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Public relations in Rotary
is the responsibility of
every member
of every club



But what does that mean?
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Teacher. Mother.

NeWSpaper Poverty Fighter

Rotary is 1.2 million ordinary men and
women working together to accomplish
extraordinary things. Join us.
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Word of mouth!!!
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Will you talk about sausages or saving
children’s lives?

Will you talk about sergeants sessions or
Ambassadorial Scholars?

Will you talk about attendance statistics or
eradicating polio?



If you don’t know what’s
going on, how can you be










COVER STORY

Crawley’s Ransom notes

At just 21, Holly Ransom is one of the
yourgest upcoming Rotary Chob Presidents
1n Australia.
she is also among her peers - more
than a dozen members of ber WA-based
Rotary Club of Crawley are aged under 30
- and the bulk of the club barely tips the
half<cestury. Holly is part of a dub with
almost 100 members that has an even
50-50 gender split, setting it aside from
many clubs in Australla.
Holly 1s also part of a special cobort at
the club, jolning
through a

Corporate Sponsorship program for
members aged under 25, The program
ghves her, and 11 other accepted sponsorad
members, the opportunity to make
contacts in Perthis business, not-for-profk
and activkt communities.

“Through the Rotary Club of Crawley,
['ve met pacple 1 would not have access 1o
In my normal day-to-day Life” Holly told
Ratary Down Ueder.

The lne student has already packed
more ioto her 21 years than many will £x
during a Itfetime. She Is a pon-exzagive
director at Global Yolces, ambassador
for Opportunity [nternational Australla
and past chair of the Young UN Women
Australias Perth Committee.

Current Prestdent Lindsay Mcleod said
ane of the most frequently-asked questions
since be took on the mantle in June was
what his dub was dolng differently that
attracted members tke Hally

“We have taken the pational aod
lnternational network of Rotary
International and looked for ways we can
fine-tune & to appeal to 1 new genertion
of pacple who are keen to give back to thetr
communky, Lindsay said

“One innovatica #s to create spoasored
dub posttions for peaple who would
oot normally Joln Rotary, lke Holly,
to give them exposure to the
organisation. These sponsored
positions comewiha responstbility
for the members to contribute
In a meaningful way to both the
club, and Retary I[nternational.
This has been one way we've
attracted a stroag membership
base of young members who
have brought enthuslasm to

the Club”

All sponsored members
are fnvolved 1o the club
through teams such as PR,
membership, branding

and peojects.

Lindsay sald another
strength of the club was
appealing to ancther bracket
of membership who wers not
typlcal Rotarlans.

“We have a strong base of members
aged 30 to 50, many of whom ars cur team
leaders. Many people In this demographic
are bullding careers and families and often
do not have the time to dedicate to an

and carefully-vetted projects gives these
members, many of whom are women, the
confldence that their times being well-spent
and tovested & sincere communky peojects”

Oneofthe dubs recent successful meetings
was 2 speed-conversatica style meeting
where Rotartans had fust a few minutes to
speak to a memher, befoee they moved ca to
the next conversation. The concept was the
beatnchild of the chis youth commates.

Lindsay sald the meeting was an
inspiration as many members did not
know each cther particulady well and the
#deas that ame from the petworking-based
meeting were staggering.

The meeting was the latest innovation
from the dub, which akso holds new-member
nights hosted by dub members to assist new
members make friends in thelr eary days,
mentoeing and buddy peograms to assist
retenticn, regular andowners, sodal events,
and popular “scap-box” segments where
members are glven two mitates free reln to
spruk a given passion.

“These sorts of ideas do take courage
and commimeat to implement, but It has
resulted in a vibrant community that our
dub & proud of” Linday sud.

In its first two years the club has
stumbled occastonally - the sheer volume
of project Ideas has been one of the major
burdles to deal with - but has struck a
mccessful recipe for growth, retention,
innovation and enthuslasm.

For more Information on the Rotary
Club of Crawley and its latest projects
and innovations, check It out at
wwrerotarycraw bey.org au
Feta Rale
Ratary Clwb of Crawley, WA »

[Ed: Look for next momik’s feature on Peta,
meidis adviser do Western Asstrltat Depaiy
Premder. You'¥ never be abie 10 gy you're foo
busy for Rotary ever agatel]
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Your best PR resource

Ideas for club projects

Help when you need it: Speakers, videos, contacts
Material for club bulletins

Updates on all the big Rotary activities

Free services like Rotarians Doing Business

And most importantly, a chance to ...



Have your say . ..

That’s not an honour ... this is an honour

So often we hear of Rotarians being
honoured by their club with Paul Harris
recognition billed as “Rotary’s Highest
Honour”,

Nothing could be further from
the truth.

Bestowing Paul Harris recognition
to acknowledge community and club
service is commonplace in Australia,
New Zealand and many other parts of the
Rotary world - and those who get them
under such circumstances, understandably
treasure them - but in reality, a Paul
Harris medal is virtually a receipt from
The Rotary Foundation for an important
$US1000 contribution to continue Rotary’s
good works.

The highest of all Rotary awards, on the
other hand, is the Rotary International
Service Above Self award, and only 150 of
the world’s 1.2 million Rotarians get one in
any given year.

The: Rotary. Tutarnational bosrd The Rotary Deleganon, left, led by then President Ray Klinginsmich, ceatre, Past Rl Presideat Bill Boyd,

and PDG Danny Low, of District 9680, meating with the Viztazmese Goverament Deleganion in March.

recently announced this year’s recipients,
which included 10 names from Zones

Challenge the conventional wisdom



EDITORIAL

And make people think!

Looks like we opened a can of worms

Mark Wallace

Just between us

Looks like we opened a can of worms by
publishing a letter from a disgruntled
former Rotarian in our July edition.

Entitled Why I resigned from Rotary, the
letter sparked a response that I haven't seen
to anything we've published in more than
four years since I've been at Rotary Down
Under, and to any letter we've published in
the past 27 years of Bob Aitken's experience.

It was a calculated provocation to
assign it as the lead letter of the Mailbox
section, and Rotarians have responded to
the provocation.

A number of issues were canvassed
in the letter, not the least of which was
its anonymity. In deciding to allow an
exception to our general rule against
anonymous criticisms, we took into
account the fact that we'd heard similar
criticisms of clubs in the past, the fact that
the correspondent bore no grudges against
his old club and saw no reason to single it
out when the problems he cited were far
more widespread than at his club alone.

The lesson for Rotary in
what our correspondent
had to say is that we are
always being assessed
against the theories

we espouse.

involved was too set in its ways, too clique-y,
downright unfriendly and rude.

This, of course, is common in just
about any field of human endeavour in
which people come together - sporting
clubs, service clubs, businesses, schools,
universities, even churches and religious
communities.

Wherever people are gathered together,
you'll find the same challenges. It may well
be that the local preacher is a grumpy old
so-and-so who doesn’t do much of a job
reflecting the values of the organisation he
is supposed to represent. But he's just one
person, and his behaviour does not represent
the values of his religion, just as a grumpy
boss doesnt necessarily reflect the ethos of
his business, or a negligent shop assistant
does not reflect the business philosophy of
the multi-national retail chain.

We're all entitled to have a bad day once

Like any ocker organisacion, Rotary is full of
peagle of different tastes, cultures and sometimes,
even moads. We'd be horrified if we knew thar
our extire copybook had baen blocrad because
we weren't in the maod to smile 2¢ a garticular
moment in time.

The lesson for Rotary in what our
correspondent had to say is that we are
always being assessed against the theories
we espouse.

At the same time, it must be said that
our correspondent himself served a year as
President of his club and still felt powerless
to make any real changes.

Is this an indictment of the club or of
the man himself? Who can say without
knowing the intricate details of the
dynamics of that club? It is, however, a
question that both the club and its now
past President should ask themselves.

d hink that having gone throug

Love us or hate us, just don't ignore us!



We also give your club a
chance to show off
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Please, no firing squad pix
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See what a little creativity
can do!
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The Good ...







The bad ...
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Oh dear ...!
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““Anything is salvageable

Which is
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Be mindful of our image
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We're not Masons!




What's an elevator speech?

It is the conversation you have in an elevator
when somebody notices your Rotary pin and
asks, “What is Rotary all about?”

Rotary is a worldwide network of inspired
individuals who translate their passion into
relevant social causes to change lives in
their environment.



Stop resisting: face up to
facebook, Twitter, etc, etc
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| But all these social

mediums have to be
based on your website




Member Log In

Rotary Down Under
magazine

Rotary International

Rotary District 5680

District 9630 Iniranet

Nth Sydoey Coandl
Phoeaix Hoase

Ciub logo

Rotary Gub of
Crows Nest

Rotary Club of Crows Nest

Join us for lunch at Northbridge Goif Club, Sailors Bay Rd,
Northbridge, on Mondays, 12.30pm for 12.50pm.

Welcome to
the Rotary
Club of
Crows Nest

For more information on Rotary and Rotary Membership,
contact Mark Wallace on 0408 182436
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The only constant is change







youre just
waiting
to die




What's your prognosis?



