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Economic and Community Development: It’s in Our DNA 

We’ve all heard the stories about the beginnings of Rotary and the connection to business 
growth and development.  The story goes that in the fall of 1900, Paul Harris had dinner at 
attorney Bob Frank's house in a well-off neighborhood on Chicago's northside.  They went 
for a walk and stopped at shops along the way.  Paul was impressed by how Frank made 
friends with the businessmen in his neighborhood. It reminded him of the small Vermont 
town where he had grown up. It’s said that this was the catalyst for Paul Harris to organize 
a club of businessmen, each from a different profession, who would gather together for 
friendship and mutual cooperation in finding new business.  And in the early years, Rotari-
ans were strongly encouraged to trade only with fellow members and to suggest that their 
friends do the same.   

Fast forward 110 years and we are even more focused on economic and community devel-
opment.  As one of our six areas of focus, our Rotary Foundation supports investments in 
people to create measurable and endurable economic improvements in their lives and 
communities.  We invest in people in order to create sustainable, long-term improvements 
in their communities, we build the capacity of entrepreneurs and community leaders, and 
we develop opportunities for business growth.  This investment takes many forms: micro-
credit loans, Vocational Training Teams and scholarships. 

The Rotary Fellowship “Rotary Means Business” is also focused on economic and commu-
nity within a region.  This Fellowship encourages Rotarians to support the success of their 
fellow Rotarians by doing business with them, and by referring others to them.  Sound 
familiar?  Monthly meeting are held in a member’s business location, where you not only 
learn about the business but meet other professionals who you can support and vice ver-
sa.  I would encourage you to check out this Fellowship. 

And finally, when you think about every club’s classification system, there’s a connection 
to the businesses in our communities.  Our club membership is a natural place for eco-
nomic and community development.  So look around your club. Is your local florist a mem-
ber?  How about your minister?   The principal of your child’s school?  Is it time for your 
club to reassess member classifications?  Who and where are those young professionals in 
your communities? Is it time for your club to host its own “Business After Hours?”   

Let’s get back to our roots; our DNA.  Let’s celebrate our vocations, our careers, or jobs 
with other members of our communities.  We all have lessons learned that we can share 
with each other to strengthen our businesses.  We can grow our clubs’ membership, grow 
our opportunities for service and create long lasting fellowships in the process.  We can do 
all this and Being a Gift to the World at the same time.  It’s great to be a Rotarian! Don’t 
be stingy; ask a community or business leader to join you for a meeting today. 

—Julia 

http://www.rotaryzones24-32.org


Zone Institute 2015 
Rotarians from across 
our two Zones came to-
gether for fellowship, 
learning and fun at the 
2015 Zone Institute late 
last month.  Star-studded 
speakers included 
(clockwise from top):  RI 
President-elect John 
Germ;  RI Director and 
Institute Convener Julia 
Phelps; past Rotary 
Treasurer Mike Colasur-
do; Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholar and President/
CEO of the Boston Red 
Sox Larry Lucchino; Rota-
ry Peace Fellow Courtney 
Matson; past RI President 
and Trustee Ron Burton; 
RI Director-elect Dean 
Rohrs; Trustee and past 
RI Director Bryn Styles. 
Shown at center:  Zone 
Institute Chair Liz Cullen.  
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Rotary Leaders Get Fired Up  

At Zone Institute in Providence 
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Do We Listen Enough to Potential Members? 

By  Governor Claude LaLiberté, District  7040 

My best experience in recruiting talented, younger 
members was when I didn’t say a word about Rotary. 

One of the clubs I served as Assistant Governor was 
located in a city where there were many service clubs 
and civic organizations. The club couldn’t attract  new 
members. I suggested they come up with 15 names 
of community leaders who would be good potential 
members. It took them about a month. 

I sent each of those 15 individuals a personal invita-
tion by mail to an after-hours talk about the commu-
nity. The only mention I made of Rotary was that the 
talk would be under the Rotary umbrella. In the fol-
lowing week, I phoned everyone to check if they had 
received the invitation. On the phone, I explained more about the goal of our 
meeting, stressing that we wanted their views on issues facing our community.  But I 
did not mention Rotary! Four of my targets declined and 11 accepted. The club secre-
tary confirmed their presence by phone the day before the meeting. Two regretted. 

Five Rotarians came to the after-hours meeting. I was there, plus a member who took 
notes, an observer whose job was to identify the strongest leader among the group, 
plus two other members who had agreed to act as resources if needed. We had no 
special Rotary banner or decorations, just the Rotary pins on our lapels. 

We welcomed everybody, served them a drink and talked of usual business affairs. 
Then everyone sat and we began the meeting. I repeated the goal, which was to dis-
cuss issues that were facing our community, and I stressed that we wanted their opin-
ions. I told them I only had three question for each of them. 

First:  In five minutes of less, let us know what you consider to be the most im-
portant concern in the community.  I addressed this question to each one individual-
ly,  while we took notes. Of course, they all had an opinion about community issues. 

Second: Tell us what you think is the solution or way to get to a solution. Again, they 
all had opinions. Not always a solution, but at least an approach to get started. 

Based on their feedback, we were able to reduce the community problems to four, as 
some respondents used different words to comment on the same issue.  We were 
also able to identify the strongest leader in the room.  And it was to that leader that I 
addressed the final question:  

Third, if we could get a group of civic leaders to help deal with the issue, would 
you take the lead?  And then, would the other community leaders be willing to 
work with him?  After talking extensively about the concern, then advocating for a 
solution,  it was quite easy to get to yes. 

As a result: The club got seven new members, all actively involved, even though they 
are all already busy people.  The club also received an assessment of community 
needs, plus volunteers eager to help work on the issues at hand.  

What the club didn’t do was “sell Rotary.” Rather, we listened to the community lead-
ers and let Rotary become the answer to their concerns.  Rotary became their solution 
— not our sales pitch!  

Membership Matters 



 Membership Change — 2013 to 2015  

 District  July 1, 2013  July 1, 2014 Cumulative Total 2015-16 

Jul 1 2015 Sept 16 2015 # Change % Change # Change % Change 

     July 1, 2015 to Sept 16, 2015 July 1, 2013  to Sept 16, 2015 

2225 489 501 446 464 18 3.59% -25 -5.11% 

5010 1774 1726 1686 1701 15 0.87% -73 -4.11% 

5040 1524 1477 1432 1441 9 0.61% -83 -5.45% 

5050 2744 2635 2565 2573 8 0.30% -171 -6.23% 

5060 2712 2582 2653 2663 10 0.39% -49 -1.81% 

5360 2159 1983 1946 1924 -22 -1.11% -235 -10.88% 

5370 2249 2247 2266 2241 -25 -1.11% -8 -0.36% 

5550 1606 1513 1495 1504 9 0.59% -102 -6.35% 

Total Zone 24W 15,257 14,664 14,489 14,511 22 0.15% -746 -4.89% 

6330 1943 1827 1800 1800 0 0.00% -143 -7.36% 

7010 1580 1556 1553 1549 -4 -0.26% -31 -1.96% 

7040 2075 1915 1886 1897 11 0.57% -178 -8.58% 

7070 2070 2006 2015 2007 -8 -0.40% -63 -3.04% 

7080 1783 1704 1700 1698 -2 -0.12% -85 -4.77% 

7090 2483 2411 2323 2332 9 0.375 -151 -6.08% 

7790❶ 1799 1745 1745 1748 3 0.175 -51 -2.83% 

7810 1233 1180 1192 1189 -3 -0.25% -44 -3.57% 

7820 1576 1557 1573 1576 6 01.39% 3 -0.19% 

Total Zone 24E 16,542 15,901 15,787 15,779 12 0.08% -743 -4.49% 

7210 1727 1643 1646 1643 -3 -0.18% -84 -4.86% 

7230 1502 1376 1283 1289 6 0.44% -213 -14.18% 

7255 1980 1826 1853 1873 20 1.10% 47 2.57% 

7390 2435 2335 2338 2350 12 0.51% -85 -3.49% 

7410 1033 1059 1115 1118 3 0.28% 85 8.23% 

7430 1894 1768 1755 1745 -10 -0.57% -149 -7.87% 

7450 1607 1508 1485 1501 16 1.06% -106 -6.60% 

7470 1274 1177 1196 1195 -1 -0.08% -79 -6.20% 

7490 1256 1270 1244 1244 0 0.00% -12 -0.96% 

7500 1201 1158 1145 1150 5 0.43% -51 -4.25% 

7510 1165 1096 1038 1041 3 0.27% -124 -10.64% 

7640 1222 1125 1095 1092 -3 0.27% -130 -10.64% 

7780 1773 1613 1636 1628 -8 -0.50% -145 -8.18% 

7850❶ 1604 1536 1476 1470 -6 -0.39% -134 -8.35% 

7870 2281 2118 2126 2137 11 0.52% -144 -6.31% 

7890 2288 2155 2098 2104 6 0.28% -184 -8.04% 

7910 1475 1575 1498 1503 5 0.32% 28 1.90% 

7930 1916 1955 1948 1934 -14 -0.72% 18 0.94% 

7950 2462 2315 2263 2254 -9 -0.39% -208 -8.45% 

7980 2362 2209 2218 2216 -2 -0.09% -146 -6.18% 

Total Zone 32 34,457 32,817 32,456 32,487 31 0.09% -1816 -5.29% 

Total 24 & 32 66,256 63,382 62,732 62,797 65 0.10% -3305 -5.00% 

❶Reflects transfer of one club from 7850 to 7790, effective 1 July 2015.  

Data based on official RI reports on dates indicated. 
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Foundation Facts 

Change the World with Pocket Change 

By Governor Barbara J. Huffman de Belón, District 7410 

Daily, Rotarians are engaged in carrying out 
projects around the world that change lives and 
give people hope.  But for many of us, the mas-
sive and very life-crushing real poverty in the 
world is just not in our reality.  In fact, it can be 
downright difficult to think globally when so 
much is needed in our own communities,. But, 
that’s what we’re called to do as Rotarians:  to 
assist both locally and globally. 

This year, District 7410 Rotary clubs in northeastern Pennsylvania are participating in a 
project where only their small change — that annoying rattle in their pants pockets, or 
the coin that is found on the ground in the parking lot — can be donated weekly at 
their club meetings. By themselves, these tiny coins may be meaningless, incapable of 
doing much. But  cumulatively, the effect can be world-changing! This year-long pro-
ject will probably amaze some and encourage others to make similar donations to 
our Rotary Foundation. 

This District-wide project was introduced to the D-7410 incoming club presidents  last 
winter at the  Mid-Northeast multi-district PETS in Whippany, NJ.  Not knowing how 
this idea would be received, I brought along only 12 “Change the World” jars, with the 
thought that if five or six clubs would commit on the spot, that would be a small suc-
cess. The directions given to those present were to go back to their respective clubs, 
explain the project, and ask their club to either “opt-in” or “opt-out”.  Deadline for the 
club’s decision was set at May 9, the District Training Assembly. Clubs were also told 
that it would be their decision whether to make a lump-sum donation to the Founda-
tion as a gift from their club, or whether they wanted to use the “long form” and as-
sign the credit to their members. 

At the end of the presentation, I asked if 
there was anyone present who knew in their 
heart of hearts that their club would want to 
participate, or that they were such a good 
salesperson that they were willing to take a 
jar home with them.  Fifteen hands shot up, 
and I was already short on jars!  Since then, 
two-thirds of the clubs in the District have 
joined the program. 

In order to maintain excitement for this project, clubs will report the total collected to 
date at the Foundation High Tea, scheduled for October 28, and more jars will be avail-
able at that time for clubs that wish to join in.  The year-long project will conclude in 
late April at our District Conference, when the total amount of change collected by our 
clubs will be reported, totaled and celebrated. 

District 7410’s 42 clubs, at a membership of slightly more than 1100 Rotarians, are 
poised to do big things in the world, through this very painless collection of what to 
many would be insignificant sums.  Even the clubs that traditionally participate in eve-
ry member donating at least $100 a year are using this project as their “stretch goal” 
to reach a higher level of giving to the Foundation. I look forward to sharing with all 
readers of this Zone newsletter our lessons-learned and the final outcome in May 
2016. 

The Challenge:  
Raise $1 Million for Peace 

I  am proud to have served as  governor 
in 2012-13, when then-President Sakuji 
Tanaka urged Rotarians everywhere to 
create “Peace Through Service.” I firmly 
believe these words are more than an 
annual theme:  They are a pledge to 
build a better tomorrow. 

And so, when I was approached to chair 
an outreach to support the Rotary 
Peace Centers by raising funds for the 
Sakuji Tanaka Endowed Rotary World 
Peace Fellowship, I enthusiastically 
signed on. 

Sakuji Tanaka and his 
wife Kyoko Tanaka have 
established this fund 
within The Rotary Foun-
dation, and personally 
given $500,000 to endow Rotary Peace 
Fellowships.  Now it’s our turn:  Every 
gift to the Tanaka Fund, pledged be-
tween now and December 31, 2016, up 
to a cumulative $500,000, will be 
matched on a one-to-one basis by the 
Otto and Fran Walter Foundation.  Both 
cash gifts and bequest commitments 
will be matched, and every gift counts. 

Once the campaign is successfully com-
pleted, the Sakuji Tanaka Endowed 
Fund will have grown by $1 million. 
That’s sufficient to sponsor a new Mas-
ter’s Candidate in peace and conflict 
resolution every two years!  

The Otto and Fran Walter Foundation is 
a family foundation, committed to 
peace, that has already pledged 
$500,000 to the Rotary Peace Centers.  
This challenge grant doubles their com-
mitment. 

To see your gift to the Rotary Peace 
Centers matched, make sure your finan-
cial donation or bequest is earmarked 
for the Sakuji Tanaka Endowed Rotary 
World Peace Fellowship (Gift ID# 
E10543).   

Go to www.peacethrough service.org 
for more; or contact Jenna Archuleta 
(jenna.archuleta@rotary,org) or Carolyn 
Ferguson (Carolyn.ferguson@ rota-
ry.org), our Zone Major Gift Officers.                    

  —Marty Peak Helman 
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Foundation Facts 

Donors Achieve New Bequest Society Giving in 2014-15 

Congratulations to the following individuals and organizations in Zones 24-32 
who joined the Bequest Society  by remembering The Rotary Foundation in  their 
estate plans — or whose planned giving  to The Foundation reached new levels 
during the past  Rotary year. This list does not include those who requested ano-
nymity.  Note: + designates a deceased donor.  Names of 2014-15  Major Donors 
and Arch Klumph Society members were published in September. 

Bequest Society Level 7:  $1 million  

Bequest Society Level 6:   $500,000  

Bequest Society Level 5:   $250,000  

Bequest Society Level 4: $100,000 

Bequest Society Level 3:  $50,000 

Bequest Society Level 2:  $25,000 

Bequest Society Level 1:  $10,000 
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Foundation Facts 
 

Rotary Foundation Bequest Society Members Level 1 … list continued from previous page 
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PolioPlus 

Call to Action in the Polio End-Game 

By Karen Oakes, Zone 24East End Polio Now Coordinator   

In the September Rotarian magazine, The Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair Ray Klingin-
smith reminded all of us of the important role that Rotary has played in the eradication 
of Polio effort.  As a significant — indeed major — partner in this horrific battle every 
Rotarian and every Rotary club needs to make a real attempt to educate our communi-
ties on the history of the eradication of polio effort while informing them of ongoing 
updates in this undertaking.  

We have an ideal opportunity to create awareness of the polio effort progress on 
October 24, World Polio Day. A great kick-off will be Rotary’s third annual World 
Polio Day event, co-hosted with UNICEF, on the evening of October 23, 6.30PM 
EDT at www.endpolio.org. The event will be live-streamed from New York City to view-
ers around the world. Be sure to check out the World Polio Day tool kit http://bit.ly/
WorldPolioDayResources for some fine ideas 
to recognize this landmark day. There are 
even sample Social Media posts, including 
graphics that you might consider sharing 
with others, including your local media.  

Creative events are already happening in our 
Clubs and Districts every day as was evident 
in a recent event spearheaded by the Rotary 
club of Ancaster, ON hosting a Scotch for 
Polio night with keynote address by Dr. Bob 
Scott, former PolioPlus chair. Dr. Scott  
engaged the audience with an informative 
presentation on the current polio status as 
well as personal recounts of the polio-related 
tragedies and victories he has witnessed 
throughout the years.  

Earlier this month, your End Polio Now Coordinators were provided  
with “baseline information” identifying the results of our respective 
Zones for the 2014-15 Rotary year. In summary, our collective giving 
from Zones 24-32, realized over $3 million (see table following page).  
Congratulations to all! 

It is our hope that we will surpass these efforts in the current Rotary 
year to ensure that we do our share to help end polio now. District Designated Funds 
(DDF) contributions up to $35 million will be matched 50 cents on the dollar by The 
Rotary Foundation World Fund. These cumulative funds are then matched 2:1 by the 
Gates Foundation. The power of this math means that a DDF contribution of $10,000 
would result in a donation of $5,000 from the World Fund plus $30,000 from the Gates 
Foundation to become $45,000 in the fight against polio.  

These reports also provide a quick review of our 2015-16 percentage of clubs with  
polio goals input into Club Central. We were asked earlier to ensure that all club goals 
be input into Club Central by October 31, so now everyone needs to address this task 
to ensure completion.  

Timely consideration and documentation of goals provide checkpoints along the way to 
build our chances of success once again this year. Let us each stretch ourselves to en-
sure we do our very best to END POLIO —  NOW and FOREVER.  

 

  

Nigeria No Longer Endemic 
The World Health Or-
ganization announced 
on September 25 that 
Nigeria is now polio-
free and has been offi-
cially removed from the 
list of countries where 

polio is endemic. It’s been 14 months 
since any cases of polio caused by the 
wild virus have been detected there. 

With Nigeria’s historic achievement, 
polio remains endemic in only two 
countries: Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
That means transmission of the virus 
has never been stopped there. 

Goodbye Type 2 Virus 
An independent 
global health com-
mission officially 
verified on Septem-
ber 21 that wild po-
liovirus Type 2, one 
of three strains of 
the wild virus, has been eradicated 
worldwide. Although the last Type 2 
case was detected back in 1999, the 
confirmation is an important mile-
stone, as Rotary and its partners in the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative pre-
pare to switch from a form of the vac-
cine that targets all polio types to one 
that does not protect against Type 2. 

Funding Needed to Meet Goal 
On September 25, 
the Polio Oversight 
Board met to deter-
mine the next steps 
needed to eradicate 
polio. The group 
concluded that  $1.5 
billion in new fund-
ing is needed to help 

Rotary and its partners end polio in the 
next few years.  

With Nigeria now polio-free, spending 
will focus on the most vulnerable chil-
dren in Afghanistan and Pakistan, while 
continuing to shield millions of children 
already living in polio-free countries. 

 



 Polio Plus — Donations in US Dollars 

District Rotary Year 2014-15 Rotary Year 2015-16 

 Cash Donations DDF  

Donations* 

Total Giving to 

Polio 

Clubs with 

Goals 

District Goal 

(sum of club goals) 

Cash Donations 

YTD  

DDF Dona-

tions YTD 

Total Giving to 

Polio YTD  

2225 $876 $0 $876 0.0% NA $415 $0 $415 

5010 $180,344 $15,000 $195,344 70.0% $50,276 $5,204 $15,000 $20,204 

5040 $151,553 $3,600 $155,153 62.0% $36,320 $6,542 $0 $6,542 

5050 $195,617 $0 $195,617 70.2% $75,500 $8,451 $0 $8,451 

5060 $70,940 $0 $70,940 28.8% $34,779 $4,340 $0 $4,340 

5360 $82,845 $0 $82,845 19.1% $20,500 $3,488 $0 $3,488 

5370 $104,213 $30,548 $134,761 37.7% $47,300 $5,766 $0 $5,766 

5550 $90,545 $0 $90,545 31.9% $36,200 $5,103 $0 $5,103 

Zone 24W $876,933 $49,148 $926,0819 39.96% $300,875 $39,309 $15,000 $54,309 

6330 $119,452 $10,000 $129,452 68.3% $58,850 $13,795 $0 $13,795 

7010 $94,338 $30,000 $124,338 45.2% $46,350 $6,348 $0 $6,348 

7040 $69,023 $0 $69,023 15.7% $14,650 $241 $0 $241 

7070 $119,289 $50,000 $169,289 94.4% $50,405 $8,500 $0 $8,500 

7080 $107,122 $15,000 $122,122 81.6% $75,449 $7,973 $0 $7973 

7090 $116,103 $31,000 $147,103 18.6% $27,200 $13,740 $36,000 $49,740 

7790 $39,858 $25,000 $64,858 34.0% $21,405 $1,671 $0 $1,671 

7810 $37,910 $0 $37,910 25.6% $14,500 $1,210 $0 $1,210 

7820 $163,900 $14,000 $177,900 83.0% $57,350 $9,020 $0 $9,020 

Zone 24E $866,995 $175,000 $1,041,995 51.82% $366,159 $62,498 $36,000 $98,498 

7210 $33,660 $11,621 $45,281 1.7% $150 $375 $0 $375 

7230 $33,989 $0 $33,989 4.4% $350 $650 $0 $650 

7255 $24,413 $0 $24,413 1.3% $2000 $1,991 $0 $1,991 

7390 $53,079 $28,000 $81,079 44.4% $22,475 $3,917 $0 $3,917 

7410 $19,239 $12,000 $31,239 11.9% $5,850 $15 $12,000 $12,015 

7430 $55,832 $0 $55,832 76.7% $34,700 $585 $0 $585 

7450 $24,495 $2,000 $26,495 17.6% $5,650 $48 $0 $48 

7470 $79,777 $5,000 $84,777 26.0% $17,000 $300 $0 $300 

7490 $2,995 $4,745 $7,740 7.8% $3,050 $100 $0 $100 

7500 $9,210 $15,000 $24,210 10.5% $850 $100 $0 $100 

7510 $29,414 $0 $29,414 52.2% $22,250 $1,215 $0 $1.215 

7640 $31,059 $1,500 $32,559 8.3% $6,349 $10 $0 $10 

7780 $151,652 $5,000 $156,652 55.0% $31,500 $2,691 $0 $2,691 

7850 $41,911 $11,190 $53,101 14.3% $10,600 $3,621 $11,384 $15,005 

7870 $33,811 $0 $33,811 8.3% $7,250 $2,162 $0 $2,162 

7890 $57,091 $25,000 $82,091 65.0% $37,527 $5,309 $0 $5,309 

7910 $16,065 $0 $16,065 17.6% $9,317 $1,108 $0 $1,108 

7930 $120,325 $20,000 $140,325 31.9% $48,150 $1,405 $0 $1,405 

7950 $38,582 $14,000 $52,582 21.2% $17,650 $4,482 $0 $4,482 

7980 $44,856 $0 $44,856 13.1% $5,650 $531 $0 $531 

Zone 32 $901,455 $155,056 $1,056,511 24.46% $288,318 $30,615 $23,384 $53,999 

*  Districts that donated 20% or more total 2014-15 DDF to PolioPlus shown in BLUE. 
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Donald MacRae Award 
 

Wilf Wilkinson and Guatemalan School Program Honored  

The Donald MacRae Peace Award, awarded annually to a 
Rotarian or organization in each of our two Zones that  
exemplify  Rotary’s ideals of international service, was pre-
sented at the Zone Institute late last month: 

Past RI President Wilf Wilkinson’s accomplishments are 
many and wide-ranging in their impact on the lives of so 
many people.  As a hallmark of his year as President of Rota-
ry International, Wilf clearly defined the importance of in-
ternational service by holding four peace forums on four 
different continents. Under the byline of “Peace is Possible,” 
he provided the opportunity for both Rotary and world 
leaders to come together to discuss and strategize on global 
peace initiatives, and Rotary’s role in enhancing efforts to 
work towards peace.  

During the same Rotary year, Peace Community initiatives were established in a varie-
ty of centers, where Rotarians were encouraged to partner with local stakeholders¸ 
making declarations of a common purpose toward the establishment of peace embrac-
ing communities. This initiative resulted in a resolution at the 2010 Council on Legisla-
tion to broaden peace-driven community programs. 

Past President Wilf is a founding member and Director of the Canadian Landmine 
Foundation, an organization dedicated to working with governments and civil societies 
toward the elimination of both the production of landmines and the deactivation of 
those already on the ground. He continues to advocate with the Canadian government 
on behalf of Rotary for support of both RI’s polio eradication campaign and other Rota-
ry programs geared to peace initiatives on a broad scale. 

Safe Passage/Camino Seguro started in 1999, when a young woman from Maine, 
Hanley Denning, met  children on the municipal city dump in Guatemala City.  The chil-
dren were unable to attend school because their families lacked the resources to buy 
school uniforms or books.  Without education or job skills, they worked as pickers on 
the city dump, and the cycle of poverty was doomed to be repeated onto the next gen-
eration.  Hanley enrolled the children in school and started an after-school program 
where the children received help with their homework, hygiene and nutrition infor-
mation, and could develop socialization skills.   

Today, Safe Passage provides 600 children  and 
100 adults with education, social services, and the 
chance to move beyond the poverty their families 
have known for generations.  Safe Passage has 
accomplished this through dedicated support and 
involvement from Rotary clubs, including Match-
ing and Global Grants, short- and long-term volun-
teers and a remarkable number of Rotarians who 
have served as Board members. The program,  
now under the leadership of Executive Director 
Todd Amani (shown here), who accepted the 
award for Safe Passage, is not resting on its lau-
rels: Plans (and a fundraising drive) are in place to 
build school facilities for all 600 children, plus pro-
vide expanded extracurricular and community 
activities.    
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Public Image  

 
 

Rotaract Essay Contest 
Calling all Rotaractors in Zone 32 to 
participate in the second annual Ethics 
Essay Contest for Rotary UN Day! 

Topic:  The essay should be written on 
the following: 

Balance the goal of the UN  
to end female genital mutilation 
and the mission of humanitarian 
medical groups to end suffering 

while respecting the dignity 
(including religious and cultural 

 values) of all  persons.  

Essay Guidelines: 

Essays will be scored on the following 
criteria: 

 Thoughtfulness of your analysis 

 The extent to which your argu-
ment is supported by specific ex-
amples from scholarly works 

 Clarity of organization and expres-
sion 

 Grammatical correctness 

You must provide citations (footnote or 
in-text) for references to specific 
works.  If you use parenthetical cita-
tions, include a reference list at the 
end.  When quoting directly, include 
the page number. 

Your essay may not exceed 1500 
words.  Any text over 1500 words will 
not be read.  Footnotes and citations 
do not count toward the word total. 

The work must be your own. 

Your essay must be emailed to es-
say@rotaryun.org by October 19, 2015, 
11:59 PM EST.  

Contest Awards:  

1st Place:  $2,000 and the opportunity 
to present his or her essay at Rotary 
UN Day on Saturday, Nov. 1.  

2nd Place:  $1,000 and the chance to 
attend Rotary UN Day. 

FMI:  Email Cynthia L Desmond at 
cld2157@columbia.edu with any ques-
tions about the contest.  
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Making Public Image a District-wide Priority 

By Sean Hogan, Zone 24 West Public Image Coordinator 

Rotary District 5010 (Alaska/Yukon) decided back in 2010 to build a District Public Im-
age team. They began by gathering experts from around the District with a variety of 
backgrounds for the committee, and then advertised at District events and through 
the District newsletter, website and using Assistant Governors for other talent to join 
the committee. 

As a result, today the committee consists of 18 Rotarians from clubs throughout the 
District, along with representatives from Interact, Rotaract, RYLA, Youth Exchange, and 
the District grants committee. It is led by Public Image Chair Ken Miller from the An-
chorage Gateway Rotary club.  District Governor Brad Gamble is also a member, and 
the Committee includes past and future District leaders as well as future Rotary lead-
ers within the District.   

Committee members 
are assigned to areas 
based on their talents 
and expertise, includ-
ing social media, TV/
radio, press releases, 
public service an-
nouncements, videos, 
newsletter and web-
site. 

Each July, the Com-
mittee Chair meets with the new District Governor to outline the goals in the areas of 
public image, public relations and marketing for the District and to discuss the upcom-
ing budget for the year.  

The first official meeting of the Committee occurs in late summer.  At that time the 
committee reviews the previous year's performance, utilizing a dashboard of all met-
rics and numbers. The Committee creates and approves a budget and begins planning 
for the coming Rotary year. 

The Committee meets on the last Monday of each month to discuss current marketing 
campaigns and future committee business. Due to the distances involved, outlying 
committee members participate by telephone. 

In 2014-15, the Committee emphasized social media, with new and updated Facebook 
pages, Twitter pages and expanded email contact lists. District 5010 also created new 
videos and implemented a program called "First Look," which ran a 30-second public 
service announcement in movie theaters in three different areas throughout Alaska. 

And the results were award-winning! Last May,  the District’s video, "Making a Differ-
ence in Alaska",  was one of five chosen out of 40 worldwide submissions as best illus-
trating how Rotary clubs improve their communities. It will be featured on Rotary.org, 
the digital edition of the Rotarian magazine, as well as on other Rotary social media 
channels. The video features a universally accessible playground for children of all abil-
ities in Anchorage sponsored by the Rotary Club of Anchorage. Check it out on 
YouTube: (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2APc9xLCns). 

This year, the Committee’s emphasis will be to reach out to each club for public image 
training. The Committee is also creating a complete redesign of the District website, 
which will be released this month. 

 

mailto:essay@rotaryun.org
mailto:essay@rotaryun.org
mailto:cld2157@columbia.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2APc9xLCns
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Leadership Events 

It’s Not Too Soon to Think About Zone Institute 2016 

We are so looking forward to seeing you in Winni-
peg,  Manitoba Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 2016.  Pre-institute 
training will take place September 26- 28.   

Convener Dean Rohrs (our Director-elect) selected 
Winnipeg because it is the venue for the new Cana-
dian Museum for Human Rights.  At the museum,  
1987 Nobel Peace laureate Oscar Arias Sanchez, 
former president of Costa Rica and peace broker in 
Central America,  will speak to us about courage, 
commitment, and peace. 

So plan to join us at the 2016 Zone Institute.  We 
will celebrate, educate and motivate ourselves to an 
even greater level of service.  We promise that it 
will be a great Institute. 

YES,  you can register for Winnipeg right now and 
save! Go to zoneinstitute.net  A record 143 Rotari-

ans already pre-registered while they were in Providence. Join us! And watch this 
space for more speakers and other information. 

Calendar of Events 
Wednesday, October 21 — Webinar: 
Role of District Major Gift and Endow-
ment Committee — what does it do?  
Should your District have this position? 
Watch the Zone 24/32 Facebook page 
and website for more info. 

Friday, October 23 — End Polio Now 
event live-streamed from New York 
City around the world at 6.30 p.m. EDT 
at www.endpolio.org. Check out the 
World Polio Day tool kit http://bit.ly/
WorldPolioDayResources for ideas to 
recognize this landmark day. 

Wednesday, October 28 —Webinar:  
US Estate Planning Tips and Your Rota-
ry Legacy.   Join a Rotary financial plan-
ner to review best practices that you 
can discuss with your advisors to help 
ensure your legacy.  3:30 p.m. ET.  FMI:  
www.rotary.org/webinars 

Saturday, November 7 — Rotary UN 
Day, New York City. www.riunday.org. 

Tuesday, November 24 — Webinar:  
Bequests, major gifts, term  gifts, 
named endowment — Your District’s 
fund development strategies.  Watch 
the Zone 24/32 Facebook page and 
website for more info. 

January 15-16, 2016 — Presidential 
Conference—Peace and Conflict Reso-
lution, Ontario, CA. FMI: 
www.peaceconference2016.org  

January  18-23, 2016 — International 
Institute, San Diego, CA. 

April 11-15, 2016 — Council on Legisla-
tion, Evanston. 

May 29-June 1, 2016 — RI Convention 
in Seoul. Beyond Borders Dinner:  Sun-
day, May 29.  Register online at http://
tinyurl.com/BBD2016. 

September 27-October 2, 2016  — 
Rotary Zone 24-32 Pre-Institute and 
Institute in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  To 
register:  ZoneInstitute.net 

October 23, 2016 — TRF Centennial 
Celebration Concert and Dinner in 
Cleveland, Ohio, the hometown of 
Arch Klumpf.  FMI:  www.trf100.org 

June 10-14, 2017 — RI Convention, 
Atlanta, GA. 

 

Are You Coming to the 2016 Seoul Convention? 

 This year’s International Convention  
offers an outstanding combination of 
information, inspiration, and enter-
tainment. Hear about new initiatives.   
Make a positive difference with a 
hands-on service project. Delight in 
unique cultural experiences.  

Even before the convention officially 
begins, you’re invited to attend special 
events. Connect with young leaders at 
the Rotaract Preconvention and share 
ideas at the Youth Exchange Officers 
meeting. Attend the World Water 
Summit to learn about the latest wa-
ter and sanitation initiatives. And sign 
up for the Beyond Borders dinner (see 
info at right; register online at http://
tinyurl.com/BBD2016). 

It’s Korea! Come early to: 

 Stay at a temple to relieve the 
stress of travel 

 Tour Korea with local Rotary 
members 

 Choose from a variety of health 
screenings and acupuncture ther-
apies 

http://www.peaceconference2016.org

