Committee Chair, at
rarbuckle66@gmail.com, for further information.
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Educating Deserving Young Girls and Women in Mazai, Africa
By Charles Bostaph
The Churchill-Wilkins Rotary Club is expanding its ongoing project to assist deserving
young girls and young women in Mazai, Africa, with education, food and clothing. The
goal is to work with twenty girls, and recently the club added six more participants
(shown in photograph) for a total of eleven young women participants so far. Pictured
with the new participants is Mariuza Odle, from the Churchill-Wilkins Rotary Club, on
location in Mazai, Africa. The sponsors are seeking other Rotary clubs in the District to
expand this effort. Mariuza personally visited the young women in January 2019 and
more trips are planned in the future. As anyone who has taken aid to Africa knows, you
really need to deliver it in person, and in this case Mariuza took food and money to
nourish the participants and to pay for their ongoing education. As Mariuza says, “I'm
thrilled to have Rotary to help with this cause,” and she plans to make more trips just
like this one, in the near future.
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Membership Minute
I Love Rotary
By Karl Ohrman

I love Rotary. I love everything about Rotary. I love the people in Rotary.
They are special.
I love what Rotary clubs do: the playgrounds they build
in their neighborhoods; the dictionaries they pass out
to their local schools; and the support they give to their
local police and fire fighters.
I love what Rotary clubs do internationally: water
projects; medical clinics; wheelchairs; and bicycles.
I love what Rotary International does and how they think big--like
wiping out polio in every corner of the world.
I’ve seen scooter kids on their skateboards in
India and Vietnam, with their Polio-induced
mangled paralyzed legs and bodies. It’s not
pretty, but fewer and fewer children are suffering
from this disease because of Rotary.
So, if Rotary is so great, why aren’t more people signing up?
Maybe because no one is asking people to join! I read recently that 90%
of current Rotarians have never asked someone to join Rotary. Why is
that? Why the hesitancy?
When is the last time that you asked someone to join Rotary?
Membership growth in your club will only happen when you, each one of
you, ask someone to join your Rotary club. Do it today.
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Rotary Activities--as Seen Through the Eyes of the Rotary Club of Forest Hills
by Janet Elder
Even though Rotary has been around since Paul Harris held the first meeting in Chicago in 1905 “in fellowship and
friendship” with 3 other colleagues, many people still don’t know what Rotary is.
Rotary is a global network of neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who see a world where people unite
and take action to create change across the globe, in our communities and in ourselves. It is the largest service
organization in the world, made up of 1,220,000 members in over 35,000 clubs in over 200 countries and geographic
areas. But we have room for more!
The Rotary Club of Forest Hills (RCFH) combines service, fellowship and friendship to improve the lives of people in our
community and around the world. Some of the projects our members have participated in or donated to this past year
are donations to the Forest Hills Police and Fire Departments, purchasing the circulation desk at the library in the new
municipal building (and other events with C.C. Mellor), donations to local garden clubs, dictionaries for third-grade
students at Woodland Hills School District, the East Catholic Spelling Bee, driving the Flivver, donation and assistance
at the Turtle Creek Food Pantry, food distribution at Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank, trash pick-up on
Ardmore Avenue and the number streets, ringing the bell for the Salvation Army Red Kettle (a tradition started years
ago by Tom Nunnally), and assisting three families in crisis during the holidays.
In addition to these local projects, we continue to support Urukundo Village, an independent home for Rwandan
children created and funded through Hope Made Real, founded by Mama Arlene, mother of Patricia Brown here in
Forest Hills. We have donated sewing machines to the top student in her sewing classes and one of our members and
his wife volunteered there for seven months. In collaboration with the Wilkinsburg Rotary we are purchasing a bus to
ensure more community children can attend school safely.
As you can see – the RCFH lives Rotary’s motto of “Service Above Self” as Rotary members, neighbors and friends. If
you’d like to meet some fun and dedicated people while making the world a better place, we look forward to
welcoming you.

Marlene Gumbert and Mike Kelly

Sewing machine presentation

Guy Russo and Bob Wolfe

Bob Gumbert, Mike Kelly
Gail Evans-Potter, Ken Potter
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SAVE THE DATE
SAVE THE DATE – January 31, 2019
Women’s Engagement Initiative – Gaetano’s Banquet Hall

SAVE THE DATE – February 9, 2019
Membership Summit – Pittsburgh Plaza Hotel – Green Tree

SAVE THE DATE – February 27, 2019
Rotary Ethics Awards – Omni William Penn Hotel

SAVE THE DATE – March 13, 2019
Leadership Ethics Institute – La Roche College

SAVE THE DATE – March 22-23, 2019
PETS – President-Elect Training Seminar
DoubleTree Hotel – Monroeville

SAVE THE DATE – March 31, 2019
Foundation Luncheon – Rivers Casino

SAVE THE DATE – May 10-12, 2019
District Conference for DG Singh Ajmani
Seven Springs

SAVE THE DATE – June 1-5, 2019
Rotary International Convention
Hamburg, Germany

SAVE THE DATE – August 12, 2019
District Golf Outing
Green Oaks Country Club – Verona
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Rotary District 7300 invites you to attend …

Lunch Buffet & Auction
at

RIVERS CASINO
Guest Speaker
Dr. Lisa Abel-palmieri
President/CEO
Boys & Girls Clubs of Western Pennsylvania

Sunday, March 31, 2019
12:00 Noon Registration & Social Hour
1:00 PM Buffet
1:30 PM Dessert Auction
2:00 PM Program
2:30 PM Basket Auction

$60.00 per person
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Lunch Buffet & Auction Registration
Cost : $60.00 per person
A check or credit card information must be included with the form
Make check payable to: Rotary District 7300 Foundation
or
Charge Card Information
Type of Charge Card

__ VISA

__ MASTERCARD

Card Number __________________________________
Name as Shown on Card _________________________ Zip Code ________
Expiration Date _______________

Security Code _____

Clubs reserving full tables of ten will receive a
Paul Harris Award for each table of ten
Reservations must be made by March 15, 2019
(Registrations made by March 1st will receive 2 free 50/50 tickets at the event)

Forms and payments are to be sent to:

Name
Club
Phone
Email
Guests

Dan Dougherty
415 Eden Park Blvd
McKeesport, PA 15132
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Any Question, call Sue Kelly - 412 260-8128 sue.kelly2011@yahoo.com
Dan Dougherty 412-523-2929 dan-dougherty@comcast.net
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Gift Basket
Auction
Each club that donates a
basket
(Minimum Value $125.00)
to be used at the lunch will
receive a Paul Harris Award to
be used as they see fit.
All baskets must be registered with
District Secretary Sandra Rebholz
at

district.secretariat@comcast.net
or

412 429-7300
by March 15, 2019
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Summit
Goal: Increase, strengthen and maintain membership.
See and hear ideas on growth and walk away with a plan.

Saturday, February 9, 10:00 - 2:30 PM
Location: Pittsburgh Plaza Hotel Green Tree
410 Holiday Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Cost: $25 - Buffet Luncheon will be served

Get the most out of your Rotary experience and join us as we better
understand how Rotary impacts you, your community and the world.

RSVP by February 1, 2019
Sandra Rebholz:
district.secretariat@comcast.net
or call 412.429.7300
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You're invited to a
roaring good time!
The New Kensington Rotary Club's 20th

Hill Crest
Country Club
Lower Burrell,
PA

ROTARAMA
MARCH 23, 2019

Voted 2018 Best
Wedding Venue by
PIttsburgh Magazine

THE FUN BEGINS AT 5 P.M.

Sponsorship
& Advertising
Opportunities,
as well as Tickets
for Attendance
Available

CONTACT: MIKE NEWELL
MNEWELL@VPFYMCA.ORG

20th Anniversary Event Features:
This event's going to be the bee's knees!

Famous Reverse Raffle - $4,000 Grand Prize
Live Music with Neon Swing X-perience
Voted a Best of Pittsburgh winner by Pittsburgh City Paper

Dinner and Speakeasy
Includes beer, wine and soft drinks

Table Games and Raffles
Photo Opportunities and Selfie Station
All gents and dolls are invited to put on the ritz in their best
attire as we party like Gatsby & raise a glass of giggle water
to benefit the Rotary's community grant program.
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Cordially Invites all
Rotarians to join us in
celebration of our 75th Anniversary
on February 17th, 2019 at the
University Club in Oakland.
Dinner and Program is from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Dinner includes salad, choice of
entrée (Blacken Red Snapper or Chicken Wellington) and desert. Cost of the
dinner is $60 per person.
Please RSVP by February 9th to
Carol Ladik: 115 Ashley Ct. Pittsburgh, PA 15221
(P) 412-242-8332
(Email) (cladik@cs.com)
or
Vince Costa: 1219 Ninth St., Irwin, PA 15642
(M) 412-337-7690
(Email) (pakvince@gmail.com).bg
Parking available at the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial and Museum
Please make checks out to the Oakland Rotary Club
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19th Annual

Steel Valley Rotary
Dinner Dance

Saturday, March 23, 2019
Featuring:

St. John’s Cathedral Hall
210 Greentree Rd
Munhall, PA
Cocktail Hour (cash bar) 5:00-6:00
Dinner 6:00
Dancing 7:00-10:00
Tickets: $45.00

For tickets call: Jack Seckel (H) 412-464-1772 (C) 412-721-9978
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Pittsburgh Rotary

Wednesday, February 27th from 11:00am - 2:00pm
Rotary

Club of Pittsburgh

2019 ETHICS EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Annual Celebration of Ethical Behavior & Culture

Join us for this luncheon and reception as we honor companies and organizations
that exemplify ethical standards in the region.
Pittsburgh Rotary

The Pittsburgh Rotary Ethics Excellence Awards (PREEA)
is Pittsburgh’s annual awards luncheon and ceremony
featuring our region’s top companies and nonprofit organizations in ethics. Hosted by the Rotary Club of Pittsburgh (RCP) in partnership with the David Berg Center
for Ethics and Leadership, the Allegheny Conference on
Community Development, and the Pittsburgh Business
Exchange (PBX) we invite you to join us for this special
regional event! Sponsors receive tremendous visibility at
PREEA with a substantial amount of pre’ and post’ event
marketing. Join Rotarians from the region in improving
our community.

PREEA is an all-volunteer effort led by Pittsburgh Rotary
and the funds will be used to establish the “City of Champions Emergency Fund.” This fund will be used to eliminate barriers to success for people in need. Funds will be
distributed to individuals, families and/or organizations in
our community as needed to support education and life
sustaining jobs.
Your support in sponsorship, program ads, and attending
the event will generate the dollars to establish the fund
and grow it in subsequent years. Rotary members and
volunteers will administrate and distribute funds via the
Pittsburgh Rotary Club Foundation (501(c)(3)). Let’s make
a difference and create a positive impact.

Please visit www.PittsburghRotary.org to purchase tickets.

FOR SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION CONTACT 412.471.6210 - pittsburghrotary@gmail.com

Sponsorship must be received by February 15th to guarantee listed benefits and does not guarantee exclusive industry representation.
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WANT TO BE A TV STAR?
SPECIAL OFFER FOR ROTARIANS

For further information:

Adam Dunhoff | Casting Recruiter
Mindhunter S2 | Late Seventies Productions, LLC
40 24th Street, 6th Floor | Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412.999.4491 (c)

www.MindhunterCasting.com
https://www.facebook.com/mindhunterextrascasting/
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