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Things usually slow down this time of year for me, and I hope for you.  So many 

projects hibernate for the winter, and it gives me a chance to catch up and move 

other projects ahead.  I hope you are getting this opportunity as well. 

Your contributions have been coming in for the Marshall Fire.  I am blown away by 

the generosity of our District!  Over 500 families lost their homes, and the area 

will be dealing with the devastation for years to come.  The District leadership  

approved up to $20,000 to be used as a match for all club contributions collected 

by our Treasurer.  So far, we have received $32,784!  We might still get a few 

more donations in.  Our total contribution from the District so far is $52,784!  This 

far exceeded my expectations.  I am so very grateful, and so are the people of 

Boulder County that were affected by the fire.  

The District Executive Committee met, led by our excellent facilitator, Phil       

Murphy, last weekend in Cheyenne for our first annual retreat.  We spent our 

time forming what will become the District Action Plan.  After much discussion, I 

am sure that the direction of the District is clear, and we are on a great path for-

ward.  Thank you to all the dedicated Rotarians who attended.  They did some of the hard work, now we just have to follow 

through.  

On the Colorado license plate effort, we are making steady progress.  We submitted over 3,000 signatures, but around 500 were 

deemed ineligible or duplicates.  We are getting close, but if you are a Colorado club, please continue to pass around the      

signature sheets, taking them to your club, your business, your church- anywhere that you can think of that is new.  I think if we 

all keep working at it, we will get there.  Let me know if you need copies of the signature sheets please.  Don’t forget there is also 

an online petition, if you would prefer.  

Please make sure that your President Elect and President Elect Nominee know about PETS, and are registered.  The committee is 

excited to be back in person this year in Denver, at our new hotel- the Westin.  Registration is now open, and we are eager to see 

our PE’s, PEN’s, AG’s and guests at PETS in Denver, March 4th-6th.  To register, or for more information, go to https://

highcountrypets.org/. 

As the District Conference comes together, I am excited to see you in Lander -June 9-11th. Registration is open now- HERE. We 

have a fantastic committee working on getting us some hands-on service projects on Wind River Indian     Reservation.  I will send 

out information to you as soon as it is finalized.  The afternoon activities are also shaping up, and I don’t know how someone will 

choose- they all sound fun!  I am very eager to hear from Kelly Adkinson about membership engagement as well.  He is so pas-

sionate about Rotary- and his enthusiasm is contagious! I hope to see you in Lander!  
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DC Message (Continued) 

 

I look forward to warmer weather, but I am enjoying this slower season of planning.  I hope you are making the most of your 
sleepy winter as well. 

 

Shurie Scheel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Johnson Haffner is the District’s District Governor Nominee Designate and will be 

District Governor in Rotary year 2024-2025.  

Julie, a professional fund raiser and a Colorado native, was one of the first women to join Rotary 

in northern Colorado.  During her nearly 35 years as a Rotary member, she has served as an   

Assistant Governor in District 5440; President of the Rotary Club of Loveland (CO); an active 

member of several District committees; a trainer at PETS and a presenter at District assemblies 

and conferences.  Julie is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, a member of the Paul Harris Society and a 

major donor.  

Julie graduated from Colorado State University with a B.S. in Consumer Sciences and a minor in 

business.  She raised money for hospitals, a university system and a community foundation    

during her 40-plus year career as an executive director and certified fundraising executive. 

After leaving full-time business, Julie created her consulting business, Blue Jewels LLC, to teach 

nonprofit organizations how to build their boards, grow their fundraising capacity and expand 

their leadership skills.  Currently, she serves on the boards of the Children’s Museum of Northern 

Colorado and Sunrise Community Health. J ulie is also a member of Kappa Alpha Theta and PEO. 

Julie is the mother of three adult daughters and “Mimi” to five young grandchildren.  She is an 

accomplished hand-knitter as well as a “pretty-darn-good” country cook.  When she isn’t seeing 

her kids, Julie travels to complete her goal of visiting every National Park in the United States.  She is married to Gene Haffner, a 

proud Rotary spouse who is a Paul Harris Fellow, a member of the Paul Harris Society and her cowboy cha-cha dance partner. 

They live in Windsor, Colorado.  

Shurie Scheel, District Governor 2021-2022  

Rotary District 5440 

Email:  shuriescheel@gmail.com  

Thermopolis Rotary Club  

The Scheel family:  L to R,  Kaden, Alayna, Shurie, Phillip 

Meet Your NEW DGND 

mailto:shuriescheel@gmail.com
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Rotary Club of Fort Collins - After Work 
  
The Rotary Club of Loveland Celebrates 100 Years of Rotary - FINALLY 
 

Due to the pandemic, this celebration has been delayed for two years.  The club is now 102 years old.  
 
On May 21, 2022, we will have the Gala of all Galas at the Embassy Suites in Loveland.  There is a fantastic program planned with 
1920’s era decorations, music, entertainment.  Wait till you see the montage of baby/childhood pictures of some of our       
members!  Bet you can’t guess who they are!  Hint:  one is a PDG, one is a future DG. 
 
   

 

  

We’d love for you to join us.  Contact Brian Nienhaus for information and how to get tickets. Bnienhaus8047@gmail.com  

Over the past 100 years, the Rotarians in Loveland have been a busy, friendly bunch. 

In 2020, the Loveland Rotary Club presented to the City of Loveland one of the tall Rotary Tower Clocks for the Foundry Plaza in 
downtown Loveland.  It is a centerpiece of the plaza—Meet me at the Clock! 
 
To celebrate their 75th Anniversary, the Loveland Rotarians raised money for a bench at North Lake Park.  They never put the 
bench in, but spearheaded the Lynn and Norma Hammond Amphitheater instead. 
 
The Loveland Rotary Club has always had a heart for service.  In 1990 Loveland Rotarians began the Governor’s Art Show which is 
now a yearly event at the Loveland Museum.  It features all Colorado Artists—painters and sculptors—displaying their work for a 
month.  The sales have been a nice fund raiser for Rotary projects and giving.  This year’s show is April 23 through May 22. 
 
Several Loveland Rotarians started the Kids Pak program about 12 years ago which has become a major source of weekend food 
for food insecure kids.  It began by providing 34 backpacks for students.  It has grown to about 700 weekend bags.  There are 
several hundred volunteers for Kids Pak and sponsorship by many entities including Suburu’s Share the Love campaign.   It is now 
a stand-alone 501 c3 entity thanks to Tom and Corrine Carrigan. 
 
Another very successful project/fundraiser is the annual Duck Race in the Thompson River as it flows by Fairgrounds Park.  There 
are practically year-round events in conjunction with the Duck Race.  The Duck Race allows the LRC to be as generous as we are. 
 
The Loveland Rotary Club enjoys sister status with the Tehuacan Mexico Rotary Club and has assisted with water projects and 
dental projects and visits back and forth. 
 
With starter support from the Loveland Rotary Club, a group of dentists and dental technicians started offering their services 
doing dentures for people in Mexico.  This project grew into what it is today—the Son Rises Project—a stand-alone 501 c3.   
 

 

Rotary Club of Loveland  

Continued on page 4 
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Rotary Club of Loveland (Continued) 

Self-contained portable dental units are used by the graduating dentists in Mexico.  These are moved from school to school to 
give dental support to children. Retired dentist Dick Schilling was a primary mover for this project. 
 
The Loveland Rotary Club supports Student and Teacher of the Month awards, college and vocational scholarships, Dictionary/
Chrome books and I-pads for elementary students, tutoring, RYLA, and exchange students, among many other good works.  We 
welcomed several GSE teams when they were active.  Fun Fact:  Past President Tim Veldhuizen met his wife during an exchange!  
We have sponsored two additional clubs in Loveland—Thompson Valley Rotary Club and Mountain View Rotary Club.  And two 
satellite clubs—Loveland Satellite and Berthoud Satellite.  
 
In the planning of the 100th Anniversary celebration,  several long-time Rotarians were quoted.  Sixty year member and PP Fred 
Fishburn, “Club fellowship creates Friendships”.  Sixty year Rotarian and PP and PDG Lynn Hammond, “Rotary has provided me 
and my family with unlimited opportunities not only to see the world, but also to realize how people worldwide have the same 
desires for their families and communities locally and beyond”.  Fifty year Rotarian, PP and PDG Mo Heth, “The work that Rotary 
has allowed me to do shows that there are people of good will and willingness to help others all over the world”.  Fun Fact:  the 
story goes that Mo met his wife Marilyn at a Colorado/Wyoming football game.  She told him to sit down and be quiet because he 
was cheering for the wrong team!   
 
Here's to the next 100 years of Rotary doing good in the world, not only in Loveland, but all of District 5440. 
 
 
          

Rotary Club of Steamboat Springs 
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Marshall Fire Report 
 

I want to give a huge thank you to the following clubs and individuals that contributed to 

the Marshall Fire fund.  

Shurie Scheel, DG 

 

Rotary Clubs:      Individuals: 

Ski Town USA       Michael Kujawa 

Loveland Thompson Valley    Bob Sanderson 

Cheyenne       Robert Vinton 

Estes Valley Sunrise     Roy Allen 

Fort Collins Breakfast     Marvin Childers III MD 

Douglas       Carl Dierschow 

Steamboat Springs      John & Joyce Vandel 

Jackson Hole Supper     David Carmichael 

Greeley Centennial     George Stroh 

   Donna Burrill- Burrill Financial Services 

 

Together, we raised $52,784 to help the victims with their recovery.  

Over 500 families lost their homes. Our money went to the local Rotary District 5450, to be 

used as they see fit. They will report back to us how the money was spent. 
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January 2022 Global Grant Newsletter / Status Update 

“Potable/Hygienic Water Distribution System for Two El Salvador Communities” 

Dearest friends and partners, 

As we begin the New Year, it can be so easy to get caught up in hoping and wishing that things will be different in 2022. And yes, 

in a lot of ways, I wish that as well. However, I have been extremely grateful for several things in 2021, and I would like to share 

with you my gratitude for all that you mean to me and this project. 

 

I have received an amazing level of support from all of you for this Global Grant project. The level of enthusiasm that you all 

have showed has been both gratifying and inspiring. You have consistently and repeatedly: 

• Encouraged me in this endeavor, through your support and enthusiasm. The boost to my energy level is stratospheric!  

• Shared the knowledge and wisdom that you have gained over the years. Learning from you saves me time and effort; both 

on the project side and on the Global Grant side. 

• Connected me to others that can help, whether within your club, within your district, or outside of Rotary. I never expected 

to connect with so many generous Rotarians. 

• Pledged some of your most valuable international club and DDF (and even some of your own) funds to this project. With 

your help, I’m experiencing the extreme satisfaction of being involved in something much bigger than me. 

 

In short, thank you most sincerely for being so generous with your time and energy, your experience, and your funds. Thank You 

for connecting and working together to improve lives. 

 

Brief overview: This grant is to support the CSU chapter of Engineers Without Borders to implement their project for El Pital and 

Las Tablas, El Salvador. Water will be pumped from a well up to a storage tank, and gravity fed to households, supplying ~750 

people with clean safe water. The monthly fees will pay for the consumables and maintenance. The GG is sponsored Fort Collins 

Breakfast RC is working with the Maquilishuat RC in El Salvador, in partnership with an international selection of club, district, 

and individual partners. 

 

A quick update on the project funding: We are still in the funding phase of the Global Grant process. At this point, the project 

has received committed pledges in http://www.matchinggrants.org/. 

 

 
Continued on page 7 

http://www.matchinggrants.org/
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January 2022 Global Grant Newsletter / Status Update 

(Continued) 
 

NOTES: 

1. These are the pledges that have been entered in the Matching Grants web site (which can be viewed at https://

www.matchinggrants.org/global/project2736.html. 

2. Some District DDF funds are pending approval of the corresponding district committee. 

 

Beyond the funds officially pledged above, an additional $14,400 of funding (including $2000 of DDF) has been verbally pledged, 

but not yet entered in the Matching Grants web site Including those pending funds, the project now only needs $32,500 in    

additional pledged funding. 

 

Next Steps: 

• I will continue pursuing the remaining project funding.    

        o    If you know of any Rotary clubs (or other entities!) that would be interested in supporting such a project, please let me       

know! JoeGMcCarthy@yahoo.com, 970-412-4022. 

       o     If you have not yet entered your pledged funding into the web site, please do so - at https://www.matchinggrants.org/

global/project2736.html. 

• With lots of help from you and others, I’ll continue working on the MOU and on the Community Assessment deliverables for 

Rotary International. 

• The March trip to El Salvador is still planned where we will meet the most gracious members of Maquilishuat  Rotary Club in 

El Salvador, follow up with the two communities, and connect with the drilling company(ies). 

• The Engineers Without Borders team is addressing the COVID and supply chain impacts on project costs and timing. They 

are also pursuing other funding sources (which would go directly to EWB).  

 

Again, a most sincere Rotary Thank You to all of you who have contributed to this project; through your involvement, your 

funds, your advice. May all of you and all of yours have a very gratifying 2022 in service to others! 

 

~ Joe McCarthy / JoeGMcCarthy@yahoo.com / +1 970-412-4022 

 

2022 - 2023 RI Presidential Theme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The logo for the 2022-23 Rotary presidential theme "Imagine Rotary" was designed 
by Riki Salam, an Australian aboriginal artist. He also created the logo for the 2023 
Rotary International Convention which will be held in Melbourne. Learn more about 
the meaning of each element of the design:  https://on.rotary.org/3rzamuU  

"Imagine a world that deserves our best, where we get up each day knowing that 
we can make a difference."  

President-elect Jennifer Jones revealed the 2022-23 presidential theme, Imagine 
Rotary, today. She's urging #Rotary members to dream big. Imagine… what dreams 
will you help realize?  Learn more: https://on.rotary.org/3rCXK4r 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fon.rotary.org%2F3rzamuU%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3VlyUR0GnPsahN1d7thNlCtYBqdkOF-ZWFejepyQ3N5hXEzja0FufyaaE&h=AT33J4N9aPPKPEUJ8DEcldYVmNFE4JkS4gBiJbGjDr3lpsA6bcYRne2VY89t-MoOlpGsedefbedTgtJhyss-vvT9zjkCovQmWeqelLRs769hnJbajCf
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rotary?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXkpDU7abkULsWZNHvPB_ZscY3wKRZY_Ldarjqk711RVOQC0kmbD9gL8lP-J2vITQjy4Fn86tcgz7unJXWWzBwPcOxGtjL7rgCvP13LdaJhrnMo65LtSz1GKxkSO6IE752fSZjaKmWrW7LiY9Gjb_lQse9d9_B9bqzvokfh1E38ac7Yrcd6OoBj_rnyLFFSY_
https://on.rotary.org/3rCXK4r?fbclid=IwAR0hrhPL9M_bBTzhlsMzgYuEPYe3gpcngjkOItaDH-qQX90JxblOwcKdMII
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Woohoomanity 
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Upcoming District Events    

             https://rotary5440.org/ 

District Governor—Shurie Scheel 

     Service Above Self 

District 5440 is using Zoom for our video conference 
meetings.  Some clubs are now meeting in person and 
some are having hybrid meetings, in person and virtual.  
There is a list of clubs that are doing virtual meetings on 
the District website.  If your club is not listed and wish to 
be listed, you can email Kellie 
at rotary5440@yahoo.com.  

 

                        Kick that virus! 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2022  

        June 9, 2022, 5:00 PM - June 11, 2022, 9:00 PM 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2023  

        June 8, 2023, 5:00 PM - June 10, 2023, 9:00 PM 

• High Country President Elect Training Seminar - PETS 

 
      The Westin Westminster 

      March 4 , 2022 - March 6, 2022 

• District Fall Assembly 

        Laramie County Community College, Cheyenne 

       September 17, 2022, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

• District Spring Assembly 

        April 23, 2022, Virtual Event 

https://rotary5440.org/
https://rotary5440.org/
mailto:rotary5440@yahoo.com
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
https://rotary5440.org/event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2023/
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/high-country-president-elect-training-seminar-pets
https://rotary5440.org/event/district-assembly/

