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Rotary Club plants
reading seeds with kids

By Jamile Verwys
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When Sahuarita resi-
dent Randy Van NMostrand
felt inspired when he vol-
unteered with kindergart-
ners 20 years ago.

Enough towrite a
book under the moniker
Grandpa Cardner titled
*“¥What A Seed MNeeds tn
Grow,” all ahout the pro-
cess from seed to plant,

Flazh torward to April,
and Van Nostrand haid
become the chair of the
Foundation Committes
with the newly chartered
Rotary Club of Sahuarita,
which has about 30 mem-
bers. And they needed a
zood project.

“We had an opportunity
throeugh the new Rotary
Club to make the books
available for the printer to
distribute,” he said, “There
was a district grant avail-
able. We were brand new
and decided, let's just dis-
tribute the books to Kids,”

The Rotary Club part-
nered with the Sabuarita
Unified School Districet to
diztribute copies of the
book to every kindergar-
ten student in the district.

“Wiee were ulso able to
personalize the books
from the printer wheare the
inside front cover has the
Togo with the BEotary Club
and 1t's inscribed *Read
abook, plant a seed,™ ha
said, “There's a place for
Kids to put their names.”

Kids at SUSD schools ar-

en't just receiving bonlks,
thew are also petting a
firsthand expericnes with
gardening.

Rotary Cluh members
provided pots, soil and
sepds to the students on
the bosnk drop-offs and
helped plant them, Since
then, Rotary Club mem-

bers have visited the class-

rooms several fimes to
read to the kids and check
on their plants.

The firat bk distribu-
tion happened Sapt, 8 at
Wrightzon Ridge School
and kindergarten teacher
Raza Alvarade said it had
# big impact on her stu-
dlents already

“They {Rotatv Clul
members) were really

hands-on and the kids abso-

lutely adored it.” she said.
“Thev gol the boaks, Zot to
plant seeds with them... A
lot of these Kids don't get
that at home somelimeas,”

. SUSD photo
Rotary Club of Sahuarita members read “What A
Seed Meeds to Grow” with kindergarten students,

Ttz promoting the en-
viromment and growing
plants, which tics in so
much with what we are
learning about with seeds
and the life cvele”

Alvarado said the stu-
derits were excited to meest
a hook author and they
take pride in learning
about cammunity helpers.

“Their eves got hig._to
have the author come in
and actually say 1 wrote
this, they were like, ‘oh,
my posh’— it was likea
celebrity” she said. “Ti's os-
peclally great that they are
able o take the hook home
because 4 ot don't have ac-
ceza to books all the time.”

“Kids come into kinder-
garten not knowing how to
hold a book, soit's special
to them and they were
proud ta take their hook
home, "

For her, this project
hrings good to Kindargart.

ners in and outside the
clazzraom.

“Owverall it was a preat
cxperience,” she said. "It's
really nice the people in
the Hotary Club are doing
amazing, kind things just
1o be kind and promote
peace an earth.”

Van Nostrand said they
underestimated bulk buy-
ing and were able to print
mare haoks than planned
thanks toa $1,000 dona-
tion from a local charity
that the Rotary THatrict
matched. They've been
able to give out over 300
bookes.

“We had a wonderful op-
portunity for a collabora-
tive team effort,” he said.
“Tt was really the result of
wonderful synchronicity”

They have 100 extra
boolis they plan to take to
Comtinental Schoal THatriet
next, and Van Nostrand
hopes the project expands
i other Rotary Clubs,

Ahove all, he hopes
the hooks help to spark a
love of reading for voung
peaple.

“umber one, they need
to learn to read one book.
If they can read one, they
ran read two,” he said.
“MWumber two, & love of
reading. Another thing is it
helps them fo understand
where ford comes from. 1
hope it pives the Kids a love
of reading and a zense of
what they can accomplish.”™
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