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	Rotary pledges $97 million at Global Citizen Live

	RI President-elect Jennifer Jones announced Rotary’s $97 million pledge for sustainable projects during Global Citizen Live, a star-studded 24-hour broadcast with events and performances across six continents. The event 25 September aimed to unite people to take action to defend the planet, end the COVID-19 pandemic, defeat poverty, provide education for all children, and promote equity and justice for all. In Paris, where Jones pledged Rotary’s support, thousands of people gathered at the iconic Champ de Mars near the Eiffel Tower to see performances from Elton John, Ed Sheeran, Black Eyed Peas, and more. Read more




				This week's stories 







				Celebrate small wins in DEI 

		Dr. “Bowtie” Todd Jenkins serves as a Global Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Leader at a Fortune 100 company in Corporate America and as an Executive Inclusion Trainer, Strategist, and Speaker with Bowtie Leadership, Inc. Jenkins, a member of the Rotary Club of Fayetteville, Arkansas, shares the importance of DEI to Rotary and how even small changes can make a big difference. Read more.
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	Rotary magazine’s What Would You Do 

		Your club had been meeting at a popular spot in town, but recently, the club president changed your meeting location to another restaurant. You find out that the president's brother-in-law owns the restaurant. What would you do? Send your response to magazine@rotary.org for possible inclusion in a future issue of Rotary magazine.
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				Check out our new Action Plan White Papers

	In a blog post for Rotary Voices, Dr. Isaac Owolabi shares the importance of participant engagement through his personal and professional experiences with his Rotary club. Learn more about what it means to enhance participant engagement and what actions you can take as a club in our new Action Plan White Paper. 

		

	






	
		Our logo: representing Rotary

	Learn how to customize your logo so you can link your Rotary, Rotaract, or Interact club, or your district or zone, to the good that Rotary does around the world. Take this course in the learning center.
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	Rotary Youth Exchange
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	Connecting students and communities around the world
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	Register for the 2022 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention

	We invite Rotary members, program leaders, volunteers, and alumni of Rotary Youth Exchange from around the world to the 2022 Youth Exchange Officers Preconvention in Houston, Texas, USA, 3-4 June. Each year, the Rotary Youth Exchange community gathers for two full days to share ideas, make new connections, and strengthen partnerships.

Rotary International is carefully monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic and its potential impact on Rotary events. We encourage you to register before 15 December 2021 to take advantage of the early registration savings, with the assurance that requests to cancel can be received and processed as late as 30 April 2022.

We hope you’ll join us in Houston as we look toward the future of Rotary Youth Exchange.

			REGISTER TODAY 










				News & Stories 







				Interested in virtual exchanges, but not sure where to start? 

		Virtual exchanges are more vital than ever, and many students are already experiencing the benefits of them. Are you interested in getting started but not sure where to find resources and other partners? Join fellow leaders and contribute to:
  
1. The virtual exchange learning topic in the Rotary Learning Center, which you can use to share and download resources about virtual exchanges
1. The My Rotary Discussion Group for Virtual Exchange Partners to collaborate and connect with other interested Rotary members
For any other questions, write to youthexchange@rotary.org.
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	Tips for learning a language in Rotary service 

		Learning a new language can be daunting — but worthwhile — for students and adults who want to develop and deepen their cultural competence. Connor Kane, a Rotary Youth Exchange alum, offers four steps you can take to prioritize learning a new language.
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			READ MORE 
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		LEARN MORE

	1. FAQ about Rotary Youth Exchange and COVID-19
1. Introduction to Rotary Youth Exchange
1. Youth protection and Rotary International

		

	







		
		This newsletter is a source of news, resources, and event details available every other month for those who promote global understanding through the Rotary Youth Exchange program.
Send questions and story ideas to youthexchange@rotary.org
Share this newsletter on Facebook
Rotary Youth Exchange group on LinkedIn
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	Helping club and district leaders achieve success



	September 2021
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	MEMBERSHIP
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Grow Rotary through Each One, Bring One



	Rotary’s Action Plan is the bridge between what we are today and what we want and need to be. It is our plan for fulfilling our vision of a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change. Our members, as people of action, are the key to achieving any of the plan’s four priorities. So adding members allows us to achieve more. RI President Shekhar Mehta is deeply committed to growing and sustaining Rotary membership. As one of his presidential initiatives, Mehta is asking clubs and districts to: 
1. Get a commitment from each active Rotaractor or Rotarian to sponsor one new member by 30 June 2022. The Each One, Bring One initiative will help us stay relevant, attract new members, and engage and retain current members and participants.
1. Use public events to remind the public that Rotary and Rotaract clubs serve others and create positive change. Members can bring guests to events like Rotary Days of Service or this year’s presidential conferences, where they’ll experience the life-changing impact of Rotary.
1. Form an effective membership committee to focus on growth, engagement, and making Rotary accessible to more people. The committee should have processes for finding prospective members, introducing them to current members, inviting them to join, and then offering a clear and useful orientation, fun activities, and Rotary opportunities beyond the club.
1. Diversify Rotary by supporting Rotary’s commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion. By connecting with prospective members and participants from all backgrounds and inviting them to experience Rotary, we’ll gather an abundance of perspectives, skills, and solutions.
Recognize those who attract new and diverse members and engage and retain those who join. Visit the Membership Society for New Member Sponsors and celebrate your fellow members who have committed to expanding our reach.
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	CLUB CLINIC
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	How you can support diversity, equity, and inclusion

	Diversity is one of Rotary’s longtime core values. But we know we can do more to ensure that our organizational culture exemplifies diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). We’re looking honestly at how we work together to create more just, open, and welcoming clubs and programs for all people. Our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force is assessing the state of DEI throughout Rotary and developing a plan of action to present to the Board in October. We ask all club and district leaders to share the updated commitment statement with members and discuss diversity, equity, and inclusion in your clubs, districts, and communities. Invite guest speakers, host community forums, and set a zero-tolerance policy for discrimination of any kind. Learn about other actions you can take. 
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ALUMNI
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	Celebrate Reconnect Week, 4-10 October

	Engaging Rotary’s past program participants in club and district projects and meetings can be the key to making them feel that they have a place in Rotary. Rotary Reconnect Week, 4-10 October, is a great opportunity to invite alumni to participate in a service project, have a party that celebrates alumni, or just encourage them to pursue membership. Many alumni crave a personal connection to Rotary after their programs. As we celebrate Reconnect Week, we invite former Rotaractors, Interactors, Rotary Peace Fellows, Rotary Scholars, Rotary Youth Exchange students, and other alumni to renew their relationship with Rotary. Learn more.
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	DISTRICT CORNER
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	Virtual exchanges provide great experiences

	Rotary members have demonstrated their adaptability in a wide variety of ways during the COVID-19 pandemic. For example, the virtual exchanges they hosted allowed certified districts to continue to offer young people a unique opportunity to engage and collaborate with people from other cultures online. To support this program, we’ve created a video that you can use to promote your Rotary Youth Exchange program to eligible students and excite and invigorate volunteers. Watch the video to learn more about virtual exchanges, and download this customizable version to share, inserting your program’s information at the end.
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	MEETING PLACE
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	Call for breakout session proposals for the 2022 Rotary International Convention in Houston, Texas, USA

	Do you have an idea or project that you want to share with the Rotary family? Breakout sessions can inspire attendees, help them improve their leadership skills, and give them new ideas for service projects, fundraising, diversifying membership, and more. Help us build an inclusive breakout program that celebrates Rotary’s diversity, projects, and achievements. We’re seeking proposals for sessions in English, Portuguese, and Spanish.
Complete the online breakout proposal form by Thursday, 30 September. If you have any questions, write to conventionbreakouts@rotary.org
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	Young Leaders in Action







		September 2021
	Engaging the next generation of Rotary leaders
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	Share your service-learning journey in the 2021 Interact Awards!

	This year’s Interact Awards invites Interact clubs explore to Rotary’s new service-learning resources. After applying service-learning to your club experience, submit a video, photos, and/or an essay showcasing your club’s service-learning journey to the Interact Awards.

Submit your nominations by 1 December 2021 for a chance to be named “Best Video,” “Best Photo,” or “Best Essay” and receive funds to support your Interact club’s next project. 
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	LEARN MORE
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				Taking Action







				Be a part of the 2022 Rotaract Preconvention

		After two years of gathering virtually, we’re optimistic the Rotaract Preconvention will be held in person again! Help us create a memorable and engaging event by leading a session on an initiative, project, or topic you want to share with Rotaract Preconvention attendees.

The deadline for proposals is 30 September 2021, submit yours today!
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	SUBMIT A PROPOSAL
	[image: ]



	[image: ]




	[image: ]



	Join us for Reconnect Week 2021

		During Reconnect Week on 4-10 October, Rotarians and alumni from around the world will gather online and in person to share their experiences, network with each other, and exchange ideas for staying involved in Rotary. This is the week that we recognize the value our alumni bring to our organization, and when we do what we can to engage alumni with Rotary. Get inspiration for your next event and post your own projects and events to inspire others to take part in Reconnect Week.
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	LEARN MORE
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	Get ready for World Polio Day

		For World Polio Day on 24 October, we need everyone’s help to raise awareness about Rotary’s efforts to eradicate polio for good. Download the World Polio Day Toolkit for resources and tips to plan activities and promote a polio-free world.

Share social media posts from the toolkit with #EndPolio and #WorldPolioDay hashtags, create a fundraiser for Rotary’s PolioPlus Fund, or host a virtual or community event. Be sure to register your participation for World Polio Day to show how the Rotary community is taking action to end polio. Follow us @EndPolioNow for World Polio Day updates and to learn more about protecting children across the globe from this paralyzing disease.
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	REGISTER YOUR PARTICIPATION
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				Resources & Events







			RESOURCES

	Interact Guide for Rotary Club Sponsors and Advisers 

Rotaract Handbook

RYLA Handbook

District Rotaract Committee Course

District Interact Committee Course
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		UPCOMING EVENTS

	3-4 June 2022
Rotaract Preconvention 
Houston, USA

4-8 June 2022
Rotary International Convention 
Houston, USA

Do you have an upcoming event to add to this list? Email us at youngleaders@rotary.org.
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	Share this newsletter on Facebook.
Subscribe to this newsletter.
Young Leaders in Action is a monthly source of news, resources, and event information for young leaders in Rotaract, Interact, the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) program, and New Generations Service Exchange and Rotarians who support them. 
Send questions and story ideas to youngleaders@rotary.org. 
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Update your email address to receive
the All-Member Survey, coming in November.
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