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The Rotary Club of Polo-
kwane D9400, South Africa 
invites Rotarians or friends 
to enjoy a once in a life 
time experience by partici-
pating in our Unique Afri-
can Safari. Participants will 
experience close encoun-
ters with Africa’s exciting 
and wonderful wildlife 
whilst enjoying true Rotary 
fellowship with South Afri-
can Rotarians. At all times 
they will be accompanied 
by an experienced South 
African Rotarian guide. All 
profits generated will be for 
the Rotary Club of Polo-
kwane Community Service 
Projects. This portion may 
be Tax Deductible as it is 
considered a donation to 
charity by the United 
States IRS. 

The Safaris scheduled for 
June &  September 2016 
include stays at Letaba 
Camp in the  world famous 
Kruger National Park and 
the luxurious five star 
Kings Camp Lodge in the 
adjacent Timbavati Game 
Reserve -  domains of Afri-
ca’s Big Five, namely Lion, 
Elephant, Leopard, Rhino 
and Buffalo. Abundant 
plains game and birdlife 
abounds. 

These Unique African Sa-
faris are limited to EIGHT 
PEOPLE at the incredible 
price of only US$3590* per 
person all inclusive.  Over 
the past 14 years the Rota-
ry Club of Polokwane has 
organized many successful 
and highly enjoyable safa-

Rotary Unique African Safari 
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forget!  I realize that it's an 
experience very few people 
are privileged to have had.” 
Sandi Hulstrom  USA  

Add on trips other destina-
tions in Southern Africa 
can be arranged. 

For more details and a full 
itinerary contact Rotarian 
Charles Hardy at char-
lois@mweb.co.za or phone 
+27 15 297 4143 (H) +27 
83 457 1721 (Cell) 

* Excludes international 
and domestic flights to and 
from Johannesburg. 

ris with participants from all 
around the world, so do not 
hesitate to be part of this 
exciting event. 

“I'm still on Cloud 9!  I can't 
thank you enough for the 
trip of a lifetime.  I was very 
excited about the trip 
as visiting Africa has been 
a dream of mine for many, 
many years; however, I 
had no idea it would be like 
that.  I assumed we'd be 
looking at animals thru bin-
ocs from quite a dis-
tance.  To be surrounded 
by a pride of lions is some-
thing I will never, never 

Fundraising Swim-a-thon 
Slated for March 13th 

Join us in making a big 
splash for our local Rotary 
Club and Girls With Sole at 
an upcoming Swim-a-thon! 

Rotary member and event 
coordinator Harlan Radford 
is planning to host a fund-
raiser at the Rocky River 
Recreation Center swim-
ming pools on Sunday, 
March 13.  The time for this 
event is scheduled from 
8:30am to 10:30am and 
the recreation facility is 
located at 21012 Hilliard 
Blvd., Rocky River, Ohio 
44116. 

 

Rotary Club members are 
encouraged to either par-

ticipate in the swim and 
obtain pledges from others 
or make a donation to the 
“Rotary Club Foundation” 
or “Girls With Sole”.  This 
event has been a huge 
success over the past five 
years and we would like 
your support.  Promotional 
materials, sign-up sheets 
and timely informational 
announcements will be 
made throughout the 
months of February and  
March.  Please direct all 
inquiries to Harlan Radford 
at harlanrjr@yahoo.com  

Lkwd/RR to Host Swim-a-thon 



News From Katie Pellegrino 

Merry Christmas and Hap-
py New Year! 

I can't believe yet another 
month has already passed! 
At the beginning of the 
month I hit my official 100 
Days in Belgium which was 
quite exciting!   

I had a week of exams at 
school followed by three 
weeks of vacation, which, 
compared to the two weeks 
of vacation in the States, I 
found quite enjoyable! For 
the holidays I took a trip to 
visit my Aunt in Switzer-
land. Unfortunately, with 
the unnaturally warm tem-
peratures, there was no 
snow yet. But it was an 
amazing visit and the 
Swiss Alps are so beauti-
ful! After living all of my life 
in the flatlands of Ohio and 
Belgium I found it amazing 
to have such immense 
mountains on every hori-
zon. It was quite lovely in-
deed.  

I celebrated Noel with my 
host family, which I found 
very calm and relaxed. We 
had a nice dinner followed 
by midnight mass on the 
24th and on the 25th we 
had a big dinner with all of 
the extended family. It was 
so nice because I now 
know a lot of the extended 
family very well from see-
ing them at birthdays, din-
ners, or at the wedding. So 
it was quite splendid to see 
everyone for Noel!  

I spent my last week of 
break traveling as much of 
Belgium as I could! I love 
how easy and simple it is 
to be able to take a train 
basically anywhere in the 
country.   

Then came the change of 
the year! I can't believe it’s 
already 2016! Unfortunate-
ly, the New Year’s fire-

works were canceled in 
Brussels for safety rea-
sons, but it was still a love-
ly turn of the year and I 
honestly couldn't be more 
thankful for everything that 
I did and learned in 2015, 
especially for the oppor-
tunity to live and study here 
in Belgium for a year. 
Thank you Rotary so much 
for this amazing opportuni-
ty! Only 4 months in and it 
has not only changed my 
life, but changed how I see 
the world and the people 
around 
me. So 
thank you 
very 
much for 
making 
all of this 
possible 
for me 
and for 
everyone 
who is on exchange.  

And now it is the 3rd of 
January and my second 
day with my second host 
family. I switched families 
yesterday which, to my 
surprise, I found quite chal-
lenging due to all of the 
things I've accumulated 
these past 4 months. I had 
a wonderful time with my 
last family and my new 
family is very kind and 
amazing as well, so I have 
no doubt that my time here 
will pass well!  

So there it is! On to anoth-
er month and another year 
of fun!  

I hope you are all well and 
that you had a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year!  

Katie Pellegrino 

  

 

Saturday April 2, 2016 
 
Is It The Truth? 
Is It Fair To All Con-
cerned? 
Will It Build Good Will and 
Better Friendships? 
Will It Be Beneficial To All 
Concerned? 
 
These four questions will 
soon be the subject for one 
of Rotary’s most exciting 
events of the year!!  High 
School students from across 
our District will be competing 
in the annual 4 Way Test 

Speech 
Competi-
tion.  This 
event 
promises 
to show-
case the 
best and 
brightest 
in a highly 
competi-

tive public speaking event 
which will be held in Aurora, 
Ohio at the Aurora High 
School.  All information 
about this year’s event is 
currently posted on the Dis-
trict’s web site.  A map is 
also available on the site 
which may help you to locate 
the high school. 
 
Now would be a good time 
to make sure that the stu-
dents from your local area 
are aware that there are vid-
eos of past events on the 
District web site.  I mention 
this every year so that the 
students have the opportuni-
ty to view delivered speech-
es from past winners of this 
event and learn from their 
presentations.  It is essential 
that the speakers under-
stand the format of this 
speech and the best way to 
present it to a live audience. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  the regis-
tration information is handled 
the day of the event.  Regis-
tration forms will not be sent 
out ahead of time nor will 

they be available on the web 
site.  You must come to the 
event to register.  The doors 
will open at 8 a.m.  Please 
remember that the Rotarian 
chaperone is responsible for 
paying for the competing 
student and for themselves.  
Family and friends should be 
told that they will need to 
pay for themselves sepa-
rately. 
 
All students are encouraged 
to take a quick tour with one 
of the Aurora High School’s 
National Honor Society stu-
dents for the purpose of be-
coming familiar with the 
speaking rooms.  Others are 
invited to join these tours as 
well. 
 
A continental breakfast will 
be served in the cafeteria for 
everyone attending the 
event.  The event kickoff will 
occur promptly at 9 a.m. with 
a few introductions and a 
brief explanation of the day’s 
schedule.  Although the 
length of the day’s event will 
be determined by the num-
ber of speakers, the event 
usually wraps up no later 
than 1 p.m. 
 
Finally, it would be greatly 
appreciated if those who are 
planning to participate in and 
attend this event would let 
me know via email as soon 
as possible.  We have had a 
very consistent turnout from 
year to year of about 30 to 
35 competing students but 
planning is easier with ad-
vanced notice. 
 
Thank you all for your inter-
est and attendance in the 
past and I look forward to 
seeing everyone again this 
year on Saturday, April 2nd. 
 
Scott Pease  
District Chairman 
4 Way Test Speech Compe-
tition 
scottpease@roadrunner.com 
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District Four Way Test Speech Contest 

**EDITOR’S NOTE** 

BE SURE TO MOVE YOUR CURSOR 

OVER THE GRAPHICS OR PIC-

TURES FOUND IN THIS DOCU-

MENT… MANY OF THEM ARE LINKS 

TO VIDEOS, WEBSITES, PICTURES 

OR OTHER GOODIES 

mailto:scottpease@roadrunner.com
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Join us for the 26th annual Akron 
Rotary Club’s Chili Open Golf Classic 
presented by Wayne Homes on Feb-
ruary 6, 2016 at Hale Farm and Vil-
lage in Bath, Ohio. Since its incep-
tion, the Chili Open has raised over 
$2.5 million to provide support to 
families with children with special 
needs at Akron Rotary Camp. Be-
cause of the Chili Open, no child is 
ever turned away from attending 
camp due to their family’s inability to 
pay.   

The Chili Open is a unique winter golf 
event that is perfect for anyone who 
enjoys a good time while helping a 
great cause. Sponsorship packages 
are focused on providing financial 
support for children and adults with 
special needs to attend camp, but 
also provide incredible print market-
ing opportunity for your business and 
range from $5,000 to $500. Four-
somes are only $200 and include 
golf, admission to the Chili Open 
warm-up party where all golfers will 
be treated to all-you-can-eat Whitey’s 
Chili, beverages and a t-shirt. Raffle 

tickets are being sold at $20 each for 
your chance to win a 2016 Chevrolet 
Sonic, a 55” LG Smart HDTV, Fox 
Sports Ohio/Sports Time Ohio behind
-the scenes tour and diamond tickets 
to a Cleveland Indians home game or 
a Bridgestone Invitational package. 
The raffle drawing will be held at the 
Chili Open – winner need not be pre-
sent.    
 

Please visit chiliopen.net to become 
a sponsor, register a foursome, do-
nate, or to purchase raffle tickets. We 
hope to see you on February 6th for 
the most fun arctic golf experience in 
North East Ohio – the 26th annual 
Akron Rotary Chili Open Golf Classic. 
Your support will help us to continue 
advancing Rotary Camp’s mission of 
“Creating a world where there are 
only abilities!” 

AURORA WELCOMES K9 OFFICER 
NERO 
 
Aurora, Ohio, January 8, 2016:  Aurora 
Police recently welcomed its newest 
member to the department.  Canine 
“Nero,” a two year old German shep-
herd, became state certified and is now 
teamed up with his handler, Officer 
Dale Riley. Riley is a nine year veteran 
of the department and expressed inter-
est in becoming a canine handler when 
the opportunity arose.  Nero was born 
in Slovakia before being brought to the 
U.S. in March 2014. Officer Riley and 
Nero underwent six weeks of intense 
training by Excel K9 in Hiram before 
completing their state certifications.  
Nero is trained in the following areas: 
narcotics, obedience, tracking, evi-
dence search, area/building search 
and handler protection. He will reside 
with Officer Riley and his family on his 
off time and patrol the streets of Aurora 
during the afternoons.   
This new Aurora program was fully 
funded with donations from a variety of 

sources. Those sources include the 
Rotary Club of Aurora which held a 
raffle, raising a substantial portion of 
the funding. In addition to the Rotary 
funding, a $5,000 grant was received 
from the Ben Roethlisberger Founda-
tion which was announced in late De-
cember.  The Aurora Vet Clinic has 
agreed to provide veterinary services 
to Nero free of charge while Pet Sup-
plies Plus of Streetsboro will provide 
food free of charge. Several Aurora 
residents also provided donations to 
the program.  Sutton Insurance has 
provided liability insurance on Nero as 
well.  
“Aurora is very fortunate to have such 
an addition to its Police Department,” 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said. “We are 
grateful to the donors who made the 
program possible.  We hope you join 
us in welcoming Nero.” 

Aurora Welcomes K-9 

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/b815c4ee-f0d2-4f45-bb71-a117fa6bb866/1/
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/34e0b31f-baac-4a3c-8c9e-ba1f6f3b9489/1/
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/65523365-0cd4-4869-9805-2bafd0f6258c/1/
http://chiliopen.net/


Books Needed  

Rotary International Conventions.   

Beverly has attended 17 of the last 18 RI 
Zones 28-29 (formerly 27-28) Training 
and Rotary Institutes and has previously 
been on the planning committee for 11 of 
them and has been both a Spouse/
Partner Trainer and led sessions with the 
District Trainers on hotel and contract 
negotiations.  She and her husband Da-
vid were extremely honored to serve as 
Co-General Chairs for PRID Mike Johns 
in 2008 and they are again serving on 
the planning committee for RID Jennifer 
Jones when she brings this event to 

Cleveland in Fall 2016.   

Beverly attended both 
Ripon College and Indi-
ana State University in 
pursuit of her B.A. 
in Social Work.  She 
was one of the lead or-
ganizers for her club 
when they produced the 
2010 and 2013 Cleve-
land Tall Ships Festi-
vals, is a 2014 graduate 
of the FBI Citizen’s 
Academy and when not 
volunteering or serving 
on other local boards, 

she feels blessed to be able to “Share 
Rotary” with her husband and cherishes 
her time with their grandson, Nick.   

Beverly and her husband are committed 
to The Rotary Foundation and are both 
Multiple Paul Harris Fellows and Major 
Donors.  

Beverly is extremely honored and excited 
to serve as 2018-2019 District 6630 Gov-
ernor and looks forward to working with 
the current and incoming leadership and 
supporting their efforts where she can 
and having fun while doing it.   

Though she has an admitted passion for 
“all that is Rotary,” she believes first and 
foremost in the strength of the Family of 
Rotary and the power of the individual 
Rotarian and their club - each one has a 
special gift to share in their calling to 
serve those less fortunate.   

We are all looking forward to working 
with Beverly in her new capacity.    

Please join me in congratulating Bever-
ly as she begins this very exciting jour-
ney with Rotary District 6630.  You may 
email her at dnb9899@aol.com.  

District 6630 Governor Nominee Designate Named 
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District 6630 Interact, Rotaract, and 
Youth Exchanges students will be 
doing a service project at the District 
Conference on Saturday, April 23rd 
at the Beta Center in Mayfield 
Heights.  The project is making book-
cases and filling them with Children’s 
books and donating them to commu-
nity centers in need within our Dis-
trict.  We are asking all Rotary Clubs 
in the District to collect new or gently 
used children’s books for children for 
birth to 3rd grade.  We will also grate-
fully accept any cash donations to 
buy books.  If our Club Presidents 
and Interact Chairs could share this 
with their members and collect 
books, we would greatly appreciate it.  
We hope to have 50 or more Interac-
tors, Rotaractors and Youth Ex-
change students there to make sev-
eral bookcases.  For more infor-
mation or for a book pickup, please 
contact Bob Oborn at 330-689-0485 
(please leave a message) or email at 
boborn@kentelastomer.com.  Our 
Club’s futures will be a product of 
how we support these groups as they 
are our future.  We hope to make the 
service project an annual event at the 
conference. 

Bob Oborn 

District 6630 Interact / Rotaract Co-
chair 

Rotary Club of Stow-Munroe Falls 

Official Notification to ALL MEMBERS  

The nominating committee, under 
chairman and Immediate Past District 
Governor, Mike Davanzo, has met and 
selected Beverly A. Ghent-
Skrzynski of the Rotary Club of Cleve-
land, as the 2015-16 District Gover-
nor Nominee Designate (in line to serve 
as District Governor for the  2018-2019 
Rotary year).   

Per our District bylaws, we informed 
each club of the nomination and al-
lowed for a challenge period of 2 
weeks.  No challenges 
were submitted and the 
challenge period has 
expired.    

I am very pleased to 
announce that Beverly 
A. Ghent-Skrzynski is 
hereby declared 
our 2015-16 District 
Governor Nominee 
Designate and the 
forms have been duly 
submitted to Rotary 
International and ap-
proved accordingly.    

About Beverly: 

Beverly Ghent-Skrzynski is the 2015-
16 President of the Rotary Club of 
Cleveland and former Executive Direc-
tor and Club Secretary having served in 
those capacities for nearly 20 years.   

Prior to relocating to Cleveland in 1994, 
she was a career association executive 
having held a number of managerial 
positions within the not-for-profit world 
as well as work on international meet-
ings and conventions for Rotary Inter-
national. When she first relocated to 
Cleveland from Chicago, Beverly was a 
member of the Rotary Club of Berea.   

She has served on a number of differ-
ent District 6630 committees including 
A.Z. Baker, Group Study Exchange, 
Ambassadorial Scholarship, Rotary 
Information, RAP (District Assembly), 
Executive Committee, Finance, Grants, 
Meeting and Event Protocol,  District 
Centennial Celebration, Bylaws and 
the District Conference Committee hav-
ing previously served as its chair.   One 
of her greatest honors was to serve as 
the Spouse/Partner to her husband, 
David T. Skrzynski, when he served as 
1998-1999 District 6630 Gover-
nor.  She has attended several All Ohio 
PETS and traveled to 14 of the last 19 

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/document/rotary-direct-rotarys-recurring-giving-program-form


By Linda G. Kramer 
Public  Image Chair 
Rotary Club of Berea 

Berea Rotary President Judy Stull pre-
sents a total of $1,500 to representatives 
of three food pantries -- Lona Gruber of 
SCAN, the Rev. Charles Brown of Church 
Street Ministries, and Daune Jaynes of 
Berea Community Outreach. 

Berea Rotary presents checks to 3 

pantries 

The Rotary Club of Berea showed its 
ongoing support of local food pantries 
on Tuesday, Jan. 12 by presenting 
checks totaling $1,500 to SCAN, 
Church Street Ministries and Berea 
Community Outreach. The funds 
were Berea Rotary’s portion of the 
proceeds from Strongsville Rotary’s 
Taste in Strongsville. 

Lona Gruber of SCAN said her pantry 
began 15 years ago as an adjunct of 
Southwest General. It is now an inde-
pendent agency, serving clients from 
Berea, Brook Park, Middleburg 

Heights, Strongsville, Olmsted Falls 
and Columbia Station. 

“We serve the working poor,” Gruber 
said. Over the holidays, SCAN pro-
vided groceries for 150 families in 
November and 157 in December. 

Daune Jaynes is the new director of 
Berea Community Outreach, which is 
sponsored by the City of Berea. She 
said donations and support from or-
ganizations such as Rotary “make a 
huge difference.” She said clients 
“need so much more than food.” Of-
ten it’s emotional support and advice 
on where to find a warm place to 
sleep. Berea Community Outreach 
serves 109 Berea families. 

Rev. Charles Brown, interim execu-
tive director of Church Street Minis-
tries, said his agency served 391 
households from the Greater Cleve-
land area in December. Those fami-
lies included more than 1,000 sen-
iors, adults and children. “There is a 
significant need,” Brown said. 
“Certainly all that you do with volun-
teering and food donations makes a 
difference. Your generosity is appre-
ciated.” 

Berea Rotary’s Holiday Party 

The Rotary Club of Berea celebrated 
its annual Holiday Party at Bucci’s 
J’Bella restaurant in Strongsville. 
Special guest was Arch Klumpf, cour-
tesy of Dave and Bev Skrzynski. 

News From TRC Berea 
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Bob Huge and Judy Stull welcome Arch 
Klumpf to the Berea Rotary Holiday Party 
at Bucci's J'Bella in Strongsville on Dec. 
15. 

Ann Socha, center, with Bev and 
Dave Skrzynski, who brought 

along Arch Klumpf.  

Mary and Don Voigt with Marian 

Stanko. 

2015 Interact Awards 

When 5 area Interact clubs collabo-
rate and work together on a project, 
magic happens. This video tells the 
story of how a simple idea of feeding 
the hungry turned into a movement 
that united and ignited the La 
Crosse community to feed children 
in a foreign country AND those that 
are hungry in its own backyard.  

Click here to watch the video 

Click here to download all of the award 

forms listed above 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/79311826:TYixc2CyN:m:1:995598540:FB11226031362B82DD80169BB5B644C9:r
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/c9b87981-3273-4a69-bd3a-b01cc3406926/1/
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/6ca8a8bc-6ad6-42d7-81a4-733fc9b52ac0/1/
https://www.facebook.com/interactofficial/app/234658916574732
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The Rotary Club of Solon is pleased 
to announce the date for our 5th an-
nual Night at the Races Charity Event 
which will be held on Saturday even-
ing February 6, 2016 at the Solon 
Community Center from 6 to 11 pm.   
The Solon club has 2 fund raisers per 
year to help support on community 
and international projects.   On Octo-
ber 19th, we held our 3rd Bowl for 
Water event at Freeway Lanes in 
Solon, which was attended by over 
170 people and successfully rose 
over the $10,000 target for our 2016 
El Salvador fresh water project. 

We are very excited to announce that 
a major portion of the Night at the 
Race’s proceeds will go for our key 
community project for next year, 
helping the City of Solon repair and 
upgrade the theatre at the Solon 
Center for the Arts.   The Center of 
the Arts is a gem within our commu-
nity supporting art education for 
youth of all ages.  We are targeting to 
raise $10,000 to support refurbishing 
the seats and other improvements for 
the theatre that will occur in late 
2016.    

The Night at the Races is a great 
event with silent and live auctions, 
multiple raffle games, Super Bowl 
squares and of course, horses.   Last 
year, over 140 people joined the So-
lon Rotarians to have a great fun 
filled evening and helped us raise 
over $11000 for our community ef-
forts.   If you would like to join us, 
please visit our Eventbrite site at 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-
at-the-races-2016-proceeds-benefit-
the-rotary-club-of-solon-and-solon-
theater-project-tickets-19351042489 
or you contact Brian Moran at bri-
an.moran@swagelok.com.     The 
address for the Solon Community 
Center is: 

Solon Community Center 
35000 Portz Parkway 
Solon, OH 44139 
We would also appreciate silent auc-
tion items that can be donated; we do 
have a 501(c)3 Foundation for tax 
deduction purposes.   

Jubilee of Rotarians website, which 
has been provided by our friends in 
District 2080. Updates and additional 
information will be available leading up 
to the event. Registration will open 18 
January. I ask that you also include 
mention of this event in your gover-
nor’s monthly letter. 
This Jubilee, as established by Pope 
Francis, is known as the Holy Year of 
Mercy. It marks the time of forgiveness 
and reconciliation, of solidarity, hope, 
and justice. It is a commitment to serve 
with joy and in peace across the world. 
As you work hard to Be a Gift to the 
World, I do hope you will make the ef-
fort to be in Rome with as many mem-
bers of your district as possible.  
Best regards, 
K.R. Ravindran 
Rotary International Pres., 2015-16 
 

I am pleased to bring you the good 
news that His Holiness Pope Francis 
will officiate at a Mass to Rotarians at 
St. Peter’s Square, Rome, on 30 
April. We will have 8,000 seats re-
served for Rotarians, as well as 
friends and family. 
It is my great pleasure to invite you to 
join me in Italy on this day as we cel-
ebrate the Jubilee of Rotarians, a 
special event hosted by Rotary Dis-
trict 2080 and the Vatican. 
In addition, local Rotarians will host 
special celebratory dinners and plan 
a service project for attendees. 
I believe this event is a tremendous 
honor that will raise Rotary’s status 
across so much of the world, and it 
should bring us all great happiness to 
be a part of it, regardless of our own 
religions and beliefs. 
For more information, please visit the 

Cyclists Raise Over $4 million in Miles to End Polio Ride  

The campaign to eradicate polio got a major financial boost from the annual 
Miles to End Polio bike ride, held as part of El Tour de Tucson, on 21 Novem-
ber in Arizona, USA. Rotary General Secretary John Hewko and a team of eight 
RI staff members helped raise $4.4 million. The Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion will match the funds 2-to-1, bringing the total contribution to PolioPlus to 
more than $13.5 million. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__echo4.bluehornet.com_ct_78811665-3A7KMw0YC6N-3Am-3A1-3A995598540-3A8DA1AE104BBDD2D61D2FE5276A297864-3Ar&d=CwMFaQ&c=uw6TLu4hwhHdiGJOgwcWD4AjKQx6zvFcGEsbfiY9-EI&r=lBnly08ITOPortiz8xTlgHBAwd5qvCnv-Xg4N3V0mr0&m=
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/news-features/cyclists-raise-over-4-million-miles-end-polio-ride
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From the Desk of: 
Jim Lechko 
District Foundation Chair 
Paul Harris Fellow (PHF) opportu-
nities: 

Looking for other ways to earn a 
PHF?  Consider the following: 

Any Rotarian making their Every Ro-
tarian Every Year (EREY) contribu-
tions via Rotary Direct during the 
2015-16 Rotary year will be entered 
into a drawing for a PHF to be given 
out by our DG, Cheryl Warren, at our 
2016-17 District 6630 Foundation 
event. 

Any club attaining EREY status 
(every Rotarian in the club contrib-
utes something and the club averag-
es at least $100 per capita in contri-
butions to the TRF Annual Fund for 
the 2015-16 Rotary year) will earn a 
PHF to be given to a deserving per-

From The District Foundation Chair 
son at our 2016-17 District 6630 
Foundation event. 

Grant $ available for International 
projects: 

There is still money available in the 
2015-16 Grant Committee budget to 
fund International projects.  Check 
out the Grant Committee Budget. 

Don’t miss out on matching grant 
$ in 2016-17! 

Will your club be qualified to partici-
pate in the matching grant process in 
the 2016-17 Rotary year?  We offer a 
dollar for dollar match for local grants 
in amounts ranging from $500 - 
$3,500.  Much more significant dol-
lars are available for Global Grants. 

Here is what you need to know: 

Two members of your club must at-
tend a Grant Management Seminar 
(GMS).  Seminar dates are January 

District 6630 Newsletter Policy 
Submit story suggestions to Mike 

Johns, Jr.  
at stonecut@sbcglobal.net.  

We accept article ideas about club 
and district successes, including 

fundraisers, publicity efforts, service 
projects, and membership drives. 
Please include descriptions, high-

resolution photos, and contact infor-
mation in your email. Due to the high 
volume of submissions, we cannot 

promise to feature your story.  
PLEASE USE “ARTICLE FOR DIS-

TRICT NEWSLETTER” IN THE SUB-
JECT LINE 

25, February 25th and March 5th.  
Register on the District 6630 website. 

Your 2016-17 President and Presi-
dent Elect along with any other club 
members who attended the GMS 
must sign and submit a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) and 
MOU Addendum. 

Your club average per capita giving 
to The Rotary Foundation Annual 
Fund in the 2015-16 Rotary year 
must be $35 or greater. 

Your club must be current on its Ro-
tary International and District 6630 
dues. 

Your club must be current on its re-
porting for any existing grants. 

Don’t miss out on this great oppor-
tunity.  Fourteen of our clubs partici-
pated in local grants during this 2015-
16 Rotary year obtaining grants total-
ing $48,250. 

GRANT MANAGEMENT SEMI-
NARS: 

January 25, 2016 (Fairview Park Li-
brary) 

February 25, 2016 (Mayfield Library) 

March 5, 2016 (Parma Library – 
Snow Road) 

 

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/1b3cd650-e3ee-4fae-a429-e1e081b8489a/1/


winners will be Stewart’s Caring Place 
and the charities and children of our 
community.  

 

The spring fundraiser is one of the 
ways Fairlawn Rotary Foundation rais-
es money for local organizations and 
schools.  The club’s efforts to support 
local charities and build goodwill 
throughout the community stem from 
Rotary’s motto, “Service Above Self.”  
Rotary’s compassion stretches well 
beyond the Akron community as it 
works to combat polio, poverty and 
illiteracy on national and international 
levels.   

 

TRC Fairlawn Speakeasy April 9th 
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Speakeasy Charity Casino 

 

Fairlawn, Ohio: The Rotary Club of 
Fairlawn will host its sixth annual 
Speakeasy Charity Casino Fundraiser 
on April 9th, 2016, from 6:00 -10:30, at 
Fairlawn Country Club.  The Rotary 
Club of Fairlawn will join forces with 
Stewart’s Caring Place to make this a 
very special event in our community. 

 

The Rotary Club of Fairlawn has 
raised over $1 million for children in 
this community and around the world 
since 1964.  Through the Fairlawn Ro-
tary Foundation, this year’s proceeds 
will help local organizations that sup-
port children’s education, health and 
welfare.   Stewart’s Caring Place will 

also be receiving proceeds from this 
event.   

 

The Speakeasy Charity Casino will 
be a fun-filled evening of dancing to a 
live band and games where every-
one’s a winner.  Guests at Fairlawn 
Country Club will enjoy a nostalgic 
1930s speakeasy atmosphere with 
professionally run simulated poker, 
blackjack, craps, roulette and slot 
machines (all proceeds from the 
evening go to charity).  Visits to gour-
met food stations, a silent auction, 
raffle entries for fabulous prizes, a 
cash bar, a “best-dressed” costume 
contest and fun at the gaming tables 
are included in the ticket price of 
$100 per person.  Of course, the real 

Volunteer  at Centennial Celebration  

The Plans for our District Centennial 
Celebration are moving forward very 
well.  We are getting ready to welcome 
Rotarians from around the globe to the 
home town of Arch Klumph to cele-
brate together the 100 years of service 
by Our Rotary Foundation.  We  want 
to offer  them a wonderful Rotary wel-
come by providing home hospitality.  
We know this will also provide a 
unique opportunity to the Rotarians of 
our district to meet and greet visiting 
Rotarians from far and wide in their 
homes here for the weekend of Octo-
ber 22-23, 2016. 
If you have ever hosted a Group Study 
Exchange visitor you know how awe-
some it is. If you have not, here is the 
opportunity of a lifetime for you and 
your family.  Please consider helping 
in this friendship exchange as a host. 
Any Rotarian willing to greet arriving 
visitors, host them for the weekend, 
and provide transportation to Sever-
ance Hall and back to the airport can 
sign up on our website at: 
www.rotary6630.com by clicking on 
“Volunteer to Host home Hospitality 
(Centennial Celebration) Opportuni-
ties” button.  

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/78872467:7sIKDbCN_:m:1:995233325:977E496F7098F2AE51845E5E3B6E2364:r
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Dear Club Presidents, Club Secretaries 
and Club Membership Chairs,  
Effective 1 April 2016, distribution of the 
pins and backers created for the New 
Member Sponsor Recognition Program to 
honor Rotarians who sponsor (admit) new 
members will be discontinued.  Sponsor-
ship activities will continue to be tracked. 
Sponsor names reported by club officers 
will continue to be recorded in the RI data-
base, and clubs and districts are encour-
aged to continue recognizing the sponsor-
ship of new members.  
RECOGNITION LEVELS AND 
PINS: 
After 29 February 2016, recognition 
levels such as blue, bronze, silver and 
gold will no longer be recorded. Distri-
bution of recognition items will stop 
after all the pins and backers achieved 
on or before 29 February are pro-
cessed. Club officers are encouraged 
to report sponsor information by 29 
February in order to claim recognition 
items.  
FUTURE OF SPONSORSHIP: 
Responding to feedback from many Rotar-
ians, here are some exciting changes that 
we are exploring: 
·    Referring a new member admitted to 

another club may be considered 
“sponsorship” * 

·    Recruiting new members to charter 

a new club may be considered 

“sponsorship” * 
·  Recruiting transferring or returning 

members will continue to be considered 
“sponsorship” 
·   Honorary members may be spon-

sors 
·   More than one sponsor may be rec-

orded for each new member by club offic-
ers 
 * Officers of the clubs where new mem-
bers join will be asked to report their spon-
sors.  
 FUTURE OF SPONSOR 
RECOGNITION: 
Clubs are encouraged to present recogni-
tion items to sponsors on their own and no 
longer need to wait for the shipment from 
RI. Please contact your local licensed ven-
dor for options: https://www.rotary.org/
myrotary/en/member-center/licensed-
vendors  
In addition, Rotary will continue to recog-
nize Rotarians who have sponsored new 
members. Membership Development 
Award and Presidential Citations will con-
tinue to include new member sponsorship 
activities as achievements eligible for cer-
tificate recognition. Highly prolific sponsors 
may be honored at the reception during 
the International Convention for their out-
standing achievements.   
Thank you for your support for member-
ship development. Please contact  
MembershipAwards@rotary.org for any 
questions. 

Membership Research and Programs 

End Polio night this year will be Fri-
day July 29, 2016.  Should be anoth-
er fun time like last year.  Mark your 
calendar!!! 
 
What a great night we had last Au-
gust, 2015 with the Indians for Polio 
eradication.  Thanks to all the Rotari-
ans and friends from District 6630 
and 6650 who enjoyed a fantastic 
evening!!  We had a Parade around 
Progressive Field with everyone 
wearing red "End Polio Now" tee 
shirts and Rotary on the Scoreboards 
and a great video on "this close" for 
Polio eradication.  Also, we had an all 
you could eat Terrace Club buffet, 
many great items in the Chinese Auc-
tion, and a fantastic "Rock' N Blast 
Fireworks Show.  The Indians lost, 
but it was a great night anyhow. 
 
The First Pitch and Paul Harris raffle 
drawing was held that night and the 
winner was as follows: 
 
Indians First Pitch & Paul Harris 
Recognition - 
Bruce Hansford, Rotary Club of Kent 
 
hanks to everyone who bought a raf-
fle ticket.  The proceeds from the raf-
fle was $2,422.  In addition, $495 
from the Chinese Auction and $533 
for the ticket rebate from the Cleve-
land Indians for a total of $3,450 for 
Polio eradication. 

End Polio with the Tribe 

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/member-center/licensed-vendors
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/member-center/licensed-vendors
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/member-center/licensed-vendors
mailto:MembershipAwards@rotary.org
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/rotary-gives-35-million-boost-polio-eradication
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/d87f4dde-d642-420b-bd03-e13faa03895e/1/


serving as District Governor. Thanks 
to PDG Joe Skoda for sharing it. 

 

Times Change… When Was the Last Time Your Club Reported 90%+  
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The image below is a copy of a letter 
written in 1974 by PDG Earl Mutch to 
members of the Hillcrest Rotary Club. 
This letter was written while Earl was 

Mr. Jeff Wilhite, Executive Director of 
Family Promise Homeless Shelter of 
Summit County, met with students in 
the Woodridge Interact Club and 
FCCLA Club on January 12th to dis-
cuss plans for their upcoming fundrais-
er, The Empty Bowl Dinner. The dinner 
will be held on January 29th from 5:00-
7:00 pm at Woodridge High School, 
and proceeds will benefit Family Prom-

ise, which provides whole families that 
are homeless with a positive path for-
ward. Tickets for a ceramic bowl and 
dinner are $25 and tickets for dinner 
only are $10. Family Promise has 
helped homeless families in Summit 
County since 2003, and last year they 
helped 39 families get back on track by 
providing shelter and classes in nutri-
tion and financial literacy as well 

as assisting with job searches. Family 
Promise operates entirely on private 
donations and volunteer support. 
Woodridge Interact Club and FCCLA 
Club members will prepare and serve 
the dinner on January 29th. Tickets will 
be sold at the door. Mr. Wilhite called 
these Woodridge students Ambassa-
dors for Family Promise and their com-
munity.  

Woodridge Interact Club & FCCLA Students - Ambassadors for Family Promise Homeless Shelter  

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/1ffccffe-9714-4de8-aeb5-7a2a94d77238/1/


The Rotary Club of Cleveland will 
hold its weekly meeting on Thursday, 
March 3, 2016, Noon at the IX Cen-
ter, 1 IX Center Drive, Cleveland, OH 
44135. Our featured speaker will be 
Lou Vitantonio, President of the 
Greater Cleveland Automobile Deal-
ers Association. Lou's message will 
be about the strength of the Cleve-
land and national automotive indus-
try. Lunch begins at 12:00 Noon, the 
program will start promptly at 12:30 
and the meeting will conclude at 1:30 
p.m., followed by a visit to 
the Greater Cleveland Au-
to Show.   For all guests and non-
Cleveland Rotary Members, the cost 
of this luncheon is $20.00 plus a dis-
counted $10 ticket to attend the Auto 
Show if you would like.  Parking is 
free.  Reservations are required for 
all Rotarians and their guests, con-
tact the  Rotary office at Clevrota-
ry@aol.com or (216) 556-8637, no 
later than Friday, February 26th. This 
continues a long tradition of holding 
our Rotary Club of Cleveland lunch-
eon meeting during the auto show.  

Special offers exclusively for Rotari-
ans 

We would like to take this opportunity 
as the new year starts, to remind you 
about Rotary 
Global Rewards, 
our member ben-
efit program fea-
turing special of-
fers that allow 
you to do a lot 
more for a lot 
less—no matter 
what you’re do-
ing.  

Whether you’re 
working on your club’s community 
projects, enjoying a night out with 
friends or sharing your Rotary story 
with someone new, you can take ad-
vantage of discounts and special of-
fers on  airfare, hotels, vehicle rent-
als, and entertainment. 

Would you like to offer discounts from 
your business to other Rotarians? 
Help build the program by adding 

special offers from your own compa-
ny to the growing portfolio of Rotary 
Global Rewards. To learn more, visit 
Rotary.org/GlobalRewards. 

Please share this exciting news with 
your members. 
You’ll 
find promotional 
tools on the Rota-
ry Global Rewards 
website that will 
help you introduce 
your Rotarian 
friends to the pro-
gram.  

The good you do 
comes back to you  

Rotary at the Auto Show 

News From TRC Bedford 

Bedford Rotarians were entertained 
with a musical historic tour of Rotary 
through the years at their 90th Anni-
versary celebration, January 12, 
2016, at Catered Elegance Bedford.  
The Rotary Club of Bedford was or-
ganized November 20, 1925 and is-
sued a charter by Rotary Internation-
al on January 12, 1926.  Then, the 
event was celebrated with a dinner in 
the cafeteria of the McMyler-
Interstate Company, where the Char-
ter was presented to the Club’s first 
president, Jasper P. Hendershot.  
Originally a men’s service club, it is 
the third oldest in Cuyahoga County. 

The program narrated by Dan 
Sutherin with musical interludes by 
the Marshall Griffith Trio and vocalist 
Barbara Knight, reviewed the dec-
ades with vignettes of the times and 
the Club’s history.   Highlights includ-
ed the 1920’s Crippled Children Pro-
gram; the Bedford Plan – a program 
designed for the Industrial Arts De-
partment of Bedford High School lat-

er successfully copied by other 
school districts. Community projects 
such as the $10,000 construction of 
“Miller’s Court” at Bedford High 
School; college scholarships to High 
School students, hosting foreign ex-
change students, Safety Town and 
the Dictionary Project example the 
many educational endeavors.  

Accumulated donations of $30,000 
were given to Bedford Hospital now 
known as University Hospital Bedford 
Medical Center.  The challenge of 
raising funds for the Polioplus pro-
gram was met by over-subscribing 
the assigned goal by 160%.  They 
rebuilt the deck of the historic Train 
Depot (Abraham Lincoln spoke here).  
The Club provided park benches and 
a new sound system for Bedford 
Commons and made financial contri-
butions to the YMCA, Meals-On-
Wheels, and bought equipment for 
the Boy Scouts. 

In addition to funding local projects, 

the Club continues to support Rotary 
International and can boast 41 Paul 
Harris Fellows and two District Gov-
ernors: Ralph W. Bell and Steven P. 
Radecky.   

The Rotary Club of Bedford has left a 
huge imprint on the community’s 
quality of life and a legacy of many 
more commitments to the future.  The 
Club continues as a viable organiza-
tion supporting its many local projects 
as well as those of Rotary Interna-
tional – truly a “Gift to the World”. 

This year’s focus is to aggressively 
help to reduce family instability and 
parent mobility in the local communi-
ties and to encourage job creation 
working with local businesses, school 
and church organizations. 

The Rotary Club of Bedford meets on 
Tuesdays at noon at the Winking Liz-
ard Tavern, 25500 Miles Road.  The 
Club’s website may be reached 
through District 6630 home page at 
www.rotarydistrict6630.org. 
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Rotary Global Rewards 

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/member-center/rotary-global-rewards/offers#/offers


World Health Organization Wild Polio Virus Update  

Week Ending 13 January 
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Governor’s Letter cont’d 
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