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Olsson Associates to
get Rotary award

Lincoln’s combined Rotary
Clubs have named Olsson As-
sociates as their 2018 “Salute to
Business” award winner.

The Salute to Business award
honors businesses in Lincoln
that contribute to the commu-
nity through employment and
good works.

Olsson Associates, which is
an engineering and design firm,
ranked as the 106th-largest de-
sign firm in the U.S. in 2017. It
has 1,100 employees in nearly 30
offices across the Midwest and
the southwest U.S., including
more than 250 based at its cor-
porate headquarters at 601 P St.
in Lincoln.

Olsson will be honored at alun-
cheon April 17 at The Cornhusker
Marriott hotel. For more informa-
tion, visit rotaryl4.org.
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Ricketts talks
running state
like a business

By Kelli Rollin
kelli.rollin@theindependent.com

AURORA — The Chicago Cubs organiza-
tion isn’t so different from the state of Ne-
braska, according to Gov. Pete Ricketts.

Ricketts spoke to the Aurora Rotary at noon
Wednesday at the Bremer Community Center.

“The vision for my admin-
istration is to grow Nebraska,”
he said.

Ricketts said some people
just have a bad century, like the
Cubs. Rotarians laughed at the
comment, but he said the truth
is that the Cubs didn’t win a
World Series for more than 100
years because they had poor
management.

He digressed into different
things his family, who owns the
baseball team, did to create more organiza-
tion and management. Ricketts said that’s sim-
ilar to what he wants to do with Nebraska in
running it as an efficient business.

He said ways he wants to grow the state by
keeping young people here, attracting outside
people and creating jobs. He went on to ex-
plain ways he and his administration have
done that and want to continue to do that.

turn to RICKETTS AT ROTARY, page 2A

RICKETTS AT ROTARY:
More customer-focused

Gov. Pete
Ricketts

Continued from 1A

Ricketts said to a room
full of Rotarians that he
wants to run the statelike a
business. Government needs
to be more effective, efficient
and customer-focused.

He said the state needs
to treat people more like
customers.

Ricketts described in-
stances where systems
were trimmed so it didn’t
take as long to know if a
family qualified for help or
to process a nursing cer-
tificate. The time to process
nursing certificates was
made more efficient as it
used to take 90 days to pro-
cess, but now it only takes
30 days.

He also described a pro-
gram that will eventually
be launched statewide,
changing the unemploy-
ment system into a re-em-
ployment system.

Grand Island was the pi-
lot city for the program,
Ricketts said. It pairs peo-
ple on unemployment with
job coaches to find better
jobs and reduce the need for
government assistance.

He also talked about
L.B946, a property tax bill
he is supporting.

The bill combines ag-
riculture and urban inter-
ests for tax relief, Ricketts
said. By 2030, it would aim
to bring $4.5 billion in tax
relief.

LB946 would allow $5
million a year, Ricketts
said, for workforce devel-
opment. For example, Car-
gill is wanting to train em-
ployees for an upcoming
business expansion. If the

bill is adopted, the business
would benefit, as would its
employees by getting paid
more.

He stressed that there
have been a few senators
holding up the budget he
wants passed because of lan-
guage. He said part of the
budget is Title X health care
dollars, which are primar-
ily for services to women.

“The federal govern-
ment prohibits us from us-
ing that (those funds) for
abortion,” Ricketts said.

He said those funds
have been blurred and
sometimes used for abor-
tions, so he wanted to add
language to assure it
wouldn’t happen.

The Appropriations
Committee, Ricketts said,
seemed in agreement on
the language until “three
of the liberal members of
that committee” didn’t like
the language. In short, the
budget still hasn’t passed
with just days left in the
session.

He said the budget is
the first priority right now,
especially since it affects
other things such as funds
allocated to schools.

“If we don’t get this
budget passed, schools are
going to be short on school
aid,” Ricketts said.

He urged people to con-
tact their senators about
the bill.

He took a question at
the end of his talk about
how he thinks the Cubs will
do this season, to which
Ricketts said he thinks they
have a good chance tomake
it to the playoffs.

Page:



NEWS-PRESS Date: Tuesday, March 27, 2018
Frequency: BI-WEEKLY

NEBRASKA CITY, Nebraska Circulation: 2144
Clip Size: 56.26  sq. inches
Ad Rate: $10.35

Page/Section: 0001

¢ Copyright 2018 \ All Rights Reserved

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 Historic Nebraska City, Nebr. www.nchewspress.com

The News-Press

Backpack Program

lic School system on Friday morning at Northside Elementary. Each backpack contains basic foods which kids can prepare
for themselves and has a value of between $5 and $7. The food for the backpacks came from the Nebraska City Food Pantry.
People power to build the backpacks was provided by the Nebraska City Rotary and the Nebraska City Physicians Clinic. The
program builds backpacks each week of the school year. Bags for packing are always needed. If you would like to donate

canvas grocery bags, email Sharon Hersemann at shersemann@gmail.com. Pictured are Hersemann, left, and Amy Aligood.
Also helping out on Friday was Pam Frana.
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