
BIGGER, BETTER, BOLDER  

Only six more months for us to 
make 2011, Bigger, Better, & 
Bolder---- more members, great 
projects and programs and 
more involvement in both the 
community and on an Interna-
tional level.  I am excited about 
all of the great work being 
done around the District.  

January is Rotary Awareness 
Month! This is a great time for 
your club to have an assembly 
meeting just to refresh your-
selves on all of the fantastic 
programs and information that 
are a part of Rotary. From 
Grants to the Rotary Founda-
tion, Avenues of Service and 
the History of Rotary, the ob-
jects of Rotary, the Four Way 
test and much much more, 
Rotary has a lot to offer.  

To learn more or to obtain 
information for your assembly 
session, just go to the District 
web site for the link to RI 
(www.rotarydistrict6630.com)   

How much is your club grow-
ing? Our goal this Rotary year 
is for each club to grow by a 
minimum of one new member. 
I know that some of the clubs 
in our District have done much 
better than one new member. 
Congratulations to you! Let’s 
all keep working on new mem-
bers and retention of members. 

Now is the time to test 
strengths and weaknesses of 
our clubs. Perhaps a strange 
idea for some Rotarians, but 
how else will we  learn how the 
activities and programs of our 
respective clubs match up to 
those of other clubs in our 
district and around the world? 
Therefore I encourage all Ro-
tarians –not only the club offic-
ers-to become involved in eval-
uating their clubs during the 
month of January.  

The Presidential Citation pro-
gram for 2010-2011 has been 
designed as a score sheet for all 
the Avenues of Service. It also 
is a checklist for many of the 
activities and programs con-
ducted by your clubs. Club 
presidents are required to com-
plete the score sheets and sub-
mit them to me by March 31, 
2011 for your club to be eligi-
ble for the Presidential Cita-
tion awards. The scores should 
be shared with all club mem-
bers either as written reports or 
as presentations at club meet-
ings.  

Starting work on the Presiden-
tial Citation test in January will 
provide an opportunity to cor-
rect any discovered deficiencies 
in club activities before the 
submission deadline of March 
31, 2011. It will also help the 
club officers to notice that a 

new Presidential Citation with 
Distinction award is available 
this year for clubs with a good 
balance of activities in all Ave-
nues of Service.  

And last but not least, our Dis-
trict is not doing as well as the 
past couple of years in Founda-
tion giving to date. Review 
your club goals and let’s see if 
we can all support EREY 
(Every Rotarian Every Year). A 
little contribution from all of 
you will get us to our goals. It is 
all part of being Bigger, Better, 
& Bolder.  

I again thank all of the clubs 
for the fine reception Cherie 
and I have received on our 
visits. I hope that the infor-
mation I presented was useful, 
either to the new members or 
to stimulate the older mem-
bers. Four more clubs to visit 
in the next two weeks. I am 
disappointed I do not have 
more; it has been such a great 
experience. I will be coming 
back soon to talk about the 
District Conference at the 
Beachwood Hilton on April 
29, 2011 through May 1, 2011. 
The District web site will be 
ready for reservations by the 
end of the month.   

Yours in Rotary,  

Stew Buchanan   

Gover n o r ’s  L e t t e r  
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By Jack Miakowski 
 
We hope you had a Blessed 
Christmas and we wish all a 
Happy New Year. It was good 
to see all of my club members 
after being off for a week. We 
are heavily into our planning 
schedules as THE BIG 
EVENT, OUR  20TH ANNI-
VERSARY CHILI OPEN-
GOLF CHARITY EVENT is 
only 6 weeks away. Three of 
our brand new members are 
on committees and that is part  
of our success in keeping new 
members, get them involved 
early.   
Hopefully all of us Rotarians 
have made a New Year’s Reso-
lution to talk with someone 
about becoming a member. If 
your Club isn’t growing, who 
is responsible? Every member 
needs to share in the process 
of getting new members. I will 
ask again,” when was the last 
time you asked someone to 
consider joining your club?”  
There must be some good you 
see in remaining a member or 
are you a RINO? 
I am  asking every Rotarian in 
District 6630 to  pledge to 
yourself, I will  bring a friend 
to visit my Club in the next 30 
days.  As most of you know we 
are losing members for all 
types of reasons and the only 
way we change that is get new 
members. No one is saying it 
is an easy task but if you don’t 
ask you won’t know.  I will 
give you an example from my 
Club. We have a new member 
of several months. In talking 
with him, he told me for 25 
years his  friends  who belong 
to the Club talked about the 
Club but no one invited him 
to join.  Finally someone did 
and he has joined. Simple 
point is until you ask you 
don’t know how someone 
feels about Rotary.  We do so 
many good things around the 

World that we are known as 
the Good Guys. Tell your 
friends about us, Polio Plus, 
Water Projects, Book Projects, 
School Projects, Scholarships, 
the list goes on and an. WE 
ARE THE BEST AT HELP-
ING PEOPLE!  There are no 
strings attached to the good 
we all do as Rotarians. 
 
PEOPLE LIKE TO BE ASSO-
CIATED WITH WINNERS 
AND THAT IS WHAT RO-
TARY IS ALL ABOUT, WIN-
NING THE BATTLE  TO 
HELP OTHERS!  
Look yourself in the eye and 
make the pledge!   I will bring 
a friend to my Club within 30 
days. 
 
For membership issues, HELP 
IS ONLY A CALL AWAY 
Ask Jack 440-572-4744 

January Membership Report 
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2011-2012 Inbound Youth Exchange  

We have already placed our re-
quest for exchange students for 
the next Rotary Year, (2011-2012)  
However, because of the processes 
involved, we need to have the 
commitments from the Rotary 
Clubs now.  Therefore, the pro-
cess has started to obtain commit-
ments from the clubs currently 
hosting students and those who 
desire to host a student.  It is 
IMPERATIVE that we have all of 
the needed paperwork completed 
by the club and school within the 
next several months prior to the 
final assignment of students.   

Please remember, we now have co- 
sponsorships available in which 
one club can help with the finan-
cial portion of the exchange and 
another club can obtain host 
families.  For the past several 
years, we have had 4 Rotary clubs 
jointly co-sponsor students.   

If your club wants to host a stu-
dent for next year, please contact 
Rotary Youth Exchange Inbound 
Co Chairs, Marsha Pappalardo 
(cmpappa@aol.com) or Jack 
Young, PDG (Jack1vill@aol.com) 
440-759-4000 for more infor-
mation.  We ask all District 6630 
Rotarians and clubs support this 
great Rotary process.  Remember 
the youth exchange is a District to 
District process.   

Don't forget the other youth pro-
grams such as the Youth Out-
bound Exchange, Short Term, 
Rebound and New Generations 
along with our Interact,Rotaract, 
RYLA and 4 way Speech Contest. 
All of these programs are great 
resources for future new members. 
Best wishes to each and everyone 
for the new year. 

By Jack Young 

2010-2011 Inbound Youth Exchange 

The 14 Rotary Youth Exchange 
young people who are in our 
district are doing extremely well.  
Many of them have gone to their 
second host family and have expe-
rienced a great opportunity in 
their lives.  6 of the students have 
gone on the Disney Harry Potter 
trip to Florida several weeks ago 
and many others are preparing for 
the Easter and Western Trips.  
Others have gone to places with 
their host families like, Arizona, 
Nevada, New York City, Virginia, 
Atlanta, Chicago, Washington D. 
C and many other places.  Most 
of the students are extremely 
involved in their High School 
such as dance teams, choir, band, 
sports and community activities.  

At least two of the students have 
been interviewed by a reporter 
and had a picture and article 
appear in the local news paper 
with their host family.  One other 
student has even been interviewed 
on a cable television station. I 
encourage all Rotary clubs to 
obtain publicity from the local 
community on their student to 
help with the publicity for our 
great  Youth Exchange Program. 
It just may also help the clubs 
membership initiative. When the 
publicity does happen, please let 
me know and send me the article 
and information.  

Thanks for all clubs, Rotarians, 
friends and host families for sup-
porting this great program.  Re-
member, our youth today will be 
the leaders of Rotary tomorrow. 

Rotary Youth Exchange 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 

isn’t always evident at our meet-
ings. This program showed the 
students Rotary’s community 
support in a very tangible way.”  
The Students of the Month 
helped collect the Happy Bucks 
money each meeting and many of 
them donated money as well.  We 
look forward to seeing who we 
can help next year with our Holi-
day Jar. 

helped, but the Bedford Club 
benefited as well.  It really helped 
reinforce that a little bit of giving 
each week can really make a big 
difference in someone’s life.  “I 
think it also helped our Students 
of the Month better see what 
Rotary is all about’” said Cal 
Hunter, President of the Bedford 
Club, “We support many organi-
zations in the community, but it 

Holiday Jar a Success in Bedford 

By Cal Hunter, Jr 

The Rotary Club of Bedford start-
ed a new program this year called 
the Holiday Jar.  This is a take-off 
from the book called “A Christ-
mas Jar”. Close to $300 was given 
to a local family who had been 
recently evicted from their home. 

The program had several benefits.  
Obviously, the local family was 

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/110118_IA11_themevideo.aspx


Avid Golfers Go To Extreme  
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By Dan Reynolds 

Increasing number of golf fanatics of all 
ages battle the elements in the 21st annu-
al Chili Open presented by Wayne 
Homes 

Akron, OH – January 4, 2011 – Golf add-
ed to extreme sports like base-jumping, 
skydiving, swimming with sharks, etc.? 
Once again the surprisingly invigorating 
Wayne Homes Chili Open will take place 
on Saturday, February 5, 2011. The annu-
al event has increasingly drawn more and 
more devoted fans and adventure seekers 
each year and expects to host over 500 
people of all ages. Proceeds of the Chili 
Open aid children and adults with disabil-
ities who will attend Rotary Camp next 
summer.  

For twenty-one years, the Chili Open has 
seen a significant increase in wild and 
adventurous golfers who desire to wage 
war against Ohio’s winter weather to play 
9 holes. Over 500 polar bear golfers will 
converge on the scenic Hale Farm and 
Village in Bath, Ohio. On that date, the 
grounds of the historic location will be 
transformed into seven 9-hole golf cours-
es.  

The Wayne Homes Chili Open extreme 
sport of winter golf was originally created 
more than twenty-one years ago on frozen 
tundra of a lake.  Since, the event has 
moved inland and hosts professional and 

hobbyist golfers of all ages, along with 
individuals attempting to boost their ex-
treme sports resume. Hole distances range 
from sixty-five to one hundred twenty-five 
yards and feature fierce and extreme ob-
stacles. Golfers must overcome hurdles 
like putting across tundra, sliding in the 
snow and chipping on an ice-laden 
course. Those who accept the challenge 

won’t have to read a Bear Grylls ultimate 
survival book or catch their dinner. In-
stead, participants heat up and enjoy all-
you-can-eat Whitey’s famous Chili and 
beverages inside Hale Farm and Village’s 
Gate House, where they can also develop 
and polish their own adventure tales and 
legends while enjoying raffle prizes and 
games.   

Proceeds of the extreme golf outing will 
help more than five hundred children 

and adults with disabilities attend the 
Rotary Camp next summer. For more 
than eighty years, the Rotary Club of Ak-
ron has sponsored the Rotary Camp. 
Children with special needs throughout 
Ohio spend a week at camp, where they 
enjoy swimming, canoeing, arts and crafts, 
sports and games, team building and 
more, in a convenient and accessible, 
natural surrounding.  

Entry fee is $200 per foursome or $50 for 
individuals ($30 per golfer is tax deducti-
ble). Tee times are from 8am – 1pm. Most 
Chili Open golfers prefer irons ranging 
from seven to wedge and a putter. Extra 
golf balls are a good idea – orange is rec-
ommended, golf bags are optional. For 
more information on the Wayne Homes 
Chili Open or the Akron Rotary Camp, 
please visit chiliopen.net or call the arctic 
hotline at 330.644.4512. 

This year’s Chili Open is presented by 
Wayne Homes.  Our partners include: 
Buckingham, Doolittle, & Burroughs, 
LLP, The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 
Crystal Clinic, Summa Foundation, OM-
NOVA Solutions Foundation, Willough-
by Supply, House of LaRose, FirstMerit 
Foundation, Akron Children’s Hospital, 
Whitey’s Premium Chili 

WAKR, WONE, WQMX, Hale Farm & 
Village, Leader Publications,  Record Pub-
lishing 

http://chiliopen.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/RotaryInternational#p/u/7/ZVfaNJB8x1g
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252291/RoseParadeFinal.jpg


Berea Rotary Event Set for Browns Training Facility 
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By Linda Kramer 

The Cleveland Browns Training Facility 
in Berea is the site for the Rotary Club of 
Berea’s annual reverse raffle and silent 
auction fundraiser on March 26. Called 
Kickoff to the Future, this is the club’s 
most important fundraising project of the 
year, providing funds for scholarships and 
other community projects. This is the first 
time the event has been held at the 
Browns Facility and is the result of negoti-
ations between Browns officials and a 
special Rotary committee. This is also the 
first time the team has allowed an outside 
organization to use the facility. 

Advance tickets are $100. The price in-
cludes a four-course catered dinner. There 
will be sideboards, a 50/50 raffle, silent 
auction and reverse raffle. To preview and 
bid on auction items, go to berearota-
ry.org beginning on Feb. 10. 

Tickets are limited. Call Rotary President 
Kathy Olmeda at (440) 234-7174. 

Poinsettia Sale:  Another major fundraiser 
for Berea Rotary is the annual Poinsettia 
Sale. This year, the project raised $2,000 

for scholarships and other programs. Top 
seller was project chairman Jim Sayler. 
Rotarians not only took orders from resi-
dents and businesses but delivered, too.  

Holiday Party: The Berea Rotary Club’s 
annual holiday party was Dec. 7 at J-Bella 
restaurant in Strongsville. Rotarians and 
guests dined on salmon and steak. Joining 
in the festivities were District Governor 
Stew Buchanan and his wife, Past District 
Governor Dave Skrzynski and wife Bev, 
who is executive director of the Cleveland 
Rotary,  and Past President Jay Dzurilla of 
the Strongsville Rotary. 

Upcoming programs: Berea Rotary took 
some time off, with no meetings on Dec. 
21 and Dec. 28. Upcoming programs 
include a Membership Breakfast on Feb. 
2. This is a new project chaired by Rotari-
an Ken Weber. Berea Rotarians will invite 
prospective members to breakfast at a 
local restaurant where they will be treated 
to a free meal, a local dignitary as a guest 
speaker and information about the bene-
fits of joining Rotary. Guests will be invit-
ed to submit their business cards for a 
drawing for a gift basket. 

By Richard Mole 

On Monday, February 7, 2011, the Andover 
Rotary Club will be celebrating its 85th 
Anniversary. Andover Rotary was organized 
on January 22, 1926 and was chartered on 
February 1, 1926 with 19 members. The 
Conneaut Rotary Club, itself chartered in 
1922, was the sponsoring club.  

The 14 Andover Rotarians will be welcom-
ing District Governor Stewart Buchanan 
and his wife Cheryl as their special guests. 
DG Stew will address the gathering with his 
remarks, "Being a Rotarian: Service Above 
Self."  

Other guests will include local and county 
government officials and fellow Rotarians 
from throughout Ashtabula County. Addi-
tional special guests will include Instructor 
Scott Wludyga and his wife as well as vari-
ous members of the Pymatuning Valley Mul-
ti-Media classes who have produced and 
created a video of the Club's history, high-
lighting various projects completed over the 
years by the Club.  

TRC ANDOVER TO CELEBRATE 85th  

Emphasis will be spotlighted on the 
$185,000 Recreation Complex designed, 
developed and entirely funded by Andover 
Rotary in 1994. Other notable projects in-
clude contributing $3,500 of materials to 
build a building at Pymatuning Valley High 
School's all-weather track to house the state 
of the art timing devices used as well as be-
ing the sole $2,500 local match to bring a 
$10,000 Community Reading Garden to 
fruition next to the Andover Public Library.  

The members really take the motto "Service 
Above Self" to heart", commented current 
president Richard Mole. "Our Club has 
tried to be a difference maker in our small 
community of 2,500." "Judging by the re-
sults, we haven't done too bad a job over the 
past 85 years."  

The festivities begin at 6:00 p.m. for a 
"social hour" on that Monday night followed 
by the regular meeting and anniversary cele-
bration afterwards, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
for more info contact Richard Mole at 
rmole@srsnodgrasscpa.com 

**EDITOR’S NOTE** 

BE SURE TO MOVE YOUR CURSOR 
OVER THE GRAPHICS OR PICTURES 

FOUND IN THIS DOCUMENT… MANY 
OF THEM ARE LINKS TO VIDEOS, 

WEBSITES, PICTURES OR OTHER 
GOODIES 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/Data/6630//HTML/114849//YESS_Leadership_and_STEM_invite.pdf


A Few Words From a Rotary Youth Exchange Student 
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By Viktoria Bryk 

Hello! –says USA, Cześć! – says Poland, 
Добрий день! – says Ukraine, Bonjour! – 
says France and Belgium, Olá! – says Brazil, 
Hallo! – says Germany and Austria, Hola! – 
says Mexico, Argentina and Ecuador and  
Nǐ hǎo (你好) – says Taiwan. This words 
kids used to say every day to their parents, 
teachers, friends or just familiar people. But 
not now! Now they are Rotary International 
Youth Exchange Students. Every year USA 
Rotary districts give an amazing opportunity 
not only to visit but to learn better language, 
culture, rules, traditions and habits of Amer-
ica which are so different from theirs.  After 
their coming here they reincarnated into 
adults which need to buy everything by 
themselves, to control their money and oth-
er adult stuff.  A few years ago it would have 
been impossible for kids from Poland, 
Ukraine, France, Belgium, Brazil, Germany, 
Mexico, Argentina, Ecuador and Taiwan to 
fulfill their dreams of coming to America.  
But now they are here. 

“Life is really different…Everything is so 
different…” explain students.  “In the begin-
ning it was hard, I was kind of homesick 
and my language wasn’t so good, even some-
times I didn’t know how to express myself.” 
– said few students. “But without Rotary it 
was impossible!” added Ana Veschi from 
Brazil. “And I think Rotarians do great job!” 

commented Viktoria Bryk. Most part of our 
exchanges said that after getting off from the 
plane they were with a wide-eyed look of 
excitement said “I was happy, I thought 
wow…I am in America!”  for all of  it was a 
start of new way of life. But besides not little 
part of them were scared because they didn’t 
know what to expect from the people, who 
were so different according to those who are 
all back  way home!  “I felt good because my 
host family is really nice, they have two kids, 
who were exchange students in other coun-
tries, so they know how do I feel. As for 
school kids, they didn’t talk to me that 
much, so I start talk to them and really a lot 
and in that way I got a lot of good friends.”  
Said Abel Venerdini from Argentina. “ I 

would like it if more students came up to 
me and got to know me,” said Brenda 
Amores “I’m normal kid and a good 
friend!”  she said.   

Only for being here not so long time they 
have already learned numerous things about 
America and American’s way of life. 
“American’s eat a lot of junk food, even in 
the morning!” said Coco Mecier from 
France and Victoria Marques from Brazil 
with serious expressions on their face.  In 
Poland they eat mostly salads and soups; 
rarely do they ever eat unhealthy food. But 
all of them love McDonald’s. “I like any-
thing from McDonald’s!” – said Mateo 
Saenz from Ecuador. 

Mostly part of this kids made good access in 
different sport clubs. For boys most popular 
are cross country, swimming club and soc-
cer. For girls: volleyball, dancing club, cheer-
leaders…   

Everybody is different because somebody 
miss his family most, somebody his friends 

and there are some of them who mostly 
miss their pets. “Of course that’s hard, but 
then you have more and more activities and 
bunch of stuff to do, so even sometimes I 
don’t have time to talk on Skype to my par-
ents or friends every day, because there is 
big difference in time, like 6-7 hours…” 
explains Franziska Erwentraut from Germa-
ny. 

“The style of clothing is really different” said 
all exchange girls. “I like the style here be-
cause you don’t have to think what to wear 
or that colors are different, the major think 
you to be comfortable, you don’t have to 
think what other people think about that!” 
said Ana from Brazil.  

During trips they have an opportunity to 
meet somebody from their country, to meet 
a lot of new friends, to talk on their native 
language. From the first meeting guys loved 
each other really a lot and nowadays they try 
to meet each other almost every weekends.  

However all of them are trying to do their 
best in learning language, culture and stuff 
like that. They plan on making more friends 
and trying new food and new experiences. 
Traveling to more places in the U.S. is also 
something they hope to do while they are 
here, and they will.  

*NOTE* "The above is an article for our 
newsletter was reprinted unedited as submit-
ted by one of your students Viktoria Bryk 
from the Ukraine who is hosted by the Ro-
tary Club of Lakewood Rocky River.  I com-
mend her for putting this together in Eng-
lish so that we are can enjoy her comments."  

For those clubs who would like to host a 
student in this one in a life time opportuni-
ty next year, please contact Jack Young 
(Jack1villa@aol.com) or Marsha Pappalardo 
(cmpappa@aol.com), Inbound Co Chairs.  

http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252282/Youth1.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252283/youth2.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252284/youth3.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252285/youth4.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252286/youth5.jpg


Sunrise Rotarian to build teddy bears.  The 

teddy bears will be distributed to less fortu-

nate youth in the county. 

On November 17, 2010 nine Sunrise Rotar-

ians participated in a community project in 

conjunction with the Juvenile Court in 

Medina.  The project was called “Build-A-

Bear”.  Joining the Rotarians were fourteen 

juveniles who were in the court’s communi-

ty service program, two community service 

supervisors, four official Build-A-Bear staff 

and five court and MCBDD staff. 

The group made eighty-eight bears (forty-

four of each gender).  The bears were com-

pletely outfitted displaying a variety of occu-

pations.  The bears were made for youth 

who entered into Medina County foster 

care system this year, youth involved in Me-

Medina Sunrise Build-A-Bear Project 
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dina County Family First’s Help Me Grow 

program and youth who attended the 

preschool at the MCBDD Achievement 

Center. 

On Wednesday, December 15, another 

group of Rotarians joined representatives 

of the above group to deliver the bears. 

This was a very successful project in which 

juveniles who were in trouble were able to 

work with individuals with special needs.  

In so doing the juveniles were able to 

show emotions and feelings that were 

normally suppressed and share with oth-

ers in a very positive way. 

The Medina Sunrise Rotary thanks the 

Rotary Foundation for its help in making 

this project possible. 

By Mike Davanzo 

The Medina County Juvenile Court devel-

oped a program that helps young offend-

ers rebuild their lives while making a dif-

ference in the lives of other young people.  

The program is entitled “Build-A-Bear”.  

In this program the Court has partnered 

with  Build-A-Bear, Wal*Mart, and Medi-

na Sunrise Rotary along with the Rotary 

Foundation so that juveniles involved in 

the Juvenile Court Community Service 

program will be teamed up with a Medina 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252289/bear3.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252287/bear1.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252288/bear2.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/data/6630/Journal/31624//story252290/bear4.jpg
http://www.clubrunner.ca/Data/6630//HTML/114850//Jan2011Grantscommitteereport.pdf


By Jack Harig 

Rushworth Kidder, founder and 
president of the Institute for 
Global Ethics, offers a good deal 
of advice in an interview in More 
than Money magazine, entitled 
"Ethical Fitness: Choosing Be-
tween Right vs. Right." Kidder 
asserts that despite differences in 
religion, philosophy, geograph-
ical location, nationality, and 
race, human beings have a com-
mon belief in five core values: 
Honesty, Responsibility, Re-
spect, Fairness and Compassion. 

People have a wide range of 
thought about how they judge 
right and wrong. The least flexi-
ble are those who see every issue 
as either right or wrong, black or 
white, there is are no grey areas 
and no room for value judg-
ment. It is always “My way or the 
highway”. 

Moral Absolutism: Right is right 
and wrong is wrong. Actions are 
inherently good or bad, regard-
less of the consequences. 

At the extreme left of the first 
group are those people or groups 
who eliminate values, Every eth-
ics issue is situational.  There are 
no absolutes. Those who believe 
in Ethical Relativism tend to 
move the judgment bar in a way 
that eliminates accountability for 
personal or group actions. 

Ethical Relativism: Circumstanc-
es alter cases.  Everyday stand-
ards are good, but exceptions are 
also right and good.  The judg-
ment of good or bad is based 
upon the result or consequence 
of the act rather than the act 
itself. 

Where does Rotary stand in the 
ethics dilemma? The Four Way 
Test has become the standard for 
measurement of the things we 
say and do, the way we are ex-
pected to act in our business and 
personal lives. The MOP 
(Manual of Procedure) further 
states, “The sole purpose of any 
reproduction or use of The Four-
Way Test should be the develop-

ment and maintenance of high 
ethical standards in human rela-
tions.” 

January is Rotary Awareness 
month, I thought it might be 
interesting to take a look at how 
Rotarians deal with tough deci-
sions and how application of 
The Four Way Test can influ-
ence decisions and what we do 
and how we do it. Rotarians 
come from many backgrounds. 
In June of this year I attended an 
Ethics Panel along with Rotari-
ans from all over the world. 
Those in attendance represented 
all major religions, nationalities 
and ethnic backgrounds. We got 
into an intense discussion that 
lead us to a point somewhere 
between the two positions on 
ethics mentioned above. I made 
a statement about the applica-
tion of the Four Way Test to the 
group. My statement was based 
on my Western Christian per-
spective and the answer seemed 
very clear to me until an African 
Rotarian who is a married busi-
ness man, a Christian, and a 
tribal prince. “Prince” posed a 
question to me that attempted to 
unravel my simplistic under-
standing of making ethical deci-
sions. Prince ask me to answer 
an Ethical dilemma he may be 
faced with. In his country, which 
is majority Muslim, Prince’s 
government has outlawed polyga-
my. His Christian faith only 
permits one wife for one man. 
So far so good. What could 
Prince throw in that could com-
plicate a simple situation like 
this? One husband, one wife, no 
hanky panky easily done. So 
what is the problem? Here is the 
rest of the story. In his country 
polygamy is still the norm. In the 
years since the law forbidding 
polygamy, only one man has 
been charged by his wife and 
convicted. The husband received 
no punishment. If a Prince is 
tapped by the tribal elders to 
become chief he is obligated by 
tradition to accept his selection 
and become Chief. Tradition 
also dictates that the Chief 
should have multiple wives. His 
wife has indicated that if he be-
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in Ashtabula, OH, send recycled 
fire trucks and ambulances to 
third world countries. We send 
our kids to other countries as 
students and in exchange bring 
kids here opening new avenues 
of understanding, Rotary clubs 
all over the world provide schol-
arships to high schools students. 
We exchange GSE teams with 
Brazil, Argentina, Germany, the 
Philippines, Nigeria, and over 
100 other countries. We are the 
1st and oldest International Ser-
vice Organization. Rotary has 
been responsible for cessation of 
civil war long enough for our 
Rotarians partnering with 
NGO’s, Rotary International 
Foundation, and private organi-
zations like the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation to fulfill our 
commitment to eliminate Polio 
from the face of the earth by 
raising over 800 million dollars 
for Polio eradication. This is a 
commitment we made and be-
cause we made it, we will do it. 
This is the Rotary way; doing 
what you say you will do. Some 
of our efforts last for days or 
weeks, others have lasted over 85 
years or more.  

Rotary is special because Rotari-
ans are special, Rotarians accom-
plish projects that have benefited 
hundreds of thousands of indi-
viduals and families at home and 
abroad. Most all of the good 
works of Rotarians are the result 
of a few people in a place some-
where in the world doing ex-
traordinary things together that 
they could never dream of doing 
alone. These are some of the 
reasons we are Rotarians and 
why we have fun doing good 
with our friends. Take a look at 
the following link and see what 
RI is doing in social networking 
with U-Tube or just Google 
“Rotary International U-Tube” 
and see what large and small 
Rotary Clubs all over the world 
are up to. Here is the link:  

ht tp ://www.youtube .com/
rotaryinternational 

came Chief she would not at-
tempt to prevent him taking 
additional wives (she also said 
she would not be happy with 
him if he did). The question to 
me was how do I apply The Four 
Way Test to his dilemma? I gave 
my answer. If you give me yours; 
I will share with you my reply to 
Prince. 

My second story is much sim-
pler; it is about a Rotarian who 
was a district Governor in an 
area in North Eastern India, just 
South of Kashmir. He is in the 
plastics importing business. Bo-
do is a minority among minori-
ties. He is a Sikh, an over 500 
year old religion in India & 
Kashmir, and with his turban on 
Bodo is still barely more than 
5’2’’. He has a round face with 
body to match and an olive 
brown skin. He is proof that 
Rotarians come in all sizes and 
shapes. We became friends in a 
week long Rotary Training pro-
gram for Governor want-a-bees. 
He spotted me in the hallway 
one day on a coffee break, he 
was with his wife and he started 
to wave his arm as he grasped his 
wife with his other hand pulling 
her towards me and called out, 
“There is Jack, there is Jack, he is 
a Christian, but it is OK, he is 
my friend. 

I share these two similar but 
different stories to help you visu-
alize the diversity and complexity 
of Rotary. Prince faced conflicts 
in personal beliefs, cultural prac-
tice and the law of the land that 
presented choices that could not 
please all yet may have to be 
made someday. On the other 
hand my Sikh friend had it easy, 
I was his friend and a Rotarian 
and that was enough to bridge all 
of any differences. 

These two Rotarians are exam-
ples of what makes Rotary work. 
Because we are different we are 
able to develop many different 
projects doing good and helping 
our fellow man at home and 
abroad. We are able to do micro 
loan programs in Africa, water 
projects Haiti, historic markers 


