
Dear Rotarians 
We are in the final quarter of 
our year of Light Up Rotary.  I 
would like to call your atten-
tion to our District Confer-
ence.  It is my wish that each of 
you attend some part of our 
conference.  It begins on Fri-
day, April 24 with the first ses-
sion at 10:30.  It concludes on 
Sunday, April 26 around 11:00 
with our memorial service for 
those Rotarians who have 
passed since the last District 
Conference.  Our Conference 
Committee of 27 fellow Rotari-
ans have been working since 
this summer to make this a 
meaningful and fun weekend. 
Here is some important infor-
mation: 
 Rooms are $99 + tax per 
night 
 Rooms must be reserved by 
April 2 to receive this rate. 
               Registration is open 
on the District Website 
 There are activities for your 
spouse/partners while you are 
at meetings 
 There will be hospitality 
rooms open during the confer-
ence and each night 
 There will be opportunities 
for you to share with your fel-
low Rotarians 
 Clubs may have a table in 
the Hall of Friendship to tell 
about their activities 
 Saturday afternoon, join in 
the Afternoon at the Races 

 There is a list of programs 
at the Conference on the Regis-
tration Page of the District 
Website 
 Friday night is the Paul 
Harris Dinner.  Recognize your 
new members at the Dinner. 
 
Many clubs are changing their 
meeting during that week to 
the Friday of the conference.  
This is a time to share and a 
time to have fun and fellow-
ship. 
 
Vocational Directory 
The district is ready to launch 
the vocational directory thanks 
to the work of our DGE, Cher-
yl Warren.  You will have an 
opportunity to learn about it at 
our District Conference and to 
sign up.   
 
Time, Talent, and Treasure 
The clubs are busy at this time 
compiling a list of all the dona-
tions of time and treasure that 
were made during this year.  
This information will be com-
piled by the PI Committee.  
The goal is to unveil the num-
bers at the District Conference 
and then to share with our 
communities. 
 
Pictures 
Clubs are also getting ready to 
send in pictures of activities 
during the year.  Perhaps you 
will be on the screen during 

Our Conference.  Keep your 
eyes open. 
 
Our Foundation 
Our Foundation is a major way 
for Rotarians to be connected 
to the internationality of Rota-
ry.  This is truly our Founda-
tion and every contribution 
made is used to do good.  It is 
the goal of our District that 
each Rotarian give something 
to Our Foundation this year.  
Please make your contribution.  
Our current contribution as a 
District is $110,165.43.   
 
Rotary Days 
Many clubs in the District are 
finalizing plans for Rotary 
Days.  Please refer to the Dis-
trict Website to see what is 
happening and try to support 
your fellow Rotarians. 
 
Membership 
Our membership numbers 
keep increasing which is great.  
According to Club Runner we 
have added 120 members this 
year, however, we have also lost 
84 members.  These numbers 
are only as good as the infor-
mation that is entered into the 
system.  I would encourage 
each club to add and delete 
members from their list in both 
RI and CR.  Therefore, con-
gratulations are in order for 
bringing in new members.  Let 
us keep 
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engaging our members so they 
want to stay with us. 
These are our new Family 
Members in February 
Akron 
 Teresa Gary 
 Thomas Knauer 
 Matthew Slonsky 
Barberton 
 Laura Thomas 
Bedford 
 Ida Stanley 
Fairlawn 
 Loucile Powers 
Hudson 
 Judy Wenum 
Painesville 
 Daniel Bray 
 Bud Frankel 
Ravenna 
 Brad Dillman 
Shaker Heights 
 Robert Ault 
 Samuel Weingart 
Strongsville 
 Kevin Westover 

Burton-Middlefield Rotary will 
be flipping pancakes again this 
March for the 64th year start-
ing Sunday, March 1st, and 
continuing every Sunday in 
March. The Rotary Club will 
be serving their delicious pan-
cake breakfasts that include 
real Geauga County maple 
syrup at Berkshire High 
School in Burton, Ohio from 
8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Berk-
shire High School is located at 
14510 N. Cheshire Street, 
Burton, Ohio a.k.a. Pancake 
Town USA.  

In 2012 and 2013, the Burton 
Middlefield Rotary Pancake 
Breakfast was voted as the best 
Pancake Breakfast in North-
east Ohio by the readers of the 
Sun Newspapers. Customers 
also have the opportunity to 
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You can add a World Re-
nowned Omelet to your pan-
cake breakfast for an addition-
al $3.00. 

For more information, please 
contact: 

Tracy A. Jemison 
14470 Rider Road 
Burton, OH 44021 
Cell: 440-476-8486 
email: 
 bmrpancakes@roadrunner.com 

purchase the Rotarian’s 
“World Renowned Omelets” 
to go along with their pan-
cakes. The Burton Middlefield 
Rotary has served over 
260,000 pancake breakfasts 
since its inception in 1951. 
For more information please 
e m a i l  B M R -
pancakes@roadrunner.com or 
o n - l i n e  a t 
www.burtonmiddlefieldrotary.
com.  

The proceeds from these 
breakfasts go back to our com-
munity and internationally 
with many projects that in-
clude Rotary’s initiative Polio 
Plus to eradicate polio 
throughout the world. This 
year’s prices are adults $8.00 
for the pancake breakfasts, 
children 4 to 10 are $5.00. 

Names of Deceased Rotarians 
Since 4/25/2014 

All Rotary club presidents and 
members are asked to notify 
PDG Bob Johnson with the 
names of any active Rotarians 
that you are aware of that 
passed away since our last Dis-
t r i c t  C o n f e r e n c e  o n 
4/25/2014.  Even if this per-
son is not in your club please 
let Bob Johnson know.  We 
want to honor these Rotarians 
at a memorial service on Sun-
day morning 4/26/15 of this 
year’s conference.  So far the 
following names have been 
turned in to Bob: 

     Bob Reschke  -  RC of Cha-
grin Valley 

     Dick Pitcher  -  RC of Cha-
grin Valley 

     Tom Bayless  -  RC of Bur-
ton-Middlefield 

     Earl Biederman  -  RC of 
Aurora 

     Richard Thompson  -  ? 

Please don’t assume someone 
else is doing this.  Just let me 
know.  THANKS! 

Bob Johnson – PDG 
(H)440-834-8447 
© 440-384-7574 
goracerbob@aol.com 

Remember Our Deceased Rotarians  

Pancake Time In Burton 

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/member-news/announcements/applications-now-being-accepted-pilot-allows-innovative-and-flexible
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/49b69e4d-b2c9-441f-820c-1dbfff3e4bce/1


TRC Hudson Gala Supports Area Organizations 

Mark your calendars for Fri-
day, May 8, 2015, 6:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn in Twinsburg for the 
32nd Annual Rotary Club of 
Hudson Gala!  As always, the 
Gala promises an evening of 
fine dining and fun bidding 
while raising funds (the Rotary 
Club of Hudson Foundation 
is a 501c3 non-profit entity) to 
help people in need.  Funds 
raised from this year's event 
will support: 

Gift of Life Northeast Ohio  
Hattie Larlham 
The Hudson City Schools 
Student Assistance Fund 
 
Tickets are $75 per person for 
this black tie optional which 
will feature dinner, an open 
bar, a cash raffle, and a live 
and silent auction offering 
items ranging from condos 
and art and jewelry to sports 
and golf packages and prod-
ucts and services.  In addition 
to ticket and item sales and 
the raffle, funds to support 
these worthy non-profits are 
also raised by offering sponsor-
ships and program advertise-
ments.  Sponsorships can be 
secured at the Platinum 
($5,000), Gold ($3,000) and 

Silver ($1,500) levels, and pro-
gram ads are available for 
$300 (full page) and $175 (half
-page). 

 

For more information about 
the Gala and The Rotary Club 
of Hudson, please contact one 
of the following: 

Gala Chair Ron Strobl 
( 3 3 0 . 5 2 4 . 1 9 5 5 ;  r o n -
suestrobl@gmail.com) 

Sponsorship Committee Chair 
Den Rich (330.655.4224; 
dwrichoh5@gmail.com) 

Advertising Committee Co-
c h a i r s  K r i s  B a r k e r 
( 3 3 0 . 6 5 5 . 1 8 1 5 ; 
kbarker@4lnb.com) or Dun-
can Tanner, Jr. (941.713.1645; 
dtannerjr@neo.rr.com) 

Membership Chair Rich 
Warfield (216.469.2849; 
rwarfield@warfieldandcompan
y.com) 

Club President Alison Pfeister 
( 3 3 0 . 3 2 8 . 5 6 7 3 ;  a l i -
son.pfeister@gmail.com) 

 

The Rotary Club of Hudson . . 
. Service Above Self Since 
1930  

In Rotary, we have the oppor-
tunity to build bonds of 
friendship with fellow Rotari-
ans around the world. And 
once a year, at our internation-
al convention, we have the 
chance to get together with all 
of our Rotary friends, to share 
new ideas, plan new service, 
and just have fun. 

What better way to celebrate 
the end of the 2014-15 Rotary 
year, and Light Up Rotary 
with your friends, than to trav-
el together to the 106th annu-
al Rotary International Con-
vention in São Paulo, Brazil? 
Whether you have never been 
to a convention before or are 
an experienced convention 
goer, this will be one you 
won't want to miss. Preregistra-
tion pricing ends on 31 
March, so plan now for the 
biggest Rotary party of the 
year. 

The convention will begin on 
Saturday, 6 June, and after the 
opening ceremony there will 
be a traditional Brazilian Car-
nival party and a Samba 
School Parade at the Anhembi 
Sambadrome. Even if you 
think you have no rhythm or 
can't carry a tune, you will find 
yourself dancing, singing, and 
laughing all night long. The 
party and parade will feature 
the bright colors, feathers, and 
sequins of Carnival costumes 
as well as the sights and 
sounds of samba, the Afro-
Brazilian music and dance, 
and the delicious food and 
drinks of São Paulo. 

 

On Monday night, Ivete San-
galo, winner of two Latin 
Grammy Awards, will enter-
tain Rotarians. And every 
evening of the convention, 
Rotary Restaurant Nights will 
let you enjoy discounts in the 
culinary capital of Latin Amer-
ica. Savor fish from the Ama-
zon, sushi with a Latin flair, 
Brazilian beef, and other offer-
ings from some of São Paulo's 
30,000 restaurants and bars. 
Admission to several museums 
in São Paulo, including the 
excellent soccer museum, will 
also be free with your conven-
tion badge. 

Brazil reflects a diversity al-
most as great as Rotary's: Pau-
listanos, as the people of São 
Paulo are known, have created 
a lively culture with influences 
from all over the world. One 
of the highlights of any Rotary 
convention is always hospitali-
ty night, where you can get to 
know local Rotarians. Monday 
night is your chance to experi-
ence the Paulistano lifestyle 
with the Rotarians of Brazil – 
but be sure to book early, as 
numbers are limited. 

In Rotary, service and friend-
ship go hand in hand. As you 
focus on the work of this Rota-
ry year, I ask you not to lose 
sight of the importance of 
international friendship, and 
to register for the São Paulo 
c o n v e n t i o n  n o w ,  a t 
www.riconvention.org. 

Gary C.K. Huang 
President 2014-15 
Source: Rotary International 
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A Message From RI President Gary Huang 

**EDITOR’S NOTE** 
BE SURE TO MOVE YOUR CURSOR OVER THE 

GRAPHICS OR PICTURES FOUND IN THIS DOCU-
MENT… MANY OF THEM ARE LINKS TO VIDEOS, WEB-

SITES, PICTURES OR OTHER GOODIES 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkL5ji0nU8w


News From TRC Berea 
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Jim Walters named Grindstone Award 
winner 
Berea Rotarian James N. “Jim” Walters 
III, the City of Berea’s Law Director and 
long-time Berea attorney, has been named 
the 2015 winner of the Grindstone 
Award. 
The Grindstone Award is presented by 
the Berea Chamber of Commerce each 
year to an outstanding citizen. Nomina-
tions are submitted to the chamber by 
residents and organizations. 

Walters is a past president of the Rotary 
Club of Berea and is a Paul Harris Fellow. 
He is active in his church, the United 
Methodist Church of Berea, where he is 
chair of the usher committee and is a 
member of the worship committee.  
For many years, Walters has donated his 
hair to Locks of Love – an organization 
that provides wigs to cancer patients un-
dergoing chemotherapy. He grows his hair 
for 18 months to two years before con-
ducting a raffle with the winner earning 
the right to cut his hair. Proceeds from 
the fundraiser this past year went to The 
Gathering Place, which offers support to 
cancer patients and their families. That 
latest fundraiser earned $1,000 for The 
Gathering Place. 

He also is a former Berea city councilman-
at-large and former president of council. 
 
Visiting the Land Down Under 
Every year, Rotary International holds its 
convention in some exotic, and some not 
so exotic spots. Past conventions have 
been in Bangkok, Singapore – and Indian-
apolis. In 2014, Dave and Bev Skrzynski, 
PDG and past president of the Rotary 
Club of Berea, coupled their vacation 
with the RI convention in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, with side trips to New Zealand.  

RI conventions draw upwards of 20,000 
Rotarians from around the world, Dave 
told Berea Rotarians. Sites are chosen 
regardless of the size of the city, he said. 
And every convention is “exciting and 
first class,” he added. 
The Skrzynskis marked several items off 
their Bucket List by the snorkeling at the 
Great Barrier Reef and whale-watching in 
Sydney harbor. In New Zealand, they visit-
ed Auckland and a resort in Rota Rua, a 
tropical site formed by a volcano, which is 
still active. The scenery in both countries 
was “fantastic,” Dave said. 
Around 15 Rotarians from District 6630 
made that trip to Sydney. “Each year, it’s 
a reunion with old friends and new,” he 
said. He is looking forward to the 2015 RI 
convention in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

On Wednesday, March 11th Congress-
man David Joyce addressed the Aurora 
Rotary.  He discussed issues like ISSIS, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
speech, Immigration, job creation and 
working with fellow congressman to end 
gridlock.  Despite Congressional gridlock, 
he did note that the Congress was able to 
pass legislation defining the 40 hour work 
week, legislation allowing employers to 
hire veterans  without the concerns of 
providing health care (since the govern-
ment covers their health care), and finally 

getting Keystone legislation to the Presi-
dent's desk.  He felt like  Congress would 
get much more done if they were required 
to spend more time in Washington as was 
the tradition in years past.   
Attending the event were Mayor Ann 
Wormer-Benjamin, Councilman Scott 
Wolf, Councilpersons Kathi Grandillo 
and Amy McDougald, Police Chief Byard, 
Law Director Dean DiPiero and Head of 
Economic Development Jack Burge, and  
the Congressman's right hand man Nick 
Ciofani.   
For more information about The Rotary 
Club of Aurora including their upcoming 
A Taste of the Western Reserve, visit their 
n e w l y  u p d a t e d  w e b s i t e 
www.aurorarotaryclub.org 

Sen David Joyce Speaks in Aurora 

Jim Walters 

Dave Skrzynski illustrated his talk with 

photos and maps of Australia. 

Reach out to Rotaractors  
Evan Burrell served in almost every role imagi-
nable in his 12 years in Rotaract in Australia. 
But his first efforts as a Rotary member didn’t 
go as well as planned. Burrell shares what he 
learned from the experience, including how to 

make your club welcoming to Rotaractors and 
why you should want to recruit them. 

Read more 
Learn how your club can sponsor a Rotaract 
club 

Reach Out to Rotaractors 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57419861:29400047398:m:1:995626694:27DF4B1403E01ABB115F0F2EA3B3E519:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57419861:29400047398:m:1:995626694:27DF4B1403E01ABB115F0F2EA3B3E519:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57419862:29400047398:m:1:995626694:27DF4B1403E01ABB115F0F2EA3B3E519:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57419862:29400047398:m:1:995626694:27DF4B1403E01ABB115F0F2EA3B3E519:r
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/a3b3caa7-a16b-40f8-a768-d6a2dd4d65e2/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/57e1c076-5e5a-47c9-b0f3-b3fa843f920b/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/eed121be-8fe6-46eb-866f-d6345a811421/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/6dee961f-2931-4b7b-b1f0-f7a1bd9fc59d/1


Keeping Rotary In The Family 

1990. The Akron Rotary’s Chili Open’s 
purpose  is to raise operating funds for the 
Akron Rotary Camp for Children with Spe-
cial Needs.  This year’s event will help more 
than 1,800 children and adults with disabil-
ities spend a week at the Akron Rotary 
Camp.  Each year, children with special 
needs come from all over Ohio to enjoy a 
week of camping, crafts, team building, fun 
and more.  Camping fun that many chil-
dren take for granted. At Akron Rotary 
Camp the many activities are the tools to 
independence, socialization and self-esteem 

for children and adults 
with a variety of disa-
bilities.  Our primary 
goal is for campers to 
leave camp with life 
skills that will help 
them for years to 
come, regardless of 
their financial situa-
tions. No children are 
turned away.  

Wayne Homes was the Title Presenting 
Sponsor along with many Corporate Part-
ners including BRAVO, Buckingham, Doo-
little & Burroughs, LLC, Domokur Archi-
tects, Focal Point Social Media, OPOC.us, 
Rubber City Radio Group, Summit DD, 
Willoughby Supply Co., Inc.  Premier Part-
ners including ComDoc, Deer Pass Golf, 
Ernst & Young LLP, First Energy, Industri-
al Tube & Steel Corp., Stand Up for 
Downs.  Many other caring companies and 
individuals were very generous and also 
contributed through camperships, golfing, 
raffle tickets, donations, silent auction do-
nations, food and beverage donations and 
multiple volunteers.     Lambda Chi, Fiji 
fraternities and Alpha Delta Pi sorority 
from University of Akron donated their 
time to add to the many volunteers.      

For more information about Rotary Camp 
programs please call 330-664-4512 or visit 
www.rotarycamp.org.  

TRC Akron 25th Chili Open Raises Over $ 184,000.00  wi  500 +Attendees 
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The recent induction of Ravenna Rotary 
member Michelle McFadden had a gener-
ational twist.  Ms. McFadden was sworn 
in by her father and longtime Rotarian, 
Stew Buchanan, with her sons and step-
mother in attendance.  

Buchanan is a member of the Rotary 
Club of Akron and has held several offic-
es in Rotary District #6630 (northeastern 
Ohio).  Since childhood, McFadden was 
involved in Rotary events of all sorts so 
her own membership in Rotary was the 
next logical step.  McFadden is employed 
by NBD International in Ravenna, a com-
mercial and residential loss recovery firm. 

All For The Rotary Camp for Children 
and Adults with Disabilities... 
“Saturday, February 7th was the most 
successful Akron Rotary Chili Open that 
we have had, Dan Reynolds, Director for 
The Rotary Camp for Children and 
Adults with Special needs commented.  
Hale Farm and Village in Bath, OH was 
transformed into four 9-hole courses with 
distances ranging from 65 to 125 yards.  
Other fun events included the 4th Annu-
al Whitey’s Chili Eating Contest, spon-
sored by Akron Tractor, which was held 
outdoors since that 
can get a little messy.  
The winner was 
Josh Strelbicki , who 
got to choose a New 
STIHL® Chain Saw.  
Evan Nelson was the 
big winner in Raffle 
Tickets to win a 2015 
Chevy Sonic from 
The VanDevere 
Bunch.   Another fun even was hole to 
the closest pin;  indoor miniature golf and 
other great contests.   

Over $184,000.00 net was raised to pro-
vide campers the privilege to attend sum-
mer camp in Portage Lakes. 

This special 25th Anniversary, Akron 
Rotary’s Chili Open is one of Summit 
County’s largest and most unique promo-
tional venues.   Over 500 people attend-
ed, playing golf with fluorescent golf balls 
in the snow, eating Whitey’s chili, hot 
dogs,  beer, and other great food donated 
by BRAVO Cucina Italiana.  Participants 
also had great fun playing cards and 
games inside the pavilion.  David Hunt 
and his family played golf, ate chili and 
commented “This was the best and most 
fun year that our family has had.  It was 
great to be outdoors with the sun beating 
on my face.”    

The event has captured the attention of 
the greater Akron region every year since 

New Ravenna Rotarian, Michelle 
McFadden, is joined by her father, 
Stew Buchanan, her sons and Mrs. 
Buchanan  

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/member-news/rotary-peace-fellows-are-helping-refugees-start-over
https://map.rotary.org/en/securememberservices/Pages/SelectFundR.aspx?FUND=APF
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/7001c0c3-3066-4047-99d7-7d99f5990317/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/19dcf625-d98e-4326-bbab-6f9f8b119480/1
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Greetings from Evanston! As a reminder, 
15 April 2015 is the deadline for district 
governors to notify RI of the names of all 
the Rotary clubs, Rotaract clubs, and In-
teract clubs in the district that qualify for 
the 2014-15 Presidential Cita-
tion. Qualifying clubs can be conveniently 
reported through My Rotary. Please read 
on for further details.  

Please encourage your clubs to submit 
their certification forms to you in a timely 
manner to enable you to meet the 15 
April deadline to provide notification to 
RI. Please remind your clubs not to sub-
mit their forms directly to RI, as they will 
not be processed. District governors must 
report the names of all qualifying Rotary, 
Rotaract, and Interact clubs in their dis-
tricts electronically through My Rotary no 
later than 15 April 2015. Late submis-
sions will not be accepted.   

President Huang will also recognize Dis-
trict Governors who have 50% or more 
qualifying clubs in their district with a 
special District Governor Citation.   

Procedure for reporting qualifying clubs 
to RI  

My Rotary will enable you to easily report 
the names of your district’s qualifying 
clubs. The submission process will open 
on 1 March 2015 and close on 15 April 
2015. 

From the District Administration page in 
My Rotary, click Submit Awards to open 
the Presidential Citation page where you 
will see lists of all active Rotary, Rotaract 
and Interact clubs in your district.  

Click Edit next to each club category to 
begin making your submissions.  

Check the box next to each of the Rotary 
clubs, Rotaract clubs, Interact clubs that 
achieved the Citation this year. (click the 
links below for more information) 

2014-15 Presidential Citation  
2014-15 Rotaract Presidential Citation 
2014-15 Interact Presidential Citation  
Once you are done with your selections 
click Submit. 

You may go back and edit your submis-
sions as many times as you want between 
1 March and 15 April. You will also be 
able to generate a report to view the list of 
clubs you entered to date. We strongly 
encourage you to use Chrome or Firefox 
as your web browser rather than Internet 
Explorer to produce immediate, accurate 
reports. After the 15 April deadline, you 
will no longer be able to make changes, 
and we will begin printing and mailing 
certificates.  

Please note that we cannot accommodate 
requests for expedited processing of cita-
tions, as they create delays for all of the 

Deadline to Apply For Presidential Citation is Approaching 

other districts. In a typical year, we pro-
cess between 13,000 and 14,000 certifi-
cates, and your attention to the proce-
dures outlined above will ensure faster 
delivery of these certificates to all districts. 
Thank you in advance for your patience 
and understanding in this matter. All 
certificates will be post marked no later 
than 4 May.   

Update on “My Rotary profile” goal  

One of the goals in the citation challenges 
clubs to have all their members create an 
account (“profile”) in My Rotary. This 
data has now been added to the Members 
in a Club report in Rotary Club Central 
so club officers can easily identify how 
many of their club members have My Ro-
tary accounts.   

We appreciate your efforts to recognize 
your clubs for their outstanding accom-
plishments. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me at 
riawards@rotary.org.   

Best regards,  

Azka Asif  
Coordinator, Awards | RI Programs 
Tel 1.847.866.3394 
Fax 1.847.556.2179 
E-mail: riawards@rotary.org 

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/7028a57c-d258-4f61-9f53-94dd654bb6a5/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/d0b62502-d23a-408b-9be9-feb910acd980/1
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57704000:29456589378:m:1:995227557:532796F9A77180F82207A4CC6BEA6415:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57704001:29456589378:m:1:995227557:532796F9A77180F82207A4CC6BEA6415:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/57703999:29456589378:m:1:995227557:532796F9A77180F82207A4CC6BEA6415:r


Interact Dodgeball Tournament 
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The Interact Club of North Royalton/
Broadview Heights sponsored a dodgeball 
tournament on Saturday, February 28, 
2015 at the North Royalton Middle 
School.  Approximately 65 participants 
joined in the fun and money raised went 
to Womankind Prenatal Care Services. 

Womankind provides  needy pregnant 
women with monthly examinations at the 
clinic, access to prenatal care and support 
services enabling them to follow through 
with their pregnancies.  They were estab-
lished in 1975 and are now in their 40th 
year offering professional counseling, help 
with Health Start and Women and Chil-
dren applications, childbirth instruction 
and other classes designed to help them 
become new parents, all services are free.  
Patti Bertschler, a volunteer of Woman-
kind, gave a brief presentation about wom-

ankind and thanked everyone for partici-
pating.  The tournament began at approxi-
mately 12 noon and lasted until 5:00pm.  
13 teams from local communities played 
and team SFVD  took home the trophy!  
Thank you to all those who came to play 
or just to watch and cheer on the teams.  
Also, thank you to Augie's Pizza of North 
Royalton, Angie's Pizza of North Royalton 
and Zeppe's Pizza of North Royalton for 
donating pizza to serve at the tournament.  
Other refreshments were provided by the 
Interact Club.  Thank you to all those who 
participated. 

covered some great chefs already so the 
meal has been planned ahead of the date 
and we just do it! This experience has been 
very inspiring to everyone who has pitched 
in already and we have “tasked” all new 

members with volunteering at least once in 
their first year. Now the task becomes one 
of getting a broader participation from our 
club which because of word of mouth has 
already started to happen as the members 
share the experience and encourage the rest 
to come and pitch in. 

TRC Painesville Commits to Feeding the Needy 

Starting in December 2014 the Painesville 
Rotary has committed to staffing the prep-
aration & serving of meals to the needy 
one night per month. The meals are 
served at St. James Church in downtown 
Painesville and Rotary is scheduled for 

every 3rd Tuesday of the month. Prepara-
tions start at 3:30pm, the meal is served 
from 5pm-6pm with clean up until 
6:30pm. We invite any and all Rotarians 
to come join us for this “Service above 
Self”.  No need to register – just show up 
at St. James and we’ll put you to work! 

So far we have served Tuna Noodle Casse-
role, Salmon Patties, and for Fat Tuesday: 
Pancakes, Sausage & Ham. We have dis-

Jeff (Volunteer Chef), Vanessa Clark, 
Stu Lucker, Tom Hill, Deb Remington, 
and Erica Acheson  Kathleen Cotter, Jerry Walker, Judy 

Schleder, Vanessa Clark, Don Lucker, 
John Shepard, Deb Remington, and 
Stu Lucker 

Therefore on Wednesday, March 11, the 
Oratorical Contest was held in the Bruns-
wick Municipal Building.  This is just one 
of the many ways in which 2 service clubs 
can work together to benefit young people 
and the community. 

Optimists and Rotary Collaborate to Benefit Community 

Last year the Brunswick Optimist Club 
asked PDG Jack Young to make a presen-
tation explaining Shelter Box and what 
Rotary does in the community and the 
world.  In the presentation, PDG Young 
covered a number of subjects including 
Polio Eradication, community projects 
and Youth Programs including the Rotary 
4 way speech contest in which he has 
been involved in for over 12 years.  

Several months later, PDG Young was 
asked by Bill O'Neil, Past International 
Vice President of Optimist International, 
if he would be a judge for the local Zone 
Optimist Oratorical Contest for young 
people. Their process is similar to our 
Rotary 4-way Speech Contest. The speech-
es are judged on Speech Content, Deliv-
ery and Presentation, Poise and Overall 
Effectiveness.   

Judges Ann Yuzwa, Coordinator Bill 
O'Neil (Past International Vice President 
of Optimist International), Student 
Speech Contest Winners, Judges PDG 
Jack Young, and Joe Desanter  

Andrew Link, Joe Mandato, Troy Walter, 
Matt Tilk, Zach Demetriades; Front Row:  
Patrick McKee, Jessica Toth, Alyssa Toth, 
Jessica Washabaugh  

volunteer Patti Bertschler speaking to 
the participants at the tournament  

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/ec16f2c3-571f-41db-a029-1193ea2f7c73/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/ed74a133-7ee9-43a8-bc25-d8f7505b1e98/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/3f36afa9-2c13-49a1-9af5-a4957e668bb8/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/f6383df4-f4c5-4676-93f9-66c09c3c2a4c/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/c44ad25c-1042-4113-b82a-a5fb510aa387/1
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Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) provides 
Rotary programs and Leadership develop-
ment training for current or future Club 
or District leaders.  Session I is being of-
fered Saturday, March 28th at the Dou-
bleTree Hilton, Independence, OH from 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The topics for Ses-
sion I include Insights into Leadership, 
My Rotary World, Engaging Members, 
Our Foundation, Ethics – Vocational 
Service, and Service Projects.   

RLI Session II is also being offered on 
March 28th, same time and place.  You 
must have completed Session I to attend 
Session II.  Session II topics include Stra-
tegic Planning and Analysis, Team Build-
ing, Club Communication, Targeted  

LAST CALL - Rotary Leadership Institute March 28th  

Service, and Attracting Members. 

The cost of either Session, which includes 
Continental breakfast, lunch, and partici-
pant materials, is $75, however the Dis-
trict will cover $25 of the cost.  Registra-
tion is now open via our partner District 
6 6 5 0 ’ s  w e b s i t e , 
www.rotarydistrict6650.org under Up-
coming Events.  Make sure you check the 
box that indicates you are from District 
6630 so you receive reduced fee of $50. 
Reservations must be made by Monday 
March 23rd.  

Questions should be directed to Julie 
West via email jwest@ameritech.net or 
216-392-6771. 

Rotary Club of Aurora Foundation Pre-
sents the Taste of Western Reserve - This 
annual fundraising event supporting Rota-
ry’s local, regional and international ser-
vice projects will be held on Sunday April 
26, 2015 from 4–7 PM at Signature of 
Solon.  The TASTE features fine food 
from twenty upscale restaurants, a silent 
auction, musical and magical entertain-
ment, a cash bar and the drawing for the 
winners of a special raffle.  The raffle first 
prize is $3,000 with additional secondary 
prizes such as major sporting event tickets 
and gift certificates. The proceeds of the 
raffle will be donated to support a new 
Aurora Police Canine. Individual event 

A Taste of the Western Reserve April 26th 

tickets are $35 in advance, $40 at the 
door or $400 in advance for a reserved 
table of ten.  Raffle tickets are $20 each, 
or six (6) for $100 as an early bird special 
through April 1st.   To purchase event 
and raffle tickets call Rotary Treasurer 
Ron Echelberry at 330-348-7446 or Rota-
ry President Dick Rowley at 330-562-
1019.  For additional information about 
the event and raffle log on to the Aurora 
Rotary website www.aurorarotaryclub.org/
Page/taste. 

We have an interesting opportunity to get to 
know Interactors in Tunisia! Ines Ben Amor of 
the Interact Club Tunis el Menzah would like 
to correspond with an Interact Club in our 
district - see below for his message.  

Arne R. van der Heyde 
District 6630 Interact Co-Chair  2014-2015 
 
From: Ines Ben Amor   
Hello Interact Club !  
I am Inès from Tunisia (north Africa) and I am 
a member of the International Committee of 
Interact Club Tunis el Menzah. We have de-
cided to act with an international Club, would 
you like to participate with us? 

Here is our Facebook page… 

 

View Conversation on Facebook 

Connect With Interact in Tunisia 

 

Interact Club Tunis El Menzah 

 

News From TRC Mantua 

The Rotary club of Mantua will present a 
painting workshop on Tuesday March 31 
as their weekly meeting. The format will 
of course be different from our regular 
morning meetings. 

It will be held in the evening at 7:00 PM 
at our usual meeting place. (the hall of 
Hilltop Christian Church) in Mantua. 
We will start at 7:00 PM. Artist and  In-
structor Carol Milani will provide canvas-
es, brushes, paints & easels. She will guide 
participants, step by step through the crea-
tion of their own masterpiece. Everyone 
will have their art work to take home. 

Participants are instructed to bring bever-
age (wine suggested to help get in mood 
during painting session). Rotary members 
will provide appetizers. Cost is $25.00 per 
person.  Attendance limited so reserva-
tions a must. 

The title of Carols Program is Nature's 
wine. We are very excited about this pro-
gram and hope get good community in-
volvement. 

https://www.facebook.com/n/?Interact6630%2Fmanager%2Fmessages%2Finbox%2F&action=read&tid=mid.1426031238408%3A2190dbccbd3feeb947&medium=email&mid=b6986bfG5af3264cf308G0G0G4ae766f6&bcode=1.1426033046.Abl-D4PdsMNtAuDB&n_m=arnvdh%40gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?interactclubtuniselmenzah&medium=email&n_m=arnvdh%40gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/n/?interactclubtuniselmenzah&medium=email&n_m=arnvdh%40gmail.com
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/dca0cf5d-82b6-4584-ab2c-5ed102bfa3a1/1
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/webinars/upcoming


Port-Summit Bass Tournament 

How about tickets for the Beck Center? 
How about Cavs and Nets for 8 people? A 
week in Mexico for 8 in Puerto Vallarta?  
We had 18 items at least in every hour of 
Auction time. You name it we had it on 
the list of items. The bidding was fast and 
furious with little time to hesitate. You 
snooze you lose with Bob Hale as our auc-
tioneer. 

And then to bring more craziness we Sold 
a string of beads for $10. The prize was a 
wheelbarrow full of beer, wine, booze, soft 
drinks and the winner got the wheelbar-
row as well! This was done with a Heads 
and Tails contest. You pick heads or tails 
and place your hands there, we flip the 
coin, you are in or out. It only took about 
8 flips to get to the final two people.  They 
fought for about 5 flips and then we had a 
winner. She was very Happy as she is get-
ting married in the Spring. Our best wish-
es to the Happy Couple! 

Rest time is over and we are back to live 
auction time and the 50-50. This contin-
ues until 4 pm for the last action of the 
day. WE PULL THE WINNER FOR 
THE INDIANS LOGE. IT IS 10 PEOPLE 
and includes food and drink!   

Now for the hard part of taking everything 
down, cleaning the place, gather the 
greens and mats from the course 

store them and let's go Celebrate.  The 
Charities will be attending our meeting in 
mid-May to receive their checks. 

The yearlong planning has paid off again. 
We passed our Goal. 

 

We invite all to join us in 2016. It is always 
the last Saturday in February!  See you 
then! 

Getting back to work, we wish all of the 
attendees success at the All PETS Training 
session. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jack Miaskowski 

 

Reflections From The Chili Open 
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Saturday May 16 2015  
Portage Lakes State Park  
New State Park Ramp  
Please consider supporting The Port - 
Summit Rotary Bass Tournament fund-
raising event by announcing the tourna-
ment to your club members. Our tourna-
ment is an annual event that benefits the 
Akron Rotary Kids Camp, scholarship 
programs, and youth development pro-
grams.  

The tournament is a catch and release 
event with cash prize awards, door prizes, 
and early registration incentives. A visit to 
our club website (www.porsumro.org) will 
provide you with details about Rotary, 
Port - Summit Rotary, Rotary Kids Camp, 
The Port - Summit Rotary Bass Tourna-
ment, and Bass Tournament Registration. 
(Be sure to view the Bass Tournament 
Video, and the Rotary Kids Camp video.)  

Our club looks forward to the opportuni-
ty of partnering with your organization in 
supporting Rotary Kids Camp.  

Many Thanks For Your Consideration!  

Jack Evans  
Port - Summit Rotary Bass Tournament 
Coordinator  
330-958-2504  
jack@evans.org  

First, let me go back a few weeks to Feb-
ruary 28th when the weather is 15 De-
grees and plenty of snow is still on the 
ground.  It is time for the 24th Annual 
Chili Open Golf Charity Event at the 
Berea Fair Grounds. 

 

THE WEATHER IS ABSOLUTELY 
PERFECT FOR THE OCCASION!  
BRIGHT SUN AND 15 DEGREES. 

The Event is a huge success thanks to the 
generosity of our sponsors and those 
attending the event that have opened 
their hearts as well as their wallets! That 
Generosity allowed us to break our rec-
ord for the live auction part of the day!  
That means we will be able to give the 10 
selected charities approximately 
$3000.00. 

Those Charities for 2015 are Applewood 
Centers, The ARC of Greater Cleveland, 
Cleveland Food Bank, Easter Seals, Far 
West Center, Lighthouse, Malachi 
House, Jimmy Malone Scholarship Fund 
at College Now Greater Cleveland, 
Neighborhood Alliance, and Welcome 
House. These Charities were selected 
from over 30 submitted to our Club. 

It is always difficult to select one over the 
other as the need to help continues to 
grow. The committee has a difficult job 
and we thank them for their wisdom and 
patience. 

This crazy event is hard to describe un-
less you have been there. It is sort of like 
Cabin Fever turned loose but still under 
control! It is a time and place to get rid 
of the Winter Blues for a few hours. 

Our new sponsor this year was Columbia 
Hills Golf and Swim Club. The Club is 
being renovated and will be ready for the 
Spring Season. Call them for infor-
mation. 

The live auctions start at 10:00 am along 
with the 50-50 drawings and the Action 
continues until 4:00 pm. you name it 
and it was on the list of auction items. 

How about 4 Indians tickets vs Boston 
on Opening Day In Boston? How about 
a Bernie Kosar autographed jersey?  How 
about Monsters or Blue Jackets Tickets?  

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/88ebf5c0-45d1-4790-a704-aaf21250f685/1
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would like to attend. 

May 2nd - Service event at HQ for Youth 
Challenge with BBQ for families after-
wards, RC West Shore 

May 16th- Heroes Day: Each club to pick 
select 1-3 houses of military or first re-
sponders where teams of 6-10 will do 
needed yardwork.  Volunteers will have 
joint breakfast, then come back with their 
heroes for lunch. Summit North Cluster 
( RCs of Cuyahoga Falls, Stow-Munroe 
Falls, Northampton, Hudson, Hudson 
Clock Tower) 

May 23rd or 30th - Family Week with 
Hike/Bike/Walk on Portage Headwaters 
Trail.  RC Garrettsville/Hiram 

May 25th - Participation in Medina Me-
morial Day Parade with reception follow-
ing. Medina Cluster (RCs of Medina, 
Medina Sunrise, Brunswick, Lodi, 
Wadsworth) 

May 30th - Bike/Walk on Western Re-
serve Greenway Trail to benefit First Re-
sponders and Rotary. Rotary Clubs from 
Trumbull County, D6650, will also partic-
ipate as trail ends there. Ashtabula Clus-

Rotary Days – Upcoming Events 

ter (RCs of Rock Creek/Grand Valley, 
Ashtabula, Conneaut, Jefferson, Andover) 

May 31st – Rib Fest, RC Bedford 

June 7th – Rubber duck race followed by 
Kids Fest, RC Strongsville 

June 13th - Our Lady of Elms 5K and 
Family Run, Summit County South (RC 
Akron and others) 

TBD – Mini Festival at City Park in con-
junction with repair of Safety Village 
building, activities, food; RC North 
Ridgeville 

TBD – Safety Town Kick-off, RC Nordo-
nia Hills 

TBD - Meet & Greet, fun, food events 
held concurrently in each area; Cuyahoga 
SW Cluster (RCs of North Royalton/
Broadview Heights, Berea, Parma 

Remember to check our District website 
(www.rotarydistrict6630.org) and click on 
the Rotary Days button for more details 
and how to sign up as the events get clos-
er. 

RI President Gary C.K. Huang has asked 
all Rotary members to Light Up Rotary by 
organizing a Rotary Day in 2014-15. The 
concept is simple: hold a fun, informal 
event in your community to introduce the 
public to your club and Rotary. You’ll not 
only improve Rotary’s image in your com-
munity, you’ll also boost interest in join-
ing your club. 

District 6630 Clubs and Clusters (groups 
of Clubs) have been planning their Rotary 
Days, since the beginning of this Rotary 
year.  Portage County held their Rotary 
Days events the week of August 25th in 
conjunction with Habitat for Humanity 
Restore during their busy season when 
Kent State students arrived for their 
school year.  

A number of other Clusters and individu-
al Rotary Clubs in our District are hold-
ing Rotary Days in May and June and you 
are invited to participate.   

There is a Rotary Days page on our Dis-
trict website where additional information 
will be posted as it becomes available, but 
below is a list of planned activities so far.  
Review them and decide which one(s) you 

portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/7b012f99-afcb-43d8-a4a6-06cdf5a9f0c6/1
portal.clubrunner.ca/50069/Documents/en-us/595dcf6f-91c0-4e38-a674-7a890d8355ec/1


By  Jack A. Young, PDG  District 6630 
Shelter Box USA Board Member 2007-
2014 
Shelter Box Board Emeritus - 2015 
Past Chair - Rotary Relations Committee  
 
Your Help and Support Are Needed 
Shelter Box continues its deployment of 
volunteers and SB supplies to Disasters 
throughout the world.  
MAIAWI - Flooding    The country along 
with neighboring Mozambique is experi-
encing some of the worst flooding in 
more than 40 years.  In Malawi, an esti-
mated 200,000 people have been left 
homeless and substantial portions of in-
frastructure, including roads, bridges and 
power cables, have been washed away.    
1,000 Shelter Boxes, along with 650 shel-
ter kits and 500 tarpaulins have now been 
transported into the country.  Teams are 
working in the southern districts of 
Chikawa and Zomba.  288 Boxes have 
been distributed to families so far.    
CAMEROON - Conflict    Shelter Box 
received request to provide aid in Came-
roon to around 45,000 families.  Some of 
these families and refugees from Nigeria, 
while others have been displaced due to 
conflict within the country.  A Memoran-
dum of Understanding has now been 
signed and Shelter Box is currently work-
ing through logistics to send an initial 224 
boxes to the country.  Operations is also 
considering the possibility of sending  

response a team to the country.  
GAZA - Conflict          Shelter Box will be 
sending a total of 500 Shelter Boxes to 
rural areas of GAZA where people have 
fled from conflict in the region's cities and 
are now homeless.  The first 250 boxes 
have arrived in Gaza and are currently 
being distributed.  A further 250 boxes 
are being delivered now.  
NIGER - Flooding         Heavy Rains and 
subsequent flooding have affected the 
Niamey, Tillaben and Dosso regions 
among others.  A shipment of 568 Shelter 
Boxes has now been distributed in the 
country.  
IRAQ - Conflict            The rapid advance 
militant fighters has thrown into crisis 
and has led to overseas involvement in 
the form of aid interventions.  Shelter 
Box has pre-positioned stock in Iraq and 
will be working with Agency for Technical 
Cooperation and Development to estab-
lish a comp to provide shelter for internal-
ly displaced people.  There are around 
1,900 tents in Iraq Kurdistan, which now 
have been distributed.   
PHILLIPPINES - Typhoon Hai-
yan          Our response teams have 
worked in shifts to deliver aid to more 
than 7,200 families, many of them in 
remote island communities.  Now that 
the need for emergency shelter has dimin-
ished.  Shelter Box has turned its attend-
ing to providing other types of aid that are 
more suited to the current need in help-

ing communities rebuild their lives.  Shel-
ter Box is working in partnership with the 
international agencies ACTED.  
PAKISTAN - Flooding           Areas of 
southern Punjab have suffered severe 
flooding throughout the last few months 
and a request was made to Shelter Box to 
help people through the winter.  1,000 
Shelter Box repair kits and 224 Shel-
ter Boxes are currently being distributed 
in Pakistan to assist flooding survivors.  
SYRIA - Conflict     Efforts continue to 
ensure the ongoing distribution of Shelter 
Box aid in response to the Syrian cri-
sis.  Distribution of aid is through our 
implementing partner, Hand in Hand for 
Syria.  Shelter Box Repair Kits, more 
tents, mosquito nets, water filters and 
carriers, blankets, groundsheets, school 
Boxes and solar amps have all been pro-
vided to assist families and children in the 
region.  
As you can see, disasters are still happen-
ing and those who need are help contin-
ues to grow.  Therefore, we need the help 
and support of all Rotarians, Rotary 
Clubs and friends of Rotary to help sup-
port our efforts to provide Shelter, 
Warmth and Dignity to those who have 
lost everything in these disasters.  For 
more information or for a presentation 
on Shelter Box, and how you can support 
their efforts please contact PDG Jack A. 
Young . (440-759-4000 or Jack1vil-
la@aol.com)       

ShelterBox Continues Aid Throughout the World… Can You Help? 

Stow-Munroe Falls High School Is Going Global 

Stow-Munroe Falls High School is going 
global by collecting money to construct a 
school building for children in Mali, Afri-
ca.  The school (once completed) will be 
called “Stow School”.  The idea to build a 
school in Mali started when Dr. Scott 
Lacy (SMFHS alumni) was involved in the 
Peace Corp after college.  He was recog-
nized as a special guest for homecoming 
weekend three years ago. The students in 
the International Business Academy asked 
Dr. Lacy to speak and together came up 
with the idea to help the Malians by tak-
ing on the task of building a school.  The 
students have raised $8,000 of the 
$14,000 needed. 

After the International Business Academy 
began raising money other groups and 
individuals started pitching in to help.  
Elementary and middle schools collected 
coins, along with the foreign language 
clubs at the high school.  Also, joining 
forces with DECA and the others is Inter-
act (a service club connected with the 
Stow Rotary).  Students have sold candy 
bars, t-shirts, hosted staff vs. student bas-
ketball games, Mali ball, and talent shows. 

Interact has designed a new T-shirt and is 
offering it in long and short sleeve.  All 
monies go directly to the school in Mali.  
If interested in purchasing a t-shirt, one 
can email st_mowls@smfcsd.org and/or 

st_charris@smfcsd.org and a t-shirt form 
with a photo of the T-shirt will be sent via 
email.    

African Sky is a social profit organization 
working to lessen the effects of extreme 
poverty in Mali, Africa. For more infor-
mation on African Sky, please go to the 
web site, africansky.org. 
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By:  The Rev. Dr. John M. Schluep  

Malidome Patrice Some writes with wis-
dom in his book “The Healing Power of 
Africa” there are three essential compo-
nents for health and wellness: Ritual, 
Healing and Community.  On September 
27, 2014 ten residents from Northeast 
Ohio and three from Missouri left the 
United States for Viet Nam.  For six veter-
ans this was a return to “their war” forty-
four to fifty years earlier.  Two partici-
pants were Viet Nam era veterans and the 
remaining five persons were “People of 
Strong Heart” - spouses and friends of the 
veterans.  The purpose was to bring peace 
and reconciliation to their lives.  These 
thirteen individuals carried with them 
over 100 names of Viet Nam veterans 
who had died in the war, died at home 
since the war or could not make a return 
visit to Viet Nam.   

These thirteen persons returned to Viet 
Nam under the guidance of a local heal-
ing organization called, Warriors’ Journey 
Home, Inc. Listen - Speak - Heal whose 
mission is to Heal the invisible wounds of 
war.  This work started as a ministry 
through a local Tallmadge, Ohio church 
the First Congregational Church of 
Tallmadge, UCC.  Over the course of 
several years the local ministry developed 
in to a standalone 501c3 organization 
with healing groups being located in other 
communities in Northeast Ohio.   

The Rev. Dr. John Schluep, founder of 
Warriors’ Journey Home is a Rotarian 
with the Tallmadge Rotary and when he 
provided a morning program the 
Tallmadge Rotary responded with moral 
and financial support.  The Viet Nam 
healing journey was accepted as a project 

for the Rotary clubs of Summit County 
(Ohio) to support collaboratively.  The 
Summit County Rotary working with the 
Akron Rubberducks Baseball organization 
sponsored a Warriors’ Journey Home 
game-night at the Canal Park Stadium, 
Akron, Ohio.   

Supporting veterans in their return to a 
war zone for healing and reconciliation 
with former enemy soldiers emulates the 
spirit of Rotary Peace promotion which 
speaks of tolerance and cooperation be-
tween people.  Dr. Schluep would add to 
that “tolerance is good, however honoring 
others brings respect and fosters the heal-
ing process.  when our veterans meet their 
former enemies they listen to their stories 
and begin to tell their own.  The former 
enemies begin to see each other as hu-
man.”   

The Viet Nam War known as The Ameri-
can War in Viet Nam involved 3 million 
US military personnel.  In the end 58,000 
US men and women were killed in that 
war and today 1,600 remain Missing in 
Action (MIA).  For many veterans and 
their families the repercussions over the 
decades since 1975 has been catastrophic 
for many: suicide, alcohol and substance 
abuse, domestic violence, broken homes 
and lives, unemployment and alienation - 
the disenfranchised Viet Nam veterans 
who came home are causalities as well.   

“Many Viet Nam veterans returned from 
service to resume good and wholesome 
lives while others have yet to find the way 
home.  Warriors’ Journey Home is for 
those who continue to long for home, 
however it requires all of us working to-
gether to bring them home.  Until the 
veteran is healed from the soul wound of 

war and military service there will not be 
peace.”  Schluep said.   

It is through the support of the local com-
munity, specifically the Tallmadge Rotary 
and Summit County Rotary working with 
the Rubberducks, that healing takes place.  
It involved the Tallmadge City govern-
ment as well as the Tallmadge Chamber 
of Commerce and First Congregational 
Church of Tallmadge.  The preparation 
for the return to Viet Nam for healing 
takes nearly a year of spiritual prepara-
tion, planning and fund raising.  Many 
local groups conducted fund raising 
events and each participant was required 
to make a financial commitment - it is 
important that each person invest in their 
healing. 

The most recent journey, September 27 to 
October 12, 2014 was planned around 
the areas of operation the returning veter-
ans served in.  In addition to those areas 
the Warriors’ Journey Home group con-
ducted proxy ceremony for over 125 Viet 
Nam veterans and their families.  Nine 
ceremonies were held in various locations 
in Viet Nam and at each ceremony local 
Vietnamese joined the group often telling 
their story of how the war effected them.   

“The Tallmadge Rotary is an invaluable 
partner in support of the healing work 
that brings peace to veterans, families, the 
community, and the world.  Our work 
involves veterans from every era and con-
flict; their spouses, children, grandparents 
who discover healing when they coura-
geously face the demons of war.”  Schluep 
said.  For more information about Warri-
ors’ Journey Home go to warriorsjour-
neyhome.org.   
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