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Welcome to the 
2018-19 Rotary year 
for District 5170!    

I am honored to be 
your Governor for 
the year, and plan to 
do my best to fulfill 
Rotary International 
President, Barry 

Rassin’s charge to “Be the Inspiration” for 
Rotarians, and for all of those we hope will 
consider Rotary membership as their path to 
community service.  

It is said that Rotary happens in the club,  
and as District Leaders, our sole mission is   
to inspire and support the clubs through 
training, events, communications and        
administration… and by providing                
opportunities for fellowship and service, in 
our communities and throughout the world.  

Our year ahead is packed with such            
opportunities that you will want to put on 
your calendars, including our Zone         
Membership Training Seminar on Saturday, 
August 25th, presented by the outstanding 
team of Steve Lingenbrink and Vicki Puliz.  
Registration for this training opportunity to 
learn how you can increase your club’s  
membership is open on our website,          
rotary5170.org.  See page 3 for more details. 

One of the signature events for District 5170 
is the Avenues of Service conference, which 

will be held on Thursday, October 4th at the 
Biltmore Hotel in Santa Clara.  The evening 
event will provide each of your Clubs a 
chance to showcase Club projects in all five 
Avenues, breakout sessions with a variety of 
learning opportunities, and dinner featuring 
the very charismatic former Rotary              
International Director John Blount.  

Next up will be our tribute to the man who 
has inspired more Rotarians than perhaps 
anyone since Paul Harris, our own Past RI 
President Richard King.  We will celebrate 
Rick King’s 50 years in Rotary at a very      
special dinner on Friday, November 2nd at 
the Behring Museum in Blackhawk, with   
distinguished guests including six current 
and past Rotary International Presidents.  
Tickets are on sale now on the District     
website.  Tickets are selling fast, you won’t 
want to miss this. See page 7 for more details. 

In the Spring, District Governor Elect Ramesh 
will conduct training for next year’s Club 
leaders at the District Training Assembly on 
Saturday, April 6th, with a wide selection of 
learning opportunities followed by the       
final-four round of our Richard D. King 
Speech Contest.   

Speaking of training, I am very excited to   
announce that we are bringing back an    
outstanding program for advanced Rotary 
leadership education in the re-introduction 
of the Leadership Academy, a comprehensive 
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six-month curriculum addressing all facets of Rotary leadership.  This program will be 
rolled out through August and is open to all District members.  Details are available on the 
District website.  In addition, we hope to  be offering an all-day intensive seminar focused 
entirely on leadership skills, and we will possibly be offering that program on more than 
one occasion. See page 5 for more details. 

I am tremendously excited about our 2019 District Conference, which will be held over 
the weekend of May 17th at the USS Hornet Museum in Alameda, the historic aircraft   
carrier that played such a huge role in the Allied victory in World War II and in the success 
of the US Space Program.  There will be inspiring speakers, music and entertainment, a 
chance to visit history… something for everyone, and the whole family, as we celebrate 
Rotary and our brave veterans who keep the peace.  

Finally, I hope to see many of you in Hamburg, Germany, for the 2019 Rotary International 
Convention, where we will join with Rotarians from around the world, and have special 
events for attendees from our own District.  It has been a number of years since Rotary 
went to Europe, but if you have never attended an International Convention, you are in 
for a wonderful opportunity to appreciate the worldwide scope of Rotary in a beautiful 
historic city. 

Over the next five months I will be visiting each of your clubs, meeting with your club 
leaders, and having an opportunity to learn all about Rotary happening in your club.  I  
truly look forward to meeting each of you! 

As I mentioned at the outset, my sole mission this year is to inspire and support your 
clubs in the great Rotary work you do. I will do my best to answer questions and assist  
you in all of your Rotary endeavors.  My virtual door is always open! Check back on our 
always-current website for updates on all of our plans and events for the year. 

Throughout this year and always: have fun, and “Be the Inspiration”! 
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Vocational Service 
Jim Gibson, District Vocational Service Chair 

email— jimgib007@aol.com 
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Notes to Welcome a 
New Rotary Year      

First of all, thank   
you to Past District 
Governor Orrin    
Mahoney for his   
successful year of 
service and          
leadership to our 
District in the 2017-
2018 Rotary year.  

And now, a great and rousing “Welcome!” to 
our new District Governor Tim Lundell!  It will 
be an exciting year for us in his 2018-2019 
term of office!  We will “be the inspiration” to 
our communities, to our country, and to the 
world as we do what Rotarians do… offering 
service above self! 

One of the best things about Vocational       
Services is that a Rotarian can use their skill or 
talent or training to help other Avenues of 
Service accomplish their projects and goals, as 
well as encourage Rotarians to do business 
with other Rotarians… because Rotarians are 
fair, ethical people that we trust as they serve 
their community in public safety, in teaching 
and assisting others, and in business providing 
goods and services. 

One observation made from past experience 
is that many Rotary Clubs didn’t really know 
what their Vocational Service activities should 
be.  Activities tended to be limited to             
informing “the Club members” what a      
member Rotarian did for a living, exchanging 
business cards, and encouraging the use of 

the District Yellow Pages.  This year, we will 
still encourage Rotarian to Rotarian business 
exchanges, but we have an opportunity to  
express ourselves… to be the inspiration… by 
using the “gifts we naturally possess and truly 
enjoy doing” in supporting other Avenues of 
Service and Club projects (and world projects, 
too).  This concept expands a bit beyond what 
we traditionally think of our “job” and    
providing our services and/or products for 
good works.  This year, we can still do that in 
“Vocational Services,” but we will look more 
into ourselves for our “calling” (meaning   
identifying what tasks or activity we              
individually are good at and like to do).  If we 
can be successful in doing this with Rotarians, 
we will have Rotarians helping projects and 
activities because they WANT to, rather than 
they have to.  With that kind of energy shift, 
Rotary will indeed be the inspiration to        
everyone we encounter. 

Looking forward to being of service to you  
under Governor Tim’s leadership!  Should you 
desire it, I am available to speak to your Club. 

Be well.  Do good work! 

 

… and a little extra… 

The chef at a family-run restaurant had      
broken her leg and went to her insurance 
office to file a disability claim. 

As the office manager scanned the claim form, 
he did a double-take.  Under Reason Unable 
to Work, she wrote “Can’t stand to cook.” 

mailto:jimgib007@aol.com
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Club Events 

Click on event flyers to be taken to the Club websites for more information 

mailto:lthomas@sanleadro.org?subject=Slow%20Good%20BBQ-San%20Leandro%20Rotary
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The District Office is located at 2570 N. First Street, Suite 200, San Jose, CA 95131.   

www.rotarydistrict5170.org  |  Phone:(408) 273-4577   |   Email: admin@rotarydistrict5170.org 

 

To highlight your club projects and events in the District newsletter, please email the information to 

admin@rotarydistrict5170.org by the 10th of each month.  

Ro ta r y  D i s t r i c t  5170  

2018-2019 Officers: 
District Governor:  Tim Lundell 

Immediate Past District Governor: Orrin Mahoney 

District Governor-Elect:  Ramesh Hariharan 

District Governor Nominee:  Gregg Giusiana 

Chief of Staff:  Debby Rice 

Lieutenant Governor:  Judy Wilson 

District Treasurer:  Joe Pfahnl 

Sergeant at Arms:  John Bruzus 

District Administrator:  Olivia Poe 

Assistant Governors: 
Area 1:  Ruben Sundeen 

Area 3:  Jim Bell 

Area 4:  Lee Denlinger 

Area 5:  Art Taylor 

Area 6:  Art Testani 

Area 7:  Karen McNamara 

Area 8:  Tina Orsi-Hartigan 

Area 9:  Richard Schoelerman 

 

District Chairs: 
Community Service:  Scott Savage 

International Service:  Jeboy Koshy 

Vocational Service:  Jim Gibson 

Club Service: Don MacKenzie 

Youth Service:  Chris Miller 

Marketing/Public Image: Ginger Taylor McDonald 

Membership: Hung Wei 

Club Development and Extension: Charlie Wasser 

District Trainer/Technology and Communication for Enhanced Training:  Arley Marley 

The Rotary Foundation:  Russ Hobbs 
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Please help the District Office share the 
most accurate information. Update 

your information now on ClubRunner.  

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50083/
User/Login 

“Like” Rotary District 5170  

on Facebook 

We share club posts, information from 
Rotary International, District event  
information and more on our Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/
RotaryDistrict5170.  

Go check it out today! 
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