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I hope you are all staying warm this week, with this sudden return to winter!  I 

want to first of all give a huge thank you to all the PE’s, PEN’s, AG’s and facilitators 

that worked so hard at PETS last weekend in Denver.  It was a great turnout, and 

the energy was palpable!  I could tell that we all had missed these gatherings.  I 

don’t know about you- but PETS always gives me some renewed energy and    

enthusiasm!  Hanging out with Rotarians feeds my soul.  There were a few topics 

that were recurring at PETS that I want to cover this month.  

First, a PolioPlus update.  We only had 6 cases of Wild Polio virus in the world in 

2021, which is a huge improvement from 2020!  There were 4 cases in      

Afghanistan, and 1 in Pakistan.  The other one was actually diagnosed in Malawi 

(Africa), but was traced back to Pakistani origins.  They have decided rather than 

making Malawi endemic again (and the Africa continent regressing back), they 

would credit that case as a second case in Pakistan, which is overall good news. 

The terrible news is that there were recently 8 polio vaccinators who were killed 

in what appears to be a coordinated attack in Afghanistan.  They were going    

door-to-door in various regions of Afghanistan when the attack happened.       

Because of this attack, polio vaccinations have ceased in Afghanistan, until they 

assess the situation, and determine that the vaccinators will be safe to return to 

work.  

Second, we are receiving a lot of concerned questions about what is happening in Ukraine.  As this situation unfolds, I will keep 

you updated, but here’s what I know now.  Rotary International, and the Rotary Foundation, are advising Rotarians to avoid direct 

donations to the region, as there appears to be some scams going around.  Instead, please donate directly to the Rotary       

Foundation Disaster Response Fund.  Click HERE for more information.  We do not currently, nor do we intend, to start a process 

for District Grants to be sent to Ukraine, it also take a long time to go through the Global Grant process, so we aren’t advising that 

route at this time.  TRF Disaster Response Fund is geared to quickly vet and turn around funds, and they are already responding to 

the mounting refugee crisis.  The second option for Ukraine is to sponsor a ShelterBox.  ShelterBox is already in the region        

assessing the needs, and sending boxes as they are able. ShelterBox is a partner organization of Rotary, and they are reputable 

and have a history of great projects.  

On a happier note, we are only around 90 days from the District Conference in Lander.  Time is flying by, and it will be here before 

you know it.  Please register as soon as you are able.  We are scheduled the same weekend as the Lander BeerFest, which is fun, 

but we want to make sure we get our hotel rooms first.  So, register to attend, and book your room as soon as you can. We will 

be drawing three prizes from all of those registered, one on March 31st, one on April 30th, and one on May 15th.  
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DG Message (Continued) 

To maximize your chance of winning a great prize, you will want to register soon.  I am attaching to the newsletter a       

printable pdf booklet.  Each club received a packet with information about Lander, and some printed copies of this brochure. 

This is printable, to be printed and distributed to your Rotarians at 

a club meeting to encourage everyone to register soon!  

In conjunction with the World Cafe, we would love to show a 1-2 

minute video about your global grants seeking funding.  Please 

start planning that video, no more than 2 minutes please.  We will 

need those videos by the end of May. 

As we move into the warmer months, and near the end of my term, 

I am reminded of how much work I have left to do this Rotary year.  

I need time to slow down!  PETS has also     

reminded me why Rotarians are the BEST   

people in the world. I am humbled by your 

passion and energy!  It is such an honor to 

serve as your District Governor.  Make it a 

great month! 

The Sterling Rotary Club is holding a raffle during the months of March and April.  Proceeds will be used to fund scholarships, 

build a community pavilion on the river trail and make a donation to the Sterling Community Fund.  First prize is a side 

of beef and second prize is a whole hog, processed, frozen and delivered.  Tickets are $20 each or 6 for $100.  Winners need not 

be present to win and the drawing will be held on April 29th.  Tickets may be purchased from any Sterling Rotary Club member 

or by calling the Club’s president, Dennis Foxhoven, at 970-466-4543. 

- Interact 

Club 

Shurie Scheel, District Governor 2021-2022 

Rotary District 5440 

Email:  shuriescheel@gmail.com  

Thermopolis Rotary Club  

The Scheel family:  L to R,  Alayna, Phillip, Kaden, Shurie 

Rotary Club of Sterling 

Shurie Scheel 

Rotary Club of Douglas 

Making community service "happy bags" to spread 
good cheer in our community during winter months! 

Making chocolate-covered strawberries as 

a fundraiser  

Interact Club 

mailto:shuriescheel@gmail.com
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Rotary Club of Fort Collins - After Work District Conference Brochure  
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Rotary Club of Fort Collins - After Work District Conference Half Sheet Flyer  

DISTRICT CONFERENCE IS BACK!! 

Join us in Lander to celebrate Rotary: 

-Annual Awards- Fellowship -World Cafe 

-Service Projects on Wind River Indian Reservation 

-Beer Fest   -Street Festival  -Live Band 

-Rotaract Events-Interact Events-Exchange Students 

-Free Childcare by Lander Children’s Museum 

Register and reserve your hotel today! 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE IS BACK!! 

Join us in Lander to celebrate Rotary: 

-Annual Awards- Fellowship -World Cafe 

-Service Projects on Wind River Indian Reservation 

-Beer Fest   -Street Festival  -Live Band 

-Rotaract Events-Interact Events-Exchange Students 

-Free Childcare by Lander Children’s Museum 

Register and reserve your hotel today! 

  Rotary5440.org   Rotary5440.org 
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Rotary Club of Fort Collins - After Work 

Four Bikes Delivered To Cheyenne Children With Special Needs 
Rotary Club of Cheyenne, Cheyenne Firefighters Local 279, and Pork Chop’s Auto Fund Gifts 

Four Laramie County School District One students with physical 
disabilities were given bikes on Saturday thanks to donations 
from the Cheyenne Firefighters Local 279, the Rotary Club of 
Cheyenne and Pork Chop’s Truck and Auto.  

The bikes are pediatric adaptive tricycles, which allow children 
with various disabilities to ride them. The bikes engage the full 
body and offer a strap on pedals as well as a trunk support     
system and harness. A parking brake and guide bar allow family 
and friends to guide the bike if needed. The bikes also offer a low 
transfer step, making it easier for kids to get on and off the bike.  

In October, members of the Cheyenne Firefighters Local 279 and 
the Rotary Club of Cheyenne agreed on a plan to purchase and 
give away the four bikes to children with special needs. The 
Cheyenne Rotary Club funding came from business sponsorships, 
which donated $2,500 to the effort. The bike donation was one 
of several projects around the community funded by business sponsorships around Laramie County. 

Early this winter, physical therapists and other LCSD1 school staff sent emails to all parents in the LIFE and PALS classroom to ask 
if they would like their child entered in the drawing for the bikes. Parents were asked if they thought their child would benefit 
and enjoy riding the bikes. That led to 28 potential bikers being identified and a randomized selection of four students took place 

to receive the bikes. 

“Our firefighter local has conducted a bike drive for the last several 
years with support from our community,” says Cheyenne Firefighter 
Don Wood. “This year the Rotary Club of Cheyenne asked me if we 
had a project that they could help support and this project was     
identified along with support of our car seat program.  

“Having a large donation allowed us to think differently and Kacie 
Pugel with LCSD #1 suggested adaptive tricycles to help a group of 
children that are left out with traditional bicycles. Seeing the pure joy 
of these kids was a great moment of what can happen when our   

community comes together.” 

Saturday, January 31st, 2022 members of the Cheyenne Fire 
Department met at the Fire Station on West 19th Street 
downtown to assemble and meet the bikes’ new owners.  

Thanks, 
Jera Schlotthauer 

Rotary Club of Cheyenne  
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Membership Summit 
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UW Profiles in Wyoming Resilience Research Project  
 

The UW Profiles in Wyoming Resilience Research Project, co-led by Laramie Rotarian Jean Garrison, seeks 
help from Wyoming Rotarians in our district to get a better picture of the opportunities and barriers     
Wyoming citizens face to academic achievement, employment, and community resilience.  This           
PhotoVoice project asks participants to provide photos along with short descriptions of what each picture 
means to you, thus sharing your view of your community.  This project aims to empower Wyoming       
communities to help each other by identifying common problems and ways to overcome adversity. 

Example: This is a great chance to show off something in your 
community and explain how it creates an opportunity for your 
hometown and possibly others.  You also can share what you 
see as a challenge, or a barrier that needs to be addressed.  The 
point is to gather these perspectives together to see how we 
can connect the dots across the state. 

Once gathered, the broad range of citizen and stakeholder  
voices serve as the basis to develop profiles of our                 
communities, which can better inform state and local             
programming.  These profiles and pictures will be shared 
through an interactive website and the project will host follow 
up focus groups and community discussions. 

Participating Takes 10 Minutes!  Photos/descriptions can be 
shared from your Phone or PC multiple ways:  

 
This short Qualtrics survey form:  
https://uwyo.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7UkKAn37xxSefyu.  

• You will be prompted to upload a picture and write a caption that explains what this     
picture represents to you. 

 
Our website has the link to the survey, as well as options to share photos using Flickr, posting 

through social media, and by email to wallop@uwyo.edu.   
  
Contact us and we will be happy to show you or your Rotary club how to participate.  Watch our 

short recorded webinar to learn more: https://youtu.be/vCA10NxyQm0 
 
Thank you for sharing this information widely with colleagues, friends, and family!  Participants must be 
18+.  To learn more, contact Jean Garrison at garrison@uwyo.edu or check out our website at             
http://www.uwyo.edu/wallop/.  You can also follow along with the Profiles in Wyoming Resilience Project 
through Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn.    
 
Jean Garrison, Project Co-Lead   
Laramie Rotary Club 
garrison@uwyo.edu 
 

 

 

Request for Rotarian Participation 

https://uwyo.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7UkKAn37xxSefyu
mailto:wallop@uwyo.edu
https://youtu.be/vCA10NxyQm0
mailto:garrison@uwyo.edu
http://www.uwyo.edu/wallop/
https://www.facebook.com/wallopprogram
https://www.instagram.com/wallopcivicengagement/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/malcolm-wallop-civic-engagement-program
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Upcoming District Events    

             https://rotary5440.org/ 

District Governor—Shurie Scheel 

     Service Above Self 

District 5440 is using Zoom for our video conference 
meetings.  Some clubs are now meeting in person and 
some are having hybrid meetings, in person and virtual.  
There is a list of clubs that are doing virtual meetings on 
the District website.  If your club is not listed and wish to 
be listed, you can email Kellie 
at rotary5440@yahoo.com.  

 

                 Kick that virus! 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2022  

        June 9, 2022, 5:00 PM - June 11, 2022, 9:00 PM 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2023  

        June 8, 2023, 5:00 PM - June 10, 2023, 9:00 PM 

• District Membership Summit 

        March 24, 2022  
      4:30 PM – 5:30 PM  

• District Fall Assembly 

        Laramie County Community College, Cheyenne 

       September 17, 2022, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

• District Spring Assembly 

        April 23, 2022, Virtual Event 

https://rotary5440.org/
https://rotary5440.org/
mailto:rotary5440@yahoo.com
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
https://rotary5440.org/event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2023/
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/high-country-president-elect-training-seminar-pets
https://rotary5440.org/event/district-assembly/
https://rotary5440.org/event/virtual-district-assembly/



