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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  
( C L I C K  O N  A N  E V E N T  T O  B E  T A K E N  T O  T H E  E V E N T  P A G E )  

May 7:  District Cabinet Meeting 

May 3:  RYLA SaberCats Fundraiser—space still available!   

May 14:  Rotary U—Registration now open! 

June 1-4:  Rotary International Convention -- Sydney, Australia 

July 9:  Cabinet Meeting 

July 16:  Roast and Toast 
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In January 1911, a 12-page newsletter called The National Rotarian was published containing an essay 

by Paul Harris, “Rational Rotarianism”, along with club news and editorials. Of the new publication Har-

ris wrote, “The primary purpose of The National Rotarian is to provide a means for the exchange of ide-

as between Rotarians throughout the world, not to give the national officers an opportunity to express 

their views. These messages are not written merely to fill space; nevertheless we look forward to the 

day when they will be literally crowded out by surging mobs of virile Rotarian ideas struggling to be 

heard." 

 

Today, The Rotarian is edited at RI headquarters in Evanston, and has a circulation of about 500,000. 

Around the world, 31 more magazines are published in 24 other languages, for a total of 32 magazines 

published by the Rotary World Magazine Press, and a total circulation of about 1.25 million.  Unsurpris-

ingly regional magazines developed fairly early in Rotary history to cater to countries where English was 

not a first language.  The first non-English magazines were Rotary (Italy) and Brasil Rotario in 1924, fol-

lowed by El Rotariao de Chile in 1927. 

 

Rotary has designated April as Magazine Month. It is a time to recognize the role our Rotary publica-

tions play in our Rotary lives – and the role we should play in our publications.  For the magazines to 

live up to Paul Harris’ original vision it takes more than just an editorial staff, it also takes the good 

work of Rotarians. To me, these publications are a tangible representation of Rotary's greatest strength: 

that each club is a local, community-based entity, engaged in a truly global network.  By the time you 

are done reading The Rotarian, you will have gone places you never thought existed, learned tricks that 

can make you a better you, seen how much change others are making and, maybe, feel challenged and 

inspired to make your own mark in life.  The Rotarian Magazine, is one of the many remarkable re-

sources we can use to Engage Rotary, Change Lives. 

 

In 2012, The Rotarian swept the Media Industry Newsletter awards with 10 editorial and design honors 

– more than twice the number of any other publication. The magazine shared the spotlight  

with Time, People, Sports Illustrated, Harper’s Bazaar, and Food & Wine. The Rotarian also earned 

eight awards from Folio magazine for excellence in association and nonprofit publishing. 

 

Now, more mobile than ever, Rotary recently launched therotarianmagazine.com! The beauty of this 

new site is whether you use a computer, tablet, or a smart phone, you can now access a reader-friendly 

version of the The Rotarian magazine. For those on-the-go, in just 2-3 minutes, you can read a touching 

story about simply and gently building goodwill or how new medical devices can alert you to unknown  

health problems. 

 

Our club bulletins are quite interesting and entertaining too and are also found on line.  Some, in addi-

tion to Rotary information, are instrumental in addressing such issues as personal finance, public 

health, parenting, marriage, career advancement and others.  So let us use our bulletins to publicize 

our projects, reduce stress, gain more knowledge and improve our analytical skills.   

(continued on next page)  
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F r o m  D i s t r i c t  G o v e r n o r   

A n g i e  H a s s l e r  

http://www.therotarianmagazine.com
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I would like to extend a personal thank you to each and everyone who par-

ticipated in our district conference.  This conference had it all; a beautiful 

oasis in the middle of San Jose; energetic and engaging speakers; outstand-

ing entertainment; a wonderful opportunity to showcase Rotary club pro-

jects, other non-profits and vendors; forums that encouraged and enriched 

those attending; and opportunities to celebrate more than 50 years of inter-

act, showcase our youth exchange, as well as San Jose’s 100 years of Ser-

vice Above Self, and so much more.  Conference Chair, DGN, Susan Valenta 

and her team did an outstanding job!  Congratulations!   

Angie 

Photos by:  

Virginia Becker,  

Mary Lynn Pelican  

and Greg Stowers 

 
More photos can be 

found on page 10  

Remember a reading society is an enlightened one, and enlightened Rotarians can engage Rotary 

and change lives. 

 

I do not have to tell you that the editors and contributors invest a lot of time and energy in producing 

these bulletins. They do it with love and commitment to Rotary.  This definitely is the case of our own 

District Newsletter.  The intent of the 5170 Times is to not only showcase our clubs and our members 

but to share ideas.  Thank you, Brittany, for assembling our District Newsletter each month and thank 

you to all who contribute articles. 

Angie 

http://www.thefamilyalbumproject.com/
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Rotary International President Ron Burton was the 

honored guest at Niles (Fremont) Rotary on March 

27th.  Many from throughout the District were in at-

tendance as President Burton spoke on the im-

portance of the role of family in Rotary, encouraging 

Rotarians to reach out to potential members and in-

vite them into the family of Rotary.  President Burton 

was awarded a key to the City of Fremont by Mayor 

Bill Harrison.  The Fremont Christian High School Jazz 

Band included “Oklahoma” in their repertoire for the 

day, in honor of President Burtons home state .  

Thank you to Niles (Fremont) Rotarians, event chair 

Kimberly Hartz Foster and Past RI President Richard 

D. King for hosting a spectacular event. 

 
Photos courtesy of Mary Lynn 

Pelican, Niles (Fremont) Rotary  

Ambassador of Fun. 

RI President Ron Burton visits District 5170 
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M a r k  Y o u r  C a l e n d a r s !  
S o m e  e v e n t s  h a v e  c l i c k a b l e  l i n k s  

http://svrotaryluau.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.livermorevalleyrotary.org/
http://www.pleasantonrotary.org/
http://www.saratogarotary.org/artshow/
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C l u b  C o r n e r  

 

The Rotary Club of San Jose marked their 

100th Anniversary with a gala celebration in 

March.  Congratulations, San Jose Rotary, on 

this wonderful achievement!  Click this link 

for an editorial on San Jose Rotary and their 

goal to bring back the Fireworks celebration 

in Downtown San Jose on the Fourth of July, 

as well as this link for an article on the 

groundbreaking of the Rotary PlayGarden. 

The Rotary Club of Santa Cruz Sunrise  

supports Arts in the Afternoon, a program  

designed to enhance the music programs at 

Mission Hill and Branciforte Middle Schools.  

Arts in the Afternoon is led by Santa Cruz 

Sunrise Rotarian Peggy Alberti.  A video about 

this program can accessed by clicking here. 

The Rotary Club of Santa Clara, in conjunction with the City of Santa Clara and 

Kansas City Barbecue Society invites you to join them for the 3rd Annual 2014 

Silicon Valley BBQ Championships, Friday June 27th and Saturday, June 28th.   

 

Sanctioned by the Kansas City BBQ Society, the SVBBQ Championships have 

become the second largest event on the Kansas City BBQ Tour.  The even will 

be held at Santa Clara’s Central Park.  Admission is free.  For more information 

please go to www.svbbq.com.  Team applications are now being accepted! 

The clouds parted and rain held off for the 

KinderPrep field trip to the Oakland Zoo in 

early April.  The event funded by the Rotary 

Club of Oakland #3 Endowment fund went 

off without a hitch.  A great time was had 

by the 300 kids, thanks to the hard work of 

many Oakland Rotarians.  As Oakland  

Rotarian Peter Sherris stated it best 

“Rotary Rocks!” 

http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion/ci_25426089/mercury-news-editorial-rotary-rescue-san-jose-fourth
http://www.mercurynews.com/sal-pizarro/ci_25596772/pizarro-rotary-playgarden-breaks-ground-at-san-joses
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FXGgO9zv1M
http://www.svbbq.com
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It’s official! 

The countries in the South-East Asia Region have been officially certified as polio

-free.  There are 11 countries in the region, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri 

Lanka, Thailand and Timor Leste, In a press release by Rotary International, Ro-

tary Foundation Chair D.K. Lee stated, “I speak for every Rotarian when I say 

again what an honor it is to be a part of today’s events.  We have beaten polio in 

South-East Asa, and now we must do the same in the rest of Asia and in Africa.  

Our goal is so close, we can almost touch it.” 

The South-East Asia region is home to 1.8 billion people. 

District 5170 Rotarian earns President’s  
Volunteer Service Award 
 

Keith Henderson, a member of the Rotary Club of Santa Cruz Sunrise 

of Rotary District 5170, has been recognized by President Obama 

and humanitarian organization, ShelterBox USA with the President’s 

Volunteer Service Award for his efforts in 2013 to assist disaster sur-

vivors. 

 

When disasters like Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines and the Syrian refugee crisis strike, many want to 

help. Henderson took action for ShelterBox, an international disaster relief organization that delivers 

emergency tented shelter and other lifesaving supplies to survivors of disasters and other humanitarian 

crises.  

  

Through Henderson’s efforts of raising awareness and funds for ShelterBox, the organization was able to 

respond to more than 25 disasters in 19 countries last year, providing families with disaster relief tents, 

cook stoves, water filters, blankets, mosquito nets, children’s packs and other essential equipment. In 

one of the longest responses in ShelterBox history, ShelterBox has sent aid to support over 5,000 fami-

lies affected by the Syrian crisis in Syria, Iraqi Kurdistan, Lebanon and Jordan. Already in country, Shel-

terBox was able to respond immediately when Typhoon Haiyan hit and have distributed shelters and oth-

er supplies to help 5,900 families to date. 

  

“I am incredibly honored to work alongside our volunteers, including Keith,” said Emily Sperling, president 

of ShelterBox USA. “It is through their continuous efforts that we are able to bring shelter, warmth and 

dignity to so many families displaced by disaster around the globe.” 

  

The President’s Volunteer Service Award is a special recognition presented on behalf of President Barack 

Obama. The award is part of a national recognition program created in 2003 through the President’s 

Council on Service and Civic Participation for individuals of all ages who contribute a significant amount 

of time to volunteer activities. 

 

Press Release provided by ShelterBox USA 

http://www.shelterboxusa.org/
http://www.shelterboxusa.org/kit
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Ashna Mangla Wins District 
Speech Contest   
By Lee Denlinger, RC of Dublin 

 

What motivates an exceptional 

young woman to compete in 

our District’s Speech Contest? 

To Ashna Mangla, overall win-

ner of the Richard D. King 

Speech Contest this year, it was 

to share her message with “as 

much passion and conviction” 

as possible.  

 

“The Rotary Speech Contest has been an amazing 

experience for me and I’ve learned something new 

every step of the way,” she exclaimed.  “The best 

part of this speech contest has not been just the 

title, awards, or money. It’s the experiences, the 

people I’ve met, and the accomplishment that I 

was able to communicate my thoughts and ideas 

effectively.  

 

Ashna compared Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s  

statement that  “an individual has not started liv-

ing until he can rise above the narrow confines of 

his individualistic concerns to the broader con-

cerns of all humanity”  to Rotary’s Four Way Test.  

“Rotary guides us to not only instill Dr. King’s 

words into our consciousness, but to put them in-

to action in all the things we think, say, or do. 

When we engage Rotary, we change lives, and in 

the end, the life we change the most is our own,” 

she explained. 

 

“If the seed of service is planted into everyone, it 

can grow into a movement of united individuals 

who can empower change all around us. Each one 

of us has the potential to make a difference if we 

truly work towards helping others, whether it is 

saving lives, reducing hunger and poverty, or 

providing children around the world with a better 

education. Despite differences in languages, cul-

tures, and environments, we will prevail, as long 

as everyone shares a common passion—a passion 

for service.  If we just take this passion, and do 

our little bits of good where we are, together we 

can overwhelm the world. And in the end, as we 

work toward the concerns of all humanity, that is 

when we bring change in our community, that is 

when we impact lives around the world, and that 

is when we really start living.” 

 

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of East San Jose/

Evergreen, Ashna is a sophomore at Independ-

ence High School in San Jose with a 4.0 GPA. She 

is actively involved in her school’s Interact Club, 

she has held the officer position of secretary this 

past year and will be media coordinator next 

school year. In addition to Interact, she is involved 

in the community as a volunteer at the San Jose 

Tech Museum, and is a yoga instructor and yoga 

teacher at the Alviso Library. 

  

Ashna’s future plans include attending a university 

in California where she can pursue her interest in 

science and engineering. “In 10 years I see myself 

working for a renowned company in the Silicon 

Valley in my field of interest. I would also like to be 

involved with Rotaract in college so I can continue 

my passion for service and make a difference in 

both my community and around the world.”   



Rotary District 5170 Richard D. King  
Speech Contest 2014 

 
Ashna Mangla, Divya Gopisetty, Mitali Shanbhag  and Claire Dobyns all addressed this year’s Rotary 

theme, Engage Rotary, Change Lives at the Richard D. King Speech Contest on Wednesday, April 2nd. 

Each speaker was asked to clearly relate, apply or interweave one of more of The 4-Way Test principles 

into her speech. Each speaker is judged on a rubric in the areas of content, delivery, and overall effec-

tiveness. The four finalists placed first at the club, area and regional levels in order to compete in the Dis-

trict Final. Congratulations to all four winners.  
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Rotary Peace Fellows from  
District 5170 
 

Gina Fu of Milpitas and Lauren Markham of  

Oakland have been named as two of 100 Rotary 

Peace Fellows to study peace building and conflict 

resolution.  The program was created as part of 

Rotary’s ongoing effort to promote greater toler-

ance and cooperation among people worldwide.  

 

Gina, whose previous experiences 

include teaching in Ukraine with the 

Peace Corps, will enter the 16-

month Master's Degree program at 

the University of Queensland in Aus-

tralia. After strengthening her knowledge and skills 

at her Rotary Peace Center, Gina aspires to work at 

the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 

which administers sustainable development for 

women and children around the world. Gina is 

sponsored by the Rotary Club of San Jose Silicon 

Valley. 

 

Lauren, whose service experience 

includes work in Uganda, El Salva-

dor and Costa Rica is presently in 

charge of the full service communi-

ty school program at Oakland Inter-

national High School, a school for 

100% low-income refugees and immigrants.   She 

will complete the three-month Professional Certifi-

cate program at Chulalongkorn University in Bang-

kok, Thailand.   To quote Lauren, "Service is an ex-

change in which all parties are learning, growing, 

contributing and receiving. That paradigm of mutu-

al exchange has shaped the work I do and the 

manner in which I do it."  Lauren is sponsored by 

the Rotary Club of Oakland #3. 

Pictured from left to right:  District Speech Contest 

Chair Bob Buchser, Claire Dobyns,  

Mitali Shanbhag, PRIP Richard D. King,  

Divya Gopisetty & Ashna Mangla. 
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Walter B. Schultz Golf Tournament  2014 Champions Rob Wood Sr. (RC of Almaden Valley),  Lee Fuller (RC of Almaden Valley),  Pat Vorreiter (RC of Sunnyvale), & Rob Wood (RC of Almaden Valley) 

Sydney R. Mitchell Tennis Tournament 

 2014 Champions 

Mike Falarski—San Jose Rotary 

Allan McLeod—Cupertino Rotary 

Suzanne Yost—Los Gatos Morning Rotary 

Jon Mockabee—Morgan Hill Rotary 
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http://www.riconvention.org/en/2014/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/Register/GuestMemberExternal.cfm?EventID=77224956
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Rotary Means  
Business 

Rota ry  Bu siness  

This fellowship and networking group 

meets monthly at different businesses 

throughout the District. 

 

May 8th they will meet from 5:30-

7:00pm at SortIt, 688 University Avenue 

in Los Gatos. 

 

For more information contact Bob Long:  

bobl@getfound.us 

 

Rotary Means Business is an official  

Fellowship of Rotary International.   

For more information go to 

www.rotarymeansbusiness.com 

There’s still time to purchase tickets for  

the May 3rd SaberCats game!   

Go to thesanjosesabercats.com/group-RYLA today!  50% of 

the ticket sales from that link goes directly back to RYLA. 

 

Speaking of RYLA, all clubs who reserved spaces are urged 

to complete the interviews and applications for RYLA, as out-

lined on the website to finish the three step process in regis-

tering students.  All the materials you will need are now 

available online.  Applications must be returned by May 

31st.  www.ryla5170.com/rotarians 

 

RYLA will be held August 3-8, 2014 at Mission Springs  

Conference Center in Scotts Valley. 

2014 Rotary Fiscal Year-end Deadlines for TRF Contributions  
Credit Cards:   Online via www.rotary.org– must be authorized on or prior to 30 June 2014, midnight 

(Central Standard Time) 

Fax: (+1-847-328-5260)—must be received by 30 June 2014 

Phone: (+1-866-976-8279) - must be received prior to the close of business 28 June 2014 

Checks*: must be postmarked 30 June 2014 or prior and received at the Foundation by 8 July 2014 

*Please do NOT send in checks for the 2014-15 Rotary year until 1 July 2014.  

Wire transfers: must be initiated prior to 30 June 2014 and received by 3 July 2014 

Securities: must be received prior to 30 June 2014  

From John Hewko, RI General Secretary:  On 10, April, we received some very exciting news.  The 

new Rotary.org won three prestigious EXCEL Awards from Association Media and Publishing, including 

the top award for general website excellence.  Rotary.org was awarded the gold for General Excellence: 

Association in Web Publishing. Rotary also garnered a silver for the 2012-13 Annual Report online site 

and a bronze for Design Excellence for the new website. 

  

The largest competition of its kind, the EXCEL Awards recognize excellence and leadership in nonprofit 

association media, publishing, and communications.  Although we are working hard to continue to im-

prove the website and add functionality, it is great to get positive recognition for the work we have done 

to date. 

http://www.rotarymeansbusiness.com
http://www.thesanjosesabercats.com/group-RYLA
http://www.ryla5170.com/rotarians
http://www.rotary.org
http://Rotary.org
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Area 6 Clubs make a Big Impact in Nigeria and Ghana 
By Peter Anderson (RC of Morgan Hill) 

 

Rotarian Peter Anderson of the Rotary Club of Morgan Hill recent-

ly spent two weeks in West Africa, specifically in Ghana and Nige-

ria, checking on two past World Community Service (WCS) grant 

projects and one on-going WCS grant project, funded in part by 

clubs in Area 6 of District 5170 and by The Rotary Foundation 

(TRF).  He represented all of the clubs in Area 6 in his work, con-

necting with the two partner Rotary Clubs with whom they have 

been working over the past 5 years:  Rotary Club of Accra Osu RE, 

District 9100 (Ghana), and Rotary Club of Gbagada South, District 

9110 (Nigeria).    

 

The six wells, drilled two years ago to provide "disease-free drinking water" to underserved residents of 

poor neighborhoods in the large city of Lagos, Nigeria, are all functioning well.  Four of them have systems 

set up by neighborhood leaders to collect fees for water acquired from the wells in order to pay for 

maintenance and repair of the equipment. Members of partner club, Gbagada South, will be meeting with 

neighborhood leaders at the other two well sites to improve their sustainability measures.  

 

This current year's WCS TRF grant project is to provide disease-free water and improved sanitation facili-

ties (bathrooms, washrooms and showers) to a boarding school of about 1000 students in southern Gha-

na.  Peter traveled with members of the Accra Osu RE Rotary Club to visit the drilling of a water well on 

campus and to see the existing sanitation facilities. The well had just been completed to a depth ade-

quate to provide the desired disease-free water, and building locations for the sanitation facilities were 

being staked out. Although the well drilling cost more than anticipated, the Accra Rotarians believe they 

will have enough money to compete the project with the remaining funds on hand.  

 

Peter was sent home with several ceremonial "presidential" gifts 

from Rotary Club of Accra Osu RE President Eric Defor, that he pre-

sented to Rotary Club of Hollister President Jayme Stewart and long-

time project supporter Joe Pendry.  

Currently the only source of water at 

Mangoase School:  a shallow, hand dug 

well that does not provide clean, disease 

free water and often goes dry.   
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At the District Conference  
2013-2014 Rotary Awards were given to: 

PDG Carolyn Schuetz 
RC of Alameda 

RI Regional Service Award  

Ramesh Hariharan 
RC of East Palo Alto Bayshore 

Mike Kutsuris Award 

Keith Henderson 
RC of Santa Cruz Sunrise 

Carl G. Orne Award 

The Regional Service Award for a Polio Free World is awarded to an individual by the 

Foundation Trustees.  This is an individual who epitomizes the words Service above 

Self.  Carolyn shepherded us through the Future Vision era of the Foundation, has 

written manuals, conducted training, cajoled Evanston, visited countries and promot-

ed projects.  But more importantly for this specific recognition, Carolyn has traveled 

afar to participate in many National Immunization Days.   

The Mike Kutsuris Award  was given to Ramesh Hariharan who has done a phenom-

enal job in membership development.  East Palo Alto Bayshore started the year 

with 18 members…they just inducted their 23rd new member bringing their mem-

bership to 41, more than doubling their size.  Ramesh is tireless in his efforts to 

build their club.  He truly believes in the family of Rotary as both his wife and son 

are now Rotarians.   

The Citation for Meritorious Service Award is one of the highest awards given by  

Rotary International.  It is awarded to the individual who has given active service to 

Rotary's Foundation over a period of more than one year and only one per District 

may be selected.  Peter Anderson has devoted his time, talent and treasure to many 

areas of the world. He takes the time to make friends all over the world to determine 

the needs of a particular area and then act upon it.  Peter has also developed the 

concept of working as an area to give all clubs regardless of size an equal  

opportunity for their projects.   Peter Anderson 
RC of Morgan Hill 

RI Citation  
for Meritorious Service 

Keith Henderson was awarded the Carl G. Orne Award.  Keith has raised awareness 

and funds for ShelterBox, a volunteer organization that responded to more than 25 

disasters in 19 countries in the last year.  His bags are always packed to go on a mo-

ment’s notice.  In fact Keith just returned from a trip abroad.   These efforts brought 

shelter, warmth and dignity to so many families displaced by disaster around the 

globe.  Keith was recently recognized nationally for his work with ShelterBox, being 

presented the President’s Volunteer Service Award. (see page 7) 
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Walt Hays 
RC of Palo Alto 

Karl Stucki Award 

C. Ian Mackenzie 
RC of Santa Cruz 
Stan Allen Award 

Michelle Lewis 
RC of Sunnyvale 

Allan McLeod Award 

Deborah Rice 
RC of Saratoga 

The Stan Allen Award was given to C. Ian Mackenzie, a Rotarian truly cares about 

people and in particular his Rotary family members.  He ensures that their data ba-

ses are current enabling the flow of information to all their members, keeping them 

well informed.  Ian keeps the district informed of what happens in their club.  He is 

very generous not only with his time with all the behind the scenes work he does for 

his club, but also is very generous and creative with the product his company pro-

duces, often answering the call to provide to the district as a chocolatier. 

Walt Hays lives and breathes the Rotary Foundation.  He is a driving force for his clubs 

matching grants both locally and internationally.  He is the club’s go to guy for WCS and 

Global Grants and has a long history of projects. A trip to Cameroon is a more recent 

project, where the club helped improve sanitation facilities for the local village within a 

wildlife sanctuary for endangered gorillas.  Walt also led the club’s efforts to support the 

Mend a Broken Heart project in the Philippines.  The project involved bringing doctors to 

perform heart surgeries on children with congenital heart defects; and lastly Walt led 

the Club’s support of a water harvesting project in India.  In addition, he has been active 

in Latin American projects in Oaxaca and Guatemala.   Walt received the Karl Stucki 

Award.   

Spending time with the youth of our district can be exhausting as they are not afraid to 

tackle anything.  Michelle Lewis certainly embraced our theme this year by embracing 

Rotary and changing lives.  She has worked tirelessly with our district youth programs.   

Michelle has been involved in the fall leadership conference, the president’s winter  

retreat, enterprise leadership camp, all three of the district’s major events with respect 

to youth, as well as her own club’s youth programs.  Michelle received The Allen 

McLeod award.   

Deborah Rice received the David A. Heagerty award.  Deborah has the ability to write 

press releases, take pictures, and has the right connections to see that what she does 

makes it to the print media.  She makes sure her community is aware of what her club 

does and has the ability to make sure that 29,000 pieces of collateral material are 

delivered to homes in her area prior to her clubs major event.   



Betty Wright 
RC of F.U.N. Sunset 

Sydney R. Mitchell Award 

Larry Barr 
RC of Hollister 

Ward Garing Award 

Theresa Kiernan 
RC of Morgan Hill 

Carolyn Schuetz Award 

Heather Henderson 
RC of San Lorenzo Valley 
Neal J. Hoffman Award 

P a g e  1 6  5 1 7 0  T i m e s  

The Sydney R. Mitchell Award was given to Betty Wright.  Our Partners in Service ar-

rived last October and were picked up by our wonderful volunteer hosts.  Unbe-

knownst to our hosts, one of our partners arrived quite ill.  It was fortuitous that she 

was placed in the home of Betty who had medical skills.  Betty took the Partner in 

Service to see a doctor who prescribed some medication.  The Partner in Service was 

eventually hospitalized and unable to fulfill her speaking assignments.  Betty gra-

ciously took care of the Partner in Service until she became well enough to return 

home.   

District Conference 2013-2014 Rotary Awards continued... 

Larry Barr received the Ward Garing Award.  On a trip to the Philippines, Larry identified 

a new mission which has resulted in the collection and distribution of hundreds of 

thousands of toothbrushes.  Larry has also raised money for toothpaste to accompany 

the toothbrushes.  He has been instrumental in building a new school in the Philippines 

and has paid, out of his own pocket, for post high school studies for students.   Larry 

has given Interact students the opportunity to experience this first hand and most  

recently Rotaract, as they just returned from a trip to the Philippines with him.  Larry 

truly epitomizes the Rotary theme this year of Engage Rotary, Change lives.   

The Carolyn Schuetz Award was given to Theresa Kiernan.  Theresa is someone who 

enjoys working with people.  She is a charismatic and skilled communicator comforta-

ble in either a large or small setting.  Theresa has travelled from one end of the district 

to the other to help so many of our clubs develop their goals and establish their plan of 

action.  She generously gives her time, often after working all day at her regular job or 

on the weekend. Theresa is someone who likes to have fun while providing encourage-

ment and direction.    

Have you ever made a decision and discovered something personal that would allow 

you to back out of it?  Heather Henderson, at a very young age, had to face this dilem-

ma the beginning of this Rotary year but did not back out.  Instead she went full steam 

ahead in spite of a major decision that affected not only her personal life, the lives of 

her family but also her Rotary family.  For overcoming major obstacles, and her out-

standing courage and dedication to fulfill her 2013-14 Rotary commitment, Heather  

received the Neal J. Hoffman award. 



Georgie Hildebrand 
RC of Scotts Valley 

Richard D. King Award 

Lila Bringhurst 
RC of Mission San Jose 

Rotarian of the Year 
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Every once in a while someone rises to the top, someone who, from day one of this 

year, has brought club presidents together to create a mini PETS because one of their 

presidents was unable to attend because of a last minute injury. When called upon to 

chair the cabinet meeting program, Lila wrote a script so that each of her presidents 

could participate.  She then took that program on the road to each of their respective 

clubs.  Lila had the unique opportunity to be an integral part of two Rotary Internation-

al Presidents luncheon programs and has been able to create a strong bond among 

her area presidents.   Area 3 Assistant Governor Lila Bringhurst responds to a call to 

action by action and was honored as the Rotarian of the Year! 

What we do with our foundation monies is phenomenal.  We are unique in that we have a review process 

prior to submitting a grant to Rotary International so that by the time the grant reaches RI it is ready for 

their approval.  This year our grants subcommittee has reviewed 41 district grants of which 10 are inter-

national grants, as well as reviewing 18 global grants.  This is no easy task as each grant has its own 

specifications.  These are the people who have dedicated their time and talent to ensure a speedy grant 

process once the grant is submitted to Rotary International.  There are three people in our district who 

handle this process, Bob Dolci, Georgie Hildebrand, and Gerri Hussey and each received the Richard D. 

King award as a way of acknowledging their commitment to the ideals of the Rotary Foundation and to 

all of their hard work this year.      

Bob Dolci 
RC of Almaden Valley 
Richard D. King Award 

Gerri Hussey 
RC of Fremont Warm Springs Sunrise 

Richard D. King Award 

Congratulations to all the  
2013-2014 District 5170  

Award Recipients! 



Assistant Governors 

Area 1: Phillip Campbell 

Area 2:  Rose Padilla Johnson 

Area 3:  Lila Bringhurst 

Area 4:  Pamela Philbert 

Area 5:  Art Taylor 

Area 6:  Linda Sanborn 

Area 7:  Jon Winston 

Area 8:  Deborah Rice 

Area 9:  Mike McMahon 

District 5170 Officers 2013-2014: 

District Governor: Angie Hassler 

District Governor Elect:  Ed Jellen 

District Governor Nominee:  Susan Valenta 

District Governor Nominee Designate:  Jeff Orth 

Lieutenant Governor:  Greg Stowers 

Governor’s Partner:  PDG Roger Hassler 

District Treasurer:  Mary Humphrey 

District Administrative Assistant: Brittany Overbeck 

District Chairs: 

Club Administration:  Cheryl Rebottaro 

Community Service:  Ginny Lear 

Communication Technologies:  Charlie Wasser 

International Service:  Jeboy Koshy 

Membership:  PDG Russ Hobbs 

The Rotary Foundation:  PDG Roger Hassler 

Vocational Service:  Renee Mello 

Youth Service:  Larry Barr 

Public Image:  Mitty Chang 

Happy Birthday Wishes to our District Leaders and Club Presidents! 

Paul Goodman (San Juan Bautista)     May 1 

PDG Denny Weisgerber (Fremont Warm Springs Sunrise)  May 5 

Bonnie Best (Castro Valley)      May 7 

PDG Karl Stucki (Oakland #3)     May 9 

Paul Martin (Hayward)      May 10 

Theresa Kiernan (Morgan Hill)     May 14 

Cecelia Babkirk (Cupertino)      May 17 

Savita Vaidhyanathan (Cupertino)     May 17 

Carrie Birkhofer (Scotts Valley)     May 23 

The District Office is located at 2570 N. First Street, Suite 200 in San Jose. 

Phone:  408-273-4577 

Email:  brittany.5170@gmail.com 

The office is open Monday—Thursday, 9am-4pm 

*The District office will be closed Wednesday, April 30th & Thursday, May 1st* 

 

To highlight your club projects and events in the District newsletter, please email the information to Brittany by 

the 10th of each month.  

W e  C a r e  
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