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Session Review and RLI News 

 

 

Future Sessions: April 6, 2019, October 19, 2019; November 2, 2019 

 

March 23, 2019 

 

There were 23 Rotarians from 11 clubs in Nebraska and 

Iowa participating in the Rotary Leadership Insitute 

session at Dundee Presbyterian Church on March 23. The 

8 graduates were Camille, Dwayne, Cary, Bill, Sarah, 

Jennifer, Katie and Juan. Clubs of all sizes were 

represented and it was particularly interesting to hear 

about different aspects of Rotary from Juan who joined us in Part III after 

completing Parts I and II while in Honduras.  

 

 

 

 

November 3, 2018 

 

With 16 different clubs in attendance from two different districts, 

there was a lot of sharing and comparing on November 3, 2018 at 

the Rotary Leadership Institute session. The event was at the 

beautiful Shive Hattery facility in West Des Moines Iowa hosted 

by District 6000. There was a good group of Part I participants 

starting their RLI experience. And 6 graduates ï congratulations to 

Hazel, Jacque, Joyce, Kathy and Chris. 

 

 

 

 

October 6, 2018 

 

The rooms were full of energy at the Rotary Leadership Institute session held at 

Iowa Western Community College in Council Bluffs on October 6, 2018. All 

participants shared ideas and challenges and came away 

with even more ideas of how to make a difference through 

Rotary. We had participants who have been members of 

Rotary for a few months and those who have had 20+ years 

in Rotary ï members from small clubs to large clubs. Four graduated ï congratulations 

to Gretchen, Dave, Chan and Suzanne.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.rli-heartland.org/
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April 21, 2018 

 

There were twelve new members of Rotary from seven different Rotary Clubs 

joining the Rotary Leadership Institute Program on April 21. It was great to have a 

full room for Part I. We also held Part II so we advanced a number of participants in 

the program. We started blending some of the classes ï II with III to keep members 

moving toward graduation. Congratulations to Judy and Paul for graduating during 

the April 21 session.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 21 2017 

 

We presented Rotary Leadership Institute Lapel Pins to Holly and Jenny in Omaha on October 

21. There was a great deal of energy in the session rooms which included Rotarians from 11 

different clubs in District 5650. We worked together ï large clubs with small clubs ï discussing 

issues facing Rotary and solving problems in our individual clubs. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

September 30 2017 

 

While in North Liberty (Iowa City), Iowa, we honored 6 new graduates 

of Rotary Leadership Institute ï Heartland U.S.A.Division. 

Congratulations to Corrine, Elizabeth, Steven, 

Alka, Kiran and Paul. We held our session at the 

beautiful building for the University of Iowa 

Credit Union. The discussion groups were active 

and there was a lot activity during the day as we 

explored the challenges facing us as Rotarians, 

our Clubs and Rotary International. 

 

 

 

 

 

June 3, 2017 
 

A dozen Rotarians participated in the Rotary Leadership 

Institute session on June 3 in Omaha at the Dundee 

Presbyterian Church. Part I participants explored Rotary 

and their personal involvement. In Part II the participants 

worked on issues facing Rotary Clubs.  
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April 1 , 2017 

 

Participants at our session in Des Moines on April 1 

were fully engaged in the activities ï discussions, 

sharing ideas, and solving real problems. 

 

We held Parts I and II with a total of 17 participating. 

We were  hosted at the beautiful Shive Hattery 

building in West Des Moines. 

 

 

 

 

October 15, 2016, 
 

Back in Omaha on October 15, we held another graduation and added 5 more to the roles of the RLI Alumni. 

Congratulations to Stacey, John, Judy, Bob and Kay as they join the other RLI graduates around the world. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

August 27, 2016, 
 

Congratulations to the first graduation held in District 6000. Joining other RLI Alumni are Wayne, Lee, Amy, 

Elizabeth, Steve, Kristin and Mary Ellen. The session was held at the beautiful University of Iowa Credit Union 

Building. 
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June 11, 2016 

 

We were back in Iowa on June 11. The weekend started with a facilitator 

training session on Friday night. Saturday was another packed day of 

Rotary Leadership Institute ï asking the tough questions and working 

through solutions.. 

 

Since we have expanded to serve the Southern Rotary District in Iowa, we 

have been gradually growing the number of Rotarians who are dedicated 

and better equipped to serve the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 23, 2016 

 

April 23 marked another first for Rotary Leadership Institute ï 

Heartland USA Division. Our district was hosting a Vocational Training 

Team from Kenya.  

 

Rotarian leader James Mwangi from the Rotary Club of Naivasha 

participated in Part I. We invited 

the team to join us for lunch and 

do a presentation about their team. 

 

At the end of the day we congratulated graduates Erin, Wayne, John, 

Tammy, Barbara and Kathryn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 27, 2016 

 

For the second RLI session hosted in District 6000, we moved to Iowa City. We 

had good registrations, launching the RLI experience for another 15 participants. 

 

This session also marked the 20th session of Rotary 

Leadership Institute ï Heartland USA Division. 

 

The group was energized by the activities and carried on 

meaningful conversations as they discussed opportunities and challenges facing Rotary 

today. 
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October 24, 2015 

 

District 6000 hosted a Rotary Leadership Institute Session for the first time on October 

24, 2015. There was an enthusiastic group of 16 participants in Part I from throughout 

District 6000. They are looking forward to 

continuing the program. Many who were 

anxious to become facilitators participated in 

RLI courses in other Divisions, graduating 

while on a Cruise or in the Virgin Islands in 

sessions hosted by RLI-Sunshine Division. 

 

The evening prior to the October 24 session was dedicated to Facilitator 

Training and laying the groundwork for successful RLI sessions. We 

certified 10 Facilitators including John S, Terry, Peggy, John O, 

Rebecca, Michael, Phyllis, Jacque, Diana and Wayne. 

 

October 17, 2015 
 

There were 35 participants, with 11 graduates at our session on 

October 17, 2015 held at the Dundee Presbyterian Church in 

Omaha. Congratulations to our graduates Gail, Terry, John C, 

John O, Ann, Julie, Kent, Pat, Edna, Rod and Jerad. 

 

With the expansion of the Division, now offering sessions to 

Rotarians in District 6000, we 

again welcomed a number of 

participants from District 6000 as 

well as District 5650. Two of the 

graduates were from District 6000. 

 

We are seeing a more diverse participant base with members that are new Rotary 

members to those who have been in Rotary for 25 years and more. We also 

included a Rotaract member in this RLI session. 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2015 
 

Rotary Leadership Institute ï Heartland USA Division expanded services with the March 21, 2015 session. We 

added District 6000 (southern Iowa) to our division, and had had 5 participate during the March session 

(pictured at left). 

This expansion makes RLI stronger and the experience richer as we have a 

larger audience for sharing ideas and challenges. We will begin holding 

sessions that are central to the District 6000 

membership in October of 2015. 

Participants can attend sessions in any 

location. 

 

We also had another class of graduates 

during the March session. That group includes Rick, Dan, Karl. Eric, John 

and Tom.  Congratulations to all! 
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October 18, 2014 

 

At the October 18, 2014 session we had 11 more Rotarians 

graduate.  Congratulations to Irene, Matt, Rose Mary, Curt, 

Mei, Javier, Jennifer, Scott, Roger and Matt.  To date, we 

have graduated 86 Rotarians from 23 different Rotary Clubs 

in Rotary District 5650.   The program continues to grow and 

the Leadership in the District is getting stronger. 

 

For the first time, all members of the District Governor 

ñstringò are affiliated with RLI.  District Governor 2014-15 

Brian Moon is a Graduate as is District Governor Nominee 

(DG 2016-17) Gary Bren.  District Governor-elect (DG 2015-16) Rod Bates is a current participant. 

 

Facilitator Coordinator Carol Horner and Chair Nicolette ñNickiò Klein 

participated in the RLI International curriculum review meeting in January, 

2015.   A thorough review of the curriculum is important to ensuring that 

the program stays current and supports the current direction of Rotary. 

 

Rotary District 6000 (Southern Iowa) has elected to join RLI-Heartland 

USA Division and will be an active part of the sessions starting in March, 

2015.  With the expanded area, there will be more sessions offered in more 

locations providing more opportunity to Rotarians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 12, 2014 
 

You asked and we delivered . . . the RLI participants asked us to add a 

Summer session for Rotary Leadership Institute.  With three sessions a year, 

a participant can start ï and finish ï the RLI curriculum in a single year.  

The idea was well received and we had a good number of participants enroll 

in the July 12, 2014 session.   

 

Congratulations to Kathleen, Chris, Zac, 

Steve, Bonnie and Susan - graduates 

from Clarinda, Council Bluffs Centennial, 

Lincoln #14, Council Bluffs Noon, and 

Omaha West. 

 

It was a very warm, very humid day but that did not slow this group down.  The 

energy level was high and the participants were very active throughout the entire day. 
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March 22, 2014 
 

After taking a break Fall, 2013, we had another full session in Omaha 

on March 22, 2014.  Graduates were from Norfolk, Omaha 

Downtown, Omaha Suburban and Schuyler Rotary Clubs.  

Congratulations to Paul, Jaime, Robert, Todd, Stan, Heather and 

Sherri. 

 

RLI sessions are activity-

based keeping the 

participants working 

together to discuss issues 

and solve problems. 

 

RLI is more than just learning about Rotary and building leadership 

skills.  Rotarians make connections.  They build relationships.  

Projects have developed among clubs who have made connections through RLI.  We hope to see you in a future 

session! 
 

April 6, 2013 
 

Congratulations to our graduates from the April 6, 2013 session - Katie, 

Amber, Jeff, Terri and Elise. 

 

Clubs and Members are feeling the benefits of participation in Rotary 

Leadership Institute.  This is grass roots training program that is 

appropriate for any Rotary Member. 

 

Participants in Rotary Leadership Institute are making new and distant 

connections with other Rotary Members and Clubs.  Our communities are benefit ing from collaborative Rotary 

projects. 

 

 

October 13, 2012 

 

It was another successful Rotary Leadership Institute in the 

beautiful the Dundee Presbyterian Church on October 13, 2012. 

 

We were proud to have 7 more Rotarians from around Rotary 

District 5650 graduate.  All of them were required to complete 

all three parts of RLI to graduate. 

 

Rotarians participating in RLI have the opportunity to work with 

Rotarians from a number of other clubs, sharing ideas and 

developing concepts to take to their clubs and put into place to strengthen the clubs and their programs.. 

 

Throughout the history of Heartland U.S.A. Division of Rotary Leadership 

Institute, we have seen participants from 32 different Rotary Clubs in the 

area.  These clubs are benefiting from the inspiration of these Rotarians and 

their leadership. 
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March 24, 2012 

 

Even though it was a beautiful day outside, we were 

able to keep everyone inside for another very 

successful Rotary Leadership Institute session on 

March 24, 2012 at the Dundee Presbyterian Church. 

 

We graduated 10 participants this session, all of 

whom completed all three parts of RLI to 

accomplish this goal.  We did, of course, find an 

opportunity to spend time outside for activities and 

photos. 

 

From one Part I participant:  "The Rotary Leadership Institute embodies 
everything that Rotary stands for: fellowship, goodwill, and learning how to make 
our world better for humankind.  I learned more about the inner-workings of what 
Rotary has to offer, how to lead my club toward its ideals and goals, and about the 
importance of motivating and inspiring those around me.  Thank you, RLI!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 15, 2011 

 

Every Rotary Leadership 

Institute session leaves the 

participants inspired and 

ready to be more active in 

Rotary.  The October 15, 

2011 session was no different. 

 

The lively team-building and 

goal-setting activities had us 

all up and moving around.  

We witnessed some real 

leadership in completing the tasks. 

 

We had a diverse group from a number of clubs in our District ï Bellevue, Clarinda, 

Columbus Morning, Columbus Noon, Council Bluffs, Council Bluffs Centennial, 

Lincoln #14, Lincoln South, Omaha Millard, Omaha North, Omaha Suburban, 

Omaha West, Seward and Shenandoah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


