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This month brought our Fall Assembly, and with it, time with friends- new and old. 
It was remarkable to me how much it was like a family reunion- a gathering of 
loved ones that you haven’t seen in a while.  I would just like to say thank you 
again to all those who made it such a special day- especially our District Trainer, 
the fabulous Brenda Laird, and our District Admin, Kellie Kegerreis.  They worked 
so hard behind the scenes making sure everything went off without a hitch. We 
are so blessed to have them. 
 
On that day, I received another reminder of why I am a Rotarian.  As you may 
know, there was a fire raging near Crawford, Nebraska, and there were nearly 500 
firefighters from all over already in or on their way to Crawford to help out.  In 
such a rural area there is limited restaurant capacity, so the Red Cross volunteers 

thought of the food truck that the Nebraska Rotary District has for emergency response.  Of course- Rotary stepped up and sent 
the truck, but being so far away wasn’t able to send many volunteers.  At our Assembly, I received an email from their District 
Governor asking if we could get some volunteers.  A quick conversation at Assembly and an email to our clubs in Scottsbluff-
Gering and Morrill, Nebraska and their club in Chadron- and they had more volunteers than they needed.  These clubs stepped up 
in a big way, and it rained so the fire was contained within a few days.  Just another reminder of the power of Rotary-  People of 
Action! 
 
As we are already looking toward winter, the Rotary year is passing so quickly!  I know you are all so busy doing the work that 
makes Rotary tick.  I hope you are able to stop sometimes, and savor the moments spent with friends- new and old, as well as the 
time well spent making the world better- in big ways and small ways. 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
Shurie 
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Hello Rotarians! 

Shurie Scheel, District Governor 2021-2022  

Rotary District 5440 

Email:  shuriescheel@gmail.com  

Thermopolis Rotary Club  

The Scheel family:  L to R,  Kaden, Alayna, Shurie, Phillip 

rotary5440.org/
mailto:shuriescheel@gmail.com
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Rotary Club of Jackson Hole 
 

Update on the South African Schools Global Grant Water and Sanitation Project: 

 

A number of Rotarians tracked the progress of Jackson 
Rtn. Julia Heemstra in her quest to run/climb the Grand 
Teton (13,775 feet) seven times in under seven weeks 
to raise  awareness and funding for the collaborative 
global WASH grant (GG 222 9954) between the Rotary 
Clubs of Jackson Hole and Grahamstown, South Africa.  
With the goal of raising $400,000 for this major Rotary 
project, Rotarians have already received pledges of just 
over half that amount from Rotary clubs (7), Rotary   
Districts (6) and individuals.  

The initiative commenced on July 30, just three weeks 
after Julia stepped off the plane after completing the 
community needs assessment for the project in         
Grahamstown/Makhanda. Four and a half weeks later, 
on August 29, she completed her final summit.  Julia 
climbed on her own for four summits and with climbing 
partners for three.  The final two summits proved       
especially challenging as a significant amount of snow 
and ice had already started to accumulate on the       
descent route.  

 

 

 

The initiative succeeded in meeting multiple goals – first to 
raise awareness about the critical water and sanitation needs 
at no-fee township schools in South Africa.  Just as              
importantly, however, through meeting other climbers on 
the route, Julia was able to also raise awareness about       
Rotary’s inspiring international work.  Not only did Rotarians 
donate to the cause but many other climbers and friends; 
over $10,000 has already been raised by the 7 Summits, 7 
Schools, 7 Weeks initiative. 

Would your club be interested in joining in sponsorship of 
this special project which will address the critical WASH 
needs at the no-fee schools in the Grahamstown/Makhanda 
township?  Talk to your club president and then contact PDG 
Stuart Palmer at StuRotary@gmail.com or Rtn. Julia      
Heemstra at jrheemstra@gmail.com. 

mailto:StuRotary@Gmail.com
mailto:jrheemstra@gmail.com
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District Governor Recruitment 

 

District Governor, the BEST job in Rotary! 

Applications accepted until December 15th, 2021 for the Rotary year 2024-2025  

I (Barb Redder, PDG) am sharing a few of my thoughts from back in 2013 before I applied to be District   

Governor.  I often wondered what skills and passions were needed to serve as District Governor and also 

why anyone would make that time commitment.  I pondered those questions and realized that I would   

never know the answer unless I went for it.  It was one of the best decisions I ever made and I encourage 

others to apply. 

What are the requirements to become a District Governor? 

Serve as President of a Rotary Club 

Be a member of Rotary for at least seven years by the time you become District Governor 

Is there training? 

Rotary International provides a week of training called IA (International Assembly) and our Big West Zones 

provide annual training.  The process is a lot of fun and you meet and become friends with Governors from 

around the world. 

How is the Governor selected each year? 

We have a nominating committee who interviews each candidate and makes a selection.  The committee 

looks for several characteristics in selecting the right candidate, including the ability to lead and the desire 

to work with our existing Governor line.  Our Governor line is unique in that all parties share responsibilities 

and duties thus creating a stronger team for our district. 

Do I have to be retired to be District Governor? 

No, our current Governor, Shurie, has several jobs and a young family in Thermopolis.  Some of our         

Governors have been employed and some have been retired.  Again, our district uses a team approach to 

Club Visits and other district responsibilities to alleviate the pressure on the District Governor.   

What is the next step? 

Visit: https://rotary5440.org/page/district-governor-nomination-process 

 

 

https://rotary5440.org/page/district-governor-nomination-process
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World Polio Day 

 

One Day. One Focus: Ending Polio 
It’s not too late for your club to plan an event in your community to raise awareness and/

or funds to eradicate this terrible disease.  There is even a “tool kit” to help you with your 

planning!  No idea is too funky or outrageous … as a matter of fact, sometimes the more 

outrageous, the better.  Click HERE for the World 

Polio Day information and events and the “tool 

kit.” 

There will be a live stream World Polio Day pro-

gram on October 24th that you can watch live and 

it will be recorded for later viewing. 

    

https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day?gclid=EAIaIQobChMImfWmpuWd8wIV2yitBh2f6gz4EAAYASAAEgJujfD_BwE
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Upcoming District Events    

             https://rotary5440.org/ 

District Governor—Shurie Scheel 

     Service Above Self 

District 5440 is using Zoom for our video conference 
meetings.  Some clubs are now meeting in person and 
some are having hybrid meetings, in person and virtual.  
There is a list of clubs that are doing virtual meetings on 
the District   website.  If your club is not listed and wish 
to be listed, you can email Kellie 
at rotary5440@yahoo.com.  

 

                        Kick that virus! 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2022  

        June 9, 2022, 5:00 PM - June 11, 2022, 9:00 PM 

• Rotary District 5440 - District Conference 2023  

        June 8, 2023, 5:00 PM - June 10, 2023, 9:00 PM 

• High Country President Elect Training Seminar - PETS 

       The Westin Westminster 

      March 4 , 2022 - March 6, 2022 

https://rotary5440.org/
https://rotary5440.org/
mailto:rotary5440@yahoo.com
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/rotary-district-5440---district-conference-2022
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50067/Event/high-country-president-elect-training-seminar-pets

