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It is very hard to believe that we have come to the end of another Rotary Year.
This is another one for the history books.
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Karoline and I are so honored and privileged to have been the District Governor
and partner through two unbelievable years. Our themes of “Rotary Connects the
World” and “Rotary Opens Opportunities” have been especially appropriate given
what we all have been living through.

Staying connected, however has become incredibly important. Whether we do it
on the phone, or on a computer, or now, in some places, in person, cautiously
staying connected with our Rotary family and friends is at the top of the list.
We also strive to stay connected to our larger Rotary family in our District and throughout the world.
Rotarians are resilient “People of Action” and have found ways to draw closer together, even while being physically distant. Our
work is being done everywhere in our district, and we are having an immense impact throughout the world.
Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts, thank you.
Thank you for your incredible support of the Dig Deep - Navajo Global Grant. You are saving people’s lives by helping to make
clean water available on the reservation. This is one of the most important tools we can give to fight the devasting virus among
the Navajo people. Because of you, we have been able to be a part of two Global grants that are saving lives among the Navajo
people. You are true heroes.
All of you are leading the way. You see needs and you set about getting them met. You are living out our vison as Rotarians and
“Service Above Self”.
The new Rotary year begins July 1. Our new theme is “Serve to Change Lives”. It seems to me that this is a perfect theme for
these times.
We all have the opportunity to think differently about what it means to serve others and one another. I hope we can take the best
of what we have learned these years and grow it next year. Remember to always make a virtual option available as you begin
meeting again. Many of our members, speakers, and guests may not be able to come to an in- person meeting. Take action and
find a way to keep them connected and included in our Rotary life. It is the right thing to do.

Continued on page 2
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District Governor’s Message (continued)
Karoline and I are so humbled and honored to be part of the District Governor Team for these past two years. One of the best
parts of it has been the opportunity to work closely with DGE Shurie Sheel, DGN Lee Varra-Nelson, DGND Steve Sehnert and PDG
Barb Redder. You will not find better people or better Rotarians. District 5440 has outstanding future leaders and we will all
benefit from their knowledge and talents.
Look for opportunities. Build on your connections. Serve and change lives. Together, we see a world where Rotarians find a way
to bring us together and make a difference.
It is up to us.

Chris Woodruff, District Governor (2019-2020, 2020-2021)
Rotary District 5440
Email: Chrisw.Rotary5440@gmail.com
Phone: (970) 590-2341
2103 21st Ave., Greeley, CO 80631
Greeley Centennial Rotary

Rotary Club of Greeley After Hours
Invitation to join District 5440’s First Environmental Global Grant
Greeley After Hours Rotary Club (GAHRC) and President Elect Nominee Karen Barton invite clubs in Rotary District 5440 to
participate in the District’s First Environmental Global Grant to restore critical mangroves in Casamance, Senegal. Grant funds
will be used to buy mangrove & baobab seeds to support Senegalese Environmentalist Haidar El Ali’s Citizen Science Initiative to
rebuild mangrove forests in the wake of climate induced deforestation in Casamance. In West Africa, mangrove & baobab trees
serve a vital role in wetland ecosystems, serving to buffer against storm surge while playing a vital role in fisheries. Barton has
worked in Senegal for five years and is familiar with this locally led and initiated restoration project, which has local support from
the Rotary Club of Ziguinchor. If approved, this initiative would be the District’s first Environmental Global Grant Project for 20212022 and would align with Haidar’s community-based initiative, which has been recognized both by the BBC and various other
press outlets.
District 5440 Presidents-Elect interested should contact: Dr. Karen Barton karen.barton@unco.edu Ph. 970-351-4620.
Link to Haidar's work: https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2016/1020/How-Haidar-el-Ali-became-one-ofAfrica-s-best-known-environmentalists

Mangrove Dependent Pirogue

Haider Mangrove team

Planting Mangroves
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Upcoming District Events
We look forward to the days when we can fill this page again with lots of great Rotary District events in person. Until
then, stay safe and healthy!

Kick that virus!
District 5440 is using Zoom for our video conference
meetings. Some clubs are now meeting in person and some
are having hybrid meetings, in person and virtual. There is a
list of clubs that are doing virtual meetings on the District
website. If your club is not listed and wish to be listed, you can
email Kellie at rotary5440@yahoo.com.

· 2021 Rotary Convention Will Be Virtual
June 12-16, 2021. Click HERE for more information.

Service Above Self

https://rotary5440.org/
District Governor—Chris Woodruff
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