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Western Iowa and Eastern Nebraska
Preliminary Application Instructions (2017-18)
To: Students who are 15-19 years old when they leave on the exchange

Each year, Rotary International Exchange Scholarships provide thousands of students your age with the opportunity to experience the cultures, customs, and accomplishments of people in other countries. Students are given the opportunity to grow as individuals while their concept of the world grows too.  If you decide to participate, you will return with a broader view of the world and a deeper understanding of yourself.

Local Rotary Clubs sponsor Youth Exchange Scholarships for high school students.  You will live in a foreign country for ten to 12 months.  You will attend school there and live with local host families. You will be serving as an "ambassador" representing your family, your school and community, and the United States. Scholarships, which include room, board, tuition, and a $100 monthly stipend, are generally valued at more than $35,000.  
Who is eligible?

· The program is open to students who are 15 though 19 years old on the date when they leave the United States. Many countries do not accept students who are older than 18 ½ years old or who have graduated.
· You should have a good scholastic record and be of good character. Placement of students who have graduated is more difficult, as many countries will not accept these students. 

· You need not have studied any specific foreign language to be accepted.

How and when do I apply?  A three-step process is involved.

1. Preliminary application.  Complete two originals of the attached Preliminary Application Form, collect your references and other required materials, and return one original to your local Rotary Club and one original to the District 5650 Rotary Youth Exchange Committee.  Your club needs your applications before it interviews you.  The District 5650 Rotary Youth Exchange Committee copy should be sent to: 
District 5650 Rotary Youth Exchange Scholarships
11920 Burt St., Suite 145
Omaha, NE 68154
2. Local Rotary Club Interview.  Your local Rotary club interviews you and your parents. Interviews occur in September, October, and early November. If your local Rotary club decides that it is willing to sponsor you, it will sign your Preliminary Application and Section E (Sponsor Guarantee) of the Long Term Application.   Each student needs to be sponsored by a local Rotary club.  (Finding a local Rotary club to sponsor you is a big step because any club that sponsors you is expected to host an inbound student.  Hosting an inbound student is a major commitment for any Rotary club.) Affiliation or ties with Rotary International neither helps nor hinders your selection.
3. District Interview. The District 5650 Rotary Youth Exchange Committee will also need to interview you and your parents in Lincoln on November 19th at the first orientation weekend.  There is a deposit of $50 for the November orientation weekend which is applied to the $700 application fee if accepted.
Completion of remainder of Long Term Application.  You should complete the remaining portions of the Long Term Application immediately after you have been accepted.  Early submission of a complete application improves the odds of a more favorable placement.
Orientation

· Orientation on November 19-20 in Lincoln.   On November 19-20, there will be a mandatory orientation in Lincoln for accepted students and their parents. Informational sessions will better acquaint you with our program and its requirements. 
· Orientation on February 18-19, 2017 in Grand Island.  Another mandatory orientation will be held in Grand Island on February 18-19.  This orientation includes topics that are particularly important for parents such as details about travel and obtaining a visa.

· Webinars in January, March, and April.  These webinars cover additional topics and last one to two hours.

· Outbound Camp in Northwest Arkansas June 21-25.  Students attend an outbound camp that gives them the opportunity to practice doing many of the things that they will need to do during their exchange.  Rotary District 5650 drives the students to and from the camp.  The cost of the camp in 2016 was $375.
What does it cost?   
The Rotary Youth Exchange Program is one of the least expensive exchange programs averaging approximately $5,000 depending on the country. These costs are mainly direct costs involving the application cost, plane fare, health insurance required by the host country, passport and visa fees.  Need based scholarships are available for exceptional students.
You and your family will have to pay for:
· Your transportation to and from your host country (Cost averages between $1500 and $2800).
· Any sightseeing travel abroad (Many districts have optional organized Rotary exchange student tours around their country.  These tours almost always cost at least $1000 and some cost about $3000).
· Your Passport and Visa (Visa fees run from $25 to about $400 depending on country).
· Fee charged by the Rotary travel agency ($125 last year). 
· SCRYE Rotary Outbound Camp (about $375).
· Money for clothing and personal spending.
· A Rotary-approved Health Insurance and Personal Liability Policy, which generally costs about $700-$1500 per year.  Your US health insurance is not sufficient. 
Your host Rotary Club will provide free room and board and schooling.  The Rotary Club in your host location, besides providing host families for your stay, will give you a monthly allowance of approximately $100 buying power in its currency to help with day-to-day spending and incidental costs.  This varies from Rotary Club to Rotary Club.

Hosting Requirement.  Unlike a number of other youth exchange organizations, Rotary does not require you to host a student in your own home.  However, we highly encourage it as families will also benefit from the experience and have a better understanding of their own student’s experience.  Finding qualified host families is crucial to the success of our overall program, so we do require your assistance in helping us find host families.  Therefore, we require you and your family to take responsibility in helping the Rotary club find host families for the foreign student who most likely will be attending your school. Promotion of the need for host families and finding the host families is a required service project for outbound students. At a minimum, Rotary expects you to find the first host family for the inbound student. This requirement may be waived if we are unable to place a student in your school. Your family may want to consider serving as a host family during the year before you leave on your exchange to get a better understanding of Rotary Youth Exchange.  Seeing the hosting side of an exchange before your leave can help your exchange go better.
Service above Self.   Rotary’s motto is “Service Above Self.”  We apply this motto to our youth exchange students.  We expect you and your parents to be heavily involved in recruiting the host families for the inbound student who will attend your school.  We also expect you to raise money for “Shelter Box,” the non-governmental organization that provides tents and other relief supplies in the first days after major catastrophes that occur around the world.  You will get to design and carry out a project that will benefit the community that hosts you.  We expect you to leave behind a positive legacy in the countries that have hosted you.  Upon your return, we ask that you stay connected with Rotary by making presentations about your exchange to Rotary clubs including your sponsoring Rotary club, to other community organizations, and to prospective exchange students.  We ask that for at least the two years following your exchange you help prospective outbound students with their exchanges. Rotary Youth Exchange is a minimum commitment of four years—the year that you prepare for your exchange, the year of your exchange, and the two years that you help others with their exchanges.
Additional information can be found at: 

· District 5650 website: http://www.rotarydistrict5650.org/SitePage/youth-exchange) ; 

· South Central Rotary Youth Exchange Website: http://scrye.org/youth-exchange/; or 
· Rotary International Youth Exchange website: 

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/RotaryYouthExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx 
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Robert Rauner




Stephen L. Gerdes

Rotary District 5650 Youth Exchange Chair

International Liaison & Senior Advisor
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Western Iowa and Eastern Nebraska
Preliminary Application Form 2017-2018 School Year

You can fill out this electronic form in Microsoft Word.  If you do not use Microsoft Word, please type your answers.  Prepare two originals.  Submit one original to your sponsoring club and one to: 
District 5650 Rotary Youth Exchange Scolarships
11920 Burt St., Suite 145
Omaha, NE 68154
Local interviews and District Committee interviews for students and parents should be conducted in September, October, or November.  First make arrangements to interview with your local Rotary Club.  Homeland Security and Rotary International regulations require parents and students to participate in these interviews. The students chosen to receive scholarships will depart for their respective countries the following summer (2017) in late July, August, or early September.

	About You

	Full Name       
Date      

	Address         


	Date of Birth      
Age    
Phone (AC+)      

Email      


	About Your Parents (Biological or Adoptive, not step-parents)

	Father       
Phone (AC+)      
Occupation      

	Address       
Email      

	

	Mother       
Phone (AC+)      
Occupation      

	Address       
Email      


	About School

	School        
Class       
Class Rank  FORMCHECKBOX 
Top 1/3
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Middle 1/3     FORMCHECKBOX 
Bottom 1/3

	Hours spent on homework daily       

Languages studied      


	About Your Personal Habits and Health

	Do you smoke?      
Do you drink alcohol?       
Have you used drugs?      

	Describe your health.  If you are currently receiving any medical treatment, please describe the treatment and list any medications you are taking.      



The focus of Rotary Youth Exchange is on providing students with an opportunity to be a student in a country with a different culture.  The program is not specifically designed to provide an exchange with a particular country.  In many cases, District 5650 will be able to match a student with one of the student’s top choices, but in other cases this may not be possible. Rotary District 5650 cannot guarantee placement of an exchange student in a particular country in part because normally a student is part of an exchange in which a foreign Rotary District and foreign Rotary Club will be sending a student to District 5650.  There are times when exchanges with a particular country are simply not available or will not work because of the reciprocal nature of most exchanges.  Nonetheless, the following information will help District 5650 in arranging your exchange:

	Information About Possible Host Countries

	List in order your top five choices of country for an exchange.       


	List the two languages you are most interested in learning or improving during your exchange.       


	List any countries to which you would be unwilling to be assigned.      


	List any languages that you would be unwilling to try to learn.      



If selected, I agree to the rules of the program and accept the supervision of the host District, club and family.  I agree to correspond with my sponsoring club on a regular basis.  I agree to accept speaking engagements at Rotary and other community functions during and after the period of the exchange.  When I return home, I agree to return by the closest and quickest route agreed upon by the host club, the District, and my parents.

Signed __________________________________________________ Date _________________________

(Student Applicant)

FOR STUDENT APPLICANTS AND THEIR PARENTS

Complete the following portions of the Long Term Application Form:

· Section A—Personal Information;
· Section B—Letters and Photos;

· Section E—Guarantee Form and Visa Application;
· Section G—Rules and Conditions of Exchange; and

· Section H—Secondary School Personal Reference. 

Please Attach:

1. Sections A, B, E, G, and H of the Long Term Application Form.

2. Transcript of your high school grades.

3. Letters of reference from a teacher, school counselor, or school administrator and two people in the community who know you well.

FOR PARENTS OR GUARDIANS

1.
We give permission for our child to travel to another country and remain for up to twelve months living in Rotary approved homes.  

2.
We agree to assume all expenses of transportation to and from this country and to purchase the Rotary required accident and illness insurance and liability insurance.  

3.
We agree to provide funds in the foreign country to meet any expenses not covered by the host Rotary club allowance, including clothing.  

4.
We agree that our child will not be permitted to drive any motor vehicle while away from home under this program.  

5.
We agree the student shall return directly home at the completion of the year.  

6.
We agree to pay a $600 fee to cover administrative costs.  (This fee will be refunded if Rotary District 5650 is unable to set up an exchange for the student.) 

7.
We understand that the risk of injury or loss of property while living in a foreign country may be greater than the risk would be for living in the United States. 

8.
The Rotary Youth Exchange Program is organized by Rotary International, Rotary International District 5650, Inc., a foreign Rotary District, the respective Youth Exchange Committees of the two districts, the sponsoring Rotary Club in District 5650, and the host Rotary Club in the foreign country. The host Rotary Club selects host families for your child. The groups listed in this paragraph are referred to hereinafter as the “Rotary Youth Exchange Organizers.” 

If our child is injured or if our property or our child’s property is lost as a result of receiving a Rotary Youth Exchange Scholarship, the Rotary Youth Exchange Organizers shall remain responsible for any damages caused by their negligence to the extent of any applicable insurance.  On our own behalf and on behalf of our child, we hereby release, agree to indemnify and hold harmless, and covenant not to collect damages from the Rotary Youth Exchange Organizers for those damages that are over and above those covered by applicable insurance policies.  We execute this limited release of liability and covenant not to collect damages in consideration for the permission for our child to receive a Rotary Youth Exchange Scholarship.

	Signatures of Both Parents Required (Biological or Adoptive, not step-parents)

	Signed       
Date      

	
(Parent/Guardian)

	Signed       
Date      

	
(Parent/Guardian)


	Agreement of Rotary Club to Sponsor Student (Signature Required)

	The       Rotary Club, having interviewed the above named student and his or her parents or guardians, hereby recommends this student to the District 5650 Youth Exchange Committee to be considered for the Rotary Youth Exchange Program.

	Signed       
 Date      

	Printed Name of Club Officer                                                       President      YEO      Secretary


Important Notice to Sponsor Rotary Club: If your club agrees to sponsor an exchange student, the District expects your club to agree to host an inbound foreign student.  When the District sends a student to another District, District 5650 is expected to host a student from that district.  The current cost to a club of hosting an inbound student is about $1300-$1500.
