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I know this time of year is crazy busy- so I will be brief! Hopefully, you are getting 
to spend some time with your family and friends this season. I am very much   
looking forward to having everyone together to celebrate. 
 

Some of your District leaders had a trip last month to DG training and Zone      
Institute. We came back energized and full of great ideas! Steve has written us a 
very nice report of his time in beautiful Tucson! That’s just one of the perks of 
being in the DG line (we are still accepting applications for DG as well if you’re 
interested!) 
 

If you are a club leader in Colorado- I would very much appreciate you passing 
along the License Plate petition forms. We have included a hard copy that would 
be easy to just pass around at your Rotary Club meetings to get physical            
signatures. Just print them, pass it around and get as many signatures as you can, 
and then mail them back to our Rotary District to the South for processing. They 
have made it very easy! 
 

Looking forward to January, there is a great three month period coming up that 
would be a great time to do some visioning and strategic planning! (Wink, Wink!) 
If you’re interested in seeing how the District can help, please email me, at 
shuriescheel@gmail.com . 
 

I hope that you’re all excited to join us in Lander June 9-11th for the District Conference. Registration is open now- register at  
rotary5440.org. We have some very exciting activities, speakers, and service projects that we are preparing for you. We are     
excited to see you there! 
 

Especially at this time of year, I like to take some time to reflect back on the year we’re finishing. I am so very grateful to have 
been given this opportunity. Serving Rotary as DG is such an honor. Being able to visit your clubs and see the work that you are 
doing all over our District is a humbling experience. You are doing so much 
to make this world a better place- in big ways and small. The combined 
footprint of Rotary is huge! I am so grateful for you and all that you do for 
this great organization! I hope you enjoy your celebrations with family and 
friends, and I wish you a very Happy New Year! 
 

Shurie 
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Happy Holidays! 

Shurie Scheel, District Governor 2021-2022  

Rotary District 5440 

Email:  shuriescheel@gmail.com  

Thermopolis Rotary Club  The Scheel family:  L to R,  Kaden, Alayna,  

Shurie, Phillip 
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Polio Eradication Update - November 19, 2021 

 
Dear Polio Eradication Warriors, 
  

Two new Wild Polio cases reported this week.    
I'm sorry to report that after more than ten months, Afghanistan has confirmed two new Wild Polio Type 1 cases.  The two  
affected children are ages 10 months (female) and 25 months (male)  and had an onset of paralysis on October 29 and October 
20 in the Kunduz Province. 
While this is disappointing, it is not totally unexpected due to the suspension of house to house vaccinations in Kuduz since    
2019 - until they were restated last week.  Additional vaccinations rounds will be initiated in the Kuduz area soon.     
               

What is that Polio Picture?  -  Polio vaccinations continue in Afghanistan 

  
Last week, Afghanistan completed a four day, country-wide Polio Vaccination Campaign targeting ten million children including 
3.3 million who were missed since 2019 by the house to house vaccination ban.  
  

 A Win Against Polio is a Win For Global Health! 

2021 Circulating Vaccine Derived Polio Case Total - 453   Afghanistan - 43 (308 in 2020), Angola - 0 (3 in 2020),Benin - 2 (3 in 

2020), Burkina Faso - 1 (65 in 2020), Cameroon - 1 (7 in 2020), CAR - 0 (4 in 2020), Chad - 0 (99 in 2020), Congo - 2 (2 in 

2020), Cote d' Ivoire - 0 (63 in 2020), DRC - 11 (81 in 2020), Ethiopia - 9 (36 in 2020), Ghana - 0 (11 in 2020), Guinea - 6 (44 in 

2020), Guinea Bissau - 3 (0 on 2020), Liberia - 3 (0 in 2020),Madagascar - 10 (2 in 2020), Mali - 0 (52 in 2020), Malaysia - 0 (1 in 

2020),  Niger - 5 (10 in 2020), Nigeria - 280 (8 in 2020), Pakistan - 8 (135 in 2020), Philippines - 0 (1 in 2020), Senegal  - 16 (0 in 

2020) ,Sierra Leone - 5 (10 in 2020), Somalia - 1 (14 in 2020), South Sudan - 9 (50 in 2020), Sudan - 0 (58 in 2020), Tajikistan - 32 

(1 in 2020), Togo - 0 (9 in 2020), Ukraine - 1 (0 in 2020), and Yemen - 3 (33 in 2020). 

New This Week - Afghanistan - 2 Wild Polio Type 1 cases, Nigeria - 6 cVDPV2 Cases and 26 cVDPV2 Samples.  

A total of 1,109 Vaccine Derived Polio cases were reported in 26 countries in 2020. 

Quote of the Day  

"In the past, jobs were about muscles.  Now they are about brains.  But in the future they will be about the heart."   

Minouche Shafik, Director of the London School of Economics 

The Final Two Polio Endemic Countries: 

Pakistan No new Wild Polio cases reported this week. One Wild Polio case reported in 2021.  The most       

recent case had an onset of paralysis on 1/27/21.  Pakistan reported 84 Wild Polio cases in 2020.  No WPV1 

or cVDPV2 Positive Environmental Samples were reported this week in Pakistan.   

   Afghanistan Two new Wild Polio cases reported this 

week. Three Wild Polio cases reported in 2021. The most recent 
case had an onset of paralysis on 11/29/21. Afghanistan     
reported 56 Wild Polio cases in 2020. No WPV1 or cVDPV2-

Positive Environmental Samples were reported this week in  
Afghanistan.  

 

   Our Goal is Global Polio Eradication!!  
  

Terry Ziegler, Endowment/Major Gifts Adviser Rotary Region 36  
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Morrill (NE) Rotary Club Project 

By Tricia Strauch 
 
Hello everyone- 
 

I wanted to share our project with you and what our grant  
money is going to.  We are excited about it - and this is the   
article that will hopefully be in the paper soon.  Joe Sherwood 
suggested that maybe it could be included in the newsletter. 
 

The Morrill Rotary Club, partnering with Rotary District 5440 
presented to Morrill Public Schools, Wednesday, November 17, 
2021, a check for $10,000 for the new well drilled at the site of 
the school's new Agriculture Education Complex in Morrill. The 
club was able to leverage $5000 from District 5440 because 
each of the 17 members in the club donate $100 annually to the 
Rotary International Foundation and the Morrill Club matched 
the $5000 from the Rotary District. 

 
 
 
 

Rotary International is dedicated to causes that build             
international relationships, improve lives, and create a better 
world. These causes are promoting peace, fighting disease, 
providing clean water, sanitation and hygiene, saving mothers 
and children, supporting education, growing local economies, 
and protecting the environment. The Morrill Rotary club,   
founded in 1936, supports  global efforts through its commit-
ment to Rotary International Foundation giving and has        
participated in giving local funds to support many specific            
International projects over several decades.  
 

The Morrill Club, however, is particularly committed to making 
an impact locally as well. This clean water project really         
addresses three of the Rotary causes: 1) clean water, 2) sup-
porting education, and 3) growing local economies. The Morrill 
Schools Agriculture Education complex will provide hands-on 
career and technical education to students from both Morrill 
Public Schools and Mitchell Public Schools, as the two schools 
have a joint FFA Chapter. This hands-on career and technical 
education relates to the primary industry of our local economy 
and should positively impact our Ag-based workforce for      
decades to come. 
 

The Rotary Club of Morrill is a small club, but mighty in it's    
impact. Superintendent Sherwood says, "The Club has been 
very supportive of the school for many years, with various    
projects. But on this project, not only has the Club sponsored 
the well with a $10,000 donation, Janine Schmidt, the Village 
Clerk is a member of our club and the Village sold the 10-acre, 
Brown's Field to the school for $0.00. Also Janine brought to my 
attention a $50,000 Greater Good grant sponsored by the    
Panhandle Partnership, which I applied for and will find out if 
we are awarded in April of 2022. Kevin Kelley, CEO of Kelley 
Bean, is a graduate of Morrill Public Schools and is a long time 
member of the Morrill Club. Kelley Bean committed $25,000 to 
this project. Matt Harris, President of Morrill's Platte Valley 
Bank, is also a member of the Morrill Rotary Club and with 
Matt's help, Platte Valley Bank committed $100,000 to this   
project. Through Platte Valley Bank, I was given information 
about another local foundation, and I applied for a large grant 
from that foundation as well; the award notifications from that 
foundation should be forthcoming. One can easily see that the 
Rotary Club of Morrill, it's members and the businesses and 
organizations they represent have had a major impact on this 
project, which should serve the school students and the region 
for years to come." 
 

"Luikens Well Service drilled the 
well for us on Tuesday, November 
16, 2021", said Superintendent 
Sherwood. "Russell's Excavation and 
Construction is our general contrac-
tor on this project, and they poured 
the footings; Independent Plumbing 
has completed the rough in for  
below grade sewer; Strauch Electric 
has completed the rough in for the 
below grade electrical work.  
Weather permitting, the flatwork 
will be poured on Friday, November 
19, 2021 and then we will wait to make progress on the building 
till the steel arrives. B&C Steel told me yesterday that the steel 
is scheduled to arrive on January 21, 2022. If all goes well, the 
facility should be ready for occupancy in April 2022, if not be-
fore." 
 

The Morrill School Board, the administration, the Ag Education 
teachers and students are filled with gratitude toward Rotary 

District 5440, the 
Rotary Club of 
Morrill and all of 
it's club       
members for the 
ongoing support 
for education in 
Morrill, but also 
for supporting 
Rotary causes 
across the globe. 

From left to right: Ryan Stec - the Ag Property Manager 
for Morrill Schools; Steve Lutz - long time Rotarian whose 
daughter, Megan, designed the graphics for the banner; 
Joe Sherwood - Morrill Rotarian and Superintendent of 
Morrill Schools; Tricia Strauch - Morrill Rotary Club       
President and Rotary District Grant writer 
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Rotary Club of Fort Collins - After Work 
  
By DGN Steve Sehnert, Steamboat Springs RC 

Rotarians from 30 Districts in the Big West met in 

Tucson, Arizona for three days of intensive training 

for future District Governors.  Three separate       

programs were organized, GETS for Governors Elect, 

GNTS for Governors Nominee, and a Partner’s      

program.  This in-person training was the follow-up 

to three and a half months of weekly Zoom meetings 

and on-line assignments using tools in Rotary        

International’s Learning Center and questions       

prepared by our team of  instructors. 

We should all be very proud of our District 5440 due 

to their leadership of this training program headed 

by PDG Barbara Redder from the Casper-Five Trails 

club who was the Team Leader for the entire        

Governor Education Team.  Karoline Woodruff, a 

member of the Greeley Centennial Club and wife of 

our PDG Chris Woodruff was the leader of the  Part-

ner’s program and conducted several Zoom meetings 

before the in-person training.  PDG Chris Woodruff 

(Greeley Centennial) and PDG Chuck Rutenberg (Ft 

Collins) were also instructors for various topics     

during this training.  

 

 

GETS & GNTS Training in Tucson  

DGE Lee Varra-Nelson and DGN Steve Sehnert received their diplomas at 

the conclusion of the training.  Also, in the photo is PDG Barbara Redder 

and Vicki Puliz, the RI Director from our Zones 26 & 27 which includes the 

entire Western US from Colorado through Hawaii and parts of Canada. 
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6th Annual Casino Night Raises Over $243k for Local Student Scholarships 
 

Overwhelming Community Support for this Year's Hybrid Event at The Wort Hotel 
 
The Wort Hotel and JH Rotary Lunch Club Foundation celebrated an in-person 
and virtual hybrid Casino Night on November 6 in the Silver Dollar Bar with our 
generous community's help.  
  
Rotary President Jim Waldrop and President/General Manager of The Wort Hotel 
welcomed guests to Casino Night. Waldrop spoke of the gratitude for our valley's 
generosity towards scholarship programs like Rotary's and how support from 
programs like this encourages students to dream big and achieve their goals.  
  
Bill Baxter, the owner of The Wort Hotel, Mr. Waldrop, and everyone at The Wort 
Hotel, continues to make Casino Night a cannot miss event in Jackson's social 
calendar. In the last five years, their efforts have raised over a million dollars for 
student scholarships that benefit a diverse array of students who have shown 
merit through academics, work ethic, drive, and future goals. 
  

This year's hybrid event meant limited in-person tickets 
were sold; however, folks could join online and pick up a 
prime rib     dinner to enjoy during the festivities. While the 
traditional gambling elements such as blackjack and roulette 
tables were not present due to COVID, attendees enjoyed 
incredible entertainment from the Jackson 6 jazz band.   
  
Hosts Jeff Ward, Erin Weissman and Jim Waldrop, kept the 
enthusiasm for silent auction items and donations going 
throughout the night. An original Amy Ringholz painting, 
custom J.W. Bennett hat and rounds of golf were among the 
fantastic auction items generously donated by sposors. After 
all the chips were counted, Casino Night raised $243,863 for 
student scholarships.  
    
Casino Night would not be possible without our generous 
sponsors who step up to support local students year after 
year.  
  
"We are beyond grateful for a community that, every year, knows the value of supporting our hardworking students through 
scholarship opportunities," says Rotary President Jim Waldrop. "Everyone at Rotary and The Wort Hotel works diligently to make 
this event happen, and we thank everyone who supported us and our generous, amazing sponsors for encouraging our local  
students to reach their potential and fulfill their dreams."  

  
About Jackson Hole Rotary Lunch Club 
The Rotary Club of Jackson Hole is dedicated to improving education, health, and human services through a variety of projects 
and programs in Jackson Hole, the surrounding region, and across the globe. The Rotary Foundation of Jackson Hole awards local 
Teton County students every year with scholarships from monies raised by the annual Casino Night at The Wort Hotel. The     
Rotary Exchange Student Program provides opportunities for Jackson students to learn about different cultures by sending local 
students abroad, and welcoming students from around the world.  
  
As part of Rotary International, Jackson Hole Rotarians support humanitarian service and help to build goodwill and peace in the 
world. There are 1.2 million Rotary members in 34,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas.  Rotary 
clubs have been serving communities worldwide for more than a century. Rotary clubs around the world, initiate projects that 
address critical issues such as conflict resolution, hunger, poverty, disease, and illiteracy.  

Rotary Club of Jackson Hole Lunch 
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Colorado Rotary License Plate Project 

Dear Rotarian, 
 
Please join the effort to obtain a Colorado Rotary License plate!  We want to expand the 
awareness of Rotary across the state of Colorado.  Your signature on the digital petition (click 
on the blue link) will allow this prototype to be approved by our legislature in January or 
February.   
 
 

                                            
 

Please click on the blue link below to sign the digital petition! 
 
THEN....share the link with every registered Colorado voter who is over 18 that you 
know.  We want to gather 3,000 signatures! 
 
 
The example, above, is the license plate we are requesting to receive approval. 
 
Link to Colorado Rotary License Plate Request 
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/212845566691062
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Upcoming District Events    

             https://rotary5440.org/ 

District Governor—Shurie Scheel 

     Service Above Self 

District 5440 is using Zoom for our video conference 
meetings.  Some clubs are now meeting in person and 
some are having hybrid meetings, in person and virtual.  
There is a list of clubs that are doing virtual meetings on 
the District website.  If your club is not listed and wish to 
be listed, you can email Kellie 
at rotary5440@yahoo.com.  

 

                        Kick that virus! 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2022  

        June 9, 2022, 5:00 PM - June 11, 2022, 9:00 PM 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2023  

        June 8, 2023, 5:00 PM - June 10, 2023, 9:00 PM 

• High Country President Elect Training Seminar - PETS 

       The Westin Westminster 

      March 4 , 2022 - March 6, 2022 

https://rotary5440.org/
https://rotary5440.org/
mailto:rotary5440@yahoo.com
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/high-country-president-elect-training-seminar-pets

