Rotary District 6630

youth HOST FAMILY RECOMMENDATION FORM Family #_
exchange

OUTBOUND CANDIDIATE'S NAME

Rotary

Candidate’s High School Current Class Year
Candidate’s Sponsoring Rotary Club

PROSPECTIVE HOST FAMILY NAME

Name of Prospective Host Family Contact Person:

Address: City Zip Code Best Telephone Number: Best Email Address:

Prospective Host Family’s High School school district: Preferred Hosting Time Period: [ _]Fall (First)
[ IWinter (Second) [ |Spring & Summer (Third)

QUESTIONS [to be answered by Applicant’s Parent/Guardian]:
Approximately how long and in what capacity have you known this family?

Have you visited this family in theirhome? [ ]Yes [ ]No How often?

Is the home clean and well-kept? [1Yes [ INo

Do you feel this family is capable of providing a comfortable and nurturing home environment? [ ]Yes [ |No

Have you observed them interacting with their own children? [ IYes [ INo

With other people’s children? [ ]Yes []No

Ee they El have they been involved with any other employment or youth program that required a background check?
Yes No

Would you be willing to entrust your own child to this family as an exchange student? [ lYes [INo
Would you recommend this family to host a Rotary Exchange student? [lYes [INo
Will you provide us with a written reference for this family if needed? [lYes [INo
Any other comments:

Signature of Parent or Guardian of
Outbound Applicant: Date:

Signature of BOTH PROSPECTIVE Host Parents indicates their willingness to host and submit a full Host Family Application

First Parent: Date:

Second Parent: Date:

This is one of three potential host family recommendations to be attached to each candidate's Rotary District 6630 Long Term District 6630
Scholarship Youth Exchange Application. Please type, write or print legibly and use the reverse side of the paper for additional comments if
needed. Although it is absolutely NOT required and you do not improve the students chance of being selected, if you are the applicant’s parents and
are submitting your name for each of the three recommendations to cover the whole year, you may submit substitute families at any later time.
This recommendation form is merely for submittal of the family as a potential host family. Because many factors are considered it is not a
guarantee of being selected.
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ROTARY DISTRICT 6630 YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM
HOST FAMILIES

INTRODUCTION

Acting as a host to a teenage high school Exchange Student between the ages of 15 and 18 on the day of arrival can be a tremendously
rewarding experience for a family. It also entails some important obligations. Here are some of the ground rules:

¢ Any household, young or senior, single or married, could qualify as a host family.

e The host family must undertake to supervise the school and leisure hour activities of the student as if he or she were their
own son or daughter.

e They provide room and board and include the student in all family activities as a member of the family.

¢ lItis desirable for the student to have his or her own room or, alternatively, to share with someone of their own age group and
gender.

¢ Itis not essential that the family have children of similar age and gender of the Exchange Student. (Many very successful
hosting arrangements occur where there are only very young children or no children at all).

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE (RYE) COUNSELOR

The host Rotary club will appoint a RYE Counselor who will act as a confidante to the student during the exchange. The student is
expected to consult the RYE Counselor on any challenges that occur. The RYE Counselor is also available to help the host families with
any challenges that they may encounter in hosting the student. Consult the RYE Counselor if there are problems and do not allow small
problems to become big ones.

HOUSEHOLD RULES

The student is expected to adapt to the supervision and reasonable household rules of the host family. The host family does not have to
adapt to the student. You will need to be aware of the challenges of cultural adaptation and should be prepared to be flexible. The host
family must make clear what they expect of the student and that their household rules might different from the student’s previous host family.

ROTARY STUDENT RULES

The Rotary Youth Exchange Program has strict rules concerning student behavior. The violation of some of these rules can result in the
immediate termination of the student’'s exchange.

FINANCES

The host family is not obliged to provide the student with spending money or to finance clothing, travel, or other expenses including
telephone calls.

¢ Monthly Stipend: Your Rotary Club will provide the student with a regular monthly stipend of at least one-hundred dollars US
($100.00) which is expected to cover incidental expenses. The student’s biological family/guardian is to cover all other
expenses.

o Emergency Fund: The student is required to bring with them an emergency fund of US $500 to cover major unexpected items
and medical deductibles which is usually a joint account under the control of both the student and the RYE Counselor.

« Money Problems: Some young people are better at handling money than others - some students are hopeless at budgeting
and need some guidance if they are to live within their monthly stipend.

SCHOOLING

The Youth Exchange Program rules and the Visa by which they enter the United States require attendance at a high school. The host
family’s role is to supervise the day-to-day attendance of the student at school and encourage them to participate fully in both the academic
and extra-curricular activities of the school.

CHANGE OF HOST FAMILIES

Rotary International recommends three hosting families over the course of the year. This may vary by club but will be made clear by the
Club prior to any hosting activities. Each new host parents should have a detailed discussion with the student and to lay out reasonable
house rules so that the student will know what is expected of him or her in the new family. Such a discussion can prevent
misunderstandings and some frustrations and resentments at a later date.

How are Host Families screened?

e Each prospective host family is personally interviewed by their local Rotary Club. The prospective host family must complete a
detailed Host Family Application covering the family's background, interests, hobbies and references.

e« The US Department of State requires that a criminal background check be performed on each household member over the
age of 18. Please note that a criminal history does not necessarily preclude a family from being qualified to host, but may
serve as one of several criteria in determining whether or not a family is suitable for hosting under this program.
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