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As we begin anew this year, I hope that you have a few minutes to appreciate 

2021, and have been renewed by the holidays with fresh enthusiasm.   

Our newsletter is a bit delayed this month as I was waiting for confirmation of 

this: Our District has committed to helping those that were affected by the      

Marshall Fire in Boulder County, Colorado.  Over 500 families lost their homes, 

and the area will be dealing with the devastation for years to come.  The District     

leadership has approved up to $20,000 to be used a match for all club               

contributions collected by our Treasurer.  Because of the vast amount of need, 

you need to commit these club funds as soon as possible.  We would like to send 

our contribution all together from our District by the end of January.  
 

It is with great enthusiasm that I get to announce that the District Nominating 

Committee held interviews last weekend, and has made a fantastic choice in Julie 

Johnson-Haffner from Loveland Rotary Club.  I hope that you will join me in       

welcoming Julie warmly.  She has served Rotary very well as a President, Assistant Governor and more, and I know that she will do 

a great job as your District Governor in 2024-25. 

It is a great time of year to do some visioning and strategic planning! (Wink, Wink!)  If you’re interested in seeing how the District 

can help, please email me. 

I hope that you’re all excited to join us in Lander June 9-11th for the District Conference.  Registration is open now- register at 

rotary5440.org.  We have some very exciting activities, speakers, and service projects that we are preparing for you.  We are    

excited to see you there! 

On the membership front- Rotary as a whole is up a bunch this Rotary year, but our District is struggling with membership, and 

have suffered a loss so far.  If all of us work together and recruit someone to 

join our fantastic clubs, we can turn this around.   

It is hard to believe we are already over half way through this Rotary year.  

It is flying by!  Thank you for all the work you’ve already put in this Rotary 

year.  Rotary is a great organization because of you!  

 

Shurie 
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Happy New Year! 

Shurie Scheel, District Governor 2021-2022  

Rotary District 5440 

Email:  shuriescheel@gmail.com  

Thermopolis Rotary Club  The Scheel family:  L to R,  Kaden, Alayna,  

Shurie, Phillip 

https://rotary5440.org/page/rotary-district-5440-conference
https://rotary5440.org/page/rotary-district-5440-conference
rotary5440.org/
mailto:shuriescheel@gmail.com
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Rotary Club of Fort Collins - After Work 
  
Rotary Club Celebrates 90 Years 
By Tyler Martineau  

tmartineau@torringtontelegram.com  

 

Things tend to change over the course of 90 years, but The  
Torrington Rotary Club has always stay true to its main         
purpose.  

Changes have been made to the Rotary Club throughout the 
years alongside the everlasting values of the organization.  

President of the Torrington Rotary Club Brett Malm said    
members adopt the motto of “service above self” and are    
encouraged to give back to the community in any way they can.  

“The purpose of the club is to connect people who then work 
together to solve community problems, provide humanitarian 
aid, and promote goodwill and peace,” Malm said.  

The core beliefs of the club, which stem from an organization 
with roots all over the world, have been around since the    
establishment of Rotary when irradicating Polio was the main 
concern.  

The way each club ensures they are following the ideals of  
Rotary is to abide by the questions of the “4-way test” which is:  

Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

 Wayne Gentry, who has been a Rotarian for 45 years, says it is 
recited at the beginning of each meeting.  

“It’s just something that they developed. [They] just want to be 
ethical and follow those standards,” Gentry said.  

Malm stated the 4-way Test is the cornerstone of Rotary.  

“Its four brief questions are not based on culture or religion. 
Instead, they are a simple checklist for ethical behavior of the 
things we think, say or do,” Malm said.  

For Gentry, the biggest change he has seen in the club has been 
an increase in inclusivity.  Not only were women only allowed 
to be Rotary Ann’s and not actual Rotarians when he first    
started, but there was also a limit to one person of each       
profession or business. 

“They really opened up the classification to try to really grow 
Rotary,” Gentry said.  “Now there’s more than one person for 
many classifications.”  

Gentry added the inclusion of women to the club was also a 
major benefit.  

 

 

 

“Another wonderful thing Rotary International did was allow 
women into the club.  That’s the best thing that’s helped out 
the club,” Gentry said.  

In terms of current acts of service for the community, Malm 
said his main focus as president has been on disadvantaged 
youth in Goshen County.  One way the club is helping is by   
selling signs in support of first responders to help the police 
department with funding the new youth alternatives program.  

Gentry said the signs are $20 apiece and all the proceeds go 
straight to the funds for the program.  

The biggest event for the club each year is the annual wine 
tasting and silent auction which the proceeds are used to help 
a variety of the projects in the community.  

According to Malm, some of the projects include The Goshen 
County Library, St. Joseph’s Children’s Home, Torrington Police 
Department, WyoHelp, highway clean-up, scholarships and 
recognition of students of the month in Goshen County 
Schools, supplying dictionaries for students, working/
partnering with The City of Torrington on the walking/biking 
trail, and raising money and awareness of residents impacted 
by Alzheimer’s and Dementia.  

After 90 years, the goal for the Torrington Rotary Club          
continues to be helping the community.  

“I just feel it’s important to give back to the community in 
some way,” Gentry said.   

 

 

 

Rotary Club of Torrington  

mailto:tmartineau@torringtontelegram.com
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE | June 9-11, 2022 | LANDER, WY 
 
Located centrally in the state and situated in a lush river valley at the base of the Wind River mountain range, Lander has a 
wealth of culture and history in addition to access to exceptional and diverse recreation. 
 
We are excited to announce our two Keynote speakers; Lauren Graefe, and Kelly Atkinson.  Laurel Graefe from the FED in     
Nashville, is the youngest ever director of the FED and will be giving a talk “What is up at the FED?”  Kelly Atkinson is a dynamic 
speaker from Rotary in Utah.  He will engage the audience with a conversation about membership, and building a strong and  
engaging club. 
 
Because Lander has so much to offer, we have built in guided activities to each day’s itinerary, including: Service Project          
opportunities, an Art District Tour, Birds of the Valley viewing, a Nature Hike, Guided Mountain Biking, Guided Rock Climbing at 
Sinks Canyon, Historic South Pass Tour.  Lander also has excellent museums, extensive trails and phenomenal public fishing     
access.  If you would like an information/travel packet, simply email The Conference Committee Chair, Mike Lilygren at 
mike@lilygren.com or our DG, Shurie Scheel.  The Conference Committee will be sending out physical packets to clubs soon, so 
keep your eyes open. 
 
We encourage you to truly explore Lander during your visit.  
 
Much of the District 5440 conference will take place at the Lander Community and Convention Center, situated on the lower 
green of the Lander Golf Course.  The Center is an easy 5 minute drive from most downtown hotels, shopping, and restaurants. 
 
To facilitate those traveling with children under 12, we have contracted the Lander Children’s Museum to host a no-cost child-
care during the breakout sessions.  Please add this to your registration details when signing up.  It will be fantastic.  
  
Early bird full conference registration rate is $139 - now until January 31st.  The regular registration rate is $155.  
 
For registration, details on activities, and updates on breakout sessions, visit https://rotary5440.org/page/rotary-district-5440-
conference. 

District Conference 

http://www.landerchildrensmuseum.org/
https://rotary5440.org/page/rotary-district-5440-conference
https://rotary5440.org/page/rotary-district-5440-conference
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Kentucky Tornado Relief 
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Upcoming District Events    

             https://rotary5440.org/ 

District Governor—Shurie Scheel 

     Service Above Self 

District 5440 is using Zoom for our video conference 
meetings.  Some clubs are now meeting in person and 
some are having hybrid meetings, in person and virtual.  
There is a list of clubs that are doing virtual meetings on 
the District website.  If your club is not listed and wish to 
be listed, you can email Kellie 
at rotary5440@yahoo.com.  

 

                        Kick that virus! 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2022  

        June 9, 2022, 5:00 PM - June 11, 2022, 9:00 PM 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2023  

        June 8, 2023, 5:00 PM - June 10, 2023, 9:00 PM 

• High Country President Elect Training Seminar - PETS 

       The Westin Westminster 

      March 4 , 2022 - March 6, 2022 

https://rotary5440.org/
https://rotary5440.org/
mailto:rotary5440@yahoo.com
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/high-country-president-elect-training-seminar-pets

