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Rotary Friends, 

It has been a very fun month. We visited several clubs all over District 5440 and found won-

derful people in Rotary clubs doing great work together. We found that the new Mission 

Statement is being carried out in our clubs with great gusto. 

We are coming together to take action to create lasting change.  

Each club we visited has wonderful times of friendship, fun, and hard work on meaningful 

projects in their communities and all over the world. 

We are building connections in Rotary everywhere. 

As I see it, one of the most important connections we can make and nurture are those with 

new members to our clubs.  

One of the most important things we can do for new members is make them feel welcomed, appreciated AND needed. 

As I have said before, we all get the same number of hours in a day and a week. We will spend our time, energy and resources on the things that 

are important to us. These include family, work, health, education and friends. 

Our friendships in Rotary can become some of the most satisfying parts of our lives. That happens when the members of each Rotary club reach 

out to make us their friend, make us feel needed and show that we can give back in important ways.  

As Rotarians, we must do this by intentionally reaching out, finding out about new members’ talents and passions and aligning those skills and 

talents with things we are already working on. But we also need to leave a little room for new members to come up with new, good ideas and so 

they can experience the joy (and the work) of making these new ideas real.  

They need to have the same opportunities we had to dream, struggle and finally succeed in a worthwhile activity or project. That builds engage-

ment and makes Rotary very important to their lives. Then, the passion they build for Rotary gets shared with other people they know, perhaps 

resulting in more new members. And so the cycle goes. 

Every success in Rotary came as the result of someone having a good idea and being brave enough and supported enough to get it off the 

ground. A perfect example is the End Polio Now Project. A Rotarian said we could eradicate Polio, kept working until others joined and today, 30 

odd years later, we are on the brink of success.  

So, as members of vital clubs, make an effort to leave some space for new ideas, projects and activities that new members, or less engaged mem-

bers can make their own, so they can build their own Rotary memories. Your clubs, your communities and Rotary itself will be the better for it. 

It is an unbelievable honor to serve as your District Governor this year. Thank you. 

 

Chris Woodruff, District Governor (2019-2020) 

Rotary District 5440 

Email:  Chrisw.Rotary5440@gmail.com 

Phone: (970) 590-2341 

2103 21st Ave., Greeley, CO 80631 

Greeley Centennial Rotary  
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Fall District Assembly 
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HONOLULU-BOUND 

Why? With its natural wonders 

and diverse cultures, Hawaii and 

Rotary call me for an experience of 

peacefulness that we can learn to 

make more sustainable.   

Bill Timpson 

This coming November, 2019, will be 42 years as a member of the 
Torrington Rotary Club, by attending the upcoming convention in 
Honolulu this coming June I look forward to learning even more 
about Rotary‼️  
Yours In Rotary 
L. Wayne Gentry 

Fort Collins Foothills Rotary Club 
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Wash Symposium 
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Navajo Water Project Update 

I always knew that we had some great people involved in Rotary in District 5440, but the last few weeks trav-

eling with Chris and meeting Rotarians in many clubs has confirmed this – over and over.  

I have had the privilege of talking to club boards and members about the Navajo Water Project. I explain the 

need for clean, accessible water in Navajo Nation and how our district has committed to partnering with oth-

er districts and DigDeep, Inc. through a global grant to solve this problem for over 300 households in Arizona 

and New Mexico.  Time and again, I have been astounded by the generosity of both clubs, as they commit 

club project funds, and individual Rotarians, as they pull out their wallets and fill the water jug that gets 

passed around at our meetings. Indeed, I have seen a new meaning to the words “Dig Deep,” as both clubs 

and individuals give so boldly to this great cause.  

The wonderful news is that club and personal contributions and commitments have already met the $5000 

Chris challenged me to raise as we visit clubs and that will be matched with $5000 from district funds. That 

means that District 5440 will contribute enough to provide hot and cold running waters to at least 2 house-

holds, giving several families the benefit of clean water for drinking and sanitation. But we won’t stop there! 

Chris and I think we can impact more lives by going beyond our original goal. We will continue to share the 

story of our neighbors in the Navajo Nation and keep asking for District 5440 clubs and Rotarians to dig deep 

to bring water to more families. 

I want to leave you with a story that re-

flects the benefits for the families we will 

help through our contributions. I received 

this story through an email, just this 

week… 

Right up the road, Betty Benally 

(83), also got hot and cold running 

water. 

Betty's daughter Lillie, her hus-

band, and their two children live 

with Betty and take care of her. 

Before we arrived, bath time for 

Betty involved building a fire to 

heat a pot of water, bringing in a little plastic tub, rinsing Betty in her chair, then cleaning everything 

and putting it back outside.    

Now Betty can use a tub and warm water from the tap. 

Lillie told us, "it's going to be much easier and just have the water running instead of bringing it in. 

That's a lot less stress... just for me to get her ready for the day." 

Thank you, Rotarians, for what you do! 

In Rotary, Karoline Woodruff, DG Partner 
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 ·  Rotary Zone Institute  
    

   Sept. 5, 2019, 8:00 AM – Sept. 8, 2019, 12:00 PM  

     Denver Marriott Tech Center Hotel 

·  Rotaract registration-District 5440 Assembly  

     Oct. 5, 2019, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

     Laramie County Community College 

·  Rotarian registration-District 5440 Assembly  

     Oct. 5, 2019, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

     Laramie County Community College 

·  Rotary Leadership Institute 

     Nov. 8, 2019, 5:00 PM - Nov. 9, 2019, 4:00 PM  

     The Lyric, Casper, WY 

·  Rotary High Country PETS 
      

     Feb. 28 - Mar. 1, 2020  

     Denver Renaissance Stapleton Hotel 

 

·  Rotary District 5440 Conference - 2020        

 
This will be one day conference at the new Doubletree Conference Hotel at Lincoln Park in Greeley.  Plans include national speakers, fun, 

preconference activities awards, and an exchange student reunion. Much more to come!  

May 28, 2020 : Rotary Foundation Recognition Dinner at the Poudre Learning Center in Greeley.  This will be held in conjunction with, but 

is separate from the District Conference. More to follow.  

·  RI Convention - June 6-10, 2020  

Aloha, Rotary! Discover the true spirit of aloha and Rotary with your family, friends, and fellow Rotarians in Honolulu. It’s the perfect 

setting for the entire family of Rotary to celebrate, collaborate, and connect while experiencing the warmth and welcome of Honolulu. The 

convention is one of the only times when people of action from around the world gather in one place to celebrate Rotary. Our engaging 

speakers will boost your passion for service and provide new perspectives on our work in the world. Make new friends and connect with 

old ones while you explore all that Honolulu and the convention has to offer. You’ll return from our convention refreshed and inspired to 

continue your service and community leadership. Don’t miss your chance to find and share aloha at the 2020 Rotary Convention in Hono-

lulu, Hawaii, USA, 6-10 June. 

  A Rotary Unexpected Blast on May 29-30, 2020 

Upcoming District Events    

        https://rotary5440.org/ 

District Governor—Chris Woodruff 

 

      Service Above Self 

·  Rotary District 5440 Conference - 2021  

     May 20, 2021 5:00 PM – May 22, 2021 9:00 PM  

http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-zone-institute
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotaract-registration-district-5440-assembly
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotarian-registration-district-5440-assembly
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotarian-registration-district-5440-assembly
https://rotary5440.org/event/rotary-high-country-pets/
https://rotary5440.org/

