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Hello Rotarians!

Serving as ¼ of a District Governor this Rotary year has been incredibly rewarding.
This summer and fall Don and I visited clubs in person from Gillette to Estes Park,
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from Buffalo and Sheridan to Jackson, a trip to Riverton and closer to home, Douglas and Reveille Rotary in Casper. We met in hotels, restaurants, outdoors and we
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even made a Zoom visit to the Lander Rotary Club. Even in these difficult times, in
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each location we found People of Action doing amazing things in the community
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and the world. Plans for Octoberfests, online Bingo games, boots for kids, online
arts & crafts shows, virtual duck races, dictionaries for 3rd graders, and manneSteamboat Springs Rotary Club
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quins for nursing students are just a few of the many activities and projects the
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clubs shared with me. Visiting the clubs reminded me how much Rotarians can
and do accomplish despite facing many challenges. In addition to service projects,
it was gratifying to hear so many of the clubs are holding fellowship events including in-person socially distanced parties, cocktail
parties via Zoom and even hunting and fishing trips for fellow Rotarians. We all know that a vibrant Rotary club needs both service
and fellowship to thrive.
As we head into the late fall and winter, we all anticipate that the pandemic will provide additional challenges and opportunities.
We Rotarians are resilient and entrepreneurial and we will make it through these difficult times. One of the best resources we
have is each other. We have a district website https://rotary5440.org/ and a district Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
groups/358286021326438/ containing suggestions and solutions for common problems. Members also have access to the Rotary
Zone Virtual Library https://zone2627.org/virtual-library/ . This resource contains best practices for club meetings including social
events and projects along with suggestions for speakers, tech resources and ideas for virtual fundraising. Take a look at these resources and share some of your great ideas, too.
For those of you who attended the fall assembly, wasn’t it great to hear from Rotary International President, Holger Knaack? He is
very down to earth and just loves visiting with Rotarians. Members of our district asked great questions and Holger answered all
of them. Holger encourages Rotarians to embrace the opportunities Rotary provides to enrich their
lives and their communities. As Holger says, “Rotary is not just a club you join it’s an invitation, it
opens opportunities to serve by participating in a project as big as End Polio Now or as small as
planting a tree in your community. It provides leadership opportunities for members and fellowship
and friendships for life. Everything we do opens opportunities for someone somewhere”.
I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and know I am grateful for each of you and for everything you do
for your club, your community and the world. Please stay healthy!

Barbara Redder, Casper Five Trails Rotary

1

Jennifer Jones - First Woman to be Confirmed as Rotary
President-Nominee
EVANSTON, Ill. (October 1, 2020) — Jennifer Jones, member of
the Rotary Club of Windsor-Roseland, Ontario, Canada, will
become Rotary International’s president for 2022-23, a
groundbreaking selection that will make her the first woman to hold that office in the service organization’s 115-year
existence.

Jones, whose confirmation comes at a unique time in history, is
inspired by how the organization and its global members
continue to adapt, connect and serve their communities in
new ways during the coronavirus pandemic. Jones says she
wants to harness this moment of change to develop metric
-driven goals that challenge us to innovate, educate and
About Jennifer Jones
communicate opportunities that reflect today’s realities.
Jennifer is the Founder and President of Media Street Productions Inc., a twenty-five-year old, award-winning media
“We know that Rotary is a place where leaders and those with
company in Windsor, Ontario.
the vision and drive to create change can thrive. And such
leaders are found from every age, gender, race and backJennifer has strengthened Rotary’s reach and impact through
ground. Diversity, equity and inclusion should begin at the
her service in many roles including as Trustee of the Rotary
top, and for us to welcome new leaders into our organizaFoundation, RI Vice President, and co-chair of the End Polio
tion and expand our ability to make an impact, we need to
Now: Make History Today campaign. As a professional
build stronger bridges that help everyone see themselves
communicator, Jennifer also used her vocational strength
reflected, celebrated and valued here in Rotary,” Jones
to chair the advisory group that crafted Rotary’s rebrandsaid.
ing effort.
Jones also notes her tremendous pride in the way Rotarians
Working alongside government officials, celebrities and global
have shown leadership in responding to and helping proleaders, she utilizes her voice to raise awareness and huntect communities against COVID-19. So far, Rotary has prodreds of millions of dollars to eradicate disease, support
vided US$29.7 million to support clubs in their response to
peace and provide clean water and sanitation in developCOVID-19, with projects ranging from large-scale, transing areas of the world. Her skill as an expert storyteller
formative activities such as providing medical equipment
inspires hope and promise and motivates people to take
to hospitals to small-scale, short-term activities like puraction
chasing thermometers, protective medical gear, or other
items for frontline medical professionals.
She has received many honors and recognitions including Rotary’s Service Above Self Award and the Citation for Meritori“Silver linings rise out of the most challenging circumstances,”
ous Service, the YMCA Peace Medallion, the Queen’s DiaJones said in her vision statement. “Our members are resomond Jubilee Medal, and Wayne State University’s Peacelute in finding ways to aid those in need as the pandemic
maker of the Year Award – a first for a Canadian. Jennifer is
continues to underscore how Rotary is a global force for
married to Rotarian Nick Krayacich, a family physician.
doing good in the world.”
Source: Rotary International
As Jones looks ahead to her presidential term, she confirms
that she’s prepared to take on existing and new challenges
as society continues to evolve at a rapid pace, and like Rotary presidents before her, is eager to set Rotary on course
for a robust and vibrant future.
“Years ago, I asked one of our incoming presidents what he
wanted his legacy to be. He very quickly told me he wasn’t
interested in building a legacy and that he was interested
in getting to work,” said Jones. “Those words have always
stuck with me, and I too simply want to get down to work.”
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Cheyenne Rotary Club
Microsoft Gutter Bin Grant to Rotary Club of Cheyenne
By Brent Lathrop, President, Cheyenne Rotary Club
The Rotary Club of Cheyenne has received a $100,000 Microsoft grant to improve water quality in Cheyenne that will go towards
purchase and installation of about 50 Gutter Bins in 2021. Gutter Bins were invented and are manufactured by Frog Creek Partners of Casper. Owner Brian Deurloo is a Rotarian in Casper. This action by Microsoft has the potential to go global and might
be ripe for a story in the Rotary Magazine about the pillars of environmental intervention, clean water, sanitation, hygiene and
growing local economies. We are a people of action. Here is a copy of the press release.

Continued on page 4
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Cheyenne Rotary Club (continued)

Past President Don Day holding
a mundus bag (filtration bag)
that is part of a Gutter Bin
equipment.

A Rotary branded bin that is installed in
downtown Cheyenne.
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Jackson Hole Rotary Club
Jackson Hole Rotary Lunch Club Cleans Up the Community with Fall Clean Up Week
Jackson Hole News & Guide
It's the middle of Jackson Hole's first Fall Clean Up, and civic-minded Jackson Hole-ites are taking to the highways, parks, creeks
and forests to tidy things up after one of the valley's busiest summers ever.
Participants are collecting bags upon bags of refuse and reporting back to organizers about
how much their efforts are paying off. (Scroll through the photos to see if there's anyone
you know; it's not too late to join them or take your own assigned area.)
Fall Clean Up week officially began this past Monday, Oct. 12, and runs through Sunday, Oct.
18. It's a collaborative effort between the Jackson Hole Rotary Club, Energy Conservation
Works and Rendezvous River Sports. Modeled after the longstanding Spring Clean Up, the
event has a long list of businesses, organizations and people sponsoring it and participating.
Youths from the Jackson Hole Kayak Club ventured Tuesday onto Flat Creek, launching from
behind Miazga's Restaurant and picking up garbage in the creek and on the shores from
their boats.
By the time they pulled out at the bridge on Snow King
Avenue at Karns Meadow, they had "two duckies
heaped full and 10 cold but proud kids," said Keith Harger, parent of one of the participants, 14-year-old Logan Harger. The total refuse later
weighed in at about 200 pounds. The kayakers will head out again Saturday to continue
cleaning on the stretch downstream toward Smith's.
On the highways, one dedicated family of volunteers, the Glicks, had already filled 69 bags
of garbage from rights of way, even before the official cleanup week had begun. (They also
found $125 in the process). Renée and Ryan Glick emailed their early results and some photos in a cleanup report to event organizers.
The Glicks began collecting trash along the Village Road, Spring Gulch, Broadway and Highway 22 into Wilson about three to four weeks ago. They said they have had to clean some
stretches three times.
"We aren't done yet, but it's sure been
educational," the Glicks wrote.
Organizers said the fall clean up for 2020 is not a typical one for the valley. Usually, a large group dedicates a day to cleaning together. However, in the year of
COVID-19, they believe the strategy of dividing and conquering can still bring
the community together.
“It’s been a long nine months, and to be able to get out and give back to the
community that we all love and feel good about it, I think that those are all
good reasons to do it,” coordinator April Norton (Rotarian) said.
According to Norton, the cleanup is desperately needed due to record high levels of land use during the summer and fall. She
said Jackson doesn’t have the government infrastructure to organize a cleanup of this size, but said she has full faith in the community’s ability to come together and take care of the community’s wildlife and land.

Continued on page 6
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Jackson Hole Rotary Club (Continued)
“Our public lands have been loved and used this summer, and we want to go into the long winter season, you know, having
cleaned them up and prepared them for next year,” she said. “We’re doing cleaning on a lot of the trailheads, boat ramps and
campsites, and we worked with our public lands managers to identify the areas that need the most attention.”
Norton said sponsors have donated prizes for people who send in photos of their fun trash findings throughout the week. For
more information, go to JacksonHoleChamber.com/events-calendar/fall-clean-up and sign up at jhcleanup@gmail.com.
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Steamboat Springs Rotary Club
Fellow Rotarians in District 5440,
I am very pleased to announce that the Nominating Committee has completed its work and is recommending that Steve Sehnert
from the Steamboat Springs Rotary Club be named the District Governor Nominee Designate. Steve’s term as Governor will
begin on July 1, 2023.
Steve’s biography is below. He brings great passion to Rotary and I believe he will make a terrific District Governor. The DG
team and I are excited to work with him.
My thanks go to PDG Ken Small and the members of the committee for their fine work.
Please welcome Steve into this new leadership role.
DG Chris Woodruff

Biography for Steve Sehnert
Steve Sehnert (pronounced Say-nert) joined the RC of Steamboat Springs in April of 2013
and served as Club President in 2017-2018. He first joined Rotary in Findlay, Ohio in 1982
and then became a member of University Hills Rotary when he moved to Denver in
1985. He became a member of Denver Mile High Rotary (District 5450) in 1993 and served
as their Club President in 2003-2004. He is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow and has regularly
contributed to Club Foundations. His family hosted a student from Japan through the Rotary Youth Exchange Program. Steve and his wife Carol attended the Rotary International
Convention in Brisbane, Australia in 2003 and in Atlanta in 2017. He served as Webmaster
and Event Registrar for Zones 21b-27 for four years and attended multiple Zone Institutes.
He was trained as a facilitator for the Rotary Leadership Institute and facilitated these programs in District 5450 and District 5440. He also served as an Assistant Governor for three
years in District 5450 for six downtown Denver clubs. Steve and the RC of Steamboat
Springs was selected for the District President of the Year for Large Clubs in 2017-2018.
Steve received a BA Degree in Economics from the College of Wooster, Ohio and an MBA
Degree from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. His employment career was in various Financial and Operations positions with Marathon Oil Co. in Ohio, Washington, D.C., and Colorado and with Total Petroleum in Denver. As the International Treasurer for Marathon Oil he travelled to 18 foreign field offices. He was an independent financial consultant and Contract CFO for several years and retired in 2010 as CFO for a 100-person privately held architecture firm in Denver. Steve and
Carol moved to Steamboat Springs after their retirements to be with their daughter and her family and they have a son who
lives with his family in Wisconsin.
In Steamboat Springs, Steve is currently serving as Board Chair of the Yampa Valley Medical Center Foundation and serves on a
citizen’s committee of the Steamboat Springs City Council to select the next location for the downtown fire station.
Steve’s father, Harold G. Sehnert, Jr. was a Rotary Club President in Lima, Ohio and became District Governor for District 660
(NW Ohio) in 1987-1988. Harold Sehnert passed away in 1992.
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Upcoming District Events
We look forward to the days when we can fill this page again with lots of great Rotary District
events in person. Until then, stay safe and healthy!
Kick that virus!
District 5440 is using Zoom for our video
conference meetings. Some clubs are now
meeting in person and some are having hybrid
meetings, in person and virtual. There is a list of
clubs that are doing virtual meetings on the District website. If your club is not listed and wish
to be listed, you can email Kellie at
rotary5440@yahoo.com.

· Rotary Institute - 2020
Omni Hotel San Diego, Nov. 12, 2020 - Nov. 15, 2020
The Institute is virtual, not in person, at the Omni Hotel. Click HERE for more information.

· Top Gov Gala celebrating DGE Shurie Scheel
Nov. 14, 2020, 5:00 PM - 8:00PM

· President Elect Training Seminar (PETS)
Feb. 26, 2021, 1:00 PM - Feb. 28, 2021, 12:00 PM
Denver Renaissance

· Rotary District 5440 Conference - 2021
What should have been in 2020. Stay tuned for details.

https://rotary5440.org/
District Governor—Chris Woodruff
Service Above Self
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